Hugh Baker's story of Betsy, a Series IV Super Snipe

Betsy’'s Story

When | look at a piece of memorabilia, or something of sen-
timental value, | may look far beyond the actual object, in
such a way one might best describe as a story board. For
example | might be looking at a photo of some time long
past, and on looking | might be mindful of many other expe-
riences directly and indirectly associated.

The subject of this article is “Betsy”, our 1963 Humber Super
Snipe Series IV, who shall be the hub (sorry couldn’t help
myself) of my story board. It all started in September 1963
when Clyde, my Father in Law, had sold a number of tickets
for the Scarborough Gold Coast Art Union lottery number
33. There were a number of prizes to be won, but the num-
ber one prize was a dream home in Queensland for the win-
ning ticket holder, and a Humber Super Snipe Series IV,
filled with an abundance of other gifts for the person selling
the winning ticket.

| would not know quite what would have gone through Clyde’s
mind, but I’'m sure he would have twigged what had hap-
pened, but who had the winning ticket would have been the
mystery question. He couldn’t ‘phone around to all the people
he had sold tickets to, that would not make much sense.
What would have been more likely is that the holder of the
winning ticket would very likely have contacted Clyde, and |
am sure that is what would have happened. | say this be-
cause Mick Moore was a work mate and very good friend,
and | am sure the moment he heard of his good fortune he
would have been around to Clyde’s house straight away, see-
ing he lived only two streets away.

The Union did in fact ‘phone shortly after the telegrams to en-
lighten them, and so it was, that by the end of that evening
the two couples were celebrating and planning what happens
next. You have to appreciate this was big time good fortune in
those days for two average Government workers in a small
country town. | reckon they would have cracked a couple of
VBs, probably had very little sleep that night and would have
got up early the next day, Thursday 26™ September, with a
view to setting their plans in motion.

On the 25™ September draw number 33 took place, and as
a result the lives of Mick & Ann Moore, and Clyde & Edna
Barr (my in-laws) were thrown into temporary turmoil. | can’t
help but ponder what the atmosphere may have been like,
and what | could best glean, was from records | found
around Clyde’s home.

What we had was a typical average, hard working Australi-
an family, husband wife and two daughters living in the
small country town of Sunbury. Clyde and Mick worked just
up the road at the Sunbury Mental Hospital. On the evening
of the 25th Clyde received the two telegrams from car deal-
ers in Queensland offering him a price for the Humber.
“Have client will pay fifteen hundred & ten pounds cash for
Humber won Scarborough Art Union please wire reply”,
was the content of the first telegram, received 3.20pm at
the Sunbury Post Office. The other, received at 4.43pm
stated the following. :If interested in selling Humber for cash
please contact immediate Panton Motors Brisbane Queens-
land Phone 41302”. At this point confirmation from the Art
Union had not as yet been received. Look at that telephone
number, makes me appreciate how much the population
has grown, and how large telecommunication has become.

Later that day they knew they had to pick up “The Herald” in which there would be an article on their surprising win. Besides the article in ques-
tion, which was on page seven, | found reading the other items on the page, in recent times, also made for interesting reading in my view.

While the two boys knew by now what was on, the formal notice from the Union Secretary did not arrive until Friday 27™. The content of the let-
ter advised of all the winners of the various levels, and the contact details of the distributor of the Humber situated in Brisbane for Clyde’s col-
lection. Lets not overlook while Clyde is receiving all this information, Mick Moore is going through a similar experience. Both the men were a
little undecided as to what they might do, for Clyde was tempted to sell the car for the cash, but also liked the idea of owning the Humber; while
Mick was more certain that he would sell and use the cash to build a new home in Sunbury.



More correspondence arrived today, one from Doug Panton
Motors with an increased offer for the car, and another from
Rick’s Car Sales indicating their interest in purchasing the
car. The Moore’s and the Barr’s got together and came up
with the idea that as the Barr’s have to pick up the car, and
by now Clyde was leaning more towards keeping the Hum-
ber, and the Moor’s need to look at their dream home, why
not travel up together. They could not do anything over the
weekend, so they planned to go in to Melbourne and book
with Ansett-ANA on Monday to arrange the air tickets. In
those days one didn’t have the luxury of computers let alone
internet. One had to visit one of the main agencies of Ansett,
in this case Melbourne, where every thing was conducted
through teleprinter systems. The tickets advise that you are
required to report at least 15 minutes before flight, try that
these days.

Having arranged the air tickets, all was set to fly up to Bris-
bane on the 1% October, ETD Noon, flight 330EL, Seats 6E &
6D. Cost as a matter of interest was 19 pounds & 14 shillings
each single. How cute are those air tickets, now you make
your booking through an agency, and are given a flight num-
ber on an itinerary. When you arrive at the airport you punch
in some details from the itinerary into a machine, which allo-
cates you a seat number and a boarding pass. Oh the age of
computers, you don’t even get to talk to anyone, other than
the assistant on hand, to advise how to use the machine. |
also note from the ticket, payment was made by cash, these
days | would think 90% would use credit card. Once again a
new way of life that may well have its advantages, but these
electronic systems can take away the tangible feeling of the
occasion.

The secretary of the Art Union did write a letter on the
01/10/63, however by the time the letter arrived the happy
winners were already in Brisbane. By now the adrenalin will
really be doing overtime, for the goal is now getting very
close. Having disembarked the happy group decide to find
themselves a nice place for afternoon tea, where they can try
and relax and soak up that sub tropical warm weather.

Afternoon tea over, it was time to get those Greyhound Pacific coach tickets and head off to the Gold Coast. ETD 5.30pm, destination Gold
Coast (Mermaid Beach) Caravilla, stop number 50. It's been a pretty hectic day, about 7 hours ago they were in Sunbury and now walking
around the neighbourhood in a sub tropical environment. Not too many people in Surfers would have heard of Sunbury, unless they were a
cricket fanatic.

It's now the 2" Sept’, and according to the letter one very busy day ahead for the happy group. The moment has come to see this dream
home and the Humber. They are shown around the home by Mr Jim Murtha, and according to Edna’s letter it was all that was written about
it.

After the photograph session for the newspaper, they had to head off to see the Humber which was sitting in the show room in Brisbane.
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They obviously decided to hire a car from Auvis, to travel the 60
mile journey into Brisbane, and to use it to get around to deal
with the various legal matters.

Come the end of the day they had dinner together, fish & chips.
Would you believe it was the best ever. That might suggest the

frame of mind they were in, for it didn’t matter what, life was just
that good at the moment.

That about wrapped up Wednesday the 2™, pretty exhausted |
would think after all the running around.

Thursday 3™ Sept, last breakfast before picking up the Humber,
returning the hired car, and then setting off home.

With respect to the return trip | note a couple of interesting fea-
tures, such as having to stay a day at Glen Innis while the car
underwent it's 500 mile service. One forgets those days when
you had to run the car in at a restricted speed, and needless to
say the first early mileage service had to be done, as it does
these days. The difference here of course was that the service
came due during the cars first journey. The other observation |
made was that the group had decided to sleep over in the vari-
ous Travel Lodge & Caravilla Motels, while in Surfers and on
their return to Sunbury. To this end Clyde had organised to take
with him a copy of the 1963 directory of the Travel Lodge &
Caraville Motels, giving pictures and all the details of each mo-
tel including the tariffs. Now here is the observation | made
which | thought was one hell of a coincident. Clyde’s car is a
1963 Super Snipe, moonstone roof & green body. Now look at
the far end of the line up of cars parked in the picture on the
cover of the directory. In the collection of memorabilia, | man-
aged to find, were some napkins from the Travel Lodge, and in
the back of the car a vinyl holder to accommodate logbook and
maps. This holder had the original maps of the three states they
would be travelling through.

Obviously from the comments made on a postcard sent from
Glenn Innis, Clyde & Edna thought the car was beautiful and
were pretty excited about the whole idea of owning such a car.
The whole experience was also very different to that of going
down the road to purchase your car from the local sales yard as
is the norm.

The journey back went without event and all returned sound
and safe, Clyde spent some time afterwards showing off his
new wheels, and Betsy over the years has become part of the
family. She is now the subject of gentle restoration while on the
road, but that’s another story.
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AVIS LOCATIONS
The Airport, 57-4558 (Day), 51-0461

AVIS LOCATIONS . . . CONTINUED

KALGOORLIE, W.A.: C/o Tower Service Station. 787.
KANGAROO ISLAND, S.A.: C/o Airlines of South Aus-

ADELAIDE, S.A.:

tralia, Kingscote 29.

(Night). C/o Ansett-A.N.A., 140 North Terrace.
ALBANY, W.A.: H. L. Rowsell Motors, 408 Albany H’way.

1936 to today

the years that made Australia the most air-minded nation in the world

Ansett-ANA's years of experience are unmatched in

Australian aviation. They have been a bustling, adventurous 3
time of development for Australia. .. and for Ansett-ANA. ‘F
Starting, back in 1936, with one single-engined Fokker

flying between Hamilton, Victoria, and Melbourne, Ansett-ANA has
expanded to become a truly national airline flying between all
capitals and over thousands of miles of other routes.
It has been a fast, sometimes spectacular, growth. First
asingle plane and a single route, then alocal country
airline thriving but small — next, Lockheed Electras joined

Modern for their day, the original Electras were a far cry from

today's giant Ansett-ANA prop-jet Electra Mk. II's.

However, they gave Australian air passengers the finest air

service they had known.

So reliable and efficient became the Ansett Electra

service that country people actually set their clocks

by the time the Ansett-ANA plane flew overhead.

The war years interrupted the growth of the airline. All

the Ansett-ANA planes were on war service ferrying urgently needed
troops and war supplies all over Australia and New Guinea.
After the war, Ansett-ANA started flying bigger, faster aircraft.
This gave the airline the first opportunity of bringing

Ansett-AM A today

Ansett-ANA today carry most regular travellers, businessmen,

Planning Service that saves them time,
trouble and gives them more holiday

for their money. Of course, there is more to
Ansett-ANA than passengers, holidays

holidaymakers, tourists. Why do these people

choose Ansett-ANA every time?

Mostly because Ansett-ANA really look after their passengers.
Give them cheerful, personal attention, while they're flying. and aircraft. There are Ansett-ANA cargo services,
See that they arrive where they're going right on the dot. the regular careful maintenance of
But there's more to it than that. For the businessman there is the planes, electronics engineers working on
amazing number of Ansett-ANA flights and the convenience
of the carefully planned Ansett-ANA timetable.

Forthe tourist and holidaymaker there's the Ansett-ANA Holiday

the radar equipment that keeps today’s
planes clear of nasty weather. Let’s loo! av
two of these other fecs’s of Ansett-ANA
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KEMPSEY, N.S.W.: C/o Kempsey Travel Agency, Clyde
St 2271

LAE, N.G.: C/o Tutt Bryant (N.G.) Ltd. Box 159. Tel.: 2334.

LAUNCESTON, TAS.: 42a Brisbane Street, 2-5495 (Day),
2-1221 (Night). Opp. Airport Gates. Evandale 133.

LISMORE, N.S.W.: C/o New England Motor Co., Moles-
worth Street. 2731.

MACKAY, QLD: Cnr. Brisbane & Victoria Sts. 3973.

MARYBOROUGH, QLD.: C/o Maryborough Travel Bureau,
223 Bazaar Street. 2403.

MELBOURNE, VIC.: 424 Elizabeth St. 34-9424. The Airport
39-4959.

MERIMBULA: Market St. 384.

MILDURA, VIC.: C/o Ansett-A.N.A. Travel = Bureau,
Langtree Avenue. 1880.

MT. GAMBIER, S.A.: C/o Ansett-A.N.A., Commercial St.
22251

NAMBOUR, QLD.: Day & Grimes, Currie St. 41 (Day), 366.

NEWCASTLE, N.S.W.: Jayes Travel Service, 141 Scott St.
2-5192.

PARKES, N.S.W.: C’0 Thos. Kenny & Co., 20 Church St.
595.

PERTH, W.A.: 46-48 Hill Street. 23-4466.

PORT MORESBY, PAPUA: C/o Tutt Bryant (N.G.) Ltd. Box
326 P.O. Pt. Moresby. Tel.: 5174.

PROSERPINE, QLD.: C/o Whitsunday Travel Service,
Main Street, 326/208 (Day), 229 (Night), Air Port 104D.

RABAUL, N.G.: C/o Tutt Bryant (N.G.) Ltd. Tel.: 2631.

ROCKHAMPTON: laver St. 7-268.

SYDNEY, N.S.\W.:
214 William Street. 31-7121, till 8 p.m. 105 York Street
and 184 Clarence Street. Tel.: 31-7121.
Airport, 67-0667. 83 Parramatta Road, Burwood,
74-2581, 347 Pacific Highway, Crows Nest, 92-2018
Manly  Travel Service, Manly Wharf, 97-3900
(Day), 94-5040 (Night). Balgowlah Travel Service, 339
Sydney Road, Balgowlah, 94-6646 (Day), 94-5040 (Night).

SURFERS PARADISE, QLD.: 3225/7 Pacific H'way. 91911.

TAMWORTH, N.S.W.: East West Airlines, 24 Brisbane St.
3625.

TOOWOOMBA, QLD.: C/o Toowoomba Travel Bureau,
536 Ruthven Street, 2-4755 (Day), 2-5888 (Night).

TOWNSVILLE, QLD.: Airport Entrance. 5461. Ansett-
A.N.A., Flinders Street. 5461.

WAGGA, N.S.W.: Airlines of N.S.W., 92 Fitzmaurice
Street. 2036.

WHYALLA, S.A.: C/o Trigg’s Cars, 13 Whitehead St. 3466.

WOLLONGONG, N.S.W.: C/o Ampol Service Station,
Station Street. 2-1578 (Day), 2-50923 (Night).

WYNYARD, TAS.: 74 Dodgin Street. 41512. Golden Fleece
Service Station, Bass Highway. 4-1635.
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ALBURY, N.S.W.: C/o Riverina Motors, 450 Dean St. 2232.
ALICE SPRINGS, N.T.: 78 Todd Street, Phone: 375.
ARMIDALE, N.S.\W.: C/o Armidale Travel Centre, 110
Dangar Street. 2377 (Day), 3717 (Night).
BATHURST: 125 George St., Bathurst. 4-225.
BRISBANE, QLD.: Cnr. Ann Street and North Quay.
2-8698 (Day), 32-0176 (Night). The Airport, 68-2468.
BROKEN HILL, N.S.W.: C/o Ansett-A.N.A., Chloride St.
2356 (Day), 4651 (Night).
BUNBURY, W.A.: C/o Flanagan Motors, 56 Spencer St.

2190.

BUNDABERG, QLD.: C/o Bundaberg Travel Bureau, Civic
Arcade, Bourbong Street. 2644.

BURNIE, TAS.: 18 Cattley St., 2221.

CAIRNS, QLD.: C/o Ansett-A.N.A., 2a Spence Street.
3107 (Day), 4341 (Night).

CALOUNDRA, QLD.: C/o H. L. Haynes & Co., Bullock
St.  400.

CANBERRA: 95 Northbourne Ave. 4-2384.
(Day), 42384 (Night); The Airport 7-1776 (Day).

CASINO, N.S.\W.: C/o Cowen & Davies Pty. Ltd., 142
Barker Street. 1031 (Day), 1032 (Night).

CLERMONT, QLD.: C/o G. R. Motors, Capella Street. 176

COFFS HARBOUR, N.S.W.: C/o Airlines of N.S.W., High
Street. 33.

COOLANGATTA, QLD.: Pacific Highway (opp. Airport
Gates), Tweed Heads. 314.

COOMA, NS.W.: C/o Airlines of N.S.W., 74 Sharp
Street. 921.

COWRA: Cowra Travel & Information Service.

Macquarie Street. 484.

DARWIN, N.T.: C/o M. V. Johnston Motors Ltd., Cnr.
Mitchell and Knuckey Street. 2947.

DEVONPORT, TAS.: C/o Golden Fleece Service Station,
Best Street. 2-1431 (Day), 2-2032 (Night).

DUBBO, N.S.W.: C/o Airlines of N.S.W., Macquarie St.
3292 (Day), 3553 (Night).

EMERALD, QLD.: C/o Lock’s Garage, Borilla St. Tel.: 1.

FREMANTLE, W.A.: 22 Mitchell St., Mt. Pleasant. 64-3524.

GERALDTON, W.A.: C/o Queen’s Service Station, 81
Durlacher Street. 985 (Day), 669 (Night).

GOROKA, N.G.: C/o Tutt Bryant (N.G.) Ltd. Tel.: 59.

HOBART TAS.: 117 Sandy Bay Road. 2-1493. The Airport.
4-5011 (Day), 2-1493 (Night). Wrest Point Hotel Foyer.
5-1021 (Day), 2-1493 (Night).

HAMILTON, VIC.: C/o Ansett Roadways Pty. Ltd., 210
Gray Street. 725 (Day), 730 (Night).

INNISFAIL, QLD.: C/o The Book Centre, 34 Edith St. 88.
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BRISBANE — GOLD
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BRISBANE-GOLD COAST, Coolangatta
Surfers Paradise I.UGU' Hmes ml'

EVERYWHERE FOR SERVICE

AVIS RENT-A-CAR—the ALL Aust-
ralian System with a world reputation
for service brings to you the finest,
newest, widest choice of cars at the
lowest rates.

When you drive AVIS you enjoy
the protection of a world famous
Organisation, which has been selected
above all other by every Australian
Airline and Railway System, because
AVIS alone offers fully comprehensive
insurance and scrupulously fair rental
conditions releasing you entirely from
financial loss due to damage or injury
to persons, property or the vehicle.
Safe and carefree motoring is your
guarantee when you drive AVIS.

AVIS “Minute Saver” Service is
available at all city hotels, airports,
railway stations and ship terminals.
AVIS free reservation service is fast
and accurate—your preference for car
and place of delivery is speeded to
its destination by a nation-wide tele-
type network.

FULL COLLISION PROTECTION

covering all liability from the first
penny is available at 12/6 per day,
£3/0/0 a week. Sports and large
cars £1/0/0 per day and £5/0/0

per week. No charge after 4 weeks.

BRISBANE: Cnr. Ann St.

32-0176, Night.

COOLANGATTA: Pacific Highway.

Opposite Airport Gates.

North Quay.
The Airport. 68-2468.

AVIS RENErffﬁ"gﬁe %

&

2-8698, Iray;
—

TWEED HEADS: 314.
-

SURFERS PARADISE: 3225-7 Pacific Highway., 9-1911.
———
OFF-SEASON—21st September-14th August.

Lowest Rates Hourly Daily Weekly
Volkswagen 5/- 10/- £3/10/-
T'alcon Fordomatic Sedan;

Holden Hydromatic Sedan 10/- 35/~ £10/10/ o
Falcon Fordomatic Station

Sedan; Holden Hydromatie

Station Sedan 10/- 40/- £12/10/-
Eenault Fleride Convertible 15/- 50/- £13/10/-
Mercedes-Benz;

Ford Fairlane 20/- 100/ - £25/-/-

HIGH-SEASON—15th August-20th September.

Volkswagen 5/- 20/- £9/-7-

Falcon Fordomatic Sedan;

Holden Hydromatic Sedan 10/- 40/- £12/10/-
Falcon Fordomatic Station

Sedan; Holden Hydromatic

fwtatinn Sedan 10/- 45/- £13/10/-
Mercedes-Benz;

Ford Fairlane 20/- 100/- £25/-/~

Mileage Rate for all makes is 1/- per mile, except Mercedes
and Fairlane, 1/2d.
Minimum Mileage, small cars only — 3¢ per day.
Conventional gear shift available at same rate.
LONG RENTAL DISCOUNTS

28 days and over
56 days and over
R4 dayvs and over

Longer periods on

6%
1%
10%

application.

FREE RADIO AND INSURANCE WITH EVERY CAR

July, 1963
YSTEM

RENT - IT - HERE—LEAVE - IT

THERE. Tthis unique Avis Service
now costs nothing extra between all
State Capital cities in Australia.
Modest recovery charges apply for
other one-way journeys and for all
luxury class large cars.

CREDIT. AVIS honour all Australian
and International Airline Credit Cards.
AVIS System Credit Cards, American
Express, Federal Hotels, Chevron
Hilton Identification Cards, C.C.F. Club,
Diners’ Club and accredited Companies’
Orders.

Available on application is a special
AVIS Credit Card which entitles you
to preferential treatment at all AVIS
Stations.

PETROL. Not included in the rates.
A full tank is supplied on delivery.
Tank is refilled at renter’s expense on
return.

FREE EXTRAS: Comprehensive

Insurance over first £30, radio, heater,
oil, grease, maintenance, road service,
luggage rack and road maps.

DRIVER’S LICENCE.

Current

Australian, Overseas or International
Licence is acceptable.
CASH customers are required to

make a minimum advance payment of
£5 a day or £30 a week—cash
adjustment either way on return.
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MOTELS OF AUSTRALIA LTD.
Australia’s Largest Network Of Fise Accommodation

DIRECTORY

ISSUED AP, 18980






