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Vintage Insurance
with Modern Benefits

VGL specialises in vintage, veteran, classic and collector insurance, along
with hot rod and modified vehicle insurance. And because we recognise
the needs of today's enthusiast we offer such benefits as:

® Agreed value
* Retention of wreck
® No penalties for windscreen breakage
® Additional hotel and travelling expenses after accident
® Personal accident cover
® Personal effects cover
® Australia wide settlement.

VGL has been insuring specialist vehicles now for more than 20 years - and
with the reassurance of Australian Eagle Underwriters, you couldn't look
for a better policy. .
---.. Phone VGL - it's the modern way to insure your piece of history.

e INSURANCE . 15 2
‘ v BROKERS PTY.LTD. (8

INCORPORATE D IN VIC TORIA

Underwritten by Australian Eagle Insurance Co. Ltd.

7/633 Victoria Street, Abbotsford, Victoria. 3067. Ph: (03)4296466
81 Windsor Road, Northmeat, NSW. 2152. Ph: (02)6306833
178 St. Georges Terrace, Perth. 6000. Ph: (09) 3225566



CALENDAR

MAY 27TH. (SUNDAY) GENERAL MEETING / FAMILY DAY. DEEPDENE PARK HALIL,
WHITEHORSE ROAD, DEEPDENE. (MELWAY MAP 46 A7/8.)
BYO PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH 12 MIDDAY.
MEETING COMMENCES 2.00PM.

THE HUMBERETTE.

MAY 1990

MAY 28TH. (MONDAY) A.0.M.C. DELEGATE'S MEETING, CARNEGIE PROGRESS
HALL, TRUGANINNI ROAD, CARNEGIE. 8.00PM SHARP.
JUNE 3RD. CLUB DAY-RUN TO CHURCHILL ISLAND. OTHER ROOTES

CLUBS ALSC INVITED.
SEE BELOW FOR FULL DETAILS.

JUNE 15T - 2ND. 'V.D.C. SWAP MEET SPECTACULAR. ROYAIL. MELBOURNE
SHOW GROUNDS, EPSOM RD, ASCOT VALE. FRIDAY 5.00 -
10.00 PM, SATURDAY 8.00AM.
BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES PH: V.D.C. (03) 439 9052.
SITES $25.00. ADMISSION $3.00.

JUNE 22ND. GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK HALL. 8.00PM.
SPEAKER TO BE ARRANGED.

JULY ? MONTHLY CLUB RUN . TBA.

JULY 27TH. GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK HALL. 8.00FPM.

AUGUST 26TH (SUNDAY) GENERAL MEETING / FAMILY DAY. DEEPDENE PARK HALL

BYO PICNIC COR BBQ LUNCH. 12 MIDDAY.
MEETING 2.00PM.

AUGUST 27TH. (MONDAY) A.0.M.C. DELEGATE'S MEETING. PROGRESS HAIL, CARNEGIE.
8.00PM SHARP.

AUGUST TBA. COMBINED CLUBS RUN TO WESTERNPCORT PUB. HASTINGS.

SEPTEMBER Z28TH. GENERAL MEETING. DEEFDENE PARK HALL. 8.00PM.

*%* QCTOBER *+* *** 15TH BIRTHDAY OF HCCV. #*%*

OCTOBER 26TH. GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK HAIL. 8.00PM.

NOVEMBER 11TH. ANNUAL CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE, PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP ,

AND DISPLAY DAY. DEEPDENE PARK OVAL.
N.B. ALTERNATIVE VENUE MAY BE NECESSARY IF OVAL
DRATNAGE WORKS ARE NOT COMPLETED.

NOVEMBER 17TH - 18TH. BENDIGO SWAP MEET, PRINCE OF WALES SHOWGROUNDS,
HOIMES ROAD, BENDIGO. CLUB HAS INFORMATION STAND
IN THE CLUB CORNER AREA, CONFERENCE HALL.

NOVEMBER 23RD. FINAL GENERAL MEETING FOR YEAR. DEEFDENE HALL, 8.00PM.

NOVEMBER 26TH. (MONDAY) A.0.M.C. ANNUAL MEETING AND DELEGATE'S MEETING.
CARNEGIE PROGRESS HALL. 78.OOPM.

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP PARTY AND PRESENTATION DAY.
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NEXT OQUTING

° ° **CHURCHILL ISLAND CLUB RUN.** 0 o
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WHERE TO MEET: K-MART CAR PARK, HIGH ST. CRANBOURNE. 10.15AM. (MELWAY 133 J4)
ANDERSON ROUNDABOUT (AT STATION) 11.20AM (MELWAY 256 Ql1)
WHAT TO BRING: ALL LUNCHEON NEEDS; WARM CLOTHING, "WELLIES"?

COST: SMALL ADMISSION CHARGE TO ISLAND (NATIONAL TRUST ADMINISTERED. )
FURTHER DETAILS FROM IAN WILD, PH: (03) 725 9897.




SCEPIRE FREPPRATICN FOR THE RALLY

The 7th Humber Mational Rally at Cowra is now owver, Apart from a few minor problems with “
arganization, which according to Mophy's Law, always seem to occur, it was very successful,

Margaret and I decided to take our Mk 1 Sceptre to the Rally as we were going an to Tugun (near "
Coolangatta) in Queensland to visit our daughter, son-in-law and grandson.

The Sceptre is quite a nice touring car, being fitted with cwverdrive as a standard extra. This
means that at 100kph the engine is only revving at 3000rpm, resulting in economical rurming and
reduced engine wear. The total mileage covered for the whole trip was 2,500, at an average fual
cansumption of 3dmpg, Apart fram a minor problem caused by a dry speedo cable, which we fixed at
Tamworth with same vaseline, it rever missed a beat, I had a few problems with it before we left
it once they were corrected it was excellent,

Prcblem mmber ane was difficulty with idling on ocold engine, I fitted a new set of spark plugs,
then proceeded to check the high tension leads, which I found needed cleaning down in the ooil
lead by carefully revolving the screw down in the meck of the coll (don't lose the 'o' ring seal
on the screw), and the distributor cap connections to the plug leads, Also, the centre contact
in the distrilwtor cap, this is a carbon rod with a spring attached. By carefully pulling it ocut
using a clockwise twisting motion, it should came out without damaging the spring. You can then
use a narrow screwdriver with a nice sharp blade @nd to clean the omtact down at the bottam of
the hole, Having dore that you should be able to see the metal contact, Then with a small pair
of pointed pliers, carefully bend the last half of the coll of the spring across the diameter so
that you get better contact., Then very carefully replace the carbon rod and spring once again
using a clockwise twisting motion.

Having done all this the Sceptre engine now idles nicely when ocold. The other problem we had was

with the stearing which tended to be scmewhat vague with a tendency to want to run along tram

lines, joints in the road and be affected by roads with a lot of camber, HBaving come across same
information on steering gecmetry, I cama to the conclusion that the problam was being caused 4
basically by ovarsize tyres, as I was ruming on 13" x 650 instead of the original 13" x 600.

Ringing around a few tyre suppliers I was told 13" x 600 are no longer available. So eventually

I fitted a set of Dunlop Guardian Radials 13" x 165 which are about the same diameter as a 13" x

600, They are also a textila radial which gives a softer ride than steel radials on the smaller

4cyl car. I'm pleased to say it handled beamtifully on the trip.

This problem of obtaining correct size tyres is a common oma among older cars like Humbers and is
[xaobably causing scme troubles aimilar to mine awmg cther members, so I have reproduced the
relevant part of the article to explain the problem, Aa you will see, the cars hawve been
designed to have a particular king pin inclination angle, or with cars like the Vogues and
Sceptre with ball joint suspensions, steer axis inclipation angle, to suite a particular size of
tyre. So if you depart from that particular size you will most prabably have same poblems,
uless you take the car to a stearing and fromt end specialist (not a tyre retailers wheel
aligrmment set-up) and have the cember adjusted to suite the size of tyres you want to usa,

Hoping this will explain problems sama membars occasionally complain about with their Humber's
steering.

Reith wWillimott.
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HUMBER

QUALITY

Inspired by Molyneux .., bullt by Humber.,. for

those who wane someching diferent, the Vopue

Saloon offers an Inimitable artistry of line. Coaczh-

work designed In collaboration with Molyneux of
l.ondon and Parls.

HUMBER LTD., COVENTRY. LONDON SHOWROOMS & EXPORT DEPY., ROOTES LTD, DEVONSHIRE HOUSE, PICCADILLY, W.d



THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.

CLUB ADDRESS — 23 HIGH STR

[
",

\V/
il

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
EDITOR

EVENTS DIRECTOR
LIBRARIAN

REGALIA

TECHNICAL ADVISORS
Vogues

Series V,VA S/Snipes

Hawks

Mk Cars

Seneral Information
Auto Electrical

EET, WATSONIA. 3087
COMMITTEE 1990-91
Geoff Webb 233 6592
Margaret Willimott 435 6354
H Ian Foreman
Brian Parkinson
H Graeme Finn 497 4321
: Barry Bosnich (057) 83 1899 o
: Mike Dupla -
: Dave Denner 874 7016 ﬁ
Vic Wilson 478 9352 :
D. Dunlop 439 7059 ———
A. Goldman (0s9) 75 6807 P4
K. WUillimott 435 B354 2
B. Kennedy 789 5119 I
g B. Kennedy 788 5119
: M. Fitchett 366 8887

JON WHITES' MK 4 S/SNIPE

BOB BRUCE'S SERIES VA S/SNIPE




THE HUMEERETTE

ERESIDENT'S REFORT

MAY, 1990

It was doubly pleasing to see the results of the 1990 Cowra Concours and to see once again that
Victoria dominated the results in winning the 'Best Car' and a majority of the prizes.
Congratulations to the participants and special thanks to Bill & Joan Holmes for their efforts
with my car, With the two cars that Bob Kennedy is preparing, I hope that in two years time we
can retain the 'Best Car' trophy for Victoria,

I am becaming increasingly annoyad with rising Government changes in relation to motor vehicles
ard the way Goverrments are bleeding the motor industry., The 'red plate scheme' previocusly, now
known as the 'club plate scheme' is subjected to more regulation and the cost differential is now
seriously effecting the decision whether it is worth accepting the usage restrictions and
reverting the car to full registration,

I also cdbject to the crazy premise of Governments of all persuasion, that fees are indexad
according to inflation, If Govermments held indesation, particularly o sensitive and important
changes such as petrol and transportation, the multiplying effect on transport costs and the cost
of all goods and services must fall., I guess the real truth to the matter in the economic sense,
ig that for any Government, inflation disguises many prablems,

My objection, as it relates to the motor industry, is that now customs duty, sales tax, road
levies, petrol taxes, stamp duty and motor registration fees are born by all of us on daily
motoring and transport of basic goods and services, creating such crazy anonomolies as paying
sales tax on the freight component on the spare part that you have just purchased, Maybe the
reagon that there are so many Humbers still on the road in daily use, in that we can still drive
in cars used by royalty and not pay the crazy imposts on today's motoring,

Geoff Webb

e de e oy ok sl e s e sk de e s o o el s e s A dede e e e ke el de s de e e el e R i b ol e de e e e il i i i el e e il dededed b A doiedn el iedole i A e el

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING

FELD 27TH APRIL, 1990

AT DEEPDENE HALL

Mesting commenced at 8:12pm with 46 members present - individual count as not all members slgned
the boock. New members Fed 0'Shea and Dr. Warwick Slade were welcomed.

Apologies: Ray Webster, Wild family, Pam Batten, Sylvia Pleterson, Nat & Delsl Hanlon.

Treasurer's Report: Credit Balance g71 .43
Accounts for Payment $1008.60

Correspondence: R. Whittle A.C.T., Mr. J. Dows (Barandoola, Vic), R. Boan (Sorenta Vic),
Sotheby's Auto Auction, Shannon's Auctions, Allisons Retaurant, i, slade, INC Corporation (nolse
attention materials), Casterton Motor Enthusiasts Ciub, Single Life Magazine, Uncle Sam's Rock
Cafe, HCCSA "In Vogue", Rover Car Club "Viking Torque™, Austin A40 "Newsflash", Uolselay
"Hornet", Daimler/Lanchester Club, SATOC News, Rootss Group Car Club Inc, Humber/Hillman Club of
N.Z., Vic-Trek Tourism (Macedon Ranges promotion).

Events Director's Report: Margarst Willimott reported on the Easter Natlonal Rally {see article).
Librarian's Repart: Nil.

Technical Officer's Reports Rob Dunlop brought up the subject of head gasket problems associated
with Vogue cylinder heads, namely the stretching or expanding of the copper on the gasket over
the ported areas of the cylinder head

Editor's Repart:s 215 newsletters circulated.




t-iu'ara.l Buainass.n Mr. Daryl Mills of LEA Films requires a 1963 Serles 4 or 1962 Series 3 3/snipe
in white over light green for filming.

Hall improvement in video recorder shelf to be comstructed on left hand wall,

improvements to amenities. also general

Correspondence to go to Hall Committee as generally accepted.
Bill Holmes displayed new HCCA National Rally trophies.

Geoff Usbb reminded those in attendance about the President's Dinner and the urgent matter of
affirming bookings. It will (was) held at Clancy's Restaurant on 11th May, 1990.

Meeting Closed at 9:40pm, supper served - YOU BEAUTY!

Ian Foreman.
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SOCIAL NEWS & NOTES

Greetings everyore! What a great weekend the WNational Rally turmed out to be and quite
successful for the Victorlan cars that made the trip. Bill and Kevin fought a friendly tussle to
the finish for outright Concours winner. In the end it was only one point and a belligerent
clock that separatad them. Not bad when the rext closest points loss was almost double that of
both Kevin and Bill. Congratulatiors also to Geoff whose cer it was that Bill wes cossetting
during the Rally, and also to Keith who was most surprised when he took out the Audax (it means
light carl) class.

Closer to home, our next Sunday outing is in the capable hands of Ian Wild and will be a
combired Rootes Run to Churchill Island {off San Remo). Churchill Islamd is administered by the
National Trust and I believe folk from the district are already looking forward to the Humbers
visit. Full details of mesting place etc., appear on this month's Calendar Page.

Although our numbers were small I think all who attended the President Dinner at Clancy's
Restaurant on May 11th enjoyed the evening, It was a pleasant change to have the restaurant
staff do all the organizing and arranging while we just sat, ate and chatted on., Thanks Geoff
and Jill for a lovely eveningl

Do you remember "Jenry", the MK IV Super Snipe from NSW that competed in the Variety Club Charity
"Bourke to Brooms Bash"? Well this ysar "Jenny" is trying her luck once more. This time from
Bourke to Burnie (Tasmania). Although not officially an HCCA entrant this yesar, the NSW Club is
providing the drivers and assisting with sponsorship. "Jenny" will be passing through Melbourre
in early June and if you would care to cheer her on, or to donmate towards sponsorship, you would
be most welcome. Further details will be notified as they come to hand - but keep an sys on the
daily pepers also!

Finally, two brisf reminders. This will be YOUR LAST MAGAZINE if subs have not been rerewed. At
$20.00 a year membership is not expensive so please, if you have not dore so, RENEUW YOUR SUBS
NOW| Cheques should be made out to HCCV INC and forwarded to club address in front of this
magazine. Ue like to keep in touch with our members.

This month's meeting will be a SUNDAY FAMILY MEETING - we look forward to meeting some of our
youthful and our more distant members on these occasions.

Hope to ses you there.

Margaret.
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FOR SALE

Hillman Hunter Safari Wagon, manual, needs muffler and tailpipe, no reg, 5300.
Contact: Ann Abrahram, Ph: (059) 62 2882, RK,

Hawk Series 3, auto, one owner, plus sparecar, green/white roof, grey interior, excellent
coxdition, rear seat not used at all, car at Elmore, reg Nov 1990, hrakes just worked on, 134,000
miles,

Contact: Ph: 548 2822 (Bus), 232 5677 (A/H}.

Two 1960 S/Snipes, autos, make ore car out of two, $150.
Contact: Bab, Airport wWest, Ph: 338 4922, RK.

Brard new disc brakes fit Mk 1 or 2 Sceptre, still in box, $150,
Contact: P, Reeve, Ph: 543 1460, RK,

1963 Vogue, manual, rebuilt motor, reg. 1964 Vogue, autocamplete, stripped for rest. 1963
Vogue, manual, parts car, OFFERS

——

Contact: J. Anderson, Ashwood, Ph: BO7 6187, RK.

Series 5 S/Snipe, good interior, no reg, $500.
Contact: Ph: 870 3438, Ringwood.

Series 3 S/Snipe, no reg, $800 - Also Series 4 S/Snipe, mech very good, no reg, $800.
Contact: Ph: (051) 45 6762, Stratford.

1966 Mini Morris Deluxe, original, goes well, $300.
Contact: Wendy, Seaford, Ph: 78 6369.

Workshop Manual, B.M.C. Service, Riley 1 1.2 and 2 1.2 litre, no A.K.D. 630 A, 1968, $30.
Contact: (057) 83 1899,

1964 S/Snipe, 90,000 miles, excallent arder all round, parfect upholstery,
Contact: L. Mathiason, Newhridge, Ph: 38 7283.

Two Hutber overdrive gearboxes, no bell housing or clutch forks, $250 each.
Contact: J. Dows, 1 Barton Drive, Baranooda, Ph: (060) 20 8682.

1933 Rumber Twelve, very rare car, ons af anly three in tha world, open to offers.
Contact: J. Berry, Canberra, Ph: (062) 31 8357.

Series 5/5A grill and side surrounds.
Contact: F. 0'Shwea (C/- Ian Foreman/Secretary HOCV).

Series 5 S/Snipe, boot hingas, driver's side.
Contact: R. whittle, 2 walu Street, Aranda, ACT, Ph: {062) 251 1595.

Series 4, 5 or 5A S/Snipa.
Cotact: ¥. Farren, Ph: 842 7448,
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'Wednesday 16 May 1990

Perhaps the fate of the local indus-

try’s most high-profile export, the Ca;

Convertible, epltomimmt;z Govepr:
ment'’s quandry over protectionism.
Each rag top exported is subsidised to
the tune of some $3000 by Australian
taxpayers through duty exemptions

{part of the Export Facilitations
Scheme). ’




NATIONAL RALLY REPORT - COWRA 1990

About 35 Humbers representing Humber Clubs in N.S.W., Victoria, Queensland and South Australia
converged on Cowra for the 1990 Easter National Rally. Nearly 100 "Happy Humberers" uere
accommodated in all, and quite an impression was made on the tounship during the three days that
were spent as guests of the Cowra Shire.

From Victoria went 10 cars carrying 27 members of the "Humber Fraternity". For most, the journey
was ureventful, managing in true Humber style to survive wind and rain, police patrols (yes, even
Mike arrived without a "bluey" - he says Vic was speeding!!) and the pitfalls of N.S.W, roads!

No problems, either, in locating Bill & Joan, Kevin Megee or the Wild family on Registration Day
- Just look for their respective Humbers! But were they in, under, on or over their cars as they
searched out that last elusive grain of dirt with cleaning brush and polishing cleth in hand? It
was difficult at times to locate the correct owner of each arm, leg and cleaning cloth once the
Wild crew swing into action, however all made it safely to the Friday evening B.B.Q.

Saturday morning saw us up early for a final polish and it was of f to the Street Parade. Led by
the local constabylary who wished all the cars on their patrol were as trusty as these "shining
oldies™ - 34 Humbers, an elegant (but not so trustyl!) Humber motorbike and a hard working Humber
pushbike wound their way past the local shopping throngs and onto the riverside parking area.

It seems howsver, that one important person wasn't impressed - the heavens opened in buckets as
we neared the planred parking positiont! Potential disaster was averted when the remainder of
the day's activities were hastily transferred to an undercover showground pavilion., Only
casualties being the well polished (and by now well washed) Conceours entrants.

With the serious concours judging completed, Sunday became a fun day. Imaginative! Creative!
Decorative! They were the key words for the Humber Easter honnets that many cars displayed on
arriving at the Safeway car park that morning. Squashed bunnies, furry bunnies, balloon bunnies;
even an Easter Bunny's egg nest {with genuine Snipe just hatching). What a sight met passersby
as they wandered on their way.

Imaginetion! Athletic Ability! Grey Metter! These were further listed that day as each car
endeavoured to gather the maxlmum number of points during the Observation Run. All managed to
arrive at the appointed plcnic spot although how one car needed to travel almost twica the
required distance still remains a mystery.

Sunday evening's Rally Presentation Dinmer in the RSL Clubrooms brought the formal proceedings to
a close. Prizes presented during the dinner wera:-

CONCOURS AWARDS:

Veteran Class

Mark Class

Audax (Light Car) Class
Seriss Class

Len Sheehan (NSW)/1§14 Humber

Tom Kayser (QLD)/MK VI Hauk

Keith Willimott (Vic)/MK I Sceptre

8111 Holmes (Vic-presenting Geoff Webb's car)/
Series II Snipe Estate

Qutright Concours Winner s Bill Holmes & Geoff Webb/Series II Snipe Estate

Second place outright was Kevin Megee (Vic), Series V Super Snipe with a loss of 11 points
overall - just 1 point behind the winner!
NOVELTY AWAROS:

People's Cholce
Best Novelty Humber

Brian Grogan (NSW)/MK II Snipe
Allan Hegarty (NSW)/Mercedes



Greatest Distance Travelled
Cbservation Run

taster Bomnet

Hard f_uck Award

Chas & Margaret Grimes (SA)

Ian & Anre Wild (vic)

Tom McAlpine (Vie)/MK IV & The Snipe's Nest
Brian Grogan & family {NSW)/"Jenny" ard the mc II

Congratulations to all rally award winrmers and to the organizing committee. Much that was good
came from the rally and it is hoped that it will serve to both further and gtrengthen 1nter-club
relationships.

RALLY PARTICIPANTS FROM VICTORIA:

Bob & Nancy Kenredy

Tom & Lyn McAlpine & family
Kevin Megee & Shirley

Bill & Joan Holmes

Barry Bosnich & Billie-Jo
Peter Oavenport

Vic Wilson

Frank Stockwin

Lloyd Hughes

Anne & Ian Wild, Karl,
Melanie & Heather

Mike & Christine Fitchett
8ob Bruce & Joyce

Keith & Margaret willimott

Series V Snipe Estate
Mk IV Snipe

Series V Snipe

Series II Snipe Estate
Mc IV Snipe

Series IV Snipe
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Series IV Snipe

Series IV Snipe
Series V Snipe
M I Sceptre
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NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to the following people who have joined the club this year.

Jobn & Eilsen MacGregor, Alphington, two Serles 3's and one Series 4 S/S.
- Mike & Christire Glare, Sebastapol, Series 1 and 3 Hauks.

~ Jeffrey Rootes, Elliminyt, Series 4 S/S.

- Teena Harper, Frankston (at the time of jolning the club she was wishing to purchase a Humber).
- Bruce & Lyn Alexander, Linton, Series 4 S/S.

- Glen Hall, Seaspray, Mk 2 5/5.

- Trevor & Hatle Ashton, Abbotsford (who are looking for a daily use 5/5).
- S5imon Lipman, Brighton, Series 4 S/S.

~ Greg Louls, Kew, Series S 5/S.

- Tom & Betty 0O'Keefe, Glen Waverlay, Series S S5/S.

- David Warburton, Noble Park (who is interested in buying a Humber).

- Kevin Guzelan, Lovely Banks, Mk 2 or 3 Pullman and S/S.

- Malcom Morgan, Brunswick, Series 3 5/5.

Further update rext issue.

Graems Finn,
(Membership Secretary).
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ANSUER TD LAST MONTH'S PUZZLE

Peugeot-Talbot now occupy the Coventry Factory once used by Rootes to marmufacture their Humber
range. Not so strange then that Peugeot should be sponsor of a British Rootes soccer team.
Uould be nice to see the three spires of Coventry Cathedral (the Rootes emblem) replace the
Peugeot insignla all the same.

This month's "Rootes History™ question:-

Who was the founder of the Victorian Humber Club and when was it formed? (Answer next week).
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QOur First 3000 Miles in a Snipe.

It was about two years ago that the urge to own and drive a top british automobile came over ms like & mah...Annes’ decrption of my
sllergy (or Humbem. | guess il reslly started with Dad who swore by Rootes Group cars from the day he bought hia fimt Hillman. (He
owned & number of them: his {ast one being & Setias [V Super Snipe Extata car and he curses the day he sold it).

My firat cars ware sll Rootes Group cam but when Chrysier brought them out | spat the dummy snd went french. Now |'ve realised the
error of my waya and have returned to the marque that | never should have deserted

Our {imt recent Rooles sequisition was a Humber Vogue that | drive 30 miles every day w0 and from work. She's s littie beauty that
Opneeds 5 new exhaust, a respray and the orginal engine put back into her, She’'s s relishle as anything, starts when [ turn her on,
cheap on booze and bits, ete, ete, | love her, 3econd to Anne and the family of course.

However, | had my eyes set on a Snipe IV or V, prelerably the [ormaer and after a lot of dollar justification we, the family became the
proud owner of & Series IV Super Snipe in prime condition. [ncidentally, the old saying “you get what you pay for” m true for Humber.

If you want a good one that will give trouble free motoring as good or better than & new car, then be prepared to pay. Otherwise be
prepared o work,

! actuslly ook pomemion at the start of November 1989 (just alter the Victorian Humber Club Concours) and inmediately pawed af!

over it. Anne and 1 must have cleaned it & million times that week just to make sure sll our [riends OOOHed and AAARed every time
they saw il

Now [or the start of our 3000 miles.- our summer h.olidny 1929-90.

In briel it was:- Phillip lland and back a couple of times; ML Gambier (SA), sbout snd beck; and, then to the Tumut. the Snowy
Mountains, Lake Eucumbene. Cooma, Canbarre and retum via Cann River. Lakes Entrance. ste. etc.. This last {ot was with 6 sduits, &
taot (ull of food and lowing a sailing boat that was [ull to the gunnels with camping equipment.

Well. the Snipe performed like & dream and | was & very proud driver. However the trips were not without some concernas.

The [irst occurred on the way beck (rom Mt. Gambier. Tha ignition light just came on when sccelerating {from sbout 50 MPH to 60+
MPH.

*Betiar pull over and check the out” [ said.

On decelerstion and st sbout I1SMPH, the light went out;

“0Oh Boy thiz will be intaresting”.

On checking |1 found nothing wrong. So onward we want, About 60 miles further on it happened aguin and aguin a few hundred mila
Iater. ['ve checked and chacked and stil! found nothing out of the ordinary. The only thing 1 can guem i that it was a slipping fan
beit. If anyone has any clum7777T777 piease call. Whatever, it hasn't happened since and wa never really diagnosed it

The next problem could have been really disastrous. On the day sfter the Albury bush fire (3.1.90) end in temperstures greater than
40C and going up a long {spprox. &+ mile)} ..N@S$+*_ stesp hill [rom Tumut to Kiandre the fuel vaporized And guess what happens to
a hot engine when it stops in hot westher. You've got it in one.. It gets hotter, No Problems you say, just pull over and wait until
things cool down. But on thet road, where we stcyped. [ am sure thet the Humber was wider than the road!!!

Well, with tesllic building up, we hed to gat the car going and that just got the car hotter and hotter. Eventually the rsdiator blew
water 30 we were forced to stop,

OH Bother!

Finally, the ever [sithful country truckie came to our rescue with 4 gel. of cool clear water for our dear car.

He even gave us the
plastic container,

So we wrapped the fuel line in wat rmegs got the car started. added water 10 the radiator and at last drove 1o & spot whare wa could puil
of [ the roed. rest and give the girl & tlme 10 cool her beautiful head gesr.

After & while we drove on only 10 duecover thet the car ms [ired and lacked power. [ thought that perhaps serious damage had been
done. But aflter a while things dried out... it only proved to be nothing more than wat ignition leads and ¢ wet rag dripping onto the ooil;
which incidentally i locatad just under the fusl line [rom the petrol pump to the carby.

I must slso comment that the fuel line s in a dill of a position for hot climates; right next to the engine, under the inlet manifold: it
just has to get hot there. Also, another point worth noting @ make sure you've ot the right mdiator cap on. 1t was spprovimately 2
months later that 1 found out that the car hed a 7 |ts cap instesd of the 13 Ibe cap.

We finally got up the hill and to Lake Eucumbane where we were to set up camp for our mountein lake sailing holidey. Within 15
minutes. the youngest of us. Heathar, tripped a besut and mplit her knee from A 10 Z Anne said it was & nest trick by me to get out of
putting up the tent because | unlcaded everything. dropped the truiler snd broke sll records into Cooma. the newrest hospital, sbout 30

miles awey. 6 stitches [atter, a very sad but brave Heather and a frazzied Ded retumed to Lake Eucumbene to discover thet Anne, Karl
and Melanie hed set up & very neat camp for uas ail,

1 simaply sal down and pulled the top off a couple of stubbies and 3aid hers's chears. Anne joined me and the camping went wall after
that... for & while,



On the trp up o Canberra we found that putting ones (oot hard dowm on Lhe brakes does omething 10 ones adrensline. Snpe breaks
work.. very weil. [n (act when you conswer il: swopping & 15+ cwt mam moving at S0 MPH needs good brakes. A sem trailer jack

knifed | car in (ront of us. The car. s voivo stopped resl qusck and pulled o the leflt. We swopped quscker snd steered W0 the mght. the
sem prevenied on-coming trallic. Phew Phew and Phew again.

The next little sdventure happened on our wey home snd coming into Cann River: [rom Cooma. SOUEAK. SQUEAK. SQUEAK. All
at road speed [requency, [aint but persstent

“"What now”!! said everybody on bosrd in unson,

Aguin, out of the car, under the bonnet, under the car. check, check check. Nothing to be [ound.

“It’s only [aint, lets drive on”. | say.

Next stop.- Lakes Entrance and by then a very loud Squeek Squesk etc. etc. And the nose » delinitely coming [rom the resr of the
transmeson aree.

“The universals”, | say very authontatively!

Check aguin, [ wes wrong. So check ail over :gum. I'm really starting to get o know ths car.

I'm also starting 1o think the transmsswon;

Anne had a bright ideal "Call the RACV”, They were located just over the rosd (rom where we stopped. She sad. “at lesst its another
opinon®,

Ok and | go get him. He'd been looking st the car and welcomed my request for help. In lect it was over hall san hour befcre he
stopped drooling all over the car (rom top 10 bottom and (inelly ssked. “what was the problem?”

-

Off we went for o drive. The RACV bloke sad. "OO0O0HHH! what s noms. Humbers should NOT do that. Back into hs work shop and
onto the host [or a thorough checking. He liked clean can.

“The universals are OK”, he saya.
[ prompt. “the transmismsion”7.
“No way.” he said. “These sutos never make that sort of nose”!

Well he fiddles on. plays snth this and that and linally just says.- "It sn’t serous so you'll just best d.nv, on really slowly back to
Melboume, and take it sasy. No charge. because | can’t disgnose the problem and besides the car s clesn 0 work on.”

A bit hesitantly | sgree. start the car and drive out of the RACV garsge and__ No Nose st all. Where did it go?7 We. The RACV biocke
and | searched high and low for it. but no nome. The only thing we could gues was the speedo cable had gone dry and [iddling had

temporarily (red the prablem. Subsequent inspection proved this and slso that the outer casing was damaged, 5o a simple replacement
unit sorted the ssue out once and for ail.

Weil we (inally got home alter 3000 miles and three snd a hall weeks of good clean motoring (un. Owversil. [ still say the car
preformed like a dream, especially when you consider she(carlis 26 yesrs old. We aversged 23 MPG [or the holiday (with all that losd)
and since November 1989 it has returmned an aversge of 193 MPG. It's lovely 10 drive, besut to work on and just marvellous o look at
1 recommend Snipes (or any discerning car cwner. they are Wop value [or money and a true plessure 1o own.

Incidentally the camping. sailing. home riding, etc. etc. at Lake Eucumbene were great

l[an. Anne, Karl, Melanie and Heather Wild.

-

The 1989 ROOTES GT day.

Ron Stafford and Debra Manolitsas leani

| on their 1954 and 1953 Minxs’ respect!

(respectfully having dual meaning, of cot




Daydreams from
19pun UMop

There’s more to the Australian motoring scene than meets

S Holden is the only internationally known

Australian car, one is apt to think that it has

a monopoly on the market. This is far from

the truth. Holden holds only 22 per cent of
the total vehicle market which, through a
government quota system, is shared so that the
local manufacturers get four fifths of the action,
imports the rest.

At least 60 gttempts have been made to launch
uniquely Australian cars, ranging from the world's
first four-wheel drive cross-country tourer, the
Caldwell Vale {1913), to the Marks-Moir. The
latter had no chassis but used laminated plywood
1o form a unitary structure body of great strength,
as far back as 1931.

Though firms such as the Australian'Six (1919-

930) and Lincoln Pioneer Six (1920-26) built cars
by the hundred, no one produced profitable
home-grown cars before the Second World War.
Economies of scale and the relatively low cost of
imported components turned such ventures into
fiascos. b i

From 1919 onwards, the Government insisted
that two out of every three imported cars should
be fitted with locally made bodies. This provided
the nucleus of a motor industry which expanded
enormously and made it possible for GMH to
launch the Holden in 1948.

The Holden was an enormous success and,
within seven years,'had gained 50 per cent of a
rapidly expanding market. Inevitably, its success
encouraged others 1o daydream. If GMH could do
it on a big scale, why couldn’t we do it on a small
scale, ran the argument.

As one of the few full-time motoring journalists
in Australia during the Fifties and Sixties, | was
fortunate enough to witness the birth and — all
too often — the demise of several dozen uniquely
Australian vehicles.

Eight remain firmly in mind, partly because |
was privy 1o the vehicle's secrets before they

. were launched, but mainly because | knew the
people involved personally and am still in touch
with the survivors.

| grew used to seeing the entrepreneurs’
immense confidence that they had a winner
gradually dissolve — as they came into contact
with the harsh realities of commercial life. Twice |
saw ebuilient confidence drain from robust men
in a matter of days as they saw their brainchilds
swamped by the fast-flowing eddy we call the
free market. As each vehicle went under, | felt a
strong personal loss. It was like walching a
promising youngster attempt to swim down
Niagara Falls. Only the spectators knew that the
attempt was Mission Impossible.

Ascort

As | write, it is a few weeks since Anna Craney
called with the sad news that Mirek, her
husband, had died following a serious illness.
Mirek was one of the first men | met after

. emigrating to Australia in 1956. | was then writing
for several motoring magazines and eager for
new experiences. .

Hawving read something | had wiitten, Mirek

X called 2 magazine editor and learned my home
phone number. He rang 1o say that he had just
completed the prototype of a luxury sports coupé
which he planned 1o produce in Sydney. Would |
care 1o come and drive it?

the eye, as Pedr Davis explains

Above, very well conceived, the
Ascort, built in Sydney, offered a
smart GT glassfibre bodyshell on a
VW chassis. The finished car was
lighter than the standard VW Beetle
and accelerated more briskly. Hi?h
manufacturing costs killed it off in
1958. Right, the Bolwell brothers
launched the Nagariin 1970, and it
was probably the most successful
Australian specialist car ever built. it
had a Lotus-type chassis clearly
inspired by that of the famous
Seven

| arrived with my wife, who promptly
befriended Anna, while Mirek and | went to a
small rented factory. He uncovered a beautifully |
built two door coupé bearing the name Ascort.
The finish inside and outside was superlative.
Mirek was a craftsman and expected to be able
to sell the car for over twice the retail price of a
standard VW. E -~

| was not surprised to learn that the new car
was based on Volkswagen components. VW
Beetles were the wonder cars of the Fifties. They
had been so successful in round-Australia trials
that the public lost interest in such ventures. To
most, it was hardly worthwhile following a trial if
Beetles were certain 1o fill the first few places.

Volkswagens were the first really popular four-
cylinder cars on the Australian market since the
Model T and the Chevrolet National. Their
toughness on unmade roads was legendary and a
nationwide dealer organisation was doing record
business.

The Beetle had more than a reputation to offer
to would-be builders of "specials’, Its separate
chassis platform was an ideal base for a
glassfibre body and a number of such projects
were launched.

Mirek Craney was one of the few Australians
who developed expertise in glassfibre during the
early years. By the time he came to produce the
Ascort, he was an acknowledged expert. Craney
conceived the design in 1956. He envisaged a

0
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high quality, grand touring coupé which started
where the Karmann-Ghia (VW's own luxury
model) left off.

The roomy, double-skinned body sat on a
modified Beetle chassis. The 1.2-litre, flat-four

.engine had been hotted up by means of an

Okrasa kit, 10 produce 33 per cent more power
than standard. Despite the additional equipment
and roomier body, the Ascort weighed less than &
standard Beetle. Extensive silencing material
helped 1o cut down the noise level,

The coupé boasted luxurious trim and an
instrument panel comprehensive enough to
gladden the heart of an enthusiast. The luggage
boot was almost big enough to sleep in. The
interior appointments included several novel
features, including one later copied by Mercedes
— afirst aid kit hidden in the armirest.

Mirek tossed me the keys and we took off. |
found the lightweight car pulled strongly in top
gear and reached an indicated speed of 90mph,
evidence that good aerodynamics can be
achieved by eye alone.

Mirek built and sold 19 Ascorts but | doubt tha!
he made money from any one of them. Within
two years he was forced 10 close the project
down and concentrate on industnal glasshbre
productions. At the time of his death in late 1982
he was importing and manufacturing glassfibre
spraying equipment

Strangely perhaps, he never owned an Ascort

thoroughbred & classic cars august 1984

75



161 ws small production line closed. But when
~.<na came to see us after Mirek's death, she told
| 4 that her children had just bought a 25-year-old
.' scortin m:.rnorv of their father.

Bolwell
Graeme and Campbell Bolwell were brothers
~ho launched the most successful enterprise of
its kind Australia has seen. Had not the combined
anslaught of safety regulations and strict
«-:mission controls hit the hip-pocket nerve,
Bolwell could now be exporting cars worldwide.
Graeme had spent six months in the design
snd development team in Lotus, working under
'he late Colin Chapman. No one could serve a
hetter apprenticeship. Among many other things,
he learned to walk before he tried to run and,
when he returned to Australia to join Campbell,
the brothers decided to start with kits rather than
make complete motor cars.
The brothers put up their shingle in 1963 in a
small factory in the Melbourne suburb of Seaford.
Within four years they had earned a national
reputation as kit-car builders and were ready to
launch the highly successful Holden based Mk 7.
This was sold as a complete kit, including all 1
mechanical parts including Bolwell-designed
suspension. The well-conceived and beautifully
finished car made their name. Its success
encouraged the brothers to launch a complete,
ready-for-the-road car, the stylish and well-
equipped Nagari, announced in 1970.
As a busy motoring journalist, | used to
appreciate the occasional letter from Campbell
Bolwell, who headed the commercial end of the
business, while Graeme looked after design and
development. Campbell kept me in touch with
progress but as the orders increased the letters
became fewer. By that time the liaison and L
personal interest in the progress of the enterprise
was well-established.
A sensational design in many ways, the Nagari
borrowed heavily from the Falcon GT, an
Australian-produced Ford of prodigious
performance, especially when equipped with the
larger of the optional V8s. The Nagari retained the
Lotus-type backbone chassis developed for the
Mk7 and which featured Bolwell-designed
independent suspension on all wheels. :
The Nagari cost around $5500 when first
released and was within touch of the prices of
other locally produced performance machinery.
Unfortunately, Australia's unique safety rules and’
emission laws (to say nothing of inflation) pushed
the retail price relentlessly upwards. By 1974, the
retail price had teached $12,000 and the writing
was on the wall.
Demand tumbled in direct proportion to the
| price rises. Production fell from one vehicle a
week to one a month. The end was inevitable. In
fairness to the brothers, it should be added that—~+~ 1
the Nagari had been planned with the US market
in mind. At the time, the West Coast was a
gigantic sponge soaking up imports with an
apparently insatiable thirst. Unfortunately, the

| Nagari took some years to develop for volume
production and by then the scene had changed.
The State of California had introduced stringent
emission and safety laws which were so costly to
implement, that exporting the Nagari became an
exercise in fantasy.

Down Under

In 1974, Campbéll' and Graeme quietly

withdrew from™ar manufacture and turned their
unquestioned talents to more profitable avenues.

Buchanan Cobra

Nat Buchanan was well known in the motor trade
in 1952 when he set up a small shop to build
glassfibre bodies to special order. His clients
were mainly MG, Austin-Healey and Holden
owners who wanted lightweight bodyshells for
racing purposes. Nat was happy to build them
anything they asked for. His business grew
steadily and, after arriving in Sydney, | kept tabs
on his progress by periodically, calling into his
workshop angd photographmg the latest ‘special’
under construction.

He had a surprise ready for one such visit.
Taking me to a corner of the workshop, he
whisked away a dust-sheet and proudly unveiled
an open two-seater | had not previously seen.

"Thisis a prototype of a new car | have
designed around Standard Ten parts,”” he said.

| have shown it to executives from AMI
(Australian Motor Industries assembled
Standard/Triumph vehicles at the time).

“They have agreed to sell me new
components and distribute the car through their
national dealer network."

Nat was elated. He had beep a battler all his life
— a battler being an Australianism for someone
who works hard but has little money to show for
it. The Cobra, &s he called the newcomer,
represented his big chance.

The well-finished body was unusual for its day,
being a self-supporting monoconstruction design.
It sat on a box-section chassis carrying mainly
Standard Ten components.

Readers with long memories may recall the
Ten as a robust and lively small sedan, with a

‘tough suspension system and a free-rewving =

950cc engine which could be extensively
modified without breaking.

In the light-weight Cobra, the engine put sting
into the performance — a top speed of 80mph
and exceptional fuel economy.

In some ways, Nat had anticipated the smaller-
engined MGs and Austin-Healey Sprites which
were to follow. But in the Fifties, when money
was tight, the main aim was to launch a low-cost

-two-seater seling for less than the MGTF and the

newly arrived MGA.

As much by accident as design, the Cobra
offered a major advantage for the Australian
scene — a large ground clearance which allowed
it to be taken over gravel roads, of which there
was — and is — no shortage. The Cobra also had
wind-up windows and comfortable seating —
unusual features for low-cost cars at the time.

Nat had built and sold half a dozen Cobras
when something wem wrong. The distribution
plans were abruptly cancelled and the Cobra was

-

Abou, another J'ocal
car to employ
glassfibre technology
was the Buchanan
Cobra, first released in
1958. The box section
chassis had a Standard
Ten 948cc engine and
earbox. it looked
'aster than it was. Top
right, this tiny two-
seater was the
brainchild of Bl'ﬂ' Bm:kie
and was based
imported Goggomobtl 2
components. Right,
Sydney businessman
Bill Buckle launched his
first car in 1955 but this
more stylish model
powered by a Ford
Zephyr engine, went
into production in 1956.
Only 20 were sold and
each one lost money

L withdrawn from production. He was, of course,

immensely disappointed, but never told me what

. had cauged the crunch. | rather think that he had
- badly unde;prlced his handywork and, when a

large :ncrease,tap,pnce became necessary, the
Cobra was uncompetitive.

The MGA had just gone into local production
and, in all probability, Nat Buchanan discovered
he could not compete on price.

Buckle Coupé

When | met Bill Buckle in the mid-Fifties he was
struggling to make a living building a glassfibre
coupé with sporting pretensions. Today heis a
highly successful Toyota dealer, with a flourishing
marine division and a boat-importing company.

The son of a successful car dealer, Buckle
went into business on his own in 1955, building a
glassfibre coupé based on Ford Zephyr
components. Why he chose them in preference
to the more readily available Holden parts, | am
not sure, but this design proved very competitive
on such demanding tracks as the Mount
Panorama circuit at Bathurst, NSW. Often Bill
himself was at the wheel.

It was less successful as a commercial
enterprise, losing large lumps of money but,
fortunately, young Buckle was able to recoup the
losses (no pun intended) by manufacturing a local
version of the German Goggomobil mini car,

His coupé was, however, the labour of love.
Bill's dream was to produce a quality sporting car.
He built a prototype with features such as a fold-
down rear seat to enlarge the boot space,
adjustable steering column and push-button
electric door locks. It made its debut at the
Sydney Motor Show in late 1955. The reaction to
the rather curious styling persuaded Buckle to

76
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modify the moulds to yield a more conventional
shape. A refined version of the original concept
went into production in 1956.

A strong box-steel chassis frame had
transverse leaf springing at the front and semi-
elliptics at the rear. The 2.6-litre six-cylinder
engine, gearbox, back axle and brakes were
standard Ford Zephyr parts. Thanks to the
glassfibre bodyshell, the four-seater coupé
weighed a modest 17cwt, and the high power to
weight ratio permitted a genuine 100mph.

Selling the coupé against exotica from Britain
and Europe proved an uphill battle. Bill built 20
coupés in all and by 1959, when he pulled the
plug from the venture, he had a swinging
business building diminutive Goggomobils.

Goggomobil

Bill Buckle secured the Australian rights to the
Goggomobil (made by Hans Glas of Dingolfin,
Bavaria) to keep his glassfibre factory busy.
Diminutive though it was, the German version
had an all-steel body. Bill Buckle used a steel
body to make his glassfibre moulds. Production
of the Australian version started in 1958 and soon
three bodystyles were offered — sedan, coupé
and a handsome open two-seater.

The latter was Buckle's own design and, like
the sedan and coupé, used imported Goggomobil
components. |t proved so successful that today it
is an Australian collector item,

My introduction to the car happened early one
Saturday morning. | was immersed in a convivial

party when my host, a mutual acquaintance, said:.

"“Bill Buckle has just arrived. He wonders if you

could step out of the door for a moment.”
Outside was the smallest fosr-wheeler | had

ever seen, a verilable eggshell on wheels. It was

so low, you simply stepped over the side.

There were no doors. The 300c twin-cylinder
engine was in the rear, the luggage compartmem
in the nose.

The father of the baby sports car was in the
passenger seat, his knees carefully folded under
the dash to give the impression there was plenty
of room. He tossed me the keys, adding: "Take it
foraspin.”

Mindful of the Tacts that | biad had a few drinks
and acutely aware that this was a costly -
prototype, | drove the tiny two-seater gingerly
around a few:. blocks

"'Good God; man," said an exasperated Buckle,

“this isn't a toy. Move over.’
He jumped behind the wheel, flattened the

.accelerator and kept the gearlever in a constant

blur as he flicked up and down the constant-mesh
gearbox, keeping the tacho needle at 5000rpm.
Bill hammered the car through the nightin an
awesome display of enterprise, audacity and skill.
He was right. The Dart, as he later christened

the sportster, was no toy. Itweighedamere: . -

6’4Mt and, with 17hp in its tail, was capalegfa

genuine 65mph. Bill was soon providing owners .

with tuning information which boosted the
maximum speed to 80mph. It was a sensation
which would have done extremely well in a larger
market than Australia had to bffer.

As it was, Buckle sold 5000 Goggomobil — ~.
saloons, coupés and Darts before the Issigonis-
designed Mini arrived in 1961. Dangerously close
to the Goggo saloon in price, the Mini offered a
greater level of sophistication as well as more
room, a natipnal dealer network and a reputation
which preceded itsarrival in Australia.

The Goggo project was wound down, but at
least it had been profitable, which was more than
could be said of just about every other Australian

buwilt car prior to the Holden. 2

Hartnett

Larry Hartnett is one of Australia’s most

-remarkable auto men. He came from Vauxhall to

Australia in 1932 as managing director of the
newly formed General Motors Holden combine.
Prior to 1931, Holden had been an independent
company with the largest body-building factory in
the Southern Hemisphere. General Motors
Australia imported and assembled a range of GM
products from other parts of the world. Both
companies were doing well until the 1929-31
depression struck with unprecedented fury. They
merged in @ marriage of survival, but the red ink
continued to flow at an alarming rate.

Larry Hartnett (now Sir Laurence Hartnett,
CBE) was sent to take over the reins and make
the combine pay — or close it down. He chose
the latter course and, two years later, proudly
announced a sizeable profit.

By 1936 Hartnett was working on a plan to
build an all-Australian car. The Second World War
intervened but in 1944 he revived the project

CONTRIBUTED BY IAN FOREMAN

because it was obvious that the huge war
contracts which kept the giant GMH factories
busy would soon cease,

Hartnett took a team to New York and sold the
concept to GM's Overseas Corporation. Within
two years three prototype Holdens had been built
by a joint US-Austalian team.

Though Hartnett had permission to proceed, he
disagreed strongly with the US instructions that
all funds were to be raised in Australia as loan
capital. Hartnett wanted Australian participation
in the form of share capital. As work on the
project proceeded, the philosophical gap
between him and his US masters grew so wide
that something had to give.

In December 1946, a top US executive named
Harold Bettle arrived at GMH's Melbourne
headquarters with two letters. One appointed
him as GMH's new managing director. The other
advised Larry Hartnett that he was being
transferred to New York.

Hartnett went to New York and promptly
resigned. Almost immediately, he started to plan
a counter-attack by going into opposition with a
smaller, less expensive Australian-made car.

After touring the world looking for a suitable
vehicle (considering among other things, the
Volkwagen), he settled on a brilliant front-wheel

_drive car devised by French engineer Jean

Gregoire. Gregoire had designed the car for
production in Britain as the Kendall, but the
project had foundered. Hartnett was able to
purchase the prototype and manufacturing rights
for £10,000.

In addition to front-drive, the innovative design
featured four-wheel independent suspension,
rack and pinion steering and extensive use of
light-alloy components. The 600¢c twin~cylinder
engine had more advahced exhaust emission
equipment.

Hartnett brought the prototype to Australia and
secured permission to produce it under the
Federal Govegnment's approved car
manufacturing plan.

The enterprise got off marvellously Victoria
(Hartnett's home State) offered a rent-free
factory for two years, plus a sizeable loan. Plans
were made to import mechanical components
from Britain at the rate of 10,000 cars per year
and to have the body panels locally pressed.
When put on display, the prototype attracted
2000 firm orders before a dealer network had
even been organised.

From then on, it was all downhill. Hartnett is
convinced that 'big business’ set out to destroy
him..Certainly, some mysterious things
happened. For example, Hartnett could not find a
bodybuilding company prepared to make his
body. When he had headed GMH, the company’s
bodybuilding division had taken orders from all-
comers, including Austin, Chrysler, Dodge and
Willys. But Hartnett ran into a blank wall when he
asked GMH to produce bodies for his car.

- Next came the shock announcement that the
Victorian Governrhent had withdrawn its offer.
No free factory, no loans. Hartnett says that he
was never given any reason. To raise money,
Hartnett floated a public company, leased a
factory and arranged for Cqmmonwealth
Engineering — a firm without previous
bodybnuilding experience — to produce the body
panels
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Down Under .

Within months the factory floor was jammed
with completed chassis — but there was no sign
of the panels. After further waiting and frantic
manoeuvring, Hartnett took Commonwealth
Engineering to courl. The legal battle lasted for
four and a half years and although Hartnett
eventually won, with costs, the prolect was dead
and beyond revival.

Hartnetl's next move was 1o import and locally
assemble the German made Lloyd Alexander, a
small front-drive car with an east-west engine of
600cc capacity. | was fortunate enough to drive
the first Lioyd-Hartnett off the Brisbane assembly |
lines and a few weeks later Hartnett asked me to
establish a fuel economy record by dnwng from
Sydney 1o Melbourne.

This was easily done (at normal road speeds)
with an average of 60.8mpg. Hartnett sold 3000
Lloyd-Hartnetts and was just geiting into hi§
stride when Carl Borgward, owner of the German
Lloyd factory, closed it down and the supply ot
components 10 Australia dried up.

Ironically, Hartnett's next move — to import
Datsun cars from Japan — hurt GMH more
effectively than any locally produced rival he ¥
could have devised. Datsun led a wave of
Japanese cars which gradually whittled down
GMH's market share from 50 percentin 1958 to
22 percentin 1982.
llinga
Many enthusiasts have dreamed of producing an.
Australian Ferrari but such dreams are fragile in
the extreme. The annual sales of Ferrari and its
rivals on the Australian market can be counted on
both hands.

But one firm made a determined and well-
conceived attempt 1o produce a car in this class.

The Melbourne-based llinga Pty Ltd was
headed by Darryl Davies and backed by a wealthy
car dealer, Len Bainbridge. Work on the project
commenced in the early Seventies and, in
February 1975, Davies announced that the llinga
AF2 would go into production at the rate of 100
units a year. The projected retail price was
$16,000. The plan, he said, envisaged a total
production of 300 AF2s, after which it would be
replaced by a totally new model.

The car was brilliantly designed and powered
by a locally built Leyland P76 engine, itself based
on the former BOP power plant built under
licence as the Rover 3500.

The body consisted of a safety cell slructufe
panelled in aluminium and claimed to have
immense crash protection qualities, as well as
lightness and exceptional stiffness. The safety
cell sat on a box-section chassis with a separate
floor pan. The design was such that a collision
would push the engine under the passenger
compariment.

| never got to drive the prototype which was
claimed 10 have a top speed of 120mph, but
some colleagues did and made complimentary
noises about its road manners, Most observers,
including myself, thought the design arid
standard gf finish exceptional but we wondered
in print whether the projected price of $16,000
was realistic in view of the limited production and
generous array of appointments,

As things turned out, our reservations were
academic. After speriding $200,000 on the
construction and testing of two prototypes, llinga
Pty Ltd closed down. No official reasons were

PR 2

Above, the ill-fated llinga project of 1975 had Rover-
based Leyland P76 power. Right, the Lightbdrn Zeta
of 1963: disastrous sryffng killed it. Below, Larry . .
Hartnett’s Gregoire might well have been a success
had there not been rshrff supplr problems

offered, but three years ago | had lunch with Leh
Bainbridge who still had one prototypé. He said
that the car's demise was caused by the abrupt
withdrawal by the firm who had agreed to supply
the autorredtic transmission.

No other unit capable of taking the grunt from
the 3.5-litre engine was readily available and
there was no money left to redesign and test the

car BIOUT'IB an |mp0ned automal:c transmission.

'nghtburn Zeta

Dunng the early Sixties | wrote an article ior an
Australian motoring magazine deploting the trend
from basic transport to more lucrative ‘up-market’
cars.’l pointed out that there were no low-cost
four wheelers available in Australia— locally
produced or imported and that 75 per cent of
locally produced cars had six-cylinder engines.

Within weeks, aletter came from a well-khown
industrialist, Harold Lightburn, iryiting me to his
plant in Adelaide to see a new vehicle he planned
to produce: At that time, Lightburn was the
biggest namé in mechanised concrete mixers
and handyman power tools. He also produced a
range of components, including Gar jacks.

An affable and energetic man, Lightburn had
little knowledge of the auto business but a great
deal of determination 1o grab a share of the highly
lucrative growth industry. He told me that he had
just gained the right to assemble and distribute
Alfa Romeo cars and planned 1o build them
alongside a completely new 'people’s car’
designed in his factory and called Zeta.

With his chief engineer in tow, Lightburn took
me to a special security area where a Zeta
awaited us. The curious looking design had a
boxy glassfibre body and disproportionately large
doors. The ingenious structure was the first | had
'seen which combined virtues of sedan, waggon

“and panel vah. The doors opened at right angles

1o the body, allowing easy access 1o the rear
seat. The roof was stiff enough 1o use as a roof
rack. There was even provision for owners to
unclip the front seats and secure them to the roof
for watching sporting events!

Other jrend-setting ideas included quickly
removable fear seats which could be folded and
stowed over the wheel arches, leaving a large flatw
cargo floor. The seats also folded down, estate
car style, and, if | recall correctly, the front and
rear seats formed a double bed for camping.

All of this was advanced thinking in 1963, but

the mechanics of the car were dreadful.

| knew this even before we had driven out of
the factory gate. A Villiers twin-cylinder 324cc
two-stroke engine drove the front wheels via a
three-speed gearbox. The 4bhp engine seemed
flat out driving the gearbox, let alone the car. To
make matters worse there was a curious
monkey-up-the stick gearshift, which | never
mastered. When | consistently failed to change
gear cleanly, Lightburn instructed his chief
engineer to ‘show me theknack’. He had as

.much trouble as | did, so the strange

demonstration continued and | left the factory
bemused how a large and successful company
could produce such a vehitle.

Production of the Zeta commenced in 1963,
presumably with an improved gearshift. Potential
buyers enjoyed the unique opportunity of seeing
Alfa Romeos, Zeta and a range of concrete
mixers displayed on the same showroom floors!

The PR bulletins said that the company would
manufacture 50 Zetas a week and assemble 40
Alfas. Neither target was reached and only 363
Zetas had been produced when the axe was
wielded three years later.

Ironically, Lightburn produced a potential
winner before he withdrew from the auto
business. The design was inspired by a similar
vehicle developed during the early fifties in
England by Gordon Bedson and called Mackson
The British design began as a racing car but a
road version was displayed at the 1957 Geneva
Motor Show. It is more than likely that Harold
Lightburn saw the Mackson and acquired the
production rights. .

. As things turned out, the Zeta Sports was as -
handsome as its stablemate was ugly. Powered
by a rear mounted FMR 500cc engine, ithad a _
claimed top speed of 75mph and could buzz from
rest 1o 50mph in 12.0 seconds.

Michelotti had made an excellent job of the
styling and the little machine had four-wheel
independent suspension, a four-speed constant-
mesh gearbox and a dry weight of only Bewt,

| do not know how many were sold, but it may.
not have been more than the initial production run
of 48. | managed 1o get a chance to drive one and
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

Even more, | have enjoyed the privilege ot
watching the birth of other people’s dreams even
though so many eventually turned into financial

- nightmares.

78
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In the early 1960s, when big — in terms of
engine capacity — was beautiful, American V3
"power units offcied the solution to many a
British motor manufacturer’s quest for sheer
power, However, of the larger cempanies, only
the Rootes Group took advantage of this source
for uprating the models in their range.

The Sunbeain Alpine was Rootes’ answer to |
the MGA and first appzared in Ocrober 1959.
Powered by a 1494cc ohv engine which
produced 78blip at 5000rpm, the car’s per-
formance was respectable rather than spee-
tacular. Its maximum speed was about
1G0inph and aceclerztion from 0-6) took some
14sccs. Then, in 1960, the Alpince’s engine was
increased in capacity 1o 1592¢c which upped
the power to 80bhp, but this did little 1o
improve its performance. If anything, the Mk
11 was slightly siower. Clearly, a mare radical
spproachwasneeded if the Alpine wastostand
any chance at all, particularly in America, in |
the competitive market of sports/tourers. i

Rootes’ development engineers began look- |
ing at the options available for increasing the
Alpine’s performance. The four cylinder
2.2-litre Humber Hawk engine was too bigand
heavy and its power eutput at 73bhp was no
more than the Alpine’s. Soin desperation, the
teain looked at enpincs produced by other
manufacturers. With a2 directive from the
Rootes Board, they tried the 1600cc twin ohe
Alfa Romeo unit and the 2%2-litre V8 Daimler
cnginc, but because of their size, neither
proved suitable, needing extensive surgery to
she bulkhead for them 1o fit. Even Jack

Brabham begame involved with the project
supgesting that one of the V8 engines from the
States would prove the answer. But, without
any tungible evidence of how this kind of
ranspiant would work, the idea was rejected.
T fact, the evidence necded 1o persuade the
Raotes board to adopi the V8 techitique was to
come froni Rootes’ own sales inanager in
California. A protoiype Sunbeam Alpine fitted
with a 4.2-litre Ford engine with manual
transmission was prepared by Carrcil Shelby
in California; the car was then shipp:d over to
England where it was tested by the Rootes
cxecutives.fmimediately the concept was
accepted a#i-being a winner, so, against a
background of rising financial problems, adeal
was signed with the Ford Motor Company to
supply cngi&gs and transmissicn units,

The Klpine could take a V8

What made the Alpine bodyshell so
appropriate for accepting the larger Ford
power units was its inherent strength. The
Alpinec monocoque structurc was based on the
floorpan cf the Hillntan Husky and while ifs
wheelbase/track ratio was nct ideal for out-
standing roudholding, the underside had been
braced with a cruxiform box section therchy
adding rigidity. Further, during its develop-
ment, the Alpine had been fitted with stays
between the scuttle and inner wings, the result
being a body quite capable of handling the
258fr.1b of torque delivered by the 4.2-liue
fFord engine.

By 1964, Rootes’ financial situztion was
Lecoming acute. Putting the Hillren Tmp,
Rootes’ baby car, into produciion bad buena
major drain, and a crippling industrial dispate
at British Light Steed Pressiugs one of Rootes

. bodysupplicrsYhad zlsa becr.acostly busincss.
iEventually, rescue came in the form of a
.contract hetween Rootes and the Chrysler
Corporation, giving Chrysler a pereentage of
Rootes’ voling and non-voting shares while at
the saime time providing much needed cash
withwhich Rootes could maintain productica.

The Tiger’s {icst public apoearznce was a3
the New York Show in April 1964 where its
performence altied 10 4 competitive prive

ensured ita goodd reception. Production began |

at Jensen's Kelvin Way factory in Juue that
year and soon the car was boing featured in
motor magazines on both sides of the Adantic.

Vhen Chrysley took over
Roctes taay tided to insert theix
big Vizinte averythinginsight,
from Super Saincs to Scepiraes!
Story by Mike Taylox

The late Gregor Grant of Autespor wys one
enthusiast who spoke high!y of the Alpine with
the V8 power unit. “The Tiger costs £1193
plus£25010s 5d T, he said. “Notagreat daa!
to pay for such a splendid motor-car, whizh,
when the word gets round, must sell in
ever-increasing numabers™,

| The comparative performance between the
Alpine Mk [V and the Tiger were s foilows:

Sunbeam Alpine Mk1V SunbcamTiger4.2

(1392cc)
0-30mph  4.4sec 3.25ec
0-40mph  6.1scc 5.0sec
0-30mph 10.2scc 6.8sec
0-60mph 13.8sec 9.5sec
0-70mph 19_6sec 2.4s¢ce
0-80mph 30.6sec 17.5sec
Maximum speed 95mph 117mph
Fuclconsumption 23mpg 16.9inpg

Rootes cars occupied an important pee-
centage of the British car market end they
were particularly pleased at the way the Tiger
was Deginning (o increase in populaiiy.
Indced, they were biten by the VE *bug’ and
[elt there had to be otlrer cars in their range
wiichweould benefit from a V8 transpient. The
Tooies Reard asked the Product FPlauning
Pivision o carry out an analysis and cowne up
with some suggestions. The two models which

_were chosen were the Humber Sceptre aind the
substantiz] Hunber Snper Snive/lmperial.

b The reason {or chearing these twe madlls
was simmpie. The Scoptre was simed at the fust
semi-lugnry saleen walked, yetiteeuld burely
reach S0mph; a V8 puwer unit would lusrcase
its perforeraace Jramatically, The Saper
Saipa/imperialalso badly necded uprating and
it wis thuught that 1 V3 eagine would give the
kind of effortless perfunnance more it Xeeping
with the Super Snipe's image.

A contract between Rootes and Jersen
iMotors of West Bremwich provided the
recossary know-how te undertake develop-
it and the low volume assembly facilites to
put the Alpipe V3 into peoduction.

Bigger engine fox the Tiger -
Means hile, by early 1965, Rootes” develop-
mwent engineers were well advanced on the Mk
11 Tiger prograaune. Supplics of the smaller
4.2 Yre (260cu.in} 2ugine were runningoutso
the sccond zencration of Tigers would feature
the 4.7-Hpe (2820u.in) unit. In addition o
feidng sl cosmelie changas, ke e move
t an egg-crire grille and chicne wing em-
ocllishess, Tiger 11 would have 10.7ia discs
onthefront 11 9. 7in disvs on the rear together
with Iin road whoeels. Cacs for the States
would al v have ek and white side Hashes,
Wit the approval of the Rootes Peard, the
development wnyneees begaa selectiag ea-
winesfor thelr Ydsaloin pragrazome, With the
ok which aow existad Getween Coventyy and
Cluysler, it was Jdecidod to utitise 2 Chrysler
watl i possible rather than a Ferd ¢ngine, In
the evrnt, the unit chasen fore the Sceptre was
w2 273cu.in, 4.4-Bree “Barracuda’™ V3. With
a four-barrel carburaitor and a comprossion
ratio of 1.3, it produced 136bhn at
S0Grpn. This drove through a “Torgueilite’
weennatie trenstrinion to a Salisbury 3.07:1
[ERUNI NI S LA

-

raless and snspensivy vere
0 that ased on the Tieer 11
u 2o d rod oa dhe ceae axde.

[}
i

diy, e oo teoked like any other
Ser Semmrro oo srihacie nvli hosndiahe

ey
i

sysremnhad Been voplaced by the singh Vobsof
the Super Minx.

The resulr of this modificaticn wis nothiog
saartofdramatic, Mlthose who vorkedcahe
V3 Sceptre project euchiisad over its perforia-
ance. Ina straight tine s acevlecniion
coempared to the 16Mee mocdel was Aavering.

Aumber

Humbar Seepire Sceptre Suaboaa
(i58Cce) VA (it} Tigee 11
0-30mi 1.9sec 3. 3sec 3.0ene
0-t0mph 7.7s¢c, $ 7w 4. 2vee
0-50mph 16.6zec 6.7sec 9. xsec
0-6C:nph 17.1sec 9. 1sce 7.8s502
0-70mpiv 23.5sec 11.6sec B)8sac
0-50inph 35950 15.2sec 13,7500
Max. speed SQinph P3fiph  12%0ph
Fuel Con. 22.5mpg  Z0.2tpg 22 2mpg

The figuces ell their own story. Bae thee
were severt! major driwbuacks, The bedy
surgery nevessary to allow the eamine ta fitinte
the Sceptee’s shell distupted the car's iaterior
censtcderably and it would have been imipossi-
ble ro use the old wwausmission tuaael
dushiboard areangements en production cars.
Alse, with w0 e weight over the frout
wheels, steering wis very heavy at Loy speeds
and the hardling sndierad from understeer, e
the event, the ene and only protutyne vas cut
up, much to the disappoinmuent of the
Jdeveloprnent engincers.

1 The Super Snipe/Imperial programme was
" more adventurous. Six prototype cars were
made in all, the first having a 5.1-litre
(318u.in} Chrysler cengine with manual
transmission. Performance wasdramatic, with
~a maximum speed of over 125mph. But this
"was consicered a litde too powerful, added to
which {uel consumption was cqually tmpress-
ive! Su this engine was taken out and replaced
by a smaller 27 3cu.in unit, again with manual
rensmission. The other five cars were also
tested with 273 enginss, some with two-barrel
and others with four-barrel carburestors. But
after suifering several head gasket failures on
the more powerful four-barrel engisies, it was
decided ta coniinue davelopment with the
| two-barrel cars only. Of the remaining five
'cars, cnc was an Imperial, whizh hed
rmstrong Selectorids dampers on the rear,
" and another was left hand drive.
¢ Although fitting the V8 engine into the
Saipe bay was swaightforward enough, the
installaden did call for a certzin amount of
modification to exhaust systems, radiztors and
the routing of \he brake pipes. Afier many
rmoaths of testing dusing 1965, the go-chead
was given for a pilot assembly line to be serup
whege it is thought a further six (this fure is
uncertain because of the lack of recepds)
pre-production ears were made.
But even aficr reaching this advanced stage,
the Humber Super Snipe V8was nevertoreach
'series production, It scems that among the
mdny snags encountcred on the pilot line was
the difliculty of installing the engine, which
had to be effected from above rather than by
offeringitup from bencath which wasthemare
normal practice. Moreover, fitted with e
two-barrel carburettoz, power output was a
imiscrable 130bhp at 44G0rpm, only 2
more than the standard Super Snipe.
fore, performance was equally unimyrressive,

Standard

Super Spipz2 V§ Seper Snipe
0-30inph  4.0scc 3.5sec
0-40mph  6.4scc 8.3s50c
0-50mph 9.4sec 12,352
0-60mph 13.0sec 16.15ec
0-79mph 17.9sec 23.1scc
0-80mph 23.1scc 30.35ec
Max. speed 102mph Smph
Fuclcon. 16.4mpg 19.7mpg
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By CHRIS GEORGE one passenger per car or driving ~ fringement. This affects at least
The Statc Government is re-  manual cars if tested in an  100.000 people a year.
fusing 10 back down on draco-  automatic. The laws have been detailed in .
nian new laws which will severe- All probationary drivers will  a regulatory impact statement
ly restrict the activities of prob-  be banned from driving V8 or  released this week.
ationary drivers. turbo-charged vehicles. The Government says the cost -
The amendments, which will A government document also  of implementing the plan is a1

be in place by July 1, will says the only aliernative for  least $3.7 million, but it has not
provide for two categories of  probationary drivers is a night-  estimated the added cost of

P-plate drivers. time curfew. inconvenience to the public
Red P-plates will be issued to The Government has dismis-  caused by the restrictions.
new licence holders under 21, sed as unimportant the incon- From luly, the probationary
and gold P-plates 1o new drivers ~ venience of the more extreme period will also apply for a
over 21. ; measures to cut the road toll  minimum of three years and a
Drivers on red plates will among young drivers. learner permit will be required
graduate to gold plates after a The rules will apply to all new  for at least a year before qual-
year. probationary licences and to any-  ifying for a probationary licence.
Holders of red P-plates willbe  one regaining a licence after The age limit for learner per-
RS banned from carrying more than  cancellation for any traffic in-  mits will be lowered to 16 years.

Our next car was a 1907 August |
15hp Humber, bought new. I think"
the reason for my Father changing
cars was that the Humber had a very
up-to-date four seater phaeton body
with glass screen and cape cart-hood.
It did have an appeal to the ladies,
otherwise | hated this car. It had an [
enormous engine with very little power 3
and plenty of vibration if speeded up.

kD)

1t had a large and, in comparison with }
steam, none loo smooth engine which revolved &;

Humber Hawk gets its
radiator topped up at a
Shell country garage.

action on the Hillman Minx |
production line, Coventry. |




AUTOMOTIVE SURPLUS PTY. LTD.

Incorporating Vanguard Co.
(formerly of Elizabeth Street, Melbourne)

New Old
Stock Parts
for Most Makes

MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, BODY RUBBERS, BAILEY CHANNEL, ACCESSORIES, ETC.
— HILLMAN, HUMBER, SUNBEAM, COMMER —
GM-H, FORD (SV. and O.HV.), CHRYSLER
AUSTIN, MORRIS, WOLSELEY, RILEY, MG
STANDARD, TRIUMPH, JAGUAR, DAIMLER

2 I, .
Yeterarn — (///zf(gye — Olassic — NModerrn
® _,//(){'y(’ stock (()/ loose /v'/(/y,s' arnd pistons

® Guskets made to- order

o //‘///)/( s Stock A()((/y///
“One Call Does It All”’

Phone (03) 873 3566 * 34 Thornton Crescent, Mitcham, Victoria 3132 ¢ Fax (03) 874 1485
Mail Orders Welcome ¢ Monday to Friday: 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. ® Saturday: 8.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon

\ *“Penrite Oil Co. P/L can supply a full range of the correct lubricants required for all veteran,
‘ ‘ vintage and classic machines. Products such as SAE 30, 40 and 50 engine oils, non additive
W N X s

gear oils of SAE 90:140 and 250 (600w), steering box lubricant, water pump grease, sleeve
valve oil. If you need advice on which is the right grade oil Penrite Oil to use then contact us

und-givc details of your car and we will provide a recommendation to you.”
For further information contact your local dealer
. g PENRITE OIL COMPANY pry LD

3 Cross Street, East Brunswick, Victoria 3056. Phone (03) 387 2633
13 Cressall Road, Balcatta, Western Australia 6021. Phone (09) 344 5052
40 \v 18 Lochlarney Street, Beenleigh, Queensland 4207. Phone (07) 807 2977
STR A\f 2/2 Elizabeth Street, Wetherill Park, New South Wales 2164. Phone (02) 725 1037

107 King William Street, Kent Town, South Australia 5067. Phone (08) 363 1688

STELLA & ARNOLD GOLDMAN

M. Suddlaby's Bookshop

OLD — NEW — USED BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
OVER 6000 TITLES IN STOCK

PENINSULA HOME AUTO SERVICE & TUNE

©' 789 6952

HUMBER SPECIALIST
29a MAIN STREET,

D.&D.Judd PO. Box 35 Frankston 3199 MORNINGTON, 5831 TEL:(059) 759233




SHANNON’S INSURANCE

AGENCY

THE CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

SPECIAL CLUB PERMIT RATES AVAILABLE

Classic Car Enthusiasts have been taking advantage of our Insurance
Schemes since the early 1970’s and as we move into the 1980’s the
advantages of our CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE SCHEME continue to grow;
compare these points with your existing cover now.

» Agreed Value Policy means no e Choose own Repairer or use our
hassle payout in a total loss selected Body Shop near you
situation ¢ Full No Claim Rating transferable

e Windscreens — One claim per from any other insurance
year will not affect No Claim Company
Bonus e Competitive Premiums

 First right of refusal to obtain e Personal Contact and Service
the wreck . CC)ne Policy for all your Classic

ars

GENERAL BUSINESS — We are also very competitive in all types of
Insurance cover from domestic to business, and can assist with all
matters without obligation.

SHANNON'S CLASSIC CAR
CENTRE P/L

321 WARRIGAL ROAD, CHELTENHAM, 3192
TEL: (03) 584 7266

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK






