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THE HUMBERETrE.

,

MAY 27TH. (SUNDAY)

MAY 28TH. (MONDAY)

JUNE 3RD.

JUNE 1ST - 2ND.

JUNE 22ND.

• JULY ?

JULY 27TH.

AUGUST 26TH (SUNDAY)

i
AUGUST 27TH. (MONDAY)

AUGUST TEA.

SEPTEMBER 28TH.

*** ocroBER ***

OCTOBER 26TH.

NOVEMBER 11TH.

• NOVEMBER 17TH - 18TH.

NOVEMBER 23RD.

NOVEMBER 26TH. (MONDAY)

DECEMBER

CALENDAR
MAY 1990

GENERAL MEETING! FAMILY DAY. DEEPDENE PARK HALL,

WHITEHORSE ROAD, DEEPDENE. (MELWAY MAP 46 A7!8.)

BYO PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH 12 MIDDAY.

MEETING COMMENCES 2. OOPM.

A.O.M.C. DELEGATE'S MEETING, CARNEGIE PROGRESS

HALL, TRUGANINNI ROAD, CARNEGIE. 8.00PM SHARP.

CLUB DAY-RUN TO CHURCHILL ISLAND. OTHER ROOTES

CLUBS ALSO INVITED.

SEE BELOW FOR FULL DETAILS.

'V .D.C. SWAP MEET SPECTACULAR. ROYAL MELBOURNE

SHOW GROUNDS, EPSOM RD, ASCOT VALE. FRIDAY 5.00 -

10.00 PM, SATURDAY 8.00AM.

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES PH: V.D.C. (03) 439 9052.

SITES $25.00. ADMISSION $3.00.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK HALL. 8.00PM.

SPEAKER TO BE ARRANGED •

MONTHLY CLUB RUN • TEA.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK HALL. 8.00PM.

GENERAL MEETING ! FAMILY DAY. DEEPDENE PARK HALL

BYO PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH. 12 MIDDAY.

MEETING 2.00PM.

A.O.M.C. DELEGATE'S MEETING. PROGRESS HALL, CARNEGIE.

8.00PM SHARP.

COMBINED CLUBS RUN TO WESTERNPORT PUB. HASTINGS.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK HALL. 8.00PM.

*** 15TH BIRTHDAY OF HCCV. ***

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK HALL. 8.00PM.

ANNUAL CONCOURS D' ELEGANCE, PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP ,

AND DISPLAY DAY. DEEPDENE PARK OVAL.

N.B. ALTERNATIVE VENUE MAY BE NECESSARY IF OVAL

DRAINAGE WORKS ARE NOT COMPLETED.

BENDIGO SWAP MEET, PRINCE OF WALES SHOWGROUNDS,

HOIMES ROAD, BENDIGO. CLUB HAS INFORMATION STAND

IN THE CLUB CORNER AREA, CONFERENCE HALL.

FINAL GENERAL MEETING FOR YEAR. DEEPDENE HALL, 8. OOPM.

A.O.M.C. ANNUAL MEETING AND DELEGATE'S MEETING.

CARNEGIE PROGRESS HALL. 8.00PM.

CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP PARTY AND PRESENTATION DAY.

*********************************************************************************

NE.X'" OUTING

**CHURCHILL ISLAND CLUB RUN.**

WHERE TO MEET:

*********************************************************************************

K-MART CAR PARK, HIGH ST. CRANBOURNE. 10. 15AM. (MELWAY 133 J4)

ANDERSON ROUNDABOur (AT STATION) 1l.20AM (MELWAY 256 Q11)

WHAT TO BRING:

COST:

ALL LUNCHEON NEEDS; WARM CLOTHING, "WELLIES"?

SMALL ADMISSION CHARGE TO ISLAND (NATIONAL TRUST ADMINISTERED.)

FURTHER DETAILS FROM IAN WILD, PH: (03) 725 9897.



The 7th HI.JIlber National Rally at CowJ:a is now <Her. Apart fran a few minor problans with

organization, which according to Murphy's Law, always seem to occur, it was very successful.

Marqaret am I decided to take oor Mk 1 SCept:%e to the Rally as we were cpin:J m to Tugun (near

Coolangatta) in QueErlSland to visit oor daughter, SCIl-in-lsw and grandSCll.

The sceptre is quite a nice toorin:J car, being fitted with <:lY'!J:drive as a standard extra. nus

neans that at lOOIq;b the engine is atly revving at 3OOOrpn, resulting in e<XmCIIIical running and

reduced engine wear. The total mileage covered for the whole trip was 2,500, at an average fuel

coosumpt1m of 34mpg. Apart fran a minor problem caused by a dry speedo cable, which we fixed at

Tanoo:>rth with sane vaseline, it nsver missed a beat. I had a few probl_ with it before we left

!:ut ooce they were corrected it was .excellent.

Problem rn>Dber ens was diffiOllty with idling m cold engine. I fitted a new set of spa%l<. plugs,

then pro _led to ched< the high tensiat leads, which I fourd needed cleaning down in the coil

lead by carefully revolving the screw down in the ned< of the coil (don't lose the '0' ring seal

m the screw), am the distributor cap ccrmectioroo to the plug leads. Also, the centre contact

in the distributor cap, this is a carbcn rod with a spring attached. By carefully ];W.ling it oot •

using a clockwise twistin:J motion, it shOlld CCIlB out without damaging the spring. Yoo can then

use a narxow scre..driver with a nioe sharp blade end to clean the contact down at the bottan of

the hole. Having done that yoo shOl1d be able to see the metel contact. ThEn with a small pair

of pointed pliers, carefully bend the last half of the coil of the spring across the di....ter so

that ycu get better oontact. ThEn very carefully replace the carb:n rod am spring moe again

using a clockwise twisting motial.

Having cble all this the Sceptre engine now idles nicely when cold. The other problem we had was

with the steering whidl ten:lsd to bs 9CIIl8What vague with a teniency to want to run along tram

lines, joints in the road and be affected by roads with a lot of C2IIIIber. Having a::me across sane

informat1at al steering geaoetry, I C81IEI to the conclusim that the problem was being caused

bssically by oversize tyres, as I was ruming m 13" x 650 inste!ld of the original 13" x 600.

Ringin:J arourd a few tyre suppliers I was toM 13" x 600 are no lalger llVailab1e. So eventually

I fitted a set of Dunlop Guardian Rlld1els 13" x 165 which are about the same dilllllSter as a 13" x

600. They are also a ter;tile radial whidl gives a softer ride than steel radials m the smaller

4cyl car. I'm pleased to say it handled beautifully al the trip.

This problem of obtaining oorrect size tyres is a CXIIIIa1 one _ o]der cars like HI.JIlbers and is

probably causing sane troubles similar to mina _ other l1BIIbers, so I have reproduced the •

relevant part of the article to explain the prabl.... As you will see, the cars have been

designed to have a partiOllar king pin inclinatial angle, or with cars like the Vogues and

sceptre with ball joint SU8pSl8ions, steer axis inclinatia> angle, to suite a particular size of

tyre. So if you depart frcm that particular size you will IIIlS1: probably have sane problems,

unless yoo take the car to a steering am frt:llt end spscialist (rx>t a tyre retailers wheel

aUgment set"up) and have the a!IIIIber adjusted to dte the size of tyres you want to use.

Hoping this will explain prabl.... saD8 members occasionally '""Plain about with their HI.JIlber's

steering.

Keith Wl.l1imott.

*****************************************••***.*.***.********.*************************••******

HUMBlER
In.plred by Molvacwt •• " built by Hum.ber ••• fol'
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MAY, 1990

It was doubly pleasing to see tbo ""sults of tbo 1990 ClJwra Conca.u:s an:! to see once again that

Victoria dominated tbo tesults in winning the 'Best Car' and a ItBjority of the prizes.

CcngratulatioIlS to tbo participonts am special thanks to Bill & Jean Holmss for their efforts

with ny car. With the two cars that Bol:l Kannedy is preparing. I hops that in two yssrs tiJre we

can retain the 'Best Car' trophy for Victoria.

I am becx:minq increasingly annoyed with rising GovemmOnt changss in relation to nctor vehicles

am tbo way Governments ate bleeding ths n>:>tor industry. The 'red plate scheme' previously. IlO<o1

I<n:>wn as ths 'club plate sd1eme' is subjected to mre regulation and the cost differential is IlO<o1

seriously effecting ths declsicn whether it is worth accepting the usage ""strietions am

reverting the car to full registrati�.

I alae ci:lject to the crazy premise of GovemmOnts of all parsuasion. that fees are indexed

acex>rding to inflation. If GoYerIlments held indexation. particularly cur sensitive am important

dlanges such as patrol and transportaticn. the nultiplying effect en transport costs and the cost

of all � am servicee IIIlSt fall. I guess ths real truth to the matter in ths econanic sense,

is that for any Government. inflaticn disguises lIBI1y prci:llems.

My objecticn. as it relates to ths n>:>tor industry. is that IlO<o1 custolIJ duty. sales tax. road •
levies. patrol taxes. stalIIp duty and n>:>tor registration fees ate bom bY all of us en daily

n>:>toring am transport of besic � am services. creating such crazy anoncm>lies as poying

sales tax en ths freight canpcnent en ths opere port that you have just purcbaeed. Maybe the

reascn that thete ate so many Hunbers still en ths road in daily use. in that we can still drive

in cars used bY royalty am oot pay the crazy iJIp>sts en today's nctoring.

Geoff webb

•••••*****•••••••••***•••****••••••••******..*******.*******••****••*•••***.*******••************

I'IIMJTES OF GEI'£RAl I'EETIMl

t£LO 27TH Al'RIL, 1990

AT DEEPDEI'£ HALL

I'Ieeting commenced at B:12pm with 46 members present - individual count as not all members signed

tt'll book. New msmbers Fed O'St'Ila and Or. IJlarwick Slade were welcomed • •
.�pri!ngJ•• Ray ldebster, lllild family, P.. Batten, Sylvia Pieterson, Nat & Oelsi Hanlon.

T�'. RIlpartI Credit Balance $2971.43

Accounts for Payment $1008.60

Cur........ idei...1 R. Whittle A.C.T., 1'Ir. J. Oows (Barandaala, Vie), R. Boan (Sorenta Vie),

Sott'llby's Auto Auction, Shannon's Auctions, Allisans Retaurant, W. slade, INC Corporation (noise

attention materials), Casterton I'Iatar Enthusiasts Cltb, Single Life I'Iagazine, Uncle Sam's Rack

Cafe, HCCSA "In Vague", Raver Car Cltb "Viking Torque", Austin A40 "Newsflash". Wolseley

"Hornet", Oaimler/Lanchester Club, SATOC News, Rootes Group Car Club Inc, Humber/Hillman Club of

N.Z., Vie-Trek Tourism (l'Iacedon Ranges promotion).

EI81ts DirlK:tor'. RIlpartI I'Iargaret lllillimatt reported on tt'Il Easter National Rally (see article).

Librari8n'. RIlpartI Nil.

TBCIwdcal Dff1cllr's RIlpartI Rob Ounlap broug,t LP tt'Il subject of t'Ilad gasket problems associated

with Vague cylinder heads, namely tt'll stretching or expanding of tt'll copper on tt'll gasket aver

tt'Il parted areas of tt'Il cylinder t'Ilad

Editor'. Reportl 215 newsletters circulated.



"--al Business. 'Ir. Daryl I'Iills of LEA Films . 19 S ireqJ�res a 63 er es 4 or 1962 Series 3 Slsnipe

in white over light green for filming.

Hall iJ1l>rovement in video recorder shelf to be constructed on left hand wall, also general
improvements to amenities.

Correspondence to go to Hall Committee as generally accepted.

Bill Holmes displayed new HCCA National Rally trophies.

Geoff Webb reminded those in attendance about the President's Dinner and the urgent matter of

affirming bookings. It will (was) held at Clancy'. Re.taurant on 11th I"ey, 1990.

�ting Clo.ed at 9.40pm, .upper served - YOU BEAUTYI

Ian Foreman.

-*--------_._._.._.._-----_..._._._-----------_...._------_..._----_.-._._.._..-...._-_.-.._._-

• SOCIAL I'£WS & NOTES

Greetings everyone! What a great weekend the National Rally turned out to be and quite

.ucce••ful for the Victorian car. that ...de the trip. Bill and Kevin fou!tlt a friendly tus.le to

the finish for outri!tlt Concours winner. In the end it wa. only one point and a balligerent

clock that separated them. Not bed when the next close.t point. 10.. was almo.t double that of

both Kevin and Bill. Calgratulatiol1!l also to Geoff whose car it wa. that Bill was co••etting

dJring the Rally, and also to Keith ";'0 was most surprised when he took out the Audax (it mean.

li!tlt carl) cla.s.

Closer to tone, our next Sunday outing i. in the capable hands of Ian Wild and will be a

combined Rootes Run to Churchill I.land (off San Ramc). Churchill I.land i. admini.tered by the

National Tru.t and I believe folk frClll the district are already looking fOr1llard to the Hunber.

vi.it. Full detail. of meeting place etc.. appear al this month'. Calendar Page.

•

Althou!tl our ruiJers were ....11 I think all IIilo attended the President Dinner at Clancy'.

Re.taurant on I"ey 11 th enjoyed the evening. It .... a plea.ant change to have the re.taurant

.taff do all the organizing and arranging ,,;,ile we just set, ate and chatted on. Thanks Geoff

and Jill for a lovely eveningl

Do you r8l11l!lTber "Jenny", the I'l< IV S�r Snipe frClll NSW that competed in the Variety Club Charity

"Bourke to Broo... Bash"? Well this yeer "Jenny" is trying her luck once IOOre. This ti... from

Bourke to Burnie (Ta....nia). Althou!tl not officially an HCCA entrant this yeer, the NSW Club is

providing the drivers and assisting ..ith sponsorship. "Jenny" ..ill be passing throu!tl l'Ielbourne

in early June and if you would care to cheer her on, or to donata towards sponsorship, you would

be IOOst ..elcome. Further details ..ill be notified as they come to hand - but keep an eye al the

deilY papers also!

Finally, two brief reminders. This ..ill be YOlIl LAST PlAGAZII'£ if subs heve not been r.........d. At

$20.00 a year membership is not expensive so please, if you have not done so, RENEW YOlll SUBS

NOW! Cheques should be ...de out to HCCV INC and for..arded to club address in fralt of this

magazine. We like to keep in touch ..ith our members.

This month' 5 ...eting ..ill be a SUNOAY FAPlILY IlEETIM; - we look fOr1llard to meeting .ome of our

youthful and our IOOre distant members on these occasions.

Hope to see you there.

l'Iargaret.

**********************•••********•••*****************•••--*.._-_._._-----------------_.••••....-



Fell SAIE

Hillman Hunter Safari Wagon, manual, needs IIDJffler an:i tailpipe, no rag, $300.

Ccntact: Ann Al:lrahr.... Ph: (059) 62 2882. RK.

HalJic Series 3, auto, ene owner, plus sparecar, green/white roof, grey interior, excellent

ca1dition, rear seat not used at all, car at E1.m:Jre, reg Ncv 1990, brakes just ...crked en, 134,000

miles.

Ccntact: Ph: 548 2822 (Bus). 232 5677 (A/H).

'l'oIo 1960 S/Snipes. autos. make OIW! car out of tw, $150.

Ccntact: Bob. Ai.%port west, Ph: 338 4922. RK.

Bram. � disc brakes fit Mk 1 or 2 SCeptre, still in b>x, $150.

Ccntact: P. Reeve. Ph: 543 1460, RK.

1963 Vogue, IlBI1ual. rebuilt DDtor, <eg. 1964 Vogue. autoeal1p1ete. stripped for rest. 1963

Vogue, mBnual, puts car. �

Ccntact: J. Arderson, Ashwoxl. Ph: 807 6187. RK.

Series 5 S/Snipe. gocrl interior. 00 reg, $500.

Ccntact: Ph: 870 3438, Ringwood.

Series 3 s/snipe, no <eg, $800 - Also Series 4 S/snipe, ::ech very gocrl, no <eg, $800.

Ccntact: Ph: (051) 45 6762, stratford. •
1966 Mini !tXrls Deluxe, original, goes well, $BOO.

Contact: Wendy, Seaford, Ph: 7B 6369.

WOrKshop Manual, B.M.C. service, Riley 1 1.2 and 2 1.2 litre, 00 A.K.D. 630 A, 1968, $50.

Contact: (057) B3 1899.

1964 s/snipe, 90,000 miles, excellent order all rcoml., perfect uPlolstery.

Contact: L. Mathieson, Newbridge, Ph: 38 7283.

'l'oIo H..-r overdrive gearboxes, no bell hcusinq or clutch forks, $250 each.

Contact: J. IJows, 1 Barta1 Drive, !laraD:Xl<la, Ph: (060) 20 8682.

1933 !hJDber Twelve. very rue car. a>e of ally three in the world, open to offers.

Contact: J. Berry. canberra, Ph: (062) 31 8357.

•
Series 5/SA grill am. side suaourlds.

Contact: F. O'Shea (C/- !an ForeIDlln/Secretary ao::v).

Series 5 S/snipe. boot h1nqe. driver's side.

Contact: R. Whittle, 2 lI!llu street, Aranda. 1Cr. Ph: (062) 251 1595.

Series 4. 5 or SA S/Snipe.

Contact: K. Farren, Ph: B42 7448.

************.*.*.*.*.*.***************** .***.****.********••**.********••*********••••••••

THE AGE.

Wednesday 16 May 1990

Perbap. Ibe iale of Ibe local IDd..
try's most blgll.prollle export, Ibe C4prt
CODvertlble, epllomlses Ibe Gove"..
meDl's quaDdry over proteclloDlsm.
Eacb rag lop exported is subsidiSed 10
lbe IUDe of some $3000 by AustrallaD
taxpayers Ibrougll dUly exempllons
(parI of Ibe Exporl FacllllalloDs
Scbeme).



NATIONAL RALLY REPORT - COWRA 1990

About 35 Humbers representing Humber Clubs in N.S.W., Victoria, Queensland and South Australia

converged on Cowra for the 1990 Easter National Rally. Nearly 100 "Happy Humberers" were

accommodated in all, and quite an impression was made on the township during the three days that

were spent as guests of the Cowra Shire.

From Victoria went 10 cars carrying 71 members of the "Humber Fraternity". For most, the journey

was uneventful, managing in true Humber style to survive wind and rain, police patrols (yes, even

�ke arrived without a "bluey' - he says Vic was speeding!!) and the pitfalls of N.S.W. roads!

No problems, either, in locating Bill & Joan, Kevin Megee or the Wild family on Registration Day

- just look for their respective Humbers! But were they in, under, on or over their cars as they

searched out that last elusive grain of dirt with cleaning brush and polishing cloth in hand? It

was difficult at times to locate the correct owner of each arm, leg and cleaning cloth once the

Wild crew swing into action, however all made it safely to the Friday evening B.B.O.

•

Saturday morning saw us up early for a final polish and it was off to the Street Parade. Led by

the local constabulary who wished all the cars on their patrol were as trusty as these "shining

oldies" - 34 Humbers, an elegant (but not so trusty I ) Humber motorbike and a hard working Humber

pushblke wound their way past the local shopping throngs and onto the riverside parking area.

It seems however, that one important person wasn't impressed - the heavens opened in buckets as

we neared the planned parking position!! Potential disaster was averted when the remainder of

the day's activities were hastily transferred to an undercover showground pavilion. Only

casuelties being the well polished (and by now well washed) Concours entrants.

With the serious concours judging completed, Sunday became a fun day. Imaginative! Creative!

Decorative! They were the key words for the Humber Easter bonnets that many cars displayed on

arriving at the Safeway car perk that morning. Squashed bunnies, furry bunnies, balloon bunnies;

even an Easter Bunny's egg nest (with genuine Snipe just hatching). What a sight met passersby

as they wandered on their way.

Imagination! Athletic Ability! Grey Matter! These were further listed that

endeavoured to gather the maximum number of points during the Observation Run.

arrive at the appointed picnic spot althouljl ho", one Car needed to travel

required distance still remains a mystery.

day as each car

All managed to

almost twice the

•
Sunday evening's Rally Presentation DiMer in the RSL Clubrooms brouljlt the formal proceedings to

a close. Prizes presented during the dinner ...re,-

CONtOURS AWARDS,

Outright Concours Winner

Len Sheehan (NSW)/1914 Humber

Tom Kayser (OLD) /MK VI Hawk

Keith Willimott (Vic)/MK I Sceptre

Bill Holmes (Vic-presenting Geoff Webb's car)/

Series 11 Snipe Estate

Bill Holmes & Geoff Webb/Series II Snipe Estate

Veteran Class

I'Iark Class

Audax (Light Car) Class

Series Class

Second place outright ",as Kevin Megee (Vic), Series V Super Snipe with a loss of 11 points

overall - just 1 point behind the winner!

I\lJVELTV AWARDS,

People's Choice

Best Novelty Humber

Brian Grogan (NSW)/MK II Snipe

Allan Hegarty (NSW)/Mercedes



Greatest Distance Travelled

Observation Run

Easter Bomet

Hard Luck A",ard

Chas & �rgaret Grimes (SA)

Ian & Anne Wild (Vie)

Tom PCAlpine (Vic)/MK IV & The Snipe's Nest

Brian Grogan & family (NSW)/"Jenny" and the � II

Congratulations to all rally a",ard ",inners and to the organizing committee. �ueh that ",as good

came from the rally and it is hoped that it "'ill serve to both further and strengthen inter-club

relationships.

RALLY PARTICIPANTS FR� VICTORIA:

Bob & Nancy Kennedy

Tom & Lyn PCAlpine & family

Kevin �gee & Shirl.y

Bill & Joan Holmes

Barry Bosnich & Billi.-Jo

Peter Davenport

Vie Wilson

Frank Stock"'in

Lloyd Hughes

Anne & Ian Wild, Karl,

�elanie & Heather

�ik. & Christin. Fitchett

Bob Bruce & Joyc.

K.ith & �garet Willimott

: ,.

S.ries V Snipe Estate

�k IV Snipe

S.ries V Snipe

Seri.s II Snipe Estat.

I"k IV Snipe

S.ri.s IV Snipe

Seri.s IV Snipe

•Seri.s IV Snip.

Seri.s V Snipe

�k I Sc.ptre

***.**************.*.*********••********.*.***********••*******•••••••••***********.************

r,EW �I'IERS

W.lcone to the follo",ing people who have joined the club this y.ar.

- John & Eileen �acGregor, Alphington, two Seri.s 3's and one Series 4 S/S.

- �ik. & Christine Glar., S.bsstapol, S.ri.s 1 and 3 Ha1d<s.

- J.ffr.y Root.s, Elllminyt, Series 4 S/S.

- Teens Harper, Frankston (at the time of joining the club she ",as ",ishing to purchas. a HlJllber).

- Bruce & Lyn Al.xander, linton, S.ries 4 S/S.

- Gl.n H.ll, S.aspray, I"k 2 S/S.

- Trever & HaU. Ashton, Abbotsford ("'0 are looking for a daily use S/S).

- Simon Lipman, Brighton, S.ries 4 S/S. •

- Gr.g Louis, Ke"" Seri.s S S/S.

- Tom & Betty D'Keefe, Glen Waverley, Series S S/S.

- David Warburton, Noble Park ("'0 is interested in buying a HlJIlber).

- Kevin Guzelan, Lovely Banks, I"k 2 or 3 Pullman and S/S.

- �lcom �rgan, Bruns",ick, Series 3 S/S.

Further update next issue.

Graeme Finn,

(�emb.rship Secr.tary) •

•*****••*****.*••••••••••••************.***••••***.**.*****************.********••***************

AN51I£R TO LAST roNTH' S PUZZL£

P.ugeot-Talbct now occupy the Coventry Factory once used by Rootes to manufacture their HlJllber

rang.. Not so strange then that Peugaot should be sponsor of a British Rootes socc.r t.am.

Would be nice to see the three spires of Coventry Cathedral (the Root.s emblem) replace the

Peug.ot insignia all the same.

This month's "Rootes History" question.-

illho ",as the founder of the Victorian HlJllb.r Club and lJ1.n ",as it formed? (Answer next ....k) •

•****************************•••••***.*.*.*.********•••**.*.*•••*********.**********************
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Our First 3000 Miles in a Snipe,

It ..... about two ye.... IF that the urve to awn and drive • top britilh automobile came OYer ma lilt•• ruh......Annes. �ription of my
.Ue'WY Cor HumlMn. I llU- it ,.atty started with Dad who ftlQN by Roo'" Group Cl,. Crom th. day h. bought hil nnt HiUmen. (H.
owned a number or them; hia 1.-, one beina a Sen. IV Super Snipe atate eIIr and h. curs. the d.V h. sold it>,

My first can w..... 11 Root. Group canll but when Chl'1"ler brouVht them out I �t the dummy and "ent Crench. Now rve realiMd the

enor or my ways and h.",. retumed to the marque th.t I never should have d.et1ed..

Our Cidt recent Rootea _cqu.ilian 'NU • Humb.r VOVUe that I drive 30 mil...... ry lily to and (rom work. Sh.'s. little beauty that

Opneeea a new exhau.t. I rwIIPrey and the oritinal enline put blck into h.,. She's .. reliable .. anythinv. starts when I tum her on,

cheap on booz.. and bila. etc. etc. I love har. second to Ann. and the ramily of CDUr'M.

However. I h.d my ey. set on I Snipe IV or V. preCerably the Cormer Ind .rter I lot oC dolllt jUltiCication we. the flmily beca.me the

proud owner of • Sen. IV Super Snipe in prim. condition. Incidentally. the old Myin, "you let what you �y Cor... true for Humber.

re you want I good on. th.t will live troubl. C.... motorin, • eood or better th.n a ne., car. then be prepared to pay. Otherwa. be

p�red to wort.

I Ictually toot �n at the start of November 1989 (jUlt ICtet the Victorilln Humber Club ConQ)ur3) and immedilltety pawed III

ovet it. Anne Ind lmust have claned it • million tim. that weelt just to make su'" .11 our friendt OOOHed and AAARed every time

th� MW it.

Now for the 3tart of our 3000 mil_.- our summer holiday 19&9-90 .
•

•
In brief it .,_:- Phillip bland Ind bKt a oouple of tim.; Mt. Gambier <SA). about Ind bac:t: Ind. then to the Tumut. the Sn01lo'y

Mountaina. Lak. Eucumben•. Coom.a. CanbefT8 Ind Ntum viii Cann River. Lak. Ent,.nce. ate. aLt:.. Thil I.t tot ..... with 6 adults. a

boot Cull of food and towinl a MiJin.. boIit that ..... full to the tunneLt with Qalpin, equipment.

Well. the Snipe performed lik. a dream Ind ( ..... a very proud driver. Ho..,...,.r the t.... "I.... not without IOm. oonClema.

The flt,t occurred on the ...y beet from Mt. Gambiar. Th. 'rnition light just Clm. on when eccel.,.tinl from about SO MPH to 60..

MPU,

-Setter pull aver Ind chd. th.. out. ( Mid.

On decele,.tlon .nd .t about ISMPH. the Ii,ht w.nt out:

On chectin. ( found nothin, wronv. So onward "e went. About 60 mil. furth.r on it hlppened again .nd Ipin a Cew hundred mUm

taler. I've checked Ind checlted Ind .till Cound nothinv out of the ordinlry. The only thine I Cln IU- iI thlt it .... a stWinl r.n

belt. IC anyone h. Iny clu.77l77Tl pi... all. Whatever. it h.n't happened since Ind we naver ,..Uy dial"OMd iL

Th. n.... t pmblem oould have been ....Uy diM.tl"OUL On the day aCt.r the Albury bush rire (3.1.90) .nd in tempentu... rr-'.' thin

40C Ind Fin. up • Ion. (1ppfOIr. 6+ mil.) _.IfOS+-- 1\Mp hill rl'Olll TUlDut to r.iandn the Cuel wporizecL And eu- whet happena \0

• hot enRin. when it .... in hot weeth.,.. you .... Ft it in on•._ It Reta hotter. No ProblelD8 you MY. j ....t pull aver Ind ....it untit

thinp caol down. But on that �. wh.... we .�. ( Im SUN that the Humber ..,. wider than the roedl!!

•
Well. with tnCCie buildlnl up. we had to pt the Qt pnV Ind that just JOt the ear hotter and hotter. Eventu.lly the ndilltor blew

....t., so ..,. we,. farad to.top.

OH Botherl

Finllly. the ever f.ithful country truckie Qme to our NKU. with 4 pI. oC IiXJOI cl..r Wlter ror our cIeIIr Cl'. H. ewn ...v. US the

plutic: oontain.t.

So w.� the ruel lin. in wet np lOt the ca' started. added .,.t.r to th. neUator and at I.t drvve 10 • spot whare we could pull

off the 1'CMd. ,..t and give the lirl • lIm. to caol her beeutirul head pet.

Aftar a ..mU ........ drow on only to dilcaver thlt the Qr ra.. rired Ind lacklld power. I thou.ht that perh... serious ct.mlp hed been

en.. But aCt.r • whil. thin.. dried out_ It only proved to be nothinl rDON than wet ilnition lacll .nd a wet 1'1I1 drippanl onto the coil:

whic:h incidentally .. IOCIled jUlt under the fu.1 Iin. from the petrol pump to the carb)'.

1 must allo OOIIlment th.t the ru.t lin. la in a dill of a p:IIitiDn Cor hat clima.: rilht nnt to the en.ine. under th. inlet m.lnifold: it

just h. to lit hot th.re. AI.,. another point Wo'QI'th notinl it make lure you'.... eot the rilht redilltor cap on. It..,.. Ipprolfimltely 2

IDOnths I,ter th,t I Cound out tut the Clr h..t a 7 n. cap iNteed of the 13 Ita QP.

w. finally Ft up the hill and to lAke Eucumbene wh.re we were to Nt up CIlmp for our mountain lake lIilln. holidaY. Within IS

minut•. the youn�t of u•• Heath.r. t� a baut and .Ut her kn.. Crom A to Z. Anne Mid it ...... a nat trick by me 10 lit out or

puttina up the tant beceuae I unlWlded .....rythin•• dn:Ipped the tnUer and brok. III I'lICII:tniI into Cooma. the n.....t haapilal. about 30

mU. IWIIY. 6.titch. latler. I very ..d but bt1lve Hath.r and I frazzled Dad retumed to Lak. Eucumbtn. to dilc:over th.t Anne. Karl

Ind Mellnia had Ht up a very nat CIImp for UI Ill.

(simply .t down and pulled the tap orc a ooupl. oC .tubb.. Ind Mid h...... ch...... Ann. joined m. Ind the campinv .....nt well .fter

that... ror a whil ••



On the Inp up la unt:-n'1o e (ound that putt,;nv on_ (ODt hanS down on tha bnk_ doe lIOGleth,nv la on_ -d..naline. Sn� b<w.1u

wo� ......-y -11, In (act heft you aonalder ,I: ItqlpnV a :JSo. e:wt. 11l_ CDCIYlnV At SO MPH n.... iCOd bnk... A wm. t .. ,I ... jaa

kn,fed I ar In (ront of UL The ar, a _1_ s� .... 1 quodr. and pulled la the lefL We I� quodr.... and s� to th. nvht.. the

semi p�ted on-coaunv traCCic. Ph_ Ph_ and Ph_ ap,".

The "ewt liltle ectveftture happened on our wwy home and coGl.na into unn River: from Caom.. SQUEAK. SQUEAK. SQUEAK. All
at road !peed frequency. Caint but pen_tent.

Apin. out DC Ihe car. unciet' the bonnet. under Ihe car. dledt. chedt dledt. lIlothina to be Cound.

"If, only Caint. lets drive on", I ..y.

Newt slap.- Lalt. Entranea and by then a YftY loud Squ..k Squealr. ete. ete.. And Ihe no.. iI definitely comina Crom th. rnr of the

tranam_iDn a,...

"The univ_La". I say YftY authontatiwly!

Chedt apin. I _ wn:Ina. So chedt all oYer .,n. 1'1Il ,..lIy ,tartina to wet to know Ihill ar.

I'IIl abo startina to think'lhe transm_lDn:

Anne had a briaht Mt.1 "Call the RACV.. They __ 1000ted juat 0Wf' the med from _here _ stopped. She ..id. "at I_t its another

cpinion".

Ott and I iD aft him. Ife'd been looltine at the car and _Icomad lily requ.t Cor help. In Cae:t it _ 0Wf' hair an hour beCore h.

,tqlped dnJoline all 0Wf' the car CI'CXD top to bott.ocD and nnally aMad. "what _ the pld)lem1"

ocr __t Cor a drM. The RACV blote ..id. "oooHHHI _"-t a noiIe. Rumben should NOT cm that. Bedt into hill worlt .help and

onlO the ho.-t Cew. t'-ouift dlecltinc. Re liked I=I.n cars.

"The uniwnaLa ara OK" • ha says.

I prompt. "tha traram;.iDn"7.

Well he rldlil_ on. pl8Yll with thil and that and finally juat sev-.- "tt iln't seriDua so you'lI just b.t dn... on ,"lIy 'lowly b.a to

Melboume. and taka it�. lIlo dla"... becaUM I can't d� the pld)1.m and b.� th. car iI cl..n to� on."

A bit h_tantly I ....... ,tart the car and dn... out oC tha RACV 1'8..... and.- No NoiM at all. Where did it W01 W•• The RACY blok.

and I _rc:fted high and low Cor it. but no no-. Tha only thine _ CDUld cu- _ the 3pftdD '*'1. had wone dry and Cidd1ina had

temporarily rcred tha pcablem. Subaequent i� pmwd thil and alaD that tha outer c:.ina _ dam.... so a ,impl. replac2ment

unit sorted tha ..,e out onea and Cor all.

W.II _ nnally WOt hoIDa after 3000 lIIil. and thrae and a halC -ea oC good cl.n lnOtorina Cun. 0Yen1l. I still MY th. car

praCOmlad lilta a dlwm• .-pecially .hen you c:IlMWider snap". 26 v.,. old. Wa --cad 23 MPG Cor tha holiday (with all that Iced)

and sinea Ncwambaf' 1919 it h. retumed an .--.. oC 19.3 MPG. It's lowwly to dn.... b.ut to wont on and juat marvellous to lcolt at.

I l'lICDIIUDend Sn;p. Cor any dileemine car owner. th� are top valua Cor _ey and a tN. pi_re to own.

Incidentally tha campine...iUnl, � ridlne, .te. .te. at LaIt. Euc:umben. -... lr"Nt.

laD. Annc. Karl. Me1anie cmd Heather Wild.

The 1989 ROOm GT day.

Ron Stafford and Debra Manolitsas"leani

on their 1954 and 1953 Minxs' respect I .

(respectfully having dual meaning, of COL
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Daydreams from
____A_a�un UMO� _

There's more to the Australian motoring scene than meets

the eye, as Pedr Davis explains

.YI S Holden is the only internationally known

Australian car, one is apt to think that it has

a monopoly on the market. This is far from

the truth. Holden holds only 22 per cent of

the total vehicle market which: through a

government quota system, is shared so that the

local manufacturers get four fifths of the action,

imports the rest.

At least 60 tllempts have been made to launch

uniquely Australian cars, ranging from the world's

first four-wheel drive cross-country tourer, the

Caldwell Vale (1913), to the Marks-Moir. The

laller had no chassis but used laminated plywood

to form a unitary structure body of great strength,

as far back as 1931.

Though firms such as the Australian'Six (1919-

930) and Lincoln Pioneer Six n 920-26) built cars

by the hundred, no one produced profitable

home-grown cars before the Second World War.

Economies of scale an'd the relatively low cost of

imported components turned !iuch ventures into

fiascos. ..I'::'�.

From 1919 onwards, the Governmell.\ insisted
that two out of every three imported c�rs,should
be filled with locally made bodies. This provided

the nucleus of a motor industry which expanded

enormously and made it possible for GMH to

launch the Holden in 1948.

The Holden was an enormous success and,
within seven years:had gained 50 per cent of a

rap;dly expanding market. Inevitably, its success

encouraged others to daydream. If GMH could do

it on a big scale, why couldn't we do it on a small

scale, ran the argument.

As one of the few full-time motoring journalists

in Australia during the Fifties and Sixties, I was

fortunate enough to witness the birth and - all

too often - the demise of several dozen uniquely

Australian vehicles.

Eight remain firmly in mind, partly because I

was privy to the vehicle's secrets before they

were launched, but mainly because I knew the

people involved personally and am still in touch

with the survivors.

I grew used to seeing the entrepreneurs'

immense confidence that they had a winner

gradually dissolve - as they came into contact
with the harsh realities of commercial life. Twice I

saw ebuilient confidence drain from robust men

in a maller of days as they saw their brainchilds

swamped by the fast-flowing eddy we call the

free market. As each vehicle went under, I felt a

strong personal loss. It was like watching a

promising youngster allempt to swim down

Niagara Falls. Only the spectators knew that the

allempt was Mission Impossible.

Ascort

As I write, it is a few weeks since Anna Craney
ciilled with the sad news that Mirek, her

husband, had died following a serious illness.
Mirek was one of the first men I met after

emigrating to Australia in 1956. I was then writing

for several motoring magazines and eager for

new experiences.

HaVing read somett1mg I had wrlllen, Mlrek

called a magazine editor and learned my home

phone number. He rang to say that he had just

completed the prototype of a luxury sports coupe

which he planned to produce in Sydney. Would I

care to come and drive it?

Above, very well conceived, the

Ascort, built in Sydney, offered IJ

smart GTqlassfibre bodyshell on IJ

VW chlJssls, The finished car WIJS

lighter thlJn the standard VWBeetle

IJnd IJccelerlJted more briskly_ High

mlJnufacfuring costs killed it off in

1958. Right, the Bolwell brothers

IlJunched the NlJgari in 1970, IJnd it

was probably the most sucOt!ssful

AustrlJ/ian specialist car ever built. h

had IJ Lotus-type chassis clelJrly
inspired by that of the famous

Seven

I arrived with my wife, who promptly

befriended Anna, while Mirek and I wen'tto a

small rented factory. He uncovered a beautifully.

built two door coupe bearing the name Ascort.

The finish inside and outside was superlative.

Mirek was a craftsman and expected to be able

to sell the car for over twice the retail price of a

standard VW. •

I was not surprised to learn that the new car

was based on Volkswagen components. VW

Beetles were the wonder cars of the Fifties. They

had been so successful in round-Australia trials

that the public lost interest in such ventures. To

most, it was hardly worthwhile following a trial if

Beetles were certain to fill the first few places.

Volkswagens were the first really popular four­

cylinder cars on the Australian market since the

Model T and the Chevrolet National. Their

toughness on unmade roads was legendary and a

nationwide dealer organisation was doing record

business.

The Beetle had more than a reputation to offer

to would-be builders of 'specials'. Its separate

chassis platform was an ideal base for a .

glassflbre body and a number of such projects

were launched.

Mirek Craney was one of the few Australians

who developed expertise in glassfibre during the

early years. By the time he came to produce the

,Ascort, he was an acknowledged expert. Craney

conceived the design in 1956. He envisaged a

high quality, grand touring coupe which started

where the Karmann-Ghia (VW's own luxury

model) left off.

The roomy, double-skinned body sat on a

modified Beetle chassis. The 1.2-litre, flat-four

•.engine had been holled up by means of an

Okrasa kit, to produce 33 per cent more power

than standard. Despite the additional equipment

and roomier body, the Ascort weighed less than i:

standard Beetle. Extensive silencing matenai

helped to cut down the noise level.

The coupe boasted luxurious trim and an

instrument panel comprehensive enough to

gladden the heart of an enthusiast. The IJggage

boot was almost big enough to sleep in. The

interior appointments included several novel

features, including one later copied by Mercede�

- a first aid kit hidden in the armrest.

Mirek tossed me the keys and we took oft. I

found the lightweight car pulled strongly ,n lOp

gear and reached an indicated speed of 90mph,

evidence that good aerodynamics can be

achieved by eye alone.

Mirek built and sold 19 Ascorts but I doubt tha1

he made money from anyone of them. W,thin

two years he was forced to close the project

down and concentrate on industrial glassflbre

productions. Atthe time of his death in late 1982.

he was importing and manufacturing glassflbrc

spraying equipment.

Strangely perhaps, he never owned an Ascort

thoroughbred & classic cars august 1984 75



Down Under

,'I':r h,s small production line closed. But when

;.'lna came to see us after Mirek's death. she told

:', :hat her children had just bought a 25.year-old

:,scort In m(;mory.of their father.

I

!Bolwell
Graeme and Campbell Bolwell were brothers

I:,ho launched the most successful enterpris� of

Its kind Australia has seen. Had not the combined

onslaught of safety regulations and strict

,:mlssion controls hit the hip-pocket nerve,

Bolwell could now be exporting cars worldwide.

Graeme had spent six months in the design

:.nd development team in Lotus, working under

'he late Colin Chapman. No one could serve a

belter apprenticeship. Among many other things •.

he learned to walk before he tried to run and,

when he returned to Australia to join Campbell.

the brothers decided to start with kits rather than

make complete motor cars. •
The brothers' put up their shingle in 1963 in a

small factory il} the Melbourne suburb of Seaford.

Within four years they had earned a national

reputation as kit-ear builders and were ready to

launch the highly successful Hoiden based Mk 7.

This was sold as a complete kit, including all

mechanical parts including Bolwell-designed

suspension. The well-eonceived and beautifully

finished car made their name. Its'success

encouraged the brothers to launch a complete.

ready-for-the-road car. the stylish and well­

equipped Nagari, announced in 1970.

As a busy motoring journalist, I used to

appreciate the occasional letter from Campbell

Bolwell. who headed the commercial end of the
business, '1'hile Graeme looked after design and

development. Campbell kept me in touch with

progress but as the orders increased the letters

became fewe"r. By that time the liaison and
personal interest in the progress of the enterprise

was well-established. .

A sensational design in many ways. the Nagari

borrowed heavily from the Falcon GT. an

Australian-produced Ford of prodigious

performance. especially when equipped with the

larger of the optional V8s. The Nagari retained the

Lotus-type backbone chassis developed for the

Mk7 and which featured Bolwell-designed

independent suspension on all wheels.

The Nagari cost around $5500 when first

released and was within touch of the prices of

other locally produced performance machinery.

Unfortunately, Australia's unique safety rules and'

emission laws (to say nothing of inflation) pushed

the retail price relentlessly upwards. By 1974. the

retail price had reached $12.000 and the writing

was on the wall.

Demand tumbled in direct proportion to the

price rises. Production fell from one vehicle a

week to one a month. The end was inevitable. In

I fairness to the brothers. it should be added tha1-'­

the Nagari had been planned with the US market

in mind. At the time, the West Coast was a
gigantic sponge soaking up imports with an

I apparently insatiable thirst. Unfortunately, the

Nagari took some years to develop for volume

production and by then the scene had changed.

The State of California had introduced stringent

emission and safety laws which were so costly to

implement. that exporting the Nagari became an

exercise in fant�sy. ,

In 1974. Campbelfand Graeme quietly
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withdrew from�ar manufacture and turned their
unquestioned talents t? more profitable avenues.

Buchanan Cobra

Nat Buchanan was well known in the motor trade

in 1952 when he set up a' small shop to build

glassfibre bodies to special order. His clients

were mainly MG. Austin-Healey and Holden

owners who wanted lightweight bodyshells for

racing purposes. Nat was happy to build them

anything they asked for. His business grew

steadily and. after arriving in Sydney, I kept tabs

on his progress by periodicallY,calling into his

workshop a�9 photographing the latest 'special'

under construction. -,

He had a surprise ready fo'r one such visit.

Taking me to a corner of the workshop. he

whisked away a dust-sheet and proudly unveiled

an open two-seater I had not previously seen.

"This is a prototype of a new car I have .

designed around Standard Ten parts." he said ..

'" have shown it to executives from AMI

(Australian Motor Industries assembled

StandardfTriumph vehicles at the time).

"They have agreed to sell me new

components and distribute the car through their

national dealer network."

Nat was elated. He had been a battler all his life

- a battler being an Australianism for someone

who works hard but has little money to show for

it. The Cobra. as he called the newcomer.

represented hi3 big chance.

• The ,well,finished body was unusual for its day.

being a self-supporting monoconstruction design.

It sat on a box-section chassis carrying mainly

Standard Ten components. ;
Readers with long memories may recall the

Ten as a robust and lively small sedan. with a

.tough suspension system and a free-rewing

950cc engine which could be extensively
modified without breaking.

. In the light-weight Cobra, the engine put sting

into the performance -a top speed of 80mph

and exceptional fuel economy.

In some ways. Nat had anticipated'the smaller­
engined MGs and Austin-Healey Sprites which

were to follow. But in the Fifties, when money

was tight. the main aim was to launch a low-eost

�-two-seater sel�ng for less than the MGTF and the

newly arrived MGA.

As"much by accident as design. the Cobra

offered a major advantage for the Australian

scene - a large ground clearance w.hich allowed

it to be taken over gravel roads, of which there

was - and is - no shortage. The Cobra also had

wind-up windows and comfortabte seating­

unusual features for low-cost cars at the time.

Nat had built and sold half a dozen Cobras

when something went wrong, The distribution

plans were abruptly cancelled and the Cobra was

Above. another local
car to employ .

glassfibre technology

was the Buchanan

Cobra. first released in

195jJ. The box section

chassis had a Standard

Ten 948cc engine and

gearbox. It looked

faster than it was. Top

right, this tiny two­

seater was the

brainchild of Bill Buckle

and was based on

imported Goggomobil .

components. Right.

Sr.dney businessman
B,II Buckle launched his

first car in 1955 but this

more stylish model

poweredby a Ford

Zephyr engine, went

into production in 1956.

Only 20 were sold and

each one lost money

withdrawn from production. He was.' of course.
immensely disappointed. but never told me what

had ca'uoed the crunch. I rather think that he had
: badly und�rpriced his handywork and, when a
large increifsEJ.J.!J.Price became necessary. the'
Cobra was uncompetitive.

The MGA had just gone into local production

and. in all probability. Nat Buchanan discovered

he could not compete on price.

Buckle Coupe

When I met Bill Buckle in the mid-Fifties he was

struggling to make a living building a glassfibre

coupe with sporting pretensions. Today he is a

highly successful Toyota dealer. with a flourishing

marine division and a boat-importing company.

The son of a successful car dealer, Buckle' '
went into business on his own in 1955. building a

glassfibre coupe based on Ford Zephyr

components. Why he chose them in preference

to the more readily available Holden parts. I am

not sure. but this design proved very competitive

on such demanding tracks as the Mount

Panorama circuit at Bathurst. NSW, Often Bill

himself was at the wheel.

It was less successful as a commercial

enterprise. losing large lumps of money but.

fortunately. young Buckle was able to recoup the

losses (no pun intended) by manufacturing a local

version of the German Goggomobil mini car.

His coupe was. however, the labour of love.

Bill's dream was to produce a quality sporting car,

He built a prototype with features such as a fold­

down rear seat to enlarge the boot space,

adjustable steering column and push-button

electric door locks. It made its debut at the

Sydney Motor Show in late 1955. The reaction to

the rather curious styling persuaded Buc�.le to
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modify the moulds to yield a more conventional

shape. A refined version of the original concept

went into production in 1956.

A strong box-steel chassis frame had

transverse leaf springing at the front and semi­

elliptics at the rear. The 2.6-litre six-cylinder

engine. gearbox. back axle and brakes were

standard Ford Zephyr parts. Thanks to the

glas'sfibre bodyshell. the four-seater coupe

weighed a modest 17cwt. and the high power to

weight ratio permitted a genuine 100mph.

Selling the coupe against exotica from Britain

and Europe proved an uphill battle. Bill built 20

coupes in all and by 1959. when he pulleo the

plug from the venture. he had a swinging

business building diminutive Goggomobils.

Goggomobil

Bill Buckle secured the Australian rights to the

Goggomobil (made by Hans Glas of Dingolfin. •

Bavaria) to keep his glassfibre factory busy.

Diminutive though it was. the German version

hJd an all.steel body. Bill Buckle used a steel

body to make his glassfibre moulds. Production

of the Australian version started in 1958 and soon

three bodystyles were offered - sedan. coupe

and a handsome open two-seater.

The latter was Buckle's own design and. like

the sedan and coupe, used imported Goggomobil

components. It proved so successful that today it

is an Australian collector item.

My introduction to the car happened early one

Saturday morning. I was immersed in a convivial

party when my host. a mutual acquaintance, said:.

"Bill Bu61e has just arrived. He wonders if yo'u

could step out of the door for a moment."

Outside was the smallest fOM-wheeler I had

ever seen, a veritable eggshell on wheels. It was
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so low, you simply stepped over the side.

There were no doors. The 300c twin-cylinder

engine was in the rear, the luggage compartment

in the nose. •

The father of the baby sports car was in the.

passenger seat. his knees carefully folded under

the dash to give the impression there was plenty

of room. He tossed me the keys, adding: "Take it

for a spin." .,

Mindful ofth�'acts that l bad had a few drinks
and acutely aware that,this was a costly.

prototype. I dro"ve the tiny two-seater gingerly

around a few,blocks.

"Good God; man." said an exasperated Buckle,

"this isn't a toy. �ove over."
He jumped behind the wheef. flattened the

.accelerator and kept the gearlever in a constant

blur as he flicked up and down.the cons,!ant-mesh

gearbox. keeping the tacho needle at 5000rpm.

Bill hammered the car through the night in an

awesome display of enterprise, audacity and,skill.

He was right. The Dart. as he later christened
the sportster, was no toy. It weighed a mere:

63f.0lN1 and. with 17hp in its tail. was capabl� 9f a

genuine 65mph. Bill was soon providing owqers

with tuning information which boosted the .

maximum speed to 80mph. It was a sensation

which would have done extr�rnely well in a larger

market than Australia had to bffer. .

As it was, Buckle sold 5000 Goggomobil ':

saloons,. coupes and Darts before the I�sigonis­

designed Mini arr1ved in 1961. Dangerously close

to the Goggo saloon in price. the Mini offered a

greater level of sophistication as well as more

room, a national deale'r network and a reputation

which preceded its arrival in Australia.

'the Goggo project was wound down. but at

least it had been profitable, which was more than

could be said of just about every other Austrahi:m
bllilt car prior to theHolden.

Hartnett"

Larry Hartnett is one of Australia's most

. remarkable auto men. He came from Vauxhall to

Austraha in 1932 as managing director of the

newly formed General Motors Holden combine.

Prior to 1931. Holden had been an independent

company with the largest body-building factory in
the Southern Hemisphere General Motors

Australia imported and assembled a range of GM

products from other parts of.the world. Both

companies were doing well until the 1929-31

depression struck with unprecedented fury. They

merged in a marriage of survival. but the red ink

continued to flow at an alarming rate.

Larry Hartnett (now Sir Laurence Hartnett.

CBE) was sent to take over the reins and make

the combine pay - or close it down. He chose

the latter course and, two years later, proudly

announced a sizeable profit.

By 1936 Hartnett was working on a plan to

build an all-Australian car. The Second World War

intervened but in 1944 he revived the project

CONTRIBUTED BY IAN FOREMAN

because it was obvious that the huge war

contracts which kept the giant GMH factories

busy would soon cease.

Hartnetttook a team to New York and �old the

concept to GM's Overseas Corporation. Within

two years three prototype Hoidens had been built

by a joint US-Austalian team.

Though Hartnett had permission to proceed. he

disagreed strongly with the US instructions that

all funds were to be raised in Australia as loan

capital. Hartnett wanted Australian participation

in the form of share capital. As work on the

project proceeded, the philosophical gap

between him and his US masters grew so wide

that something had to give. . .

In December 1946, a top US executive named

Harold Bettle arrived at GMH's Melbourne

headquarters with two letters. One appointed

him as GMH's new managing director. The other

advised Larry Hartnett that he was being

transferred to New York.

Hartnett went to New York and promptly

resigned. Almost immediately. he started to plan

a counter-attack by going into opposition with a

smaller, less expensive Australian-made car.

After touring the world looking for a suitable

vehicle (considering among other things, the

Volkwagenl. he settled on a brilliant front-wheel

drive car devised by French engineer Jean

. Gregoire. Gregoire had designed the car for
production in Britain as the Kendall. but the

project'had foundered. Hartnett was able to
purchase the prototype and manufacturing rights

for £10.000.

In addition to front-<lrive, the innovative design

featured four-wheel independent suspension.
rack and piriion Steering and extensive use of

light-alloy component�.. The 600ec twin-eylinder

engine had more advanced exhaust emission

equipment. •

Hartnett brought the prototype to Australia and

secured permission to produce it 'under the
Federal Gover;nment's approved car ..

manufacturing plan.

The enterprise.got off marvellously. Victoria

(Hartnett's home State) offered a rent-free

factory for two years, plus a sizeable loan. Plans

were made to import mechanical components

from Britain at the rate of 10.000 cars per year

and to have the body panels locally pressed.

When put on display, the prototype attracted
2000 iirm orders before a dealer network had

even been organised.

From then on, it was all downhill. Hartnett is

convinced that 'big business' set out to destroy

him .. Certainly, some mysterious things .

happened. For example, Hartnett could not find a

bodybuilding company prepared to make his

body. When he had headed GMH. the company's

bodybuilding division had taken orders from all­

comers, including Austin. Chrysler. Dodge and

Willys. But Hartnett ran into a blank wall when he

asked GMH to produce bodies for his car.
. Next came the shock announcement that the

Victorian Government had withdrawn its offer.

No free factory, no loans. Hartnett says that he

was never given any reason. To raise money,

Hartnett floated a public company. leased a

factory and arranged for Commonwealth

Engineering - a firm without previous
bodybnu\lding experience - to produce the body

panels. }
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Down Under.

W,thin months the factory floor was jammed

with completed chassis - but there was no sign

of the panels. Alter brther waiting and frantic
manoeuvring, Hartnett took Commonwealth

E ng,neering to court. The legal battle lasted for

four and a half years and although Hartnett

eventually won, with costs, the project was dead

and beyond revival. .

Hartnett's next move was to import and locally

assemble the German made L10yd Alexander, a

small front-drive car with aneast-w�st engine of

600cc capacity. I was fortunate enough to�drive

the first L1oyd-Hartnett off the Brisbane assembly.

lines and a few weeks later Hartnett asked me to

establish a fuel economy record by driving from

Sydney to Melbourne ..
This was easily done (at normal road speeds)

with an average of 60.8mpg. Hartnett sold 3000

L1oyd-Hartnetts and was just geiting into his
stride when Carl Borgward, owner l;)f the German

L10yd factory, closed it down and the supply of

components to Australia'dried up. .
Ironically, Hartnett's next move- to import

Datsun cars from clapan - hurt GMH more

effectively than any locally produced rival he

could have devised. Datsun'led a wave of .
Japanese cars which gradually ��ittled down
GMH's market share from 50 per'cent in 1958 to

22 per cent in 1982.

IIinga
Many enthusiasts have dreamed of producing ari

Australian Ferrari but'such dreams are fragile in

the extreme. The annual sales of Femiri and its
rivals on the Australian market can be counted on

both hands'.

But one firm made a determined and well­

conceived crttempt to produce a ca'r in this class.
The Melbourne-based lIinga Pty Ltd was

headed by Darryl Davies and backed by a wealthy

car dealer, Len Bainbridge. Work on the project

commenced in the early Seventies and, in

February 1975, Davies announced that the lIinga

AF2 would go into production at the rate of 100

units a year. The projected retail price was

$ 16,000. The plan, he said, envi5aged a total

production of 300 AF2s, after which it would be

replaced by a totally new model. •

The car was blllliantly designed and powered

by a locally built Leyland P76 engine, itself based

on the former BOP power plant built under

licence as the Rover 3500.

The body consisted of a safety cell structure

panelled in aluminium and claimed to have

immense crash protection qualities, as well as

lightness and exceptional stiffness. The safety

cell sat on a box-section chassis with a separate

flool pan. The design was such that a collision

would push the engine under the passenger

compartment. , •. " _•.

I never got to drive the prototype which was .
claimed to have a top speed of 120mph, but

some colleagues did and made complimentary

noises about its road manners. Most observers,

including myself. thought the design arid

standard qf finish exceptional but we wondered

in print whether H!e projected price of $16,000

was realistic in view of the limited production and

generous array of appointments.

As things turned out, our reservations were

aCildemic. After sper,ding $200,000 on the

construction and testing of two prototypes, lIinga

Pty Ltd closed down. No official reasons were
"
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offered, but three years ago I had lunch with Len

Bainbridge who still had one prototype. He said

that the car's demise was cau�ed by the abrupt

withdrawal by the firm who had agreed to supply

the autolTfcl'tic transmission.

No other unit capable of taking the grunt from

the 3.5:'itre engine was readily available and

there Wil,S no money left to redesign and test the

car arounl'l.an imported automatic transmission.

'Lightburn Zeta .
Duri�g the'early Sixties I wrote an article for an
Australian motoring magazine deplor)D9 the trend

from basic transport to more lucrative"up-market'

cars.'1 pointed out that there were no low-eost
four yvheelers available in Australia- locally

produced'or imported and that 75 per cent of

locally produced cars ha,9 six-cylinder engines.

Within weeks, a'letter came from a well-khown

industrialist. Harold Lightburn, iro,yiting me to his

plant in Adelaide to see a new vehicle he planned

to produce: At that time, Lightburn was the

biggest name in mechanised concrete mixers
and handyman power tools: He also produced a

range of componentS:, including <;i!! jacks.
An affable and energetic man, Lightburn had

little knowledge of the auio business but a great
deal of determination to grab a share of the highly

lucrative growth industry. He told me that he h�d

just gained the right to assemble and distribute

Alfa Romeo cars and planned to build them

alongside a completely new 'people's car'

designed in his factory and called Zeta.

With his chief engineer in tow, Lightburn took

me to a special security area where a Zeta

awaited us. The curious looking design had a

boxy glassfibre body and disproportionately large

doors. The ingenious structure was the first I had

seen which combined virtues of sedlln, waggon

"and panel van. The doors opened at right angles

to the body, allowing easy access to the rear

seat. The roof was stiff enough to use as a roof

rack. There was even provision for owners to

unclip the front seats and secure them to the roof

for watching sporting events!

Other 1rend-setting ideas included quickly

removable rear seats which could be folded and

stowed over the wheel arches, leaving a large flat....

cargo floor. The seats also folded down, estate

car style, and, if I recall correctly, the front ilnd

rear seats formed a double bed for camping.

All of this was advanced thinking in 1963, but

.i.',� : ;.. �� -�.' .

the mechanics of the car were dreadful.

I knew this even before we had driven out of

the factory gate. A Villiers twin-eylinder 324cc

two-stroke engine drove the front wheels via a

three-speed gearbox. The 4bhp engine seemed

. flat out driving the gearbox, let alone the car. To

make matters worse there was a curious

monkey-up-the stick gearshift, which I never

mastered. When I consistently failed to change

gear cleanly, Lightburn instructed his chief

engineer to 'show me theic.nack'. He had as

. much trouble as I did; so the strange

-demonstration continued and I leftthe factory
bemused how a large and successful company

could produce such a vehicle.
Production of the Zeta commenced in 1963,

presumably with an improved gearshift. Potential

buyers enjoyed the unique opportunity of seeing

Alfa Romeos, Zeta and a range of concrete.

mixers displayed on the same showroom. floors!

The PR bulletins said t!:lat the company would

manufacture 50 Zetas a week and assemble 40' e

Alfas. Neither target was reached and only 363

Zetas had been produced when the axe was

wielded three years later.

Ironically, Lightburn produced a potential

winner before he withdrew from the auto
business. The design was inspired by a similar

vehicle developed during the early fifties in

England by Gordon Bedson and called Mackson.

The British design began as a racing car but a

road version was displayed at the 1957 Geneva

Motor Show. It is more than likely that Harold

Lightburn saw the Mackson and acquired the

production rights.

. As things turned out, the Zeta Sports was as ­

handsome as its stablemate was ugly. Powered

by a rear mounted FMR 500cc engine, it had a

claimed top speed of 75mph and could buzz from
rest to 50mph in 12.0 seco_nds.

Michelotti had made an excellent job of the

styling and the little machine had four-wheel

independent suspension, a four-speed constant­

mesh gearbox and a dry weight of only Scw\.

I do not know how many were sold, but it may.

not have been more than the initial productionrun
of 48. I managed to get a chance to drive one 9nd

thoroughly enjoyed the experience. ,

Even more, I have enjoyed the privilege o� ..

watching the birth of other people's dreams even

though so many eventually turned into financial

. nightmares.
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In the early 19605, when big - in H;rms of
cngin� capacity - W<'i beautiful.> AmerIcan Vg
'power units offcft.:J the solutwa to many a

British motor m:mufacturcr's 4,Ut'Sl f?r sheer

power. Howevcr l ofthe !Jrgaccmpan�es, only
til� Rootcs Group (ook aJl/anlJ.gc of tillS source

for uprating the models in t!1"ir range.

The Sunbeam A'pine was Rootes' answer to
the M.GA and first <:.pr�Jrcd in October 1959.
Powered by a 1494cc ohv engine which

produced 78bhp at SOOOrpm) the car's per­

formance was n:spe�tahle rather than spcc�

t.Kular. Its maximum speed was about

IGOinph iind a.:ccl�ralion from 0-60 took some

14sccs. Then, in 191)0, the Alpinc'scnginc was

increased in capacity to 1592cc which upped
the power to SObhp, but this �id little to

improve its performance. If anything, the �lk

11 was slightl)' slower. Clearly� a more radKal

appro<!.ch was needed if the Alpl�C \vas t� sta�d
any chance at all, particularly 10 Amenca, m

the comp�titive market of sports/tourers.

Rootes' dc\'dopment engineers began look­

ing at the options a\"<lilab!c for increasiil? the

Alpine's performan..::e. r�c four cy�mdcr
2.2-litre Humber Hawk e-ngmc was too blg: and

heaV\' and its power output at 73bhp \vas no

I more than the Alpine's. So in desperation, the

team looked at engines prodnced by othcr

man11f;,lcturers. With a directive from the

Rootes Hoard, they tried the lWOcc twin ohc

I Alfa Roml'o UJl"it and the 21/z-l!trc.vS Dai�lcr
\ engine, but_because of thelr Size, neIther

, proved sUit�b....•le, needing ex!er.$i..-e surgery to
the bulkhead. for them to fir. Even Jack

Brabham beCame involved with the project

, sug17estinp' that onc of the Vg engines from the
Sta�s \\'o�ldrrove the answer. But, without
:my tangible evidence of �ow this k,ind of

transphmt would work, the Idea was rejected.

hi fact) the ey;(\e.lce Il.:eded la per�uadc the

R)otes board to_adopt the Vg technique was to

come from -Rootes' own sales lD<l.nager in
California. A pr0totypc: Sunbeam Alpi!1e fit!ed

with a 4:2-litrc Ford engine \vi:h m3.ml:ll

transmission was prepared hy Carrell Shclby
in California; tbe C2r was then shipp..:d over to

England w,!:\ere it \�as tested by tte Rootes

cxecutives.-::Jmmedlately the concept W••5
ac..:cpted «!being a winner, so, against a

background-Qfrising financial problt:rns, a deal

was signed)vith the Ford �lo.tor Co.mpany to

supply en�s and transmISSIon UllItS.

The lllpl!\ll could talte a VB
\Vhat made the Alpine bodysheH so

appropriate for acccpting the larger Ford

power units was its inhercnt strength. The

Alpine monocoquc structure was based �n t�e

floorpan of the Hillman Husky and_ \... hl1e ltS

whcclbasehrack ratio was net idt'al for out­

�tanding rO:l<.lholding, the 1IIH.!l:rside had been

hraced with a cruxiform box section thereby

adding rigidity. Further, during its develop­

ment, the Alpine had been fitted with stay;;

l:-c[\vcen [h� scuttle and inner wings, (he r.:sult

being a body quite capabl:: of handling ,the

258ft.lb of torque delivered by the 4.2-IJac

Ford engine. .

By 1964, Rootes' finand:;.l SitU:Jtl(l:l \V;lS

Lt�comiag acute. Putting the !-lilll'I�1.l1 Imp.

Rootes' baby car, into production haJ �):':l.:n a

m:lj,):, drnin, and a crippling in.:iu:-tri:il di:W-ltc

at llriti�h Llg.;1l S(ccl Pre�sillg; (o:1e t1fR()ott:s'

bc.dy su pp1iers) had dso bee n a costly b1.lsinc:is.

I Eventuall}" rescue came in the form of a

. contract belween Routes and the Chryslcr

Corporation', givir.g Chrysler a percentage of
Rootcs' voting and non-voting �h;l:res wIde at

the same time pro .... iding much n::edcct ca�h

with which Rootcsco;Jld maintain product:t\fl.

The Tiger's rU;;{ publi<.: appc�r:J.nce was �t

the New York Sh(l',1,' in April 196.� ,.... herc it,

performi'_nee alb.:d to a eomperitj\'c pri.:-c

'ensurl'd it a goo:l reception. Productivn began

l at Jensen's Kelvin \\:.':1Y f:Jcwry in June that
year and soon the car was b:::ing fcatun:J in

motor magazines on both sides of the Atlantic.

•

vn!�'ll Chx.,..sl,,! took av'cr

Ro"te'3 thoy hied to insert tl1eix

big Vl);; iJ.\�C �verything i.n sight,

from S�.lP�1 S�.tillZ5 to Sceptre:i!
StolY by Mike Taylor

The !:lte Grcgor Grant of Autospori was unc

enthusiast who spoke highly oftb:: AI�ine with

the VS power unit. "The Tib�r cu�t<; £1195

plus£250 lOs5d PT';hesaid. "No! a grcald�':l!

to pay for such a sph:ndiJ mot�)r-Clr, whi-:h,

when the word gets round, mu�t sell i'l

e\'cr-inGcasing nUIi1bers".

The ccmpuative performancc b:.:t\... .::..:!1 lite

IAlpine Mk (V and the Tiger were as fllllows:

Sunbe�m Alp:ne Mk IV SunbcamTiger4.2

(1592c<)

0-30mph 4.4sl':c 3.23ee

O.40mph 6.1s�c S.Osec

0-50mph 10.2scc 6.8sec

0-60mph 13.8sec 9.5sec

Q.70mph J9_6sec 12Ascc

0-8001ph 30.65ec 17.5:)ec

Maximum speed 95mph 1I71':1ph

Fuc1consumptioll 23mpg 16.9mpg

Rootes cars occupied an imj10rtam per-

centage of the British car marl�et an::! diC!

.were p::mic.ularly pleased at the way the Tiber

was beginning to i!1(reas::: in popu!:lli�y.

Indeed, they were bitten by the \'S 'hug' and

felt there had to be other cars in their rallge

wbch would benefit from a VS transp:n,t. The

ItoolcS BO:lrd asked the Product Fl;uill:ng:

Division to carry out an analysi� and come up

with somesug:gcstions. The two models which

\I,.'ere chosen \Vere th� Humber Sceptre and the

I �"bst3.mial HlIinb�r S'lpt:r Snipe/!mpt.'ri.ll.

Th::: rt;aSD:l [Of �;+,':.):-il\g t};�::;e (w(' m,�('d5

w�.s slulpk. Tb: ::'\:cptrc was �... im;:d;,H (b� t':lst

_...mi-lu;�lllY s",lcon 1i'::iL ke(, yet it cc'uU br,�\y

rl;"Lh 5001H�Jh; a V8 pu',VI:f unit .....,lJu:d iU'.:rc:Ec

lIS l.'er[orr:Hilcc Jt0.Lil'ltically. The _ :-iup<.:r

I S!l:pdlmperiJ.1 al �o lndty r.1'::J�J u.,nti�:;�nJ
I it W'IS thO\.JL'ht that:1 V3 �nglne 'Nou!d gI-'-C the

kind Ofe.fto.'.':t.le�,; p<.:dcnnJIKC mar,;: ilt k.::cping
wi:.h rhe Sllp!�r Snir�'s im::tge.

A con"fr::�c( b�t'.V�en Routes and Jel:sen

.\lot,�rs ef We::;t Brc;:lwich pw\'ic.le'J the

I:C,-;;;-_,';<lry know-buw to undert�k,;: develop­

C1,::lt :md the low V\.1!lIme ;l.jl;crp.b:y facilities to

put lr.:: Alpine v:� i!1{Q pCGuuction.

'3Igge1' engino f�1' t:he Tiger

!"\I,;",m\hile, by c�:rly 1965, Rootes' tlevdop­

Il1l.?nt .:nginccrs we",c wdl aJvancc'.1 on th..: Mk

J I Tjeer �rog:rJ'_eJ1le. S:lpplies of �hc :sm;lllcr

.4.2.!:tre(260ctI.in) ':!l:iiuc Wt�r� rur.nir.� Ollt �o

the second �t:ncra(_o'1 ofTig:..:rs "vo'Jld f,:anlrt:

ithe 4.7-Etl"': (2$).;1.1. in) 'HelL In ::hJditll-'1l lo

111'Iking S�''':iU ,;o:sm.;;lIC Cil'1.Il;S..::�.li�<.: !b� moye

tt, an C3:;-U'I�:': !5"riUe'lnJ chron:e wing: em.

bd!ishe�'j, Til;�r 11 wuuld have to.7in uis.::s

on (he f:ont :.!li�! 9. 7in dis..:s on the ;-car wgci.hcr

with l.liu rud \\'I'd'ls. Car,; for the Stat�s

l':..luld at",) !l'1'.-.: b!Kk :md white �:d,� t1a',hC';.

\i;'irh t:'c :ll)r�[U';rtl 01 th� Rootes 1!('�li"�I, th�

de ...:cl�r.:!i�l":-J�' :'.'�,fi,-... ;:r:i bcgan sd.::ctiug: .... :1­
v.in'�; iUrikir '/3 :s�df":'n prc:r;ra:i1n1c. \\\th !he

!;tlk ',V:'ldl :\')'.'; ,�,;; .... r.;,l. t,:m-,:cn Cov:.:n:,'y <lnd
(:ltcyskr, it \'"jc' <.k.::id:J to utilise:1 Ch�'y:)k(
u;ilr if pos<;ible nthl'f tlqn a Fa'.! c�\:;jr;o:. [a

rh: ',:';':nt, ',��,; uni: cb�,';eH for the SLt':f.!tr:.: W,'$

i;1� 273cu.i'1, LL4-!��"l: 'lt1fl�!I,;\ldJ.' v.'). \\.':th

a four-b,lrr;:[ ,::ir0�ll"<:tc\): <In:1 J. con�pr':'iS:('n

r:aiu of W.5:l, if �.'roduccd !J6bhr) at

� lOOrpllt. Thi.� ��(O�'� [\,ro1ij;h a ,rCrJ(cjl.h:nitc'

" .. ;.:..n;HI'-' tr,:r:s,-;,-i:-�:);on to a Salisbury 3.07; l

':i!J, .. -':I�(j"I_. -:-:'(' lJ(.I:�;';'i �JI1d 'i'lSpell:;lu:i '.vc-rc

l� :"':': ;,kn:�'-,;�: :u (h�1t lI�t.J on tl":.:: Ti�,::- 11

(:Yl';,1. l<.:: w;'��� ,.' .. '-:--:.h'd r:JJ Oil (h.: rc::.r :Ix:':.

�-'>':'�'-;;(�;J' tic,;,; " .(' kvb.:d like ;my l,tLu

rt:I' 'l�;,'r �,'t:�:' c'; � ::<.:: �'t �b{ l:le [.siill\ .... ;,t�!;,;lll

,>)' ..:t..:m h:ld L:,:cn 1'-,p!;lced by tLi:.:.;;ing:-!:::;ilbd'
the Super �,tin�(.

Th� l"csulr t)f til;s mod;ficJti.;I� w;;'; ll()(hi.:)!

�i�']rt oft! ra:il�ltic .•\It t 11OSC; ',,,I;o,,,-,�:-:':":d '.:,t �b�

VX S..:c�rro: projei..t clJ(hll'i.:d i)\l.'r:b perC'.lrin.

allc�. In ;1 strai;hr li'.I": ilS Jc-.:dualiol1

,::ompO:LL>U to th-: 1600t:c m()(�cl w.H: �b[f,:ri!lg.

Humb�r

Humb'�r So.:cptre Sceptre S,l.'1:"'�:Jlil

(i:50Ccc) VS (:mt') 1\;cr 1t

I)-JOmp:1 .1.9sec 3.3scc JJh:c

O-,!Omplt '/.73CC. .k7'1'::'::: 'L>cc

O.5::Jmph 16.6sec 6_ 7sec 6.�st:c

0-60'nph 17,hec 9.1scc 7.8s,:::

0-7iltnph 2.3.5sec II.6:-:�'c It).S,,.:c

O-SOmrh JS.9sl.':c !S.2'il.:c 13,7s:.'c

.\1,::"'x. spccll ','Omph 133m;1i-\ 125'l1rh

Flld Con. 2J..5mpg 20.2trlr� J.2.3'Cipg

Th: tig'.lf;:S le!! th::ir 0W'1 sr01";. Hui. th;.:.:

w,:re scvcnl in,ij,H" dr:i',vb:I"::;:S. Th� belly

Sl! �g';ry nco..:t:s3;lry to allow the CW';:r.o: u Et i'ltt;

th,� S,.'cptre's s.hdl dj'irupt'�<.1 th.: Cl 1"" illkriOf

cOIl';iderahly :uld it wuul,l h<l'lC been i!ilP05':ii.

h!e iU USl: th: u!d �nl\ismijsi,�,t tunnel!

d,�shboard :Irr;\ligt.'�n:.':tts cn pr("_�I!etiu;l c.::rs.

l\Iso, \'1;£1, �,0 !'ll'ch \-vcig!lt o\'\.r the [roil[

,.."hc�':'j, stl'erilltl: ','/:_,'i very hL'2.VY iH �(�.\' �rl.t.'d5

anJ r:le h;\rdlill!; �,I •.ffct.;..i rfOm u'lJ.:r"lecr. fl�

rhe event, lhe L'!l'_' .H:d O:l:y protOlYP'-' Vi.: .. cut

ut': mu'-,h tll tlw dis.;ppoincnlcnt (.f �h..:

JCvl'[opm.'m �n;;il�;.:er:;.

\ The Super SnipclI�1perial pro;;ramme was
. mor� ad\enturous. SIX prototype cars were

mad: in all, the tint haring a S.I-litre

(318cu.in) Chrys!er engine with rn�nu.. 1

u-ansmission. Performancc wasdr:um.tic, wi�h

a maximum spec:d of O\'er 125mph. But this

was considered a liltle too powerful, added to

which fuel consumption was equally impress­

ive! So this engine was taken out and rep!:lcc.:i

by a smaller 273cu.in unit, again wit.� manual
tr::nsmission. The other fi\'c cars \I.-ere also

tr.st�d with 2i3 engin�s, some: with tv:o-b.1rrel

ann oth�rs with four-barrel carbur�ttor5. B'.It

after suffering se\'eral head. gasket failures on

the more pow"rr�ll four-barrel engint:'i, it was

d;;:ci�e�t t,J con'.inue dc\'cbpment wit� th.:

[WO-b;lrrcl C<irs oilly. Of the r��m:....ir.:rJ:; fi\'�

cars, one was an Imperial, whi:h b.:d

-Armstrong Sdt:ctoride dampers Oll the rca:',

and ;lIlothcr W,1S lerr hand drive.

Although fitting: the V8 engine intJ th::

Sn:pc bar was s[J'aight[ul'ward en:1'.:gh, th-::

ir.stallation did call for a eer�;lir. amo�;;[ of

modification to exhaust systems) r�di:lll'rs and

the [0uting of the brake pipes. Afit'r m:my

monlh� of t.;sting: during 1965, th� go-<:;:cad

W:J,S gi ....en for a piltlt as�cmbl}' line to bl.: �ct up

wlwrc it ii thought a filrther six (this C;;U:-c is

uncerta;jl becausl: or th� IOld: of r,:corJ ..)

rrc-productk'n en;-::; Y..�rc made.

But e ....en after reachinglhi<; ad\'<!!Iccd stape,

lhe I lumber Super Snipe V8 W:lS nc\":r torcach

, series production. It s.:cms th<tt among {J:e

'm.my Silags encountered on the rilot line was
the difficulty of installing the en�ir.e, whi-:h

had to be effectcd from above rather th:ln by

offering it up from beneath \!w"hich was th:: ffio)rC

11 noon::!1 practice.•"Iloreow:r, fitted with the

two..barrel carbureetor, rower O�lput wa� a

:miscrnbte 150bhp at 44GOrpm, o:lly 21bhp

more than the stmdard Super Sr.ir-::. There­

fore, p::r[orm:.1nce W;lS equally unl�_,pn:ssi'"c.

St::IJ(!ard

Super Snipe V8 Scpo.:r Sflip�

O.30mph 4.0sc..: 5.5sec

O.40mph 6Ascc 8.3scc

O-SOmpll 9 ..1-!,,;:c 12.35co::

0-60mph 13.0s�c 16.1:5�c

0-70mph 17.9soc 2>.lscc

O-SOmph 23.lscc 30.3see

M.1X. speed I 02mpl� Y'im;'!h

Fuel con. 16.-hnpg 19.7mpJ
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gt
fringemenl. This affects at least

100.000 people a year.

The laws have been detailed in

a regulatory impact statement

relca�ed this" week.

The Government san the cost

of implementing the 'plan is at
least S3. 7 million. but it has not

estimated the added cost of

inconvenience to the public

caused by the restrictions.

From )uly. the probationary
period will also apply for a

minimum of three years and a

learner permit will be" required

for at least a year before qual­

ifying for a probationary licence.

The age limit for learner per­

mits will be lowered to 16 years.

British craftsmanship in

action on the Hillman Minx

production line. Covent!")'.

onc pa�senger per car or dri,'ing

manual cars if tested i'l an

automatic.

All probationary dri'"er� will

he banned from driving \'8 or

turbo-ch:m:ed '"chides. "

A gove;nment document also
says the only ahernative for

probationary drivers is a night­
time curfew.

The Government has dismis­

sed as unimponant the incon­

venience of the more extreme

measures to cut the road toll

among young drivers.

The rules will apply to all new

probationary licences and to any­

one regaining a licence after

cancellation for any traffic in-

J

•

I

Humber Hawk gets its \
radiator topped up at a

Shell country garage.








