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THE HllMBERETI'E.

MAY 28TH. (SUNDAY)

JUNE 3-4TH

JUNE lom - 12TH.

JUNE 3lID.

JUNE 23lID.

JOLY 16TH.

JOLY 23RD.

JOLY 28TH.

JOLY 29TH.

AOOUST 13TH.

Atx;UST 20TH.

•
AUGUST 25TH.

SEPTEMBER 24TH (SUNDAY)

ocroBER 27TH.

NOVEMBER 5TH.

NOVEMBER 18TH - 19TH.

NOVEMBER 24TH.

1
DECEMBER 1om.

•
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CALENDAR MAY -1989.

GENERAL MEETING AND ,FAMILY DAY AT DEji:PDENE fIALL. 2. OOPM.

V.D.C. SWAPMEET. AGRICULTURAL'SHOl'GROONDS. ASCOT VALE.

QOEEN'S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND TRIP. WARRNAMBOOL ANO'
HAMILTON'RALLY_. - SEE REVERSE OF THIS PAGE FOR

DETAILS ..

'DARWIN ADVENTllRE RALLY DEPARTS E1<OM PORT ALGOStA.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.

AWrC. ALL BRITISH At7I'O-,JlJMBLE AT CIlIRNSIDE PARK.

MONTHLY CLUB RUN. 'QUEENSCLIFF & THE DRYSDALE EXPRESS.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.

IN1'ER CLUB DINNER DANCE AT ELTHllM NORTH 1lALL. RlJN BY

STANDARD/VAloGJARD CLUB.

IDNOIEON RtJN TO WESTEIlNPORT FOB, IlASTnKiS_

CHACA SWAP MEET AT OlIRNSIDE P�,SHOPPnKi CENrRE •

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL, 8.00PM.

GENERAL MEETING AND FAMILY DAY AT DEEPDENE fIALL.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE Pl\RK. 8.00PM.

ANNUAL CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE. DEEPDENE P.W<: OVAL.

BENDIGO SWAP MEET • AGRICULTURAL SHOW GROUNDS, BENDIGO.

FINAL - GENERAL MEETING FOR YEAR.

CHRIS'IMAS DINNER AT ST. ANDREWS H<mL. 12.30PM.

***********************************

INTREPIP

i COMJ3oINED HllMBER CLUBS OF AUSTRALiA - NATIONAL RALLY 1990.

LOCATION: . COWRA, NEW soum WALES.-

WHEN: EASTER ,1990, APRIL 13TH - 16TH.

ACCOMMODATION: VARIOUS, MOTEL, HOTEL, CAllIN, ON':'SITE VANS ETC.

PLEASE ADVISE REQUIREMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. FIRM BOOKINGS

AND DEPOSITS REQUIRED BY DECEMBER.

***********************************.

J
The Humber ear Club of Victoria meets on the 4th Friday of the month in the

•

Dee'fldene Park Hall, Whitehorse Road, Deepdene (Me1way 46 Al7), at 8.00PM.

New members and visitors welcome.



EVENTS AND OUTINGS - MAY-JULY.

MAY GENERAL MEETING; FAMILY DAY:

Members, with their families and friends, are invited to join you� Committee for

a social luncheon before the General Meeting on Sunday May 28th. r.

Lunch is B.Y.D. everything with plenty of boiling water, tea and coffee/available in �
the Clubroorns.

There are coin-in-the-slbt' BBQ's in the Deepdene Park as well as playground

equipment for the children.

It is suggested. you arrive around Midday to allow plenty of time for a leisurely

meal and to cheCk out the cars before the start of formal activities at approx.

2.00PM. This is a good day for the whole family and an ideal opportunity for some

of our Country Members to pay us a visit, check out the photo album, browse

through the Club Library and make a thorough inspection of the different Humbers

���=�. �

��*************************************

QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY LONG WEEKEND RALLY; WARRNAMBOOL, HAMILTON:

ACCOMMODATION: FIGTREE CARAVAN. PARK, 33 Lava St. Warrnarnbool. PH: (055) 622.354 •

Motel accommodation if preferred. Figtree caravan Park on-site

'iTims, cabins approx. $37 per night (double). 3 night minimum.

Please make own accommodation bookings unless already notified.

ITINERARY: \

'FRIDAY: Check into accommodation.

SATURDAY: Assemble Figtree C.P. 9.30AM ; visit to Flagstaff Hill

Maritime Museum. Picnic lunch.

Afternoon visit to Tower Hill extinct volcano and other points

of historic interest around the district. •

Evening booked meal at local restaurant.

SUNDAY:

MONDAY:

•

Depart Figtree 8.00AM for HAMILTON.

9.30AM Depart Coles New World car Park for "Melville

Forest" - This is one of the historic properties of the

Western District being originally part of the

Glendenning Station. We will view the historic wool

shed and have a short talk on the various types of sheep

bred in the district. "Country Style" IlDrning tea.

Lunch at cavendish MellDrial Hall. Adults $7. 50 ea..

children (U.10) $4.00.

This 3-course lunch (soup, casseroles, sweets, tea etc.)

must be pre-booked and paid in advance. Please advise

Margaret before 24th May if required.

1.45PM Depart cavendish for Hamilton to visit "Wool Bales"

Hamilton Ability Industries and Australian Sheepskin'

Products.

Afternoon Tea at H.A.I. cafe. $1.75 prepaid.as above.

Leisurely return to Warrnarnbool for BBQ tea.

1O.OOAM. Depart for home via Port Carnpbell and Colac.

•

*********************************.-.'..

QUEENSCLIFF AND THE DRYSDALE EXPRESS:

Sunday July 23rd.

10.30AM on the Geelong Road, main rest area outside of Lara.

Melway;

Bellarine PeninSUla Railway, leaves QUeenscliff station at 2.3Oprn

(be there by 2.15pm) for the 16Krn trip to Drysdale and return.

Arrives back at QUeenscliff at 4.15. Afternoon tea served on

train (extra cost).

$8.00 adUlts; $4.00 Child. 10% discount if group of 15 or IlDre.

picnic lunch at Queenscliff pier. BYO or purchase from local shops.

WHEN:

MEET:

DESTINATION:

FARE;

LUNCH:



THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.

CLUB ADDRESS - 23 HIGH STREET. WATSONIA. 3087

COMMITTEE 1989-90

PRESIDENT Geoff \\7ebb 233 6592
.,

Margaret \\7i11irnottVICE PRESIDENT 435 6354

SOCRETARY Arnold Go1dman (059) 75 6807

TREASURER Brian Parkinson

•
EDI'IDR Barry Bosnich (057 ) 83 1899

•
" �

EVENTS DIRECTOR

LIBRARIAN Dave Denner 874 7016

� REGALIA Barrie Trubie 890 2984 1113
TOCHNICAL ADVISORS:

�I�
Vogues: D. Dun10p 439 7059

�I�Series V,VA S/Snipes: A. Goldman (059) 75 6807

�� Hawks: K. \\7i11imott 435 6354 ��
Mk Cars: B. Kennedy 789 5119

General Information: B. Kennedy 789 5119

Auto Electrical: M. Fitchett 366 8987

BARRY BOSNICH'S

SERIES 2 S/SNIPE



MINUTES OF aENERAL MEETINa

HBLD mr Friday 28t;h April 1989 AT DBBPDBD BALL at; 8: OOp..

PaISJIIT: 28 members as per attendance book. Geeff Webb welcoaed _ber8 and visitors.

Pr_nt as new sesber& were Darryl Riley, Graeae Finn alld Greg llaee, and DIm Carroll

fros the Daialer Car Club.

.ll'OLOGIIS were received froll Frank Stockwin alld .ancy bonedy. We were aleo pha ad

to hear that Adelaide Underwood is iDproviJ18 after her �t ill_•

•DoilS of the previous _ting as printed 10 the April 'BUlSberette' "ere aoceptAld as

a true record OD the aotiDD of Jack Waring seconded by Vie Wil_.

BlSDISB AltISDG The location of the firs that cute elote in bear'iD88 wae iDcorrectly

recorded iD the .inutee. It ie in B8eendOll, but the exact locatiOll w.. not provided.

AnyOIl8 reqUiriJ18 inforaation should COIltact (eith WUll.ott.

O.PMriMlMICB: D:AppllcatiOD forae frea IlBryl lIiler, J_ O'Brien, Barold Taylor,

and Grae_ Fion. Bnqu1riee froa TOIlY ...h and TOIl last. iTA With propolMld chang.. to

club perait eo...... IlnIce ea.waa with l1et of BUlSbere spotted 011 the road. ioy )(egse

with detaila of BUlSber8 and parts for sale. Bank PaJsa with detaila of prog� 011 the

sedification progr_ for his RU.bar. Pine Ridge Car X_ with details of their

._ at Purves Road, hiD Ridge 011 the Xornington Pen1n8ula. The XelbourDe C1alI8ic •

Car Show "ith thanks for club's participatiOll. lhnlbar Car Club of Australia with

invitation to attend rally at ...bucca llMds.

OUT:ApplicatiOll foras to Tony Beroa and Charles Xellquiat. Welco_ paclrap8

ta JalIn Perry, Ilarry �ood and Bert Groothuis. ieq\l88t for 1Dfm-.atiOD to Ril1aall

Spares.

bc\aD8'I "'0.: Chsvrolet Car Club, BUlSbar Car Club of Auatralia<IISV),

Husber Car Club of South Australia, Sunbeaa 81 Talbot 0wIl8I'8 Club, Wol_ly Car Club,

Dai.ler Lanchester Club, Classic and Hiatoric Auto1MJbile Club, Standard V8JI8Uard Club,

Austin MO Club, Austin xotor Vehicle Club, Rover Car Club, HUlSber Car Club of West

Australia ..

B08DISB AltISDG: !mold Goldaaa stated that the RTA will soon be requirill8 all Club

Plate applicants to supply a RWC or club inspection certificate. owe-iOD generally

favoured RWC. The aatter is to be d1sculleed at ee-sittee _tiJl8.

'IiBASlIIlBIl'S 1lBI'OIlT: Accounts preaantAld for paysellt totalWd 11352.46.

Balance of current aceaunt ie 12082.06.

BDrtmI'S ltiIl1JIi: Berry Bosnich reportAld that 176 Ila8Ui_ had been sent out to •

...bers with a further 16 to other clua. Req_t for acre articl.. for aagazlne,

especially OD ...bars experlenoee.

nUiS DlIlIk:IOI'S 1dIl'IMl: PPrnalOa"e"'nted by Xargaret Willi.ott.

The JPajor event ill the Willisott f..Uy la that they are now grandparente.

Details were provided of the next few iteae OD the club calelldar.

Rootes Club dat w.. a good day out even though not _y Rubel'll turned up.

Queens Birthday "eetand trip w.. finaliaed at WarrnaJSbool.

LIBIAIlU.: Dave Deoner reportAld tl'at the Sari_ Snipe Worlalhop Xaaual i••i..ill8.

TllCDICAL �ICBR'S DKJii: Bob KeDlllldy reported that radiator caps on the ditf.....t
BeriH SnipetP are different. Be "araed.

Also, when gruaiJl8. clean nipple before puaping iD ellOU8h g� to dillplace
sose old grease, wipe cl_n. GruaiJ18 ahould be dClll8 "it.. joillta '''III11lMc1. SUpport car
on stands that allow wheels and stearilll to be freely .aved.

Rob Dunlop reported that _ pI'lI8e8 oaly 81 PS about half tha pa1Dt.. On a
BeriH V Snipe with original parte tbere ere 23 SI' na poiDte.

Arnold Goldun nparted that the auss-tiDD that _ track rod repl__te

..y be UIII'OIldwDrthy ..y .tUl be valid but thaee eupplied by Bi11aall Sparee are
definitely sat1efactol'y �iJ18 only new parte.

Rob Dunlop asked about varyiJ18 the area covered by wlndacreea loll,.... Peter
Davenport said that there are two types of acUon obtalHd by _ of diff_� liatt
SWitch... Another fiUggeeUOIl lnvolv88 chaaa- to tha drive "beN OD the aeoNn1s•. It
could be a _ful UltI'ClM for _aane to br1Jl8 aloJl8 an old aechanles for
de_tratioa and d�eollsslO1l.



JOIIC IIBlUtfr .0 .-t1Dg ba8 been Iulld but IIob Dunlop ra1Hd an 18sue that 111 to be

diecu_ed at the next ...ting. eo.pulsory 3rd Party pr...... ty 1IlIIur_ 111 be1Jl8

proposed by the AOIIC as a reqU8llt to tu sovern-t. Br1an Parks.- pl'0Jl a-cl that

the club support such a _. IIu: Sohey� the prapaeal. Arguaent apillllt tJIII

proposal suss-ted that preai... WClUld n. frca Sl00 to saoo or aan. Ceoff Vebb

suggested that coapreheDeive in8lll'_ ehauld _ dawD paoparticmataly. TIle pl'opcIAl

was carried on a sbaw of hands with cme vote aga1Det.

lULL cmDIItTlllh Peter Sheldn said noth1JI8 of gnat iaportaace had been d:lec.-.cl.

llargaret Vi1l1llott _id thare wu a req_t far euggeetiOlUl for better facllit.... Aa

entrance light ba8 been ptopOHd. A _ friligs has been 8UJIPl1ed.

CAIS J.IOII 8lLB • V...-rJID .ention was aade of several cars aDd partlI available in

various places.•oat of th_ w11l be in aut Bllllberette.

Bob Kennedy still wants a set of wheela for a Ilk IU Pullaaa.

•

GDBIW. BlBDll8Br

Jack Varing Ila8 located a euppl1er far oar aticlranl at '1l5ceDta plue tu •

...ting claeed at Ih15pa far a talk on restoration aDd repair of the

interiors of cars by Don Carroll of tu Daialer Car Club. There was auch interest

ahown and several probing queat10ne particularly an tlul _tter of � of tu

varnish froa the wooden ui.. 8ugge&tiona varied 1roa solvents. that tIOIl4I seid are

11881_. to sanding which requ1rea renewal of tha walnut VGMr'. Supper foU__ with

a continuation of di8C\1S8ion on several topiCS.

AnIold Goldua

BOIl .8ecretIII'y

SOCIAL NEWS AND NOI'ES

Hello alII When you receive this I will be experiencing the balmy (barmy?Jl weather on Queenslam's

Coast, at least that is when I'm not humning lullabies to our new (am onlyl) gramchild.

You will however be released fran my lengthy social dissertations at our May rreetingl1 (Now Amold,

refrain fran that joyful jurrpl I'm really going to miss meeting up with our country visitors, plus our

canberra nember Jolm Berry who is making the trip down south to meet everyone).

•

A lovely day greeted us far the SchrSJ1lll's Cottage outing am I think the whole seven (am a half) of us

who attended. were greatly irrpressed. with the "old world" a'boosIilere and the historical significance of

this quaint little earner of early Donoaster history. It was most disappointing both to the organizer

and to our gracious host at the cottage to find such a small attendance. SOrry you missed the cottage

entrance Bill an::i Jean, rot it was great to meet up with you, also Ian McDonald an::i Allison at

westerfolds Park for lunch later. Those who attended the day were Barrie & Leonie Trubie with Harrison,

Jill webb. Vic & Glad Wilson am the Willimotts. Let's hope our next outing to Queenscliff on 23ni July

is sanewhat better attended.

If you have. ar are contemplating putting a car on the Club Permit scheme you would be aware'of the

recent changes to the R.T.A. re::;pri.rement for this scheme. The schene still accepts cars 25 years or

older rot fran mid March this year it, has beoane necessary to present a current R.W.C. or a certificate

of Road safety when applying far the initial pennit. Members renewing their pennit should also be aware

that it is necessary to present a certification of current club nemberships signed by the secretary when

psying your permit renewal fee. This itan is listed far discussion at the next A.a.H.C. meeting (May

22nd) am should create sane lively debate.

Another item that has cxxne to my attention lately is a oanpetition for a Bl\DGE DESIGN for the AUSTRALIA

DAY RALLY. This is the Armual werribee Park Rally organized by the Federation of Veteran am Vintage

Clubs. Entries for the design close on Angust 30th and details will be available at the May meeting.

Please ccrre along am. join in the social atIrDsf'here on this day - members are a friendly bunch am I'm

sure you'll find them also informative on all sorts of Humber problems.

I'll see sane of you at the Warrnamlxx>l/Hamilton Rally rot until then. cheers I

Margaret

*******************************************************************************************************
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811lCe last IIOUtb I have had a chance to use a torque wrench oa the cylinder head of

.y Series V Snlpe. The torque achieved by juat leanlng on a twelve 1Dch socket wrench waa

about 50 foot-pounds. but nmarkably even. They are now tightened. up correctly to '10 foot­

pounds. which is as accurate as anyone can get when 68 ie called for. The taall: i8 DO

S1JIple matter though. as it neceeeitatee re.oval of the rocker gear and the eub8equeat

readjust.ent at the valve rocker clearances. I know that there are e-apanDN'a available to

obViate this. but I don't have one. and I belteve that the eng1Deer Who deetgDed. the Htmbu'

engine delberately placed the head bolts in 8uch locations to prevent the. being tightened

With the rocker gear in place. HAving so.e valve springs in COIIpreesion will alter the

load on the head bolts and valve springs should all be released before tightenlng the bead

bolts. The car now runs well. and Bill H01_86 will be pleased to not bear tbe tappets tbe

next t1Jle we .eet.

At the last general meeting two aatters were raised that ",111 require SOJle dec16lOll

by your cOJIJIittee. I intend airing my views here 1n an unasu.ed ata-pt to influeDOe the

decisions of otbers. One ot tbe perks of office. ODe .igbt eay. The RTA now fWJuu- all

new applications for Club Plates to be aocoapanied. witb either a Roaclwarthy certificate 01'

a Club Safety Authorisation. As the only olub _ber currently authorised to perfona thte

task is Bob Kenned.y. I coneider it to be unfair to put tbis taek ODto hi•• and reco...nd

that it be club policy to ask lIe.bare to obtain a Rye when applying for Club Platee. I

have approached the RTA for detaUs of the regulations governing RYCe for olcl can tlYat e
were not designed. With IlAny of tbe features on .odern care. This ..y au1at ......beIw

wbo have trouble getting a Rye. I beUeve that there 18 stlll SOIIe dl11Cua8ion betw..n RTA

and AO.C so we shall hear further develop.ente later.

The other itea COIlcerns the po&I&lble introduction of coapuleory Third-party p"operty

insurance for all car owners. This would be ei.ilar to the aooident insurance currently

1JIposed at t1Jle of registration renewal and would be applied to the car and BOt to the

driver. The idea ls that no-one will have to pay for the daJlage caused. to his property by

so.e other un1Dsured driver. The pre.iu. would probably be higher than at pr_ut. but 1f

there is any justice. the cost of fully coaprehenslve inaurance abauld OOM down. la any

case it se.ms like a progresslve �ve at a tl.. when it la regarded as a rtght to be able

to drive on the roads with coaplete d1sregard for the �t of the co_unity. The cost of

operat1ng a .otor vehicle in our ooaJIunity is qU1te high. and should be evenly ep..-d.

acrosa the users. In .y view a better way of funding 1Dsurance would be to bave the ea.te

1ncluded 1n tbe petrol price. It 118y ueed an extra 20 cents per lttre. but those WMJ ...

the .oat petrol would pay a greater proportion at the costa. The8e ..... are either OD the

roads tor longer. and are therefore at risk for lODger. or drlve big powerfUl care whioh

can inflict greater damage than the SII811 ecoDOIIY .odela. Pol1t1oiau bave told .e that

this is not possible. What they really .un i8 that it would not be a vote catching IICmt

to increase petrol prices. even if the annual pnuaitm would disappear. Ye buy petrol every e

week. and only pay insurance once a year.

There ia a healthy interest 1n Htmber cars 1n the co_un1ty. and a nuaber of new

and intend1ng ae.bere have been asklng about available care for sale. The average price of

a roadworthy series IV or V Snipe is now around 13000. depend1ng on condition.

Depreciation has finally turned into appreciation.

Below: Biggest styling change for the Rootes family

is for the Sceptre, which gets new grille and Super
Minx bonnet. Effect is still not marvellous.

Beat of luck••ore next .onth.

ArDo14 Goldllan. Beoretary



FOR SALES

Series VA Snipe, dark green, mech sound, R/W but certificate not supplied, unreg, paint good, interior

needs attention. $1600.

Series VA Snipe, paint good, mech sound, interior good, reg and R/W supplied. $3500

Lots of spares also available.

C'aJtact: Tony Taylor, Ph: (058) 72 2534, Cobram. (Tony is a policeman and assures me that both cars are

roadworthy - Arnold Goldman).

1960 H/Hawk, auto, off white, unreg, runs well, needs new tyres, battery, brake check-up. $800.

eart:act: Dr. Joseph, Ph: (03) 592 5810.

Series V.VA bonnet, boot lid, N.S.F. door, good cond. $30 each - possible other parts, car going to

tip. eart:act: F. Pieterson, Ph: (03) 781 5169.

1964 Hillman Super Minx S/Wagon, suit parts or rest, plenty spares, price negotiable, located Casterton.

eart:act: J. Hall, Ph: (055) 81 1103.

1965 Series 3 Vogue, manual, white with red interior, reg Nov '89, good cond all round, price

negotiable.

Contact: C. McDerottroe, Ph: 509 4984.

British made Stranberg carb, Serial No. P867798.

Contact: (052) 43 3883, Geelong.

Series VS Snipe, power steering, $25 as is.

Contact: Ken Weaver, Red Hill, Ph: (059) 89 2324.

********************************************************************************************************

The neW Humber Sceptre - latest in the Humber range on show in
London. The four cylinder 1592 c.c. engine develops 85.5 bhp at 5200

revolutions a minute with maximum speeds of about 28 mph in first, 45

in second, 68 in third and 85 in top. .

FUR SHE

'.-IS washer
Make a parts washer with two buckets.

Cut one bucket in half and drill holes in

the bottom. Hook wire handles onto the

side and slip it inside the untouched

bucket. The handles let you raise and

lower the "parts tray" in the solvent.

And I forgot the cars. There's another

aspect of New Zealand's cultural

obeisance. Where else, on earth, are the

roads full of Standard Vanguards, Ford
Prefects and Hillman Minxes? We even

saw two Humbers. (On a previous trip.

David Lange told me of a tragic accident

- a visiting diplomat in a BMW had had a
head-on with a local citizen in a BMW.

"The thought of two BMWs colliding in

New Zealand," he said, "is mind­

boggling. The chances must be billions to

one." Whereas Triumph Heralds collide

every five minutes.)

J'Y:<' ::;\1]:'",[, S'nip'?, Mark IV. "!tlit0 "!i1:b on(� rust '3]:'01: cm on'.! (100r. 'J�l"JlJiIY' ';'�i)!Ji.1

mi 1<!'3 a',surt.,":l t": prE":::0nt '::;':�CQrl'j m'nl'�r. R0gist0r0(t�rJ F'�I:\ 1\."�1.\ an'] ':,'Jr'pll,,'cl "'11.11

P\lJi.:. ln1:,:,rioI in �';uod c'ol"Jdi1:iOl"J. 'f:!-:;t)I) 1.0 ('IU�J JD':.'m�!!�r':,. _�1: r,r':"3,:'n1. 301'.';.']". 1: j <::';:-,:1

.. in UI'.' Tradiflp: Post. .:'11: .f-:�'/')(l. CDnt,3r:.t P.a,,' Mitc'b�U a1.. !Y�"(:r1Dr'l, J"J':'ctr ;��"'dn

Hi J1. on Iy:;n '."/') ':>'.j':' 1:,,:.1;''''(�c:n :::'j:'m .:111':1 ':'l:'m.



Touch of 1960s English class
-THE SATURDAY MERCURY, December 31, 1988 ..

• The 1962 Humber

Super Snipe ••• In its

prime, the best car that

money could bUY,

featuring extras which

other cars of the time did
without.

IT looks like it has rolled straight out of a

1960s English Country Life photograph and

there's a good reason for that.

This immaculate 1962 Humber Super

Snipe has only recently rolled out of a barn

in the Huon Valley.

It has travelled a ridiculously low number
of kilometres, and has been carefully looked
after.

The Humber Super Snipe had been locked
away in the barn for the past 12 years, and
saw the light of day when its owner sold It to
Town and Country Motors, at 98 Main Rd
New Town. ,.. - ..J. •

The, Humber has only 27,000 miles on its

, By JAMES BRESNEHAN
They included things we take for granted

today, things like fuel; oil, amp and water

gauges, interior lights, reversing light,
radio and clock.

,The car will seat six passengers with no
trouble, and its beautiful big red leather
seats are extremely comfortable and the

amount of leg room borders on ridiculous.
, The Humber still has its original powder

blue paintwork and plenty of chrome.
The Humber Is powered by a six-cylinder

3.8 litre ,engine:

Town and Country Motors is asking
$7,995 for the immaculate. 1962 Humber
Super Snipe.

pre.metric clock, and comes with its original

mileage books. :,.' ' ,.,'
Town and Cou.ntrj Motors' owner-mana.

ger Mike Trubody says the car. is one of the, ,
0nest examples of the. Humber Super Snipe.
In' Tasmama, and' stands by. Its servIce.
record.. . .

In itS prime, the HUhlber Super Snipe was
the best car that ri'ioney could buy, and
featured extras whicH other cars of the time

. did without. . . .

CONTRIBUTED BY STEVEN HIBBERT

"HUMBERING AROUND"



THE AliTOMOBILE, MARCH 1989

The Mayor's Humber Twelve
John Berry discovers a 1933 Humber Twelve

in remarkably original condition

•

ONE of my projects for 1988 was to

register fully my 1933 Humber

Twelve saloon, which was originally

imported to Tasmania in chassis form and

bodied by Ruskin for official use by the Mayor

of Launceston, in 1933/34. I purchased the car

horn the chief botanist with the department of

Lands, Parks and Wildlife, a Mr Stephen Harris

of Hobart, who had owned the vehicle for the

past 20 years and who, for personal reasons,

reluctantly decided to sell, late in 1987. The car

had not been registered for sixteen years, so I

had it shipped across Bass Straight, and a car­

carrying company delivered it to my residence

here in Canberra.

It is a very rare vehicle. There is another

1933 Humber Twelve saloon in Machray,

Queensland, and as far as I know, only one in

England. It has a four-speed gearbox, leather

upholstery with folding ann rest in the rear,

thermostatically operated radiator shutters

and a 44bhp, 4-cylinder, l,669cc side-valve

engine, which was completely new for 1933.

Rated horsepower was 11.98, hence Humber

'Twelve'

It's not easy getting an old car through the'

Canberra motor register, especially one that is

55 years old, but eventually, after a number of

rejects, I got it through, and was duly

presented with a pair of ACT (Australian

Below: Exceptfor the chromium plating and

some touching up of the paintwork, the car is

completely original.

•

Capital Territory) Bicentennial number plates,

which were issuP.d only to new registrations

during 1988, as part of Australia's official

Bicentennial celebrations, marking the arrival

of the first fleet from England, in 1788. The

number plate depicts the flagpole of the New

Parliament House in Canberra.

The engine was reconditioned in 1971, but

the differential and gearbox are original, and I

believe the original paintwork was touched up

at around the same time. The leather

upholstery, door trims, roof lining, and interior

woodgrain are all original and in reasonable

condition. I had to re-do all the chromium

plating, however, as something in the air in

Hobart, possibly chemicalc; from the large zinc

factory, had attacked it. The reflectors of the

Lucas headlights had to be re-silvered as well,

and a new cork gasket had to be made for the

differential as it was leaking oil. The gauges on

the dash are all original and include a petrol

gauge (in gallons), an ammeter, a water

temperature gauge, oil pressure gauge, speedo­

meter, trip meter, and a mechanical clock.

The spare wheel has a metal cover, but I

don't put it on, as it's too much trouble to get it

off if I get a flat tyre. The indicators an�

reflectors have been added in order to get the

vehicle fully registered, and are a necessity

when driving in modern traffic, especially at

night. Top speed of the vehicle is 6Omph, but I

usually sit at around 35 to 4Omph, occasionally

going up to SOmph. The brakes are all

AI

Below left The tyTes look

just a little fat as they

lire 5.50 by 17 against the

origi.aI5.00 by 17.

Below right: IMide, all

the carpets, trim,

upholstery and

woodwork are origintd

and rmrestored.

Opposite: Tha-e shou.ld

be a .teel cover Of1er the

spllre but it is usually left

off, as it is difficult to

remove shou.ld there be a

punct.....

mechanical, but work reasonably well

provided they are adjusted at regular intervals.

At least I don't have to worry about replacing

hydraulic rubbers, or lose the brakes due to a

leak of hydraulic fluid. The mechanical hand

brake operates on all four wheels, and is very

effective. If desired, it can be used whilst

driving instead of the foot brake, but of course

if this is done, the rear stop light does not come

on. There is a lock in the passenger's front

door handle, so the car can be safely locked up.

The steering wheel hub contains the throttle

auxiliary control, the ignition advance and

retard control, the headlight dipswitch, and the

horn button.

On the road, the car runs along nicely, but

of course does not handle as well as a modern

car. So far, I haven't noticed any other pre-war

fully registered vehicles on Canberra's roads.

Occasionally I pass a veteran or vintage car

with a club registration on its way to a rally,

but never one with full registration.

This has been a very successful project, and

I intend to make full use of it, by driving the

vehicle around Canberra whenever I so desire,

rather than locking it away in a garage as a

collector's item.

A noteworthy difference between the

English 1933 Humber Twelve and the Ruskin­

bodied Humber, is that my Twelve has the

handbrake in the centre of the front seats rather

than under the dashboard like the English­

bodied car.



Some of the Contestants in the Recent Competition.

December 27th to�3lst, 1907.

Can terbury Reliabilty Trials ,N .• Z.

(j) DR. Fl"CH'S I;) H.P. HUMBER.

(8) l\m. A. MORTE:\"S Uj H.P. HUMBER.

AJ):\:\IS Ll.\llTEIl. I:ltp ;\ll.tJl1'1 Star Crde Co.,

138.140 High street, ClIRISTCIlURCIl.

Sole agcnts in :-;cw Zealand for "Talbot."
.. Napier," "Humher," "Swift." and" l\Iinerva "
cars.

Depots at-:\tcrccr �lrcct. Wl'ilillgton; The

.-\"CllUC, "'aug;utlli: The SqU,lfl' Palmcrston
�orth; Stafford street, Tlln.�ru.-[.\dvl.]

(7). PRIVATE OWNERS' CLAss.-Dr. Finch's 15

h.p. 4-cylindcr .. Humber" car. (Royal Automobile

Club rating 26t h.]1.). Entered and driven by

owner. Automobile Club observer (flfst daypIr. J.

Peacock. The following is the judges' reJl0rt -First

day. non-stop; second day. non.stop; third dar. 16

seconds missed gear 011 hill and 2i minutes a.dJu:it­

ing tremblers on coil; fourth day, stopped 1 hour

40 minutes 24 seconds, coil trouules. This 'car It.ul

no mechanica.l or tyre troubles thc st0l'p"gc� heing'

entirely due to the. electrical coil, \\'0 eau supp1r

from stock at once" Humber" cars same as illus­

trated. Prices ami catalogues ou application.

(8). PRIVATE. OWNERS' CLAss,-:'\lr . .-\, :'\lort('u'S

(President of the Canteruury AulOlllouilc Assucia­

tion) 10 h.p. 4.cylinder " Humber" ca.r (1{oy.d

Autonwuile Club's rating �6t h.l)')' Enl('I'l,tl .11111
drivcn by owner. ,\utomouile C lib ouser\'l'r (flfst

day), Mr. ]. Temple, The judgcs' r('port is as

follows :-First day, non-stop; second day. slopp('(l

3 minutes changing gear un a hill; thinl day,

stnppctl 10 minutes 20 SCCOllt}<; cleaning llirt �ml of
carlmrcttcr: (ourth lhy stopped �t nHIH�t(.S

owing to crosc;ing watcr racl' on the dt'l'p s�flc,

Aw.udctl IU7 III �rks. Thi9 car came through With­

out any stnpp.lgcs for tyre troubles. 'Ve can SIlPP�V
from stock at once" Humber" cars s;\me as 11­

Illstmtl'd. Priccs and catalllgl\('� nn applic�tion.

•

CONTRIBUTED BY PETER DAVENPORT

•

:'IIR. D.\VIn M.\TSO:-;':; 15 H.P. T.-\LBOT.

nr:-n:\;':.ic1 :'\Iatsou's gold nlcl!al " TaliJot '.
c.'\( is shown cnTning duwn Iht' Hak:�i;� (�orge on the

laMdar, of thc trials, 31st ])cccmk'r ltIU7. Grade
auout 1 ill G.

The tc,'1n of eight cars (large class only) as illus.

tr,�tClt. with obscrvers, started un the first liar from

Chri!Otdmrch to cump<.'tc in the rcliallilil)" trial o{

,:)U3 milcs. These cars call\e through the trip most
succc!1<dullr, nOllc of t1H'1l\ ha\'ill� any mechanical or
tyre �rouulcs. the �Ioppag('s in all ca�(,!1 hcinJ;' lIne to

missing gears on hills, sloppagl's in water raccs,
ami petroltrouhle�.



Reconditioned Steering Xechanisms

At a recent general m(;:.'et1ng I mentioned that a member had been advised

not to use a particular supplier of reconditioned track rods for tbe Ser ies

Snipes. I have since discussed the matter with Norm Withers at Hillman Spares

in Blackburn. He assures me that any recond1t1on�1 track rods that he sells are

fitted with new ball joints and rubber bushes. The rubber bush end is not a

problem as new bushes are readily available. The end with the ball joint is the

one that causes the problem. New spares are not readily available, and Norm

uses new parts that he removes from left-hand drive units. These left-hand

drive units are not available in large quantities and Hillman Spares have all

that are available. The cost of the reconditioned track rods are $140, and your

old unit is reqUired as part of the deal.

Shown below Is a diagram of a typical ball joint such as is found at the

end of the track rod or tie-rod. The suggestion is that some unscrupulous

repairers may take up the wear between the ball pin and the bronze bush by use

of a spacer and rewelding the unit back together again. It is probably not

possible to see the difference unless it is compared side by side "ith a

correctly repair.ed unit. So take care, ask questions of the supplier, and stick

with reputable dealers.

•
Arnold Goldman

Secretary

STEERING ARM

BALL PIN

TIE-ROD

e�R CLUe

GREASE SEAL

ADJUSThtENT
BRONZE

BUSH

Ill/
COMPRESSION SPRING

SEALING PLUG

.TORQUE
Fig. 32- Self-adjusting Socket joint

EVENING NEWS, FLEET STREET, LONDON. HUMBER

SNIPE DELIVERY VANS WAITING FOR THE PAPERS



Water Temperature
By Maurice Rachow

Well, summer is with us again so I think it is time to

examine how well we are cooling the engine of our

cars. As I have spent a lot of time keeping the

engine of my Series SA cool I think it would be

better if I told you what I did and you can decide

just what you want to do with your car.

Firstly let's examine the 1st of the S components

that go to heating the engine. Notice I said heating

and not cooling the engine! First up is the

temperature gauge. Most people will panic as soon

as the needle goes into the Red Zone and start to •

blame the radiator, but wait, is the gauge reading

correctly? Humber use a 10-volt system for the

Fuel and Water gauges which takes its power from

a small tin box screwed onto the back of the Dash

above the cigarette lighter. This regulator is

probably a bi-metalic vibrator, open-close-open

etc., taking 12 volts in and giving 10 volts out. Now

if the regulator, due to old age etc., gives out more

than 10 volts, then the gauge reading will be high.

How do you check it? Two ways, first on a cool day

the temperature needle should be dead centre of

the gauge, or second, put a multimeter on the

gauge and read 10 volts if you're lucky. If you are

satisfied your gauge is OK we will move on to the

water pump. Unlike the Rover which had an

aluminium Impellor which used to corrode away

and so did not pump a good flow, the Humber has.

a Cast Iron Impellor and should last a lifetime, so

scratch the water pump and move onto the

Radiator.

The Radiator is the most ignored but easy

component to fix; if you do not know when your

radiator was removed and stripped by a radiator

shop, do it now. If you have or had rusty water

showing in the radiator you could have blocked

core tubes and an overheating problem. Believe

me it is no good just cleaning the radiator with a

garden hose. The top tank should be removed and

the tubes cleaned out by an expert. I have mine

done about every 3 years or so, even when I use

an Inhibitor in the water.

Next on the list is air flow. I have fitted a second fan

blade to the water pump pulley as I consider the

2-bladed fan which may be good in a cold climate

is not good enough in our hot climate, so we have

now increased the air flow at slow speeds or at idle

in traffic, so what's next. The Series SA has a

gearbox which cools its oil through the bottom tank

of your radiator. This again may be OK in the cold

but is murder out here. So what to do? Why, fit an

external oil cooler and stop trying to overheat your

engine water by feeding the heat from your

gearbox into your radiator.

Now that you have decided to fit the oil cooler the

question remains, where? Most people fit it behind

the grill and in front of the radiator. Not I. I am

trying to keep the radiator as cool as possible, so

where to put it? I simply fitted it on the righthand

side of the engine, attached to the mudguard so it

would be in the air flow of the fan.

So, we have checked the gauge, pump, radiator,

and gearbox. What's next? It's a funny thing called

a Thermostat.

The Thermostat. Over the years I have heard some

funny stories about thermostats, and have come to

the conclusion that most people just do not know

what it's for. Can you answer that question. Wrong!

It is to keep the engine HOT not cold. Some people

seem to think the engine will run cooler if the

thermostat is removed. What do you think it's there

for?

Let's start with the basics. The engine is designed

to run at a certain temperature. The engine will not

run properly until this temperature is reached, so

the thermostat remains closed until our required

temperature is reached and then it opens about

l/e" to allow a Controlled Flow of water to circulate.

If the radiator is a good one, and you remove the

restrictor called a thermostat, then the water will

flow too fast through the radiator to cool ill Keep in

mind the radiator is a heat exchanger, to exchange

the heat from the engine water to the air. The

design is such that the size of the radiator, the size

of the water pump etc., and the thermostat will give

a flow rate of water through the system, and so

cool the engine. Some of you may remember the

early Rolls Royce cars that had a vertical shutter in

front of the radiator, this was thermostatically

controlled and remained closed until the engine

warmed up and then this opened to control the

water temperature.

Now here is a tip that even I use sometimes when I

am caught in heavy traffic on very hot days. Open

your windows, select Hot on your dash lever, select

Car on the other lever, and switch On your hot air

fan to High if you have a 2-speed fan. Why, you

ask? Well, apart from cooking yourself, you are

putting into your cooling system another small

radiator, and when you switch on the fan to

increase the air flow through the radiator

(unfortunately into the car), you are simply

increasing the area of the heat exchange in your

water system. So when you speed up out of the

traffic jam, select cold, close off the air supply and

be thankful you may have saved your engine from

overheating.

•

•
I

I

REPRINTED FROM H.C.C.A.'s MAGAZINE.
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NEGATIVE VIEWS ON HUMBERI

1 am writing to you 10 let you know how very

much 1 enjoy your magazine "Restored Cars", It

has much load readin8 between its covers.
I have just finished readine publication No.

'3, and like all your previous editions, enjoyed it

very much.

I do however. have a "bone to pick" with your

author come motor historian, Michael Scdswick,
on his article "Humber Hislory". ReaJizins
Sedgwick is a well known author and has written
many articles on motor history I do not dispute

his historic accuracy in Ihis article nor do I
queslion the research that has gone into this
article. but hard cold facts. if that. can make an

article very uninterestin•.

Frankly the artide lacked any positive virtue

that Humbers had. It in fact tended to de-rate the

Humber cars as slow and ill-handling cars.

Having owned Humbers in the past, both

Series J and Mark IJ Super Snipes I must

disagree.

Whilst not sporu cars- in their performance

and handling, they offered luxury and silky
smoothness that is hard to even get in cars today

unless you pay $3S,ooo or more. .
When big Humbers went out of production in

the late sixty's the Dept. of Supply was hard
pushed to find another car of the quality, dignity

and luxury and calibre of the Super Snipe.

Although Sedgwick may nol like Humbers

himself. he has no right 10 bring his negative
undertones into the article. He knows that the

Rootes Group is long gone and that their cars are

slowly leaving the motor ranks. It would be a

good idea to mention their positive points which

far outweigh their minor negative points.

Humbers were far from stolid, in fact. they

were a c1ubroom on wheels.�At 70 MPH theic

motors and transmissions were uneer lower

JIl�1 stres�:thj1i rri9..iother .cars ari� �at;s_
what.oo4 eUliM.erin.L�_a!! about.

Their last virtue was that they were easy to

service and very reliable and couJd do Iona miles.

(longevity). (One of mine did 186,000 miles

without any major overhaul.)

jn.short.-Humbers we!.e.zelknt car, a-'lLv�rv

J:omnctjtjyc mice and on a cost versus value basis

a oeuer car IRan a Rolls-Royce and 1 have driven

a number of them too.

I am practical and not a dreamer. I hate la see

people rave about fancy names like R-R. Ferrari.

Jaguar elC when most of these marques are

highly over-rated and over-priced.

And they have many faults 100.

Keep up a good magazine.

J. FOREMAN. RMD. Mellon.

Via Kading. SA SSS4

•
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MORE ON HUMBER

UJ?On. reading lhe Humber letter from
p�blicatlon No. S6.1 felt I had to ""rite and asree
With J.Foreman about his reelin. for the Humber

cars. I would call it the lood days of the
Humber. As a mechanic I spent a number of
years working with them.

The simplicity, from a working point. was a

welcome one. I owned a 1958 Humber Hawk
for over t.hree years and believe me. it was a da'is
car 10 drive. Tons of power and took hills wjlh

ease. The big four motor never C\'Cr Iel me down.

Onl)" one raull I had to find was that the gear

box w�:-. much too light for tht: silt of the- car. I.
called It a work horse. but handled like the bCSI

of.cars I�day. and handled rough roads. as if it
enjoyed It. On a sharp corner in loose gravel the

back would ,drift around and never gave me'any
concern .. 1 Just knew I would never lose her. It

�as the kmd of car that b«ame a part of me, and

It seemed to kno..... what I wanted from her.lf I

ever loved a car, she was the one. The brakes

were always there, and in any condition I ever

encountere� .. 1 had just what I needed, and she

st�red. as If It really ..... anted to answer my every
WISh.

The boot ",:"as made to handle all your holiday
needs, and With a roof carrier full as well she sat

down low, but never faltered in her performance.

She gave me a happy 23 miles to the gallon any.

way. and under the conditions. and places she

took me, I would say. my HaWk. you're a beaut"..

Yes 1.lo,,'ed that car and would have one again ir'it
..... as In first class condition. a'i \\"a� the case when

I bought her.

. Keep the magazine rolling and I'll keep buying
n.

Vero Baker. 89 Cra.....ley St.,

'* ,I Bri'bane 4034
Yow Hlltfd", sou"dIliAt an old Chn'Y 0' S'lIddHlh, •.11"".

-If cD 17'0..:5

NOTE Co"VAl/AI(;

HUM8E'<$ WITH
. .- AMi=A.ICA.IV
s:r VEHICL.ES.

)tIo701./AJG

VEHICLES.

A detail view or the Abbey back
lilht, :which represents a great ad­
vance in rearward visibility for drop-

head co c

SVfell.. SNII'E

ABBEY COACHWORKS, LTD. October 14, 1936.

�=,;;:.,--,S:;n:;rw".", cabrioret,



CARMANU"FACT'URERS', :.
����OT STANDARDISE l���
RILEY .-..._ -

,'RAILTON HYDRAULIC & MECHANICAL ......-..

�E�SON "SYSTE�t�tll��OVED JACKS

PERMANENT
HYDRAULIC

84 "notor

. ,

October �. ,�936.

•

.

POWER

JACKS

The lut word In modern motor

car equipment. Permanently fitted

double extension Jack rams are

operated by an encine-drlven pump

controlled from the Instrument

panel of 'the' or. The turn of a

small key switches 'on' a warnlnc

light and raises all four wheel$

clear or the ground In a few seconds.

PERMANENT

H-Y"DRAULIC
HAND

JACKS

Permanently fitted double exten­

slon jack rams arc opented in pairs

or all together by a concealed. hand

� pump easily reached from the

driver's seat. A simple control is

provided and a few effortless

strokes of the detachable handle of

the pump will raise the wheels of

the car clear of the road.

PERMANENT HAND

MECHANICAL JACKS

Three lur tongs Jacks toully

enclosed and permanentl)' fitted to

the car without loss of ground

clearance ue operated at right

angles without stooplnz or - effort

by means of a leared detachable

handle. This system Is obtainable

for individual fitting to most aNi

particulars and. price on request.

•

PORTABLE CHASSIS

HYDRA U Lie JAC KS

A detachable ia�k. "';hlch I�'at�s ..
with self.lock1nC brackets fitted 'to .

acceSsible points" 9f 'the 'cir:
Stocplng and e�ort are ellmlnat� .
and a few strokes or the detachable
pump handle. raises. die desi'ied
wheel of the car. The jack.wher.

released Is '. closed by the weliht

or the car.

Other ,,'pes ofjcKks (In: a\'ail.a�le
- aircraf' . and .pecial design$.
t.nderlaken.. -'. .

33-9' NATIONAL HALL
GALLERY

DONALD SESSIONS CO. LTD., 906 HARROW ROAD, WILLESDEN, LONDON, N.W.IO'
Tefephon'-l Wlllad.ft 1170

.,
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CAR-TOON QUIZ

FILL IN THE MISSING LETTERS AND RETURN SHEET TO CLUB FOR DRAWING

AT JUNE MEETING. ORIGINAL CARICTURES SUPPLIED BY ARNOLD GOLDMAN

AND ALL ENTRIES CORRECT OR NOT WILL BE PLACED IN DRAW FOR A GENUINE

1950/60'S ROOTES GROUP CAR BADGE (1ST PRIZE) AND LAPEL BADGE (2ND PRIZE)

MEMBER I S NAME: •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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