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THE HUMBERETTE

MAY 1979

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

OUR RUN TO THE UPPER YARRA DAM, WITH THE WOLSELEY CAR CLUB

WAS VERY ENJOYABLE INDEED. THE WEATHER, DESPITE A NOT SO GOOD
FORECAST, TURNED OUT TO BE JUST FINE, AND IT WAS A VERY

PRETTY RUN TO THE DAM. AFTER A GOOD LUNCH, THE WOLSELEY C.C.
WON THE TOSS HND SENT US INTO BAT; JOHN BRCWNE & TOM McALPINE
QUICKLY HIT UP THEIR 20 RUNS EACH, THE MAXIMUM ALLOWED FOR
EACH BATTER. I'M NOT SURE XX WHAT THE REST OF US DID, BUT
APPARENTLY IT COULDN'T HAVE BEEN MUCH, AS WE WERE BEATEN

BY ONE RUN. ANYHOW IT WAS ALL A LOT OF FUN, AND ONE OF THE
BEST DAYS WE HAVE HAD.

THIS OUTING WAS FOLLOWED BY 4 VERY INTERESTING GENERAL MEETING,
OUR GUEST SPEAKERS, BRUCE & GEOFF CHAMBERS, GAVE US A VERY XX
INTERESTING TALK ON THE HISTORY OF THE ROOTES GROUP IN
AUSTRALIA, AND ALLOWED US A VERY GENEROUS QUESTION TIME.

BRUCE CHAMBERS VOLUNTEERED TO COME ANOTHER NIGHT, AND SPEAK

TO US ON THE FUTURE OF PLASTICS IN THE CAR INDUSTRY, AND

WE CERTAINLY INTEND TO TAK HIM UP ON THAT OFFER.

WE HAVE ANOTHER INTERESTING GUEST SPEAKER FOR OUR MAY MEETING,
DR. MAX LAY, WHO IS THE HEAD OF THE AUSTRALIAN ROAD KESEARCH
BOARD. ROADS, TRAFFIC AND KROAD LiWS HAVE CHANGED A LOT

OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, AND WE HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE IN BEING
ABLE TO GET DR. LAY TO SPEAK TO US ON THE LASTEST DEVELOPMENTS
IN ROAD RESEARCH, SO DON'T MISS THIS ONE.

LOOKING FORWAKD TO SEEING YOU AT SOVEREIGN HILL ON THE 20TH

AND AT CAMBERWELL ON THE 25TH, NOT FORGETTING ECHUCA;
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY WEEK-END.

REG HATTERSLEY.



MINUTES OF APRIL GENERAL MEETING:

55 MEMBERS ATTENDED
IHEETING OPENED 8.20PM

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)

13)
14)

15)

PRESIDENT WELCOMED VISITORS & NEW MEMBERS.
4POLOGIES - LOU COPELAND, HERB PERKINS.
MINUTES PASSED - MARCH MEETING. |
CORRESPONDANCE PASSED

TKEASURERS KEPORT - $1463

SOCIAL REPORT - DETAILS OF SOVEREIGN HILL
EDITOL'S REPORT - NIL -

TECH. CFFICBR'S KEPORT - NIL

BOB KENNEDY THANKED CLUB FOR FLOWERS
A.M.C. KEPORT - NIL

PETER DAVENPORT DONATED HAND BOOK OF MK 1V HAWK.

PRESIDENT GAVE RESUME OF CRICKET MATCH WITH WOLSELEY
C.C. '

PRESIDENT WELCOMED GUEST SPEAKERS.

JOSEPH SPENCER SUGGESTS THAT THE HCCV ORGANISE
“TS OWN CLUB ROOMS

NANCY BUTT SUGGESTED NAME T4GS BEARING H.C.C.V. INSIGNIA.

MEETING CLOSED 8.45PM.



SECRETAKY 'S NOTES

WON'T BE WITH YOU FOR THE MAY GENERAL MEETING AS WE AKE
GOING TO THE UNITED STATES FOR & BIT KX OF 4 LOOK AKOUND
AND MAYBE 1'LL HAVE SOMETHING TO WRITE ABOUT ON THE
AMERIGAN AUTO- SCENE. WE WILL MISS OUT CN THE ECHUCA STE&M
RALLY WHICH IS DISAPPOINTING - ITS A GREAT WAY TO SPEND
THE WEEKEND. - | '

A COMMITTEE HAS BEEN ELECTED TO ORGANISE i BRITISH DAY.

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1980, POSSIBLY
AT ONE OF THE MAJOR RACE COUKSES, AND ONLY BRITISH MADE
VEHICLES ON DISPLAY. THE COMMITTE WAS ELECTED BY MEMBERS

ON CAR CLUBS PRESENT AT A SPECIAL MEETING DESIGNED TO
ORGANISE THE SAID EVENT, AND THE H.C.C.V. WILL SUPPCKT THE
EVENT BY ATTENDANCE AND ANY CO-OPERATION WE CAN GIVE THEM.

THE ATTENDANCE AT THE APRIL MEETING WAS ENCOUKAGING AND I

AM SURE THOSE IN THE THEATHETTE ENJOYED EVERY MINUTE OF IT.
AT THE JUNE MEETING I'LL DRIVE ALONG AN OBJECT PURPOSELY
PLACED IN THE VEHICLE AT THE TIME OF PRODUCTION THAT MUST
HAVE DRIVEN THE OWNER AND DEALER CRAZY AT THE TIME - J

IT WAS ONLY BY CHANCE THAT I FOUND IT DURING A QUICK RE-BUILD
I'M REFERING TO THE SERIES 1V ESTATE.

DES JUDD

SCGCIAL NOTES:
SOVEREIGN HILL RUN

THE H.C.GC.V. HAS BEEN MOST FORTUNATE THIS YEAR IN THAT FOR
EVERY SOCIAL OUTING THE WEATHER HAS BEEN PERFECT AND LOST
RYNX SUNDAY WAS NO EXCEPTION. IT WAS MOST PLEASING TO DRIVE
INTO THE COLES NEW WORLD CAR PARK &ND SBE QUITE & GOOD
TURNOUT OF HUMBERS. COL McKENZIE WAS THEKE IN HIS "'NEW"
SERIES 111 SNIPE WHICH HE HA4D PURCHASED THE DAY BEFORE.

REG HATTERSLEY WAS CHAUFFERING THE '"DOC' AND MARY ARD THE
"DOC" REALLY LOOKED THE PART WITH HIS HAT /AND CANE,



SOVEREIGN HILL RUN (CONT.)

THE DRIVE TO BALLARAT WAS 4 PRETTY ONE 4ND' WAS DONE WITHOUT
INCIDENT EXCEPT FOR JOHN BROWNE'S MK 111 SHEDDING THE TREAD
FROM ONE OF HIS TYRES (I HID MY HEAD IN SHAME - REG HATTERSLEY
THOUGHT I WAS SLEEPING!!) ANYWAY CHRIS WEBB #ND REG
HATTERSLEY CAME TO THE KEKXM KESCUE WITH A 1934 HAND PUMP
(THE SPARE WAS NEARLY FLAT) AND BETWEEN THEM THEY PUMPED
UP THE TYRE WHILST THE DOC RECORDED IT ON FIIM - SHOULD
PROVE AMUSING. WE ALL ARRIVED IN BALLARAT AND SROGEEDED TO
SOVEREIGN HILL. FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVEN'T BEEN TO
SOVEREIGN HILL IT IS SOMETHING REALLY SPECIAL AND THE
DISPLAYS ARE NEARLY ALL WORKING EG. SMITHY'S SHOP?, FOUNDERY
ETC. A TOUK OF THE UNDERGROUND MINE PROVED IZTERESTING /AND
WHOEVER SAID “THE GOOD OLD DAYS" MUST HAVE ENJOYED WORKING
IN 4PPALLING GONDITIONS DIGGING WITH A PICK FOR 48 HOURS

. WEEK FOR £2.10.0.

MEMGERS /. TTENDING

.~ PETER & LEE SCHOFIELD MK V1 HaWK

(0L & LOKNs McKENZIE SER 111 SNIPE
REG & MARION HATTERSLEY SER Vi SNICVE
HAROLD & ADELAIDE UNDERWOOD SEK V.. sNrPE'
{ETER DAVENZSORT SEK V SNIPE . _
CHRIS & JANET WEBRB SER 1V SNIPE | ' B
JOHN & MAKIE BROWNE MK 111 SNIZE '
LES & BEV LINDOKF MK111l SNIFE
JOSE2H & MAKY S.ENCE SER Vi SNIVE
DES & DENISE JUDD HOLDEN
SID & GWEN HUMyHKIES



SOCIAL NQTES (CONT.)

ECHUCA. STEAM RALLY

ALL BOOKINGS HAVE BEEN FINALISED FOR THE ECHUC.. STEAM RALLY.
IF THERE ARE MEMBERS WHO WOULD STILL LIKE TO GO FOR THE
WEEKEND THEY CAN CONTACT MARIE BROWNE WHO WILL LET

THEM KNOW THE LOCAL MOTELS ETC.

THE MAIN PART OF THE RALLY IS HELD ON THE SUNDAY AND FOR
THOSE MEMBEKS WHO DON'T MIND THE 130 MILE TRIP IT MIGHT
BE WORTHWHILE TO COME Uy FORK THE BHN SUNDAY ONLY. THE
RALLY IS HELD AT THE ERHNREXXKEKEKREHK ECHUCA SHOWGROUNDS
(ND THE H.C.C.V. WILL BE rARTICIPATING INSIDE THE GROUNDS.
THE H.C.C.V. HAS ALSO ARKANGED 4 33Q FOR SUNDAY EVEING SO
IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND FOk THE SUNDAY ONLY AND
INTEND STAYING FOR THE BARBY PLEASE LET MARIE KNOW OR -
BYO MEAT. (YOU C4/N PHONE MARIE ON R& 754-2981 WORK Ok
758-7526 HOME). . - o :

MEMBEKSHIF SUBSCKIPTIONS

THANKYOU VERY MUCH TO THE MEMBERS WHO HAVE REKBNEXX
PROMPTLY PAID THEIR ANNUAL DUES, A FULL MEMBERSHIP
LIST DETAILING NAME, ADDRESS ~ND CARS OWNED WILL BE
ATTACHED WITH THE NEXT NEWSLETTEK.

IAN FOREMAN



SNIPES SNIPPETS

DID YOU KNOW ONLY AUTOMATIC SERIES CARS WEKE AVAILABLE IN
AUSTRALIA?

s R dA Rk

DID YOU KNOW GMH ASSEMSLED HILLMANS JUST AFTER WWll /ND
THE ONLY WAY THEY COULD TELL THE DIFFERENCE DETWEEN THE
HOLDEN AND HILIMAN BODY SHELLS WiS TO STICK THE HILLMANS
UPSIDE DOWN.. HMM

TR vededdevededine R
FETER D/AVENPORT HAS TRIMMED HIS 3EARD.
’ ek wTelvelrre ey

HCEE THAT JOAN HOLMES HAS KECOVERED FROM HER ALLERGY
SE THE TIME SHE READS THIS NEWSLETTER.

ek dede etk

DES AND DENISE JUDD ARE NOW ENJOYING THEMSELVES ON THE
WEST COAST OF THE XXX U.S. - LUCKY THEM,

desedeTedededodoiodede

SCHCEIELDS SEEN‘DINING IN THE 3a4CK CF A TANDEM TKAILER AT
SOVEREIGN HILL.
Sevee ekt

COL McKENZIES NEW SER 111 HAS TOWd4LhS ON SACK AND FRONT -
MUST MAKE IT EASIER TO GET OUT OF TIGHT ~AKKING ZERK S¢OTS!!

Fededdovedek bR
CiiR FOR SALE: 1965 REKMXK SERIES 5 SNIPE, REASONASLE

MECH. IMMACULATE INTERIOR. Alk CONDITIONER $300
M. WHEATLEY 707-3268.




Extract from the Australian Monthly Motor Manuel - Dacember, 1953, -

ACCENT OX MORE POWER WITH THE LATEST HiJL

With Dnglish manufacturers who produce the lasger ond more expensive

car, there is a *rend tewards zbandecning traditicnal stile and adopting
more modern lines. The idea behind thiz, of coursnc, iz tc gain a
naxinum udvanbage frem the full width fedy stvle. ihe new Eunber Supex
Snipe lcoks impressive in its modern stylivg and vortreys a further trend
towaxrds impreoved get-up and go. : : -

Perhaps the most impressive feature to ry mi
in perfcormance this new Snipe had over lLis

tarting increas
-.C ;
Riband nowar unit is silky smecoth and gilcn
=rk
3

The new Blue
any undue fu §:¢
= apace of time frhm
ue - it _has just

will 1ift the car toc 70 m.p.h. in a rem
a ctanding start. What is also amazing Ls
becen reduced to £1,834, which includes sal

SMOOTH SUSPENSION

The frcnt suspension is by a double transverse wisn bo*e and coil sprinyg
arrancement, with telescopic shock absorbers locaced inzide the coil,
At the rear, semi-elliptic springs are used in conjuncticn with telescc ¢
shock abesorbers. This suspension proven its worth over had roads and
even on fast cornering there is no point £or criticism. Pot holes did
noct causa the front end to beottom and its effcectiveness could be szuged
'1n the fact that pitch over undulatlﬁg surfacaes at spead was not

aprarent. : ' :

LIGHT HANDLING -

The steering requirxes more turns from lock to leock than is usually
expected from an English car - but when one considers the good turning
circle of 40 feet, the necessity tc get the front vheels around with the
minimum of effort at the steering whecel, 4% turng ¢f the latter, are nct
unreasonable.

All the controls are Light and from ths woman's peint of view this car
wculd be very easy to handle. The clutch, gerr cinngs, brake pedal
pressure and steering being as gentlz as that found normally in a licht

under 10 h,p. car.

CORNERIMNG IS SAFE

Theré is a certain amount of body rcll, but sharp corners can be takenf{
in a vigorous fashicon. 2n extremely onergetic driver would be able %o
hold the car ir a drift on a long bend with coppesitz lock emploved. 1In
the case of cars similar to the Hurmhzr spacifizations, whare sports car
handling is not expected, impressive nower on the rear wheels is a great
advantage when keeping the car under control, On dirt rozds any sllce
coculd be irmediately checked by tramning on ¢

<.

ne thwottle through corners.
The 7.00 x 15 tyres 4Aid not cause 2 3s5ive sqveal whan cornering on
bitumen,

) i

BRAXING

The Lcclkheed brakes are of the

at the remr a leading and trail
laxge, being 11 inches in ﬁlima
From speeds near the maximum no
te. prll the car up in a rear cnrb]v

irn the frent and .
The Jdrume are

of 2% incheas

ang 1t was rossxb‘e




PERFCORMANCE 530WS IMPROVEMENT.

The maximum cpeed of the new Humber Super Snipe is cver 10 miles per
:fter than its predecessor, and the whole accent of the new design
tircd on increased performance.

Top gear performance 1is not as gocd as lavge American cars, bu the
inélusion of the four-speced gearbox and extremely illing t¢hird gear,
which is copable of pulling the car 4o 75 m.p.h., nakes fres use of the
gearbeonx beneficial. English cars have never pretended Lo be top gear
pluggers and the Snipe is no excention. On the other hand this car makes
up on acceleration from as low as 10 m.p.h. in top witlhiout snatching by
reason ¢f its smcoth and willing motor,

With regard to its cruising speed one can sum it up by saying the car
can be held indefindgtely at any speed below 75 m.p.h. without exceeding
the ideal piston speed of 2,500 feet per minute.

During acceleratiocn runs when the motor was almest peaked in the gears
no undue noise was audible.

‘= NCHROMESH ON FIRST

The adoption of synchremesh feor £ifst gear is excellent feature and
although a2 certain amount of effort was recuired io change down intc this
gear it could be used to good advantage when bhaulked on a steep hill.

The gear lever is fairly short and a commendablv small movement is
required for selecting the various ratios. The final drive ratio is high
in top gear at 3.7 to 1.

As with all Rootes cars the gear changes can be made very quickly without
fear of beating the synchrecmesh,

BODY WORK - FINE FINISH

The intericr and exterior finish of the bodywork is well finished and

onc of the fine points of this car. When viewed from the front the new

Snipe has an 2ir of solidity and although the overall design is not in

the super streamlined class its quiet dignity and well balanced lincs

are evident. N good feature is the counter balancing of the bonnet 1lid,
ich reguired no effort to raise. Items such as the battery, carburetter

Znd clectrical svstem can be reached withcout having tc go intio contortions,

The luggage compartment is large and is capable of taking in a good
quantity of luggege without making it impossible to remove the vertically
mounted spare wheel in the case of an emergency.

A fairly large windcw area all-round gives the driver goced visicn. The
instruments are placed in the centre of the penel ard are shielded to
prevent reflecticn in the windscreen at night. Ar o0il pressure gauqge,
water temperature gauge, fuel gauge and ammoter are providse?, The two-
speed self-parking windscreen wipers are a good fzature in heavy rain.
The raversing lamp ig illuminated with the hwadlemps on and the
engagenent of reversed gear.

The comfert of driver and vassengers has bgen borne in mind by the
designers with the high scating positicon, comforiabla seats and freont and
rear armrests.  The front seat is ad’ustable for both heicht, rake and
leg room.



Extract from:the Austraiian Monthly Mctcr Manual - December 1953. (contd)

I WAS IN A CAR CRASH..... ...

One moment the three cf us were travelling along the country road, in
the doctor's late model, high-powered car, chatting right merrily about
the agricultural show Which we had hopes cf visiting that afterncon.
Conversation centred around the prize Jersey cows entered in the show by
our farmer passenger, and no one noticed the speedcmeter reading, least
of all the doctor who was driving.

That we were going like a “hat out of Hades” with its wings singed didn't
register with any of us, Who cared, anyway? The road was good, the car
fast and comfortable and the trafflc almcst nll

Hurtling into a road junction - it came. There was a sudden yowling of
tyres as they dug into the gravel road, accompanied by an ear-piercing
squeal of quickly applied brakes. '

"This is itl" yelled the farmer, and the next thing we knew was the
harsh metallic screech nf metal on metal as we saw the bonnet of a car
trying to bury itmelf into cur flank. The farmer, sitting sideways,
with legs crcssed in the front seat, had nc time to save himself, He
threw up a protective arm to ghield himself but the viclence of the
impact catapulted him head first through the windscreen.

Hugging ‘the baek of the front seat with the strencth of desperation I
{sunaoon for ideap. Life, .agmy sping trigd fo.mix it with my stomach.,
oax rocked and before I finally landed on my baék on the@¥loggﬂé gghf
see the doctor braeing himself to take the final crash, as we bounced
across the road.and thrcugh a wooden fence, before settling in the back
yard of a country ccrner store.

“he doetor was unhurt, although he shook splintered glass cut cof his
hair. The other car, a convertible, was slewed intc the ditch with a
body sprawled over the bennet Four other bodies were scattered over the
road : . _

No one was killed, but three people were ln hnspltal for a long tlme.

The experience was nightmarish, and the emoticnal experience of shock
cen the point of impact between the two vehicles beggars description.

What did I learn from the experience? Three things which have been
written into the "Rules for Goed Driving” issued by the National Safety
Council. :

1. Always concentrate on your driving and never let your ccnversation
or that of your passengers Jdistract gour attention frcom the road.

2. Always give way to the vehicle on the right.

3. Always drive at a speed that ensures safetly to cother read users.

- by the "Observer”
MOTOR CYCLISTS NOT THHERORE OF THE ROAD

Contrary to general opinicn, motcor cyclists are not respensikle for road
‘accidents -any more than cther 'reoad users, -.8¢-said Mr. J.P, Reid,
Secretary of thg@ New South Wales Road Safety Ccuncil, when he addressed

——lmen e L Al - klim Macwma Taltl wmmmme = Ter LY R nvyﬂ"\a-l-e he &ntAd haA



EDITORLAL

FOR ALL THOSE PEOPLE THAT KE?T THEIR FINGEKS CROSSED -
THANK YOU. THE GARAGE IS STILL Uy AND CONCRETED INTO.
THE GROUND SO I'M GETTING THERE SLOWLY.

ON THE WAY TO SOVEREIGN HILL ORE OF THE TYKES ON THE

MK 111 DECIDED TO THROW THE TRE4D FROM THE CASING - YES
THE TYKE WAS . REGA: aND I BELIEVE THAT RECAPS ARE 2RONE
TO THIS SORT OF DHMHGE. '

THE S.¢«RkE TYLE I TOOK OUT WAS A4 LITTLE ON THE FLAT SIDE 5UT
. KEG HATTERSLEY'S rUMC SOON FIXED THAT Ur. ON MY MK11l I
‘HAVE & ¢WO3ELM WITH A4 COUYLE OF DUCKLED WHEELS WHICH I
INTEND TO GET KE~KOLLED SHORTLY. ITS HAKRD TO IMAGINE A
WHEEL LIKE THE MK 111's BUCKLING BUT ArPsRENTLY THEY DO SO
AND THEY INDUCE A SMALL BUT ANNOYING VIBRATION IN THE.CAR -
AND I USED TO THINK IT WAS MAKRIE! OTHER THAN THAT THE CAR
IS BEHAVING ITSELF THOUGH I'M LOOKING FORW/KD TO WHEN THE
GARAGE IS FINISHED SO I CAN REALLY GET STUCK INTO A FEW SMALL
ITEMS THAT WILL SOON NEED ATTETNION, FOR THOSE- OF YOU WHO
THINK THAT THE MK 111 IS A PETROL GUZZLEK, SHE KRETURNED
17 MPG ON THE BALLARAT Thlr, NOT 32D FOK 4.1 LITLE AND 2 TON.

TALKING OF THE MK111, AT THE LaST MEETING WHELE SRUCE

AND GEOFF CHAMBELS WEKE OUL GUEST S{EAKERS, THE L:ST QUESTION
ASKED TO GEOFF (TECHNICAL KE;. FOR LOOTES 1953-64) Wis

"WHICH WAS IN HIS OPINION THE -EST HUMoEK M4DEY - HE

QUOTED THE VIEW OF 4 COLLEGUE WHO HE SAID We.S 4N EXPERT

ON HUMBERS AND THE ANSWER WaS “"$HE LAST OF THE MKXX SIDE
V4LVES' GOOD ON THE MKXXxX&=x MK 111's - I'VE DEEN TELLING
MEMBEKS THIS FOR YEARS XXN /ND NOW THEY WILL HAVE TO

BELIEVE ME!!

EDITOR





