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June 22nd
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January 25th

GENERAL MEJTING DATES I984l85

April 27th

Iuly 27th

October 26th

February 22nd (Annual General Meeting)

May 25th

August 24th

November 23rd

The Club meets on the Fourth Friday of the month (except December) at 8.00 p.ffi., in the
Deepdene Park Hall, Whitehorse Road, Deepdene.

SOME OF OUR CLUB CARS

2. Keith Willimott's Series II Hawk Estate Cqr.t. Nancy Balt's Series IV Super Snipe - outright Concours winner 1982.

3. Nancy Kennedy's Mark IV Super Snipe. 1, Ross Brotnley's Series III Estate Cnr frorn Ltunceston, Tasmsnio.
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CALENDAR 99SEEB_L94,.

GESERAL IIEf,IIING. 8.00 PI.
SSEA,KER: CtRy CAI{[Wr:r.r., ICHBOIE SLAIIUCn.

cot{couRs Dr EITEGANCE. BAIfiAt[ PABK, FBAI{KSI0f,.

$I PER CAR EI{TRY TO PARK.

COImINED ROOIES CARS "GEt I0GEIHER'' ' DISPIJ,A,Y'

WINE BOTTIING AI{D FAMIIY DAY. "WOODSIDE''
D.O,FFODIII FARU' SEVIITtrrE. 11.00 Atrfi.

EOSTED BY EITNBNAM & SATBOT CI,UB.

18th. BnIDIGO SWAP MEET. BEIIDIGO SHOW-GROIINDS.

CENERAL MEETIISG. 8.00 !M.- 1+ZatAn- -(' vei- -447 - <- L c' 4 -
ANNUAI PRSSEI{TATION DINSER. I,A BRETAGNE

RXSIAURAIIT, 1?0 HrGH Sr. KE|W. 7 .rO WL.

$1?. o0 SfNGlE, 0HILDRII{(U. 15) $10.0o.
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C!I'B REGAIJIA FOR SAIE:

JACKET PATCHES:

WITTDCEEA,IERS:

T-TSEIBfS:

WINDSCNEH$ STICKERS:

CAR BADGES:

POSTAGEI

Prlnted cloth patches with henstitchetl ed.ges.

Club 1ogo. $2.0O each.

PALo blue or grey, sizes 10 to 22. $15 each.
([3. Sizlng ls rather snall).

Yhtte short sleeve rith Club logo sFme as
rlndcheater" $?.OO each.

Club Lo9o with peeL-off baeklng. $1 "00 each.

Enanel badges for badge-bar or bunper. 
o

11o.oo each.

PTEASE AlD $1.00 P0STAGE FoR WTNDCHEAIER,

T-SEIRI OR CAR BADCE. SSA8. FOR OIHER ITEMS.

*'*:r * *,**'r **'* * *** lt *lC * ** {' ****** **

?r.'r . i il

: 0DRM OAREIESSITY AffD

I,IFETIME. N
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YOUR UOIOR CAR WIU[, ONLY LASf YOUn



FCOUING E-TEN[S.

( . fc bave bcen lavlted by tho Rover Car Club to acoonp.Ily thEnI oa a day nrn to KIf,EtOf, on SIIilDAI fOVIttsEB 25+h. o .

i,.. It la proposed that thle 1111 take the lom of a fan{Iy outlng
' tlth pLenLc/ BBQ lunch and a look around, the hlstorlcal featurea c

:

;'" .. . of the tornshlP.
i , - Detalle fo. ne€tlng pLace, tlme etc. ln the nert nagazlne but 'r
,-.r. bear the <late ln nind when plannlng your nonthrs soclal calend.ar.

: 
***lt********)tJf ***16******

ASNUAI DINNER. IrA BREIACNE. 48tr . t 2a ,/?f 4 sf /(a\t'/ 
.

Booklngs for the Dlnner should. be flnallzeil by the nert neetlng
lf poeslble. Renember soft drintrs (orange Juice etc. ) are
lncluded ln the cost of the ticket but"you need. to supply your
orn wlne or beer. 

- \-'l

Concours and club trophies will be presented on this night,
al-so the raffle and special colpetitions drawn.

* .r( * * )f * lf *'tt i( * -rt x Jt tt Jf 'rf *' J( * )i i('r( :lf

BNDTG. swaP *EET. ' '

Meeting point for Club Members attendting the Swap Meet (and e

any other interested or interestlng Humber olrners you might
oiscover) will be on the triangular grass area just inside the
matn entry gate. We w111 assenble around 2.3O H{,. on Saturd,ay,
November 17th for a yarn and to neet with country members. lVear

your club windcheater or t-shlrt for easy identification. -'
There wiLl be Club regalia avallable for purchase on thls day
lf you Let the secretary kno; your requlrements beforehanet.

Jf rFltt(- )€ r. * *'i' * ;( * rt * * * )( X- { -)( X-'*')(lt

iTooDSrDE DA:FqODrl FAm[ nqg" DAY.- (NOV. 1lth)

The Srrnbearn and Talbot Club is hosting this itay and it is also
their CIub Coneours. Since this event is just following oqr
Concours we should have sone tip top cars to put on dlsplay. 

s

..woocr91cre"In on gne !llJ. l,lue or Lne flal.uurboll .nrgnlvay up Lne IlIl.I
as you pass out of Sevllle. Sign posts wll-l be displ-ayed. See

Melway nap 119. Bottled wlnes with souvenir label avallable for
purchase oa the day are a noselle, relsllng, recl ancl a port.
Prlces fron $3 a bottle. Bring your own BBQor picnlc Lunch.
A trophy wlll be provided. for nost popular car of the day.



fuloru' ?674743 AlrcK-

6fuful s saP'a+

.]L 
I+A\E 6EEN ftSKED TO BRINA -rb YOUR NC'TICE THAr

HOLDI.Nq, OUR 4J' NA-IIONAL RALT-Y ON B.9.YIO
WE ARE

Ftts. i?6s.

].

TI+e vENuE l s AT -TAupo, *TFE

f\ECcA orv THE NoRTH EfuD oFNomp lst_AND.

l+oLtoAY & TRouf Hst-ltt*t0
LAKE TArl PO, cENTRAL

WE EtrTEN.ID Tb You g. ALt YouR T4Efy\BERS A HEARTY
WELcor\E SHour-p -Tl+Ey DE-cr DE To ATTEI-ID, rrurrF TlrE
RECENT N.Z. DLyALUA'TIoN r A N.:a l+oLlDAy wouLD BE
EXCELLLNT VALUE..
ETITTUUO ANY ON E REQUiR.E FURTI{ER lrrr FOP.IGTTON . Rf.ASE
courAq ThE w R|-FER AT AtsoVE PIDDRESS .

L $AVE ENCLOSEb AM HOTEU BROCHURE-.

'(ou R1-FA,THFULLY.

ffi*,*r7 sec/tnro*

AUSTRALIA DAY PAGEItr!:

INFORMATIOI{ IIAS BEEN RECEIVE) FROU IHE D3P1. OF THE PRXMIER

IHA! THE AUSIRALIA DAY PACEAI{! ITIUIJ AGAIN BE flEtr:D IS 1985.
AS Itr PBSINOUS TEABS THE YSIT'E WII& BE lEE IREA.SURT A}ID FISZROY

GABDTSIS A}ID $TE SAME CONDITIOITS WITI OPERATE AS IN 1984.

CARS IIASIUFA TURM PRIOR !O 1955 ARE ETIGIB],E fO H{!ER, A}ID A

.COUMETORATIVE UEDAil,IOtr WII,IJ BE PROVIDED FOR, EACH CAR OIT DISPLAY.

EITRIES UUS! BE II{ BY MID NO\TTMBER. !O AIJOW ARR.ASGHIEIITS TO BE

IIADE IITTH TI{E DEPARTMENI . PLEASE IIEIP PROMOTE THE HCCV. BY

' mEIINe YoUR CAR 0U DISPLAY IF SLIGIBLE.
foBE DETAILS FROU SECnSIARI' ?H. 4r5 6154.

fiPaRE P,ABTS 9OBXER,:

ril DISC BRAKT P^0DS, TilPORIED rROX CASAD , AR3 AvArLASrfi FoB

^tlpnox. $2? PER SB! rROU !II8 FOITOIINO SUrpr,rmi
MEI,BOURNE CIJUTgfi UTO Nru,TE SERVICE,

MI}3?HT ST. RICHXIOND.
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PRI OE OF OWNERSHI?.

.DISPLAY OF CARS.

Bnrgq youR, cAR. (* Youn fRtENDq
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TI{E HTJMBERETTE -ocToBER 1984

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Our day Erip to Moe on Sunday Septernber 9th turned out a beautiful day. The old
Folk Museum was very interesting and had good facilit.ies where we had an
excellent 1unch. After a wander through the Museum, we proceeded to the Power
Station, where we watched a film of the workings of the power plant. From the
Power Station we ventured on a tour of the Hazelwood and Loy Yang District h'ith
out Lour guide, Tom, to finish at his home for a lovely afternoon tea whj-ch was
made by Lyn. I would like t.o take this opportunity to thank Tom and Lyn for
helping the day to be so successful.

At our September meeting ve were pleased to meet again wit.h our old member John
Browne whors talk on Painting and Preparing Cars was of great interest to all.
There are many hours work to be done undercoating and top coats of paint. before a
good finish can be achieved. Having car done at a paint shop can cost $1,2000.00
or more.

A11 cars entering the concours should be well on the lray to being prepared for
4th November. I nyself am finding it difficult weather wise to find the tine,
but as time is running out, I will have to try working between showers etc.

hle would like to see as many cars as possible in the pride of ownership, this
secti.on is open to all cars used on a regular basis. Plenty of elbow grease will
give these cars Lhe clean up they require.

To all our nenbers on the sick list, we hope you will be well soon and we all
hope to see you at a club function soon.

W. Holmes

************+**************************************************************:8*****

M]NUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF H.C.C.V. HELD ON 28.9.84 AT DEEPDENE.

President Bill Holmes opened
and visltors present.

APOLOGIES:

the rneeting at 8.35 pm and welcorned the 27 members

MINUTES:

Pat Daly, Harold and Adelaide Underrvood
Ian and Daphne Fazackerley, Bill Peace,
Joan Holmes.

Minutes of the last general meeting were
read and accepted as correct on the motion
of Bob Kennedy, seconded Paul Carter.

Donation for cot death research has been
acknowledged by Royal l,lomen's Hospital.
Comnittee suggested one or two combined
club outings a year in response to Dainler/
Lanchester club.

Australia Post; re proposed postage
increase, March t85.
Royal Womenrs Hospital; receipt and letter.
Bosnich Family/Ron Shewan; thank you cards.
A.O.M.C.; re Red Plate Scheme and booklet.
A.0.M.C.; re Wallah Field support.
A.0.M.C. I minutes delegates meeting.
Lake Goldsmith Steam Co-op; Steam Rally
Beaufort Octobe/ 27 /28th.

BUSINESS ARISING:

IN:CORRESPONDENCE:

1.



cftff:

NEWSLETTERS RECEIYED:

TRE*SIJR.ER'S REPORT:

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES RSPORT:

TtsCHNICAL CTFICER'S REPORT:

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT:

EDITOR'S REPORT:

GENERAL BUSINESS:

P. Batten/J. Stevart; club regalia.
Daimler/Lanchester Club; re combined outings
R.W. Hospital; donation.
2 membership application forms.
Minister for Transport; Support for Wa11an
Field Site.
Ministry of the Arts; Support for Wallan
Field Site.
A.0.M.C.; Support for Wallan Field Site.

Humber Car Clubs of S.A., Australia, and
N.Z.; C.H.A.C.A., AMVC, Austin A40,
Chevrolet, Daimler/Lanchester, Rover,
l,lo1sley.

Correspondence was recej-ved on the motion of
David Dunlop, seconded Barry Bosnich.

Bank has verified balance in the cheque
account as correct. No further report due
to Peterts absence.

Bill ltolmes expressed the Club I s thanks to
Tom and Lyn McAlpine for providing afternoon
tea and for organising the SEC Tour on the
Moe trip.

Bob Kennedy gave deLalls of a rare early
Humber motor he had acquired and requested
informaLion on this. The motor is a late
20rs or early 30's model, OHV, 6 cylinder
motor with 4 speed gear box and may be
viewed at Bobts home.

Nothing new this monLh, manuals and hand-
books are available for loan by contacting
Pau1.

I2O magazines posted this month.

1. Windcheaters are ready for purchase At
$15 each
I'fembers are reminded to make allowance for
the small sizing when ordering. It may be
necessary to order more of the large sizes.
2. Tickets for the Presentation Dinner
should be booked by the October meeting.
3. Extra tickets for the Christmas Hamper
raffle are available from the Secretary.
Donations of tinned foods are still needed
to fill the Hamper. Traditional items will
be purchased.
4. Gumbuya Park outing on October 7th will
be held in conjunction with the Rootes Car
C1ub.
5. Speaker at the next meeting was announced
as Gary Cantwell from Moray Platers and
Gril1e Works.
6. Lloyd Hughes reported that Bob Thwaites
from Carrts Garage, Kew. had 2 Snipe motors
complete for removal. Rob Dunlop offered
to help trailer them array.

2.



i. AOMC produced bookfet on rhe Red plate
Permit Scheme was displayed and orders taken
at $1 each.

Considerable discussion ensued regarding
use of cars on these plates.
8. Norm Watt presented a gift-ware

, catalogue rvith discount prices for members.
This may be borrowed from the Secretary.I r 9. For Sales from the floor:
Series V Super Snipe in excellent condition.
Price $5000 Ballarat.

?iB, 588";l{"11",1il':i:. :: i I*,'0u,7(1,0"
minus motor. Bob wishes to acquire a set of
doors for a Series V or VA Snipe.

There being no further busj-ness the meeting closed at 9.35 pm after which members
enjoyed an infornative talk on car paints by John Browne. Supper concluded the
vening.

\', ***********:*******:t<******rl*:'<*******************<**<*****+**************************

SECRETARY'S NOTES.

You will have read in the last magazine where new front windscreen rubbers ard
now available for Series V Super Snipe. The NSW Club has been active in
arranging the manufacture of these rubbers which may be purchased from 01d Auto
Rubber Co., st. Maryrs NSW. I notice that Hillman Spares and Repairs, Blackburn
is also advertising windscreen rubbers for the Series V Snipe with Series IV soon
to be available so it seems Lhat these two models are well catered for at the
moment.

Jim Davidson, H.C.C. of A. Spare Pqrts Director, is currently organising for
series II Vogue rubbers to be manufactured and I believe there is a possibility
of windscreen rubbers being manufactured for other model Hurnbers if sufficient
interest is shown. Jim can fill you in on all the details here and bearing in
mind the extreme difficulty one usually encounLers when trying to obtain
replacement rubbers, it would be well worth while contacting him if you are at

r. , all interested. I understand a minimum order of around six rubbers is required\/ before production becomes a viable possibility.

To give you an idea of t.he rnoney you would be looking a't, the Series II Vogue
rubber is about $50, payment in advance. Keith has ordered one for our Series II
so It11 report further when it arrives. Incidentally, for those with Multi
Rootes interests, the Series fII Vogue front windscreen rubber also fits the
Hillman Super Minx Seri-es III.

Jim Davidson may be conLacted at 5 Clyde St, Guildford, N.S.W. 216I. Phone No.
(02) 681 4448.

You will notice from the November Club Calendar what a busy tine we have
approaching with the prospect of a club outing each weekend. No-one expects you
to attend everyone of these but may I suggest that you set your priori-ties or
decide where your special interests lie and atLempt to get to one or two of the

' functions.

The month.rs activities kick off with our Annual Concours dt Elegance - this year
at Ballam Park Frankston

3.



The Concours is a good opportunity to display your cleaned and polished "pride
and joy" whilst at the same time picking up a few pointers on presentation for
future concours. The early model pre-marks will be well represented in the
display this year, as well the Series Snipes. Letts see a special effort to
boost the line-up of Hawks and Vogues as well. Hopefully, the improving weather
and day light saving hours may provide the incentive to entice some of our
country nembers to make the Frankston trip. Both you and your vehicle will be e

assured of a warm welcome. I believe the Bromley family and Maz Heazlewood are
coning across from Tasmania and we would be delighted to see any visiting members

, from interstate clubs

By next meeting I would appreciate an indication of whether you intend being
present at the Annual Dinner. A booking has been made at La Bretagne for 40 and
at the moment there are 16 unfilled places. Drawing of the Christmas Hamper
competition and presentation of annual trophies will take place at the dinner as
well as the usual nFather Christmas" visitation.

You will find ful1 details of all the monthfs activlties elsewhere in this
magazine. Please endeavour to attend at least one of the outings.

I look forward to seeing you there.

l4argaret.

*********************************************************************************

EDITORIS NOTES.

Copies of irl.S.M. 127 Autoruatic Transmission Fault Finding and Diagnosis Chart are
available now. These cover Series Hawk and Snipe Borg Warner D.G. Autos.

This months article on the MK S/Snipe road test L'as contributed by Ross
Bromley. (Thanks) .

Barry.

**********************************************:F**********************************

GOOD NEWS ON RETREADS

Retreads should be cheaper foll-owing a judgement in the Federal Court - Mr
Justice Beaumont ruled that retreading invovlved no more than a repair of a
product.

It means that the 20 per cent tax on retreaded tyres imposed since June 1983 r+i11
be set aside.

Australian Automobile Chamber of Commerce executi.ve director, Mr Kinglsey Di-gnum,
saj.d the retreaders had been hurt badly by the imposition of the tax.
ttThe government should now be convinced that sales tax cannot be applied to
repaired or reconditioned goods," he said.ttlf the move by the taxation commissioner had not been contested, Lhe repair of a
whole range of autonotive and domestic products may have fallen prey to this
iniquitous tax.tl

Mr Dingnum said a large-scale program would now be initiated to recover sales
taxes which had been paid under protest since June 1983.

Wherever possible, money would be repaid to the purchasers of retreaded tyres who
had paid the tax.

*********************************************************************************:
4.



WANTED TO SELL VIC.

Parts for Sale. S.Snipe Ser III (one) Ser.
Also 3 good boot mats for Ser S/S.
Ph: 397 7836.

IV (two) Ser VA ( two) .

54 S/S 84 Gen Miles, new rings 5000 miles, 5 new tyres,
needs paint, bit rust partly redone, $600. Ian Hinks -

new
050

muffler, ok mech,
- 24 5248. (Irymple)

Vogue Ser III Parts.
Windscreen, sLarter, wiper motor, tail lights, etc. All cheap. Mr l{heatley.
Ph: 789 6506.

Duplicalor Rex Rotary model 1050, including stencils, paper and instruct,ion book
in V.G.C. $125 ring Sec H.C.C.V. 435 6354.

Fur flex door trim, A1 quality (green only) $9 netre, standard Black and most
colours $6.50 neLre. This trim will fit nost hawks and snipes but not vogues.
See samples at club neeting. Available from Blacknans, Clarence Street, East
Bentleigh.

Super Snipe Series V, L965.
1 owner, 87r0OO miles, neu Lyres, 12 mths reg., as ner,r condition inside and out.
Smoke green/grey interior. No power steering or air conditioning. $5,000
approx. Mr Peter Dane (053) 39 1456. (Ballarat).

Water Pump Repair Kits to suit various Humber models $40. Ph z 439 2O48

***********r.*************************************************************'***:*****

H.C.C. TAS NEltrS.

Firstly; As I was informed by two club members I left out the date for our BBQ,
it is being held on Saturday 17th November, lets make it a good meeting and have
a good number of members turn up.

Also last weekend I wenL down and had a look at the Restorers Car Club of Tasts
swap meeting. They had a very good day, financially and crowd vise. While I was
there I was talking to some of the committee members and they suggested we have a
run somewhere with then, in early December, we all agreed on going to Ross, being
the half way mark from Launceston and Hobart, maybe the first Sunday. This has
to be finalised as yet, it was suggested we do the sane as rre did when we formed
our Humber Club, use the Avenue Lo park the cars and let people ningle anong
themselves, naybe someone can organise things to do for the day. I donrt know if
the local is open on Sundays for a counter lunch, mal be someone can give sone
info on this.

Anyone who wishes Lo go along can meet at Cornwall at 9.30 and leave there at 10
am. Any club members from Hobart wishing to go also can meet up at Ross, E.T. of
arrival at Ross will be 11-11.30 an.

last week our nenber from Devonport (Brian Lee) was hospitalised and rrre are happy
to report he is improving every day, on behalf of the club we all wish him a
sp6edy recovery. Anne and I went to see him in hospital and he is quite happy
and cheery.

5.



On the Australia Day holiday next year our first anniversary run will be to
Hobart. Can any Hobart menbers suggest places to go and sui.table acconrnodation
for Saturday and Sunday nights. Please contact me as soon as possible.

Well thatrs all I have to report on this nonth.

Ross Bromley.
H.C.C. Tas.' 

**oo*********'t ***********************************************:r***:F**************:*

HU'IBITS.

Splash systems of lubrication had taken over from the old brass drip feed and
$ere common practice on nost cars by the late 1900rs. In these a crankcase of
Linited dimensions was used so that the oi1 in the surnp vas squirted
energeLically all over Ehe big ends and main bearings. As this systen was
suitable only for noderate engine speeds the introduction of a subnerged
gear-type punp on Hunbers 1909 light car was considered a significant advance.

The lfunber concern by 1936 held a sizeable percentage of their directorial and 
'r

nayoral market with their ttHumber Pullnanff and Willlam Rootes was deternined to
produce a ceremnial carriage for King Edward VIII. The result was the Sunbean
Thirty, a Roesch designed o.h.v. straight-eight ot 4 I/2 litrescapacity, with the
usual lightweight valve gear, and a ten bearing crankshaft. The four speed
gearbox has synchromes and the chassis, with its tranverse I.F,S. and Bendix
brakes was largely Hunber

Prices of complete cars were around the 1,300 mark and though it is believed
seven rere made all have disappeared without trace.

During the 1953 Redex Trial as the cars made their way to Mount Ganbier a Humber
nas involved in the most frustrating incident of the trial. It raced over a
mud-capped hill and found its way barred by a large beer wagon ponderously
climbing through the mud. Both the Humber and the wagon becane hopelessly bogged
in a quagmire as they tried to pass. The Redex crev set about unloading alL the
kegs of beer, then used the wagon to to\{ out their own car. The beer uas then
replaced and the two vehicles proceeded. ttThe truckie r*ould not even 1et, us tap
a barreltr reported the crew sadl-y. \v''

At the end of r*or1d var 2 a Delegation of British motor manufacturers and
businessnen inspected the bombed out volksuagen conplex for the purpose of taking
over ttlock stock and barreltt.

The group declined the offer and the works reverted back to German control and
outstanding success.

The leader of the British consortium was f'Lord Rootesft, head of the vast Rootes
Group conpanies.

Testiomonial Printed by thomas Humber in his first Humber bicycle catalogue 1873.

Dear Sir - I purchased one of your spider bicycles sone.tlro years ago, and
although it has been ridden on an average of about 6O niles per week, an on
several occasions been engaged in spills and collisions, it is now almost as
sound as when first despatched from your works.

q
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I AtOVt: tNlPl L ;ot orty r fb ftttpd crr, brr h L vr$ &dgmd, tcr. lcdr
lhor crc clrn ond flowirg. lf orcrv*lvc. Tf,o 6crr &or lllrf rldr ]c ollow oo
ol rilrl crd crlt. '

THE SNIPE IS SUPER

the lo cor field tn Austrolia. CARy rood test reveoled better

hqndling quolities thon on ony tjrl. outo tested so for.

FEW can in thc world today
' arr: able to qovcr ncrally
rough goinc aa quicLly and ar
ably ar thc le,tcrt Humbcr

. $uper Snipe. Thfu cir L a.l
ruggcd ar they comc rnd for a
f-1827 raloon, thc worknran-

ahip throughout ir outatanding.
In all, I'luve covercd about 21,frX)

miles in the Soipe - once oo a sun/ey
trip around Auscralia on bchalf of the
Rootes Group for the 1954 Redcx
Trial, and again around Ausralia on
the actual event, only a fortright lacr.
Recently wc piled .up enottrer 200
miles, giving a Snrpe thd mrrnal work-
out over dre CARS' road'tcst coune.

Most rbederr hevc hcerd of thc o'tditioor
prweilint throughon tttc Tdd but not of
whrt thc ts'o survct crrs hed to contcod with
iust efrer heavy reios hrd s?ollcn thc Fitzroy
River to t nging tortcnt in tbc fer oonh of
Vcstcrn Austrelil, lnd thc "wct' hd rcducal
rcads to a shamblcs.

\fe had heltcd h Sydey, vrinly *eiting
for cooditions to improvc !o rs to cnsufc
reasooable rccrrncy in ploning rhc roed coo-
ditions which thc olficirl team woutd lecc in
rlre lcrual tria!.
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Timc was running short anrl d*re was a

,rrcrt dcat to be donc, includiog tcing up
ourbeck country <icalcts ior scrricc irrlcr on.
Srrcrel timcs dL c"n hed to be nra'hrodlcd
through crcctc bals aod rhe warhi*r;r which
so c,,iavetages that the ors h:d ro bc driven
as frst es possible whcncver Dcsibh.

Onc car-rcorcscnrcd thc Ncs Sqrth Velcs
Hurnber. tcair rnd our c.t thc Victorian
teatn. Tom Sulrnro, wcll.lcoo*n Sydncy
ncinS end trials drivcr, Ccd Juncs .nd Eill
Nunn, wcte in ooc Snipe end thcrc wrs
Russcll Laoc, of Ncelr Moton ia Xclbournc
rnd rayrclf in thc othca

A: thc survcy wu elso rn crpcrimcotel
run for rh crrs, rhcy were loedcd to ebout
2l rons grorc wcitbt, ro you crn irnegilc
thc strein impolcd on thc suspensioo es wc
bcltod ecrosr sooc of the rock-srrccn, pot-
holcd winding outbcc& reds.

Ho* docs rbc Snipc sttnd up to tbesc con-
ditio$ and |usr hor is the suspemion laid
out?

Wcll, wlrcn tlre cer wes 6rct dcsigncd, rhc
socciEcations lqid down relled for e fremc
tLr w.s sdfi cnough to give e fecling of
se<urity rt high spccd (the hcavy-duty shock
rbsorbcrs arc ilnong the lergcrt fitterl to eny
riloon car) lnd a ftont suspension eblc to

tekc hard knocks what English coginecrs
tcrn "ruggcd colonial conditions."

Adequate brakes with a drum diamctcr of
ll inchcs and a widrh of 2* inches wcrc
fittc<l and the manufecturers insistcd thet they
should bc elficient and in keeping with e
9i) m.p.h. crr atrd al'ie io show e quick
recovcrt efter immcrsioo in watcr. ln othcr
wordr, right ftom thc drawing-boerds thc
Supei Snipc war dcsigned as . cr! for out-
back roads.

Tlre unusual pan of the otory is thet
eround town thc ride is alt one could cxpcct,
without .oy spongy scnretion; the iaterior
ir gell appointcd end comforable, whitc the
conrolr erc fcather-light.

ta ccroin conditioor the Snipc rprings
crn bc mede to bonom end oocc or rsicc
duriog rhc sunrcy and the Triel, when tnvcl-
ting at rbout 60-70 m.p.h., cncountcrcd
moundr in rhe rord thrt crrshed thc rur-
pcnsion up qgeinst the rebound rubbcrr,

shite et thc gmc riroc dl four rjrceb lcft
rhc ground. On tbc ecnrel Trirl ovcr rhe
"hormr strcch' betwcco Clonorrry end
Mouat tsr rc wcrc diving into crccl bcdr
end crerhing through boulders on rhc bcd,
ceusing thc rprings to bottom consaotly, but
therc sccmcd to bc fcw illcfocts ftom thir
treatmcnt. Unds norrnrl cooditionr ot cvctt
on r thG ca$' t6t trrct thc rpringr ooly
bottomcd once et high spccd on my fevorrita
prthole.
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Corncring har.l promrxes some brxly r<rll,
but at no rime d<xs ir bccome llerming, anrl
the Snipc is so well-balenccd thet well.
c(lntr()llc{l drilr cro be hcld rhrough flsr.
hcnds. At sloc/ spectls around roryo rhcrc
is some tyre squeal, due mainly to (he hrri€
section tyres use,J-7.00 x llin.

Haodling characreristics can bc secn ro rhL t
ixst arlvanttgc on ;;ravcl, end crtrcmep -
high averagcs can be buik up wherc the
normal car would bc backing ofi to sevc
inrurring dzmagc or irxr much discom{ort for
the <xcupants. On rhe Trial is was possiblc
ro outstrip the meinrity of crrntcstrots on
loose-surfired .roads wirh comperarivc casc.
Throughlilrcavy rand thc low specd pulling
power ofirhc cnginc rnd thc lerge rc.ction
tyres ad$p to r formuh which mcans thet

i.*ri: Sehiclc 
which is not going to bos

On the sutvq" . ceftain m.ke of tyrc with
a biting cdge on rhe rrells was uscd end thc
Snipes wcrc quire good ovcr rnuddy rords.
I remembcr coming down into Vubin, in
Vestern Austrelie, thc road was.guitc hard,
but therc was a thin co.ting of mud ovcr .iiic suiiace--ircacherous conditiocs. ii yuu
like. In these circumstences I was eblc ro
bold a speed of fust over thc 60 m.p.h.
During thc Trial we cncountc,ed similar wct
conditions on the way inro Vubir, but a
diffcrent make of ryrc was 6ttcd ar.J aftcr
the car began spinning in rhe road t was
force.l to drop spced considerably. Both
makes o( ryre wcre ordinary Beneral road
wear, bur ihe Snipc pcrformed fei bertcr rrith
the 6rst "bocrs" on the whccts.

Many clrivers arc surptiscd with rhe accu-
tatc control of rhc stcering rt 80 m.p.h. iir
the big Humbers efrcr checking rhe turns
from locl{ to lock in the me<hanism rnd
finding tlrcm to be 4|. \(hen ncgotieting
sharp turns or aking thc tverage bend, only
a smell lmount of moverncot at the wheil
is requirc<1. Thi: is becausc a variable ratio
is incorporared in the stcering to givc thc
prccisc control ncccssary vhcn trevelling fasr,
yct gcaretl low cnou.qh lor li.qhtness when
parking.

With a. 9fi. 7Jin. whoclbesc. onc cxpccts
a fairly lir.qc turning circlc antl rhc SniJr
mcirsurei up to ahrul 4] fc.et.

Developed lrrm rhc 6-cylinder overhsad
valve cnginc uscd for some timc in Commer
trucks, the Snipe powcr-unit is robust rnd
possesses excellent rorque cherectcristicr.
I:rom a$1t l0 m.p.h. the car will pick up
smoothly and efrortless in rirp gear even with
the high ovcrall rear *le ol !.7 ro onc 6$cd.
Vith a capaciry of 4,119 c.c., this engine is
am(rng the largcst to comc in from Englend
intl the rnaxirnus:r .3evslcpment is ll] b.h-1.
at orrly ),400 r.p.m.'i'For those iotcrcstcd in
pisron speeds, rhis Humbcr operetcs undet
2,100 {t. a rninute rt marirnurl bh.p., so
thcre is no sped wherc, thcorctically, thc
motor should bc overworked. All the Snipcs
in thc lart trial were still quitc sound in thc
motor efier 10,@O miles of hard running.

A big hclp to e big cer I alneys miinnin
is the four-spccd Be.rbx. Third gcar in
the Humbcrs was, of coursc, sirnply invalueblc
oo the trips around Austnlie whcre rvcr..qer
wcr€ thc ordcr of thc day. Therc is a pos-

siblc 74 m.p.h, in this gcer when rcally
wound up and in this nrio ir tekcs I pretry
high-powcral clr to hold rhe Snipc up r long
steep hill. Usually there is scldom eny ncetl
to changc our g[ 1ep on r run.

tsuilt ro dcal wirh cxtrcrncs. thc Humber
hru i maximum of 10 m.p.h. in rccond gear
and hbout 30 m.p.h. in. firsr. First cao bc
eogaged right up to its maximum wirh cesc
sceing synchromesh is 6tted. ln ao Amcri-
cln rcporr on this cer I w|s amused ro rce
thar rhey relerrcd to rhe closc-rario geer&rx
as r "real sporty rrrnsmission."

(nexf pege pleascl
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! ASOVI : lfAt ddc ricy of tlrc gnigc rcvcch dcel liacr ltlt givc the cor o lon9,lov lsot. lcor dccl ir clcor ond uncr.ilercd cad thc big locl *indow, providing
rnph ririon, ccnlorrnr vith currcnt r?yling lrradr.

I ABOVC: SOOT ol rhc Hunbcr Supcr tnipc ir roorny cnough t. co.?y thc whclc
fomily'r bgtote on vccotinlr. Suitccser ccn $c rcnrovcd without obr?lrction fron
lhc rporc, rAich ir tuchod owoT on lho righl.

t! ASOYE: INTIfl|OR ir beih roomy ond well-cgpointcd. Eeach-typc lron? rcot
occomnodotct lhrcc in comlorl. ond borh lront ond rco? scotr orc providcd with big,
nreful orar-ecrts. Thc floor ir flor-o' dccidcd cdvoategc.
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THE SNIPE IS SUPER lConlinued lrom previous page)

zffi*;
By stu.tying the lrrformance Ggurcs of

this tar one can gain a good idea of rhc
prc.qtessivc surg,e of powct zvailable in both
top anrl rhirrl from consrant spaedr. For
iostancc. in top thc 10-10, 2O-4O, 10-10 rnd
,1o-(r(l m.p.h. l'r6ures are all within a couple
of scconds rrf rlne anr>rhcr. In most cars
thcrc is a tar lqtatct varietion in thcse timcr
witlr thc scc()nJs increasing up ro 4O-60
m.p.h. ln thc Snipe rhe JGTO rod rhc 60-ttl)
m.p.h. ligu:es arc exccllent in rop, bcing l2.tl
anrl 17.() sc(onds rcspcctively.

lr{rny ownrrs arr inclincrl to leevc thcir
trrs in rhirtl :rr.)un(l .he rity, for thc hixh
ovcrall gc'arin.g docs not (:.usc any unduc
rcvving noisc to issue fnrm the rnot<lr eod
tlrr.rc is amplc pick'up lrom spectls :rs low
, nr.p.h. llerc ag;rin, a lrxrk at thc pcr-
[Jrrrrcc li.gurcs rcll thc story.

It is truc thar maximum speed in any crr
rr0warl:ry.s is nrorc <lf ac:rdemic inrercst than
anything else, but it is a useful gauge when
srrmmirr.A ul) a crr's pcrformance potcnrial.
'l-lrc I lumber Snipr-. u,ill see ah)ut 93 rn,p.i.
wlrcn llar to thc boardr bua on scvlral occa-
sions I have approached 100 m.p.h. oo the
"clock." On an average, thesc speedomctcrs
are out by about ) m.p.h. at rop spccd. At
(r{l m.p.h. th€y rrc reasonably accurate and
on rhc last car submirted for rest the spcedo-
mercr was 100% up ro 70 m.p.h.

Engine noise is well damperl out and eveo
in the intcrmctliatc ratios there is a rernark-
able lack o( gear whine. With rhe sidc
drivcr's wintlow tlown there is some rvincl
rorr. but rvith thc ventilator paocls opr:n it
rlocs nol increasc to nny annoying .legree.

Thc lrotly is wcll made cnd reasonably
.lustpr<xrf anrl takcn ove:all it will not tlcve-
lop r;rttlcs aftcr many milcs of tough going.
ln styling, the Snipc is strictly conservrt:ve,
yet the line, whcn vicwed frorn thc si<Je. is
sufhcicntly slcek ro give a long, low l<xrk.
This is lccenruatetl ;o a certain <lcgrcc by
thc lon.q b,onnct.

Scatc<l in thc rlrivcr's position, lorwarrl
visibiliry is ,qorxl irn<l thc nearsi<le rnudguard
(an bc scen makin.q filr easy placcmcnt of
thc r:rr in e,rn.qcstgrl spaces. 'fhc curved
win(l\crccl) is $'cll rakc.l an.l rhc s(rcen
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pillrrs, although relatively thick, do oo! causc
blind spots. After a few milcs ooc is apt
to forget that they a( thc wh€el of e cer
l6fr. lins. long, which is a credit to thc
design. At the rcar a largc curved window
is 6rred which is appreciared urhcn reversing,
for the Snipc has a lon.q tail. The lcngth
of rhe "rear deck" is advanta3eous in that it
encloscs a 19! cuhic fr:ot lu.g.ga,ge romFlrt-
ment-largc cnough fnr rn<>st nee.ls.

1'he four d<xrrs swin.r; witlc ro allow casc
of cntry anJ exir ro thc intcrior ao(l the
hrllcr( m.rn rvoul.l l:nJ nrt Jitlicuhy in sliJ-

ing in behind the lerge 17.! inch steering
wheel. Although mounted rather high, thc
wheel docs not cut the vision of the averagc
drlver because of the high driving position.

In the facia pancl the instruments ere ccn-
rmlly nounted and the half-circle spccdo-
merer is shroudcd to prevent it reflecring into
the windscrern ar nighr. Eithei sidc of thc
latter therc is an ammeter, oil-pressurc gauge,
watcr rcmperaaute ,iaufc and fuel gauge. An
electric clock is 6rted above the drivin.q
ntirSor on rop ol the winrlscreen. The
lighring of the instruntents is wcll thouHht
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I AB0YE: HER!'S o tert for ory Gor of oay rirc or nrclc. Tonr iulnon ia rhc
white Hunrber ir ceor:ing o rocky crccl sn rhc woy to Macloy. BELorrv: Hufilcr'
oi 3srvct. There corr o.€ c"orring rtc Filiroy Rivtr. Hotc thc noir toid d. tharad for Ircction. TSc corr vcnt wcll in difflcr,lt condltioar, thc ornplc powcr bclng
o big focror in thcir ability to nrcet all obrtoclor.
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tJ AIOYE: AT lint gloacc du 'tltchor .o,ntoililGrt" lc.nr crowdcd, but t .c.th
thct colntcrbclcaccd boord tho ruxlliorlc lic prrfy ctore to hcnd. Bcttcey ir
tituolcd hoadily on thc drlv:r'r li&, corburc(tor ot thc lcft.

PENFORMAXCE DATA
Accelcr,otioa through t$e geors: 0-30

m.p-h., 5.O rccr.; O-4O rn.p.h., 7.5 secr.;
0-50 n.p.h., I 1.3 secr.; O-6O m.p.h.,
l{-2 rccs.; O-7O m-p.h., 24 socs.

Accclerotion in top gcor: l0-3O m.p.h.,
9.0 rccr.; 2O-tlO m.p.h.. 8,8 rccr,; 3O-50
n.g.h,, 9.1 rccr.; 4O-50 m.p.h.; l0.l \--
lGcl.

Accelcrotion in third geor: I O-lO
m-p.lr.. 6.3 *cx; 2O-1O m.p.h,, 6.5 secs.;
30-lO m.l-$., 7.1 secs.

59eed: in geors: lir:t, 30 rn.p.h.;
cecond, 5O rn.p,h.; thiJd, 74 rn.p.h,; iop,
93 rn.p.h. (rnox.l.

Fuel con:lmgtionl 16 m.p.g.
SPECTHCAT|ONS

Engine:6-cylindcr o.h.v. E8.9 x llt.l
mn. sirokc. Co2ocity {.139 cc. Dcve-
lops llt b.h.p. or 3,40O r.p.m. Corn-
prcsrion rotio: 7.13 ro l.

Tronrrnisrioa: zl-specd gearbox with
rynchronerh on cll forword gcors. Roiioe:
lirrt, I 1.55; recond, 7 ,74; thiill, 5.25;
top, 3.7 ro l.

Brolcr: Locthccd tve lecding rhoe.
Drurn dicnclcr, llin.; vidrh,z.lin. Totol
frirtionol crco, l9l rq. inr.

Surgcnrion: fronl, indcpcndsnt coil ond
whichbonc. Rcor, semi-clliptic. Shock
obrorbcrr, Msnroc tclercoglc,

Dimea:ioer: Wheelbore, 9fr. 7lin.;
lront trocl, {lr. lOin.; rcor trock. 4ft.
Elin.; overoll length, l6lt. 5in.; width,
6ft. I lin.; bcight, 5fr. 6in.; grouad
clcoroace, il'ia.; ronl cogocil,l, l5 9olr.;
trrniag cir<lc, 131t.; wcighr, 36cwl.
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out for one can have cither rhe spcedornctcr
illumineted or the smallcr gaugcs if rlcsired,
Th": merkings on thc spee<iorncter will ctey
Iuminous for a coosidcrable rime evc$ .{tct
the panel lightinghes been switched ofi.

The windsctecn wipers erc rwo'spced end
sclf-parking, and cvcn with mud on rhc
scre€n arc fairly powcrful. On a few occa-
sion3:l'l have thoughr that the blades could
be made longcr to wipc a larger arce of thc
screen. The self-cancclling turning indi-
crtort are operated by a control arm on thc
right .of the steering column. On the left
of the facia panel thcrc is a glovc lockcr of
reasonable proporrions.

After hours in thc car one is frec of echcs
and pains for the rcats arc beeutifully spruog,
with a foam-rubber ovcrlay c'ovcred with soft
leather. Borh fronr rnd rcar scats arc fined
with pull-down erm rests, but thc front rest
is inclincd to obstruct rhc drivcr's lclt arm
when changing gcars or *hcn driving enet-
getically on a winding road.

All four dtnrs arc 6aed sith arm rerts
which are suitably padded, rnd. rear-scet pas-
sengers can rakc advantrl3e of springJoeded
assisr srraps rnountal above the relr of thc
rear win.low. lo adtlition (o the normal
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forc-rnd-eft ediustmcnt, rhe front se.t lr.t
a three-posirion hcight ediustmenr.

Lclg-rriom is exc;llcnt and therc is suf,r-
cient roorn to s€.rt rhiec pcople ebrcest both
front and rcar. Thc front r€ai is 48 inches
berweco rbc erm r6as on the doors and thc
rcaf san( 10 inchcs.

The bonnct is not hard to lift end is
countcrbaLncd. lhc battcry is placcd on
the right-hend sidc of the motor wherc (he
lcvel can bc inspcced quirc simply, and the
rcst of the auriliaries lie well-to-hand.

The brakes are able to take a fair amouot
of punishmcnt without fade and pedal ptes-
surcs required erc quite light for a largc
cr,r. The. handbrekc is located under thc
right of thc instrument paoel and is of thc
pistol-grip variety.

Thc Humbcr Super Snipe is.doing e great
deal to buitd up Sritish prestige in thc big
car class in Australie and although thc
American crr-mindcd buycr may criticisc thc
interior ridth, he could not look pasr thc
eppointrncnts and rugged coorttuction. At
rhe samc rimc rhcre is ample grrform.ance
ao<l a power-unit that is thc lcme of relia-
bility; rhe handling qualiries are fat superior
to those of any from across tlre Pacific wc
havc tried so fer. I
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l3A: Humber Tw'elve was virttrally a new c.)r for tlre 1935 sellrrrct
season. lt was also known as tlre Twttlve-45 arrtj w;rs available as

Saloon (t285), Vogue Saloon (two'door, t335) and Foursotne
Drophead Coupe (show'n. t325) Wheelbase was 6 ft 2l in. 1.irc r:;rrs

were powered bv a 1669-cc (69 5x 110 mm) 42-bhp side-valve Forrr.

rated at 11'98 HP All four forward speecls had synclrrornesh
138: Humber Tweive Saloon All Twclves ltad a new clrassis franre
and tfie engine and radialor were mounled several inches lartlrer
forward than before. Tyre size was 5'50-17
13C: Humber 16i 60 Six-lrght Saloon. costing f i35 Tlre 16/60 tlrc
Snipe 80 and the Pullman followed similar gencral lirles. most
constructional features being cotrmon to ail. The '1 6/60 had i0 {t 

-4-in
wheelbase chassis and bodywork similar to the Srripe 80 but its i6 9 llP
six-cylinder engine was ol 2?76-t'.c capacity (07'5 x 106 mrn) anr.!

developed 55 bhp at 3600 rpm l lre tyre size was 6'00-18

i&
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31A Humber Eighleen, srnall.borr: erjilron of tlre Srrrpe. at Olyrnpr,r
Tlre Frqhteen supersccJed tlre 16100 ol Jrrevious years []orc ancJ sirr,kr.,
wcre 09'lj x 120 mm. giving a criltic capacily o{ 2731 cc and an ll[)
rating r:f 17.97. Brakc horsepow.r was (15 at 3000 rpm. All srx-cvlinrjr:r
llunrt,rerS nOw had independelll f ront sr.1Sl)pnsrorr anCi the CarS were
lrccorrtrilg increasrngly srrnilar lo cortrptrr;rltlc llrllnran rnodels, bolh
manr,rfocturers being_divrsrons of the llor;tr:s Group Eighteen and Snipe
werp lvailable with four f actory sr_rpplietci i)ody styles ;-the former were
[30 circaper tltrotrghout llre ra.rle
318. Humber Srtipe Six lrgirt Saloon. lrrrceci at f'47b The Snipe lrarj
lirc safirc 120'mm stroke as tire Irqhteerr ttll arr 85 nrnt bore. CuLrrc
cal)aoty was 40BO cc. oulput 100 Lrirll at 3400 rpm and treasury ratin(l
?6.88 HP. Wheelbase for botlr wils 1O ft 4 irr. tyre srze /.b0 16
3lC: Humber Snrpe Sports galrtr;n. scllrnll for 1550. featuring larqe
built .ilr boot and spare wheel willr covcr
31D: Humber Puilmar-r was strnilar lrr rr)o3t resl)ects to the Snrpe bUt
tlrt; wlreelbase was lon(ier. at 1l ft 0.1 in Prices were f425 for ii,e-'
clrassrs. t735 {or tlic Lirnousirrc;rrri Larrdaulctlcl fB95 for lhe
Sedanca Coup6 and t975 for thc' Sr:clarrca De Ville Prcture sho.rvs
HM Krnq Edward Vlll (the late {)Lrkc of WrrrJsor) in hack of car. itl
Virny tlrdge. France, aiter tire rrrrverlrrrg oi ilre CanacJian War lv4ernr.;rral
on 26 July, 1936.
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HUMBER SPARES

HILLMAN SPARES & REPAIRS BLACKBURN

While our first concern will always be Rootes Group Spares (Australia's Largest Range), we
have now moved into stocking all model English Spare Parts, but as always we are eager to

buy collections of new English Spares for Australian dollars.

The King Pins stored in somebody's gatage, may be the set that Mrs. Smith
of Charters Towers needs for her 1948 Rover.

Telephone and mail orders most welcome.

We recommend C.O.D. post for next day delivery to most areas.

HILLMAN SPARES AND REPAIRS
178 Whitehorse Road,

Blackburn,3130
P.O. BOX 19, BLACKBURN, 3I3O
Telephone: (03) 877 4311, 5 Lines
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SHABON INSURANCES
(ulc) [PTY. LTD.

THE CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

DON'T BE PENALISED FOR OWNING AN EXOTIC CAR -
YOU NEED OUR SERVICE

Classic Car Enthusiasts have been taking advantage of our lnsurance
Schemes since the early 1970's and as we move into the 1980's the

advantages of our CI-ASSIC CAR INSURANCE SCHEME continue to grow;
compare these points with your existing cover now.

Agreed Value Policy means no
hassle payout in a total loss
situation
Windscreens - One claim per
year will not affect No Claim
Bonus
First right of refusal to obtain
the wreck

o Choose own Repairer or use our
selected Body Shop near you

o Full No Claim Rating,transferable
from any other insurance
Company

o Competitive Premiums
o Personal Contact and Service
o One Policy for all your Classic

Cars

GENERAL BUSINESS - We are also very competitive in all types of
lnsurance cover from domestic to business, and can assist with all
matters without obligation.

SHANNON'S CIASSIC CAR
CENTRE PIL

321 WARRIGAL ROAD, CHELTENHAM, 3192
TEL: (03) 584 7266
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