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r tHLnTBERETTE.

CALENDAR i"'iARCiI. 1 986.

I
J MARCH 21ST. GENERAL MEETING AND INFORIT{ATIoN NIGHT. SHANNON'S CLASSIC

I cAn 0ENTRE, 1?1 WARRTGAL RD. CHELTEIIHAII. B.o0rDl.
(r'rELwAy MAp ?B c.12). suppEn pR0vrDED.

MARCH 2BTII-)1ST. 
'TH 

NATIONAL Hlll,lBER RALLY. FoRBES, N.S.!J.

}1ARCH 28TH. .T+ NO GENERAL MEETING ON TTIIS DAY. I+

APRIL 1rIH. THIRD ANNUAT RooTES "G-Tft IIAY. HoSTED BY HUItsER CLUB.
(snn rnronl.tATroN AND t'{Ap rN rnrs I{u}tsERETrE),

APRrI zrTH. ANZAC DAY. il N0 GEIIERAL MEETING ON THIS DAY. fi

APRIT 27T.H. "AT HOME'| DAY AND GEI{ERIL MEETfNG. DEEPDENE HALL.(suunar) (rHrs rs A spEcrAt DAy Fon vrsrroRs, Nsvr un'nsas
AND TSOSE WHO ANE UNASLE ?O AryTEND FRIDAY gVENING

MEETINGS).
uEEr AT rm DEEPDEIIE PARK AppROX. 11.t0AI'1 Fon l3EQ OR
PICNIC LIINCH PRIOR TO TTIE IJIEETING AT 2.OOR{.

HAI 11T8. ligIB0POtI?llI TOUR DAY. (Uore details later).

MAy ?rw. GENERAI, lmETrNG. DESPDETE EALL. 8.0OpM.

JIffE 719-9TIt. QITEEN'S BIRTIIDAY UEEKB{D mfP. WARRNAI,IBO0L.

)
I JINE 27$fl. CENERAT l.{EgUNG. DEEPDENE EALL. 8.00PM.
l*.-t"

[%:*:H: TryEs86 i

MAnCH 27TEr 28TH.
' lrrlval, registratlon, free .tlne.

I'rtday Night; fnforual
I{AnCts Z)tflz

.barbeque, -catered' for by Rally Cqtr-ittee.
Uonlllfc PARADE thrgugb For'bec follon;d'bi obeenratlo^/ ,'t '

uavlgetlonal rtrn to rtilarbq g!.rieriea !{rf polnts of tntercgtj
BYO plcnlc or 3BQ lurich.. .', '.. .:

Snorgeebord Dinirep at .Golf .Clnb.Saturd.ay Evening;

I'taRcE 

'O$t.
I{ORNIXG: Pride .of Onrerihi.p..eri<1''i}onsoure Jutlgtng at Ischlari

. Ylntage .Yi.l}age. XIIO.barbeque: Or,]uach st restaurart,
coNcouRs AREA :crosbs'ilrD'suDGI{q tFGI{s, rn' lo.obAil sEARp.

AITERNOON INSP.ECTIOS OT IACEIAX VINTAGE YILI,AGE.
r . . . . . .. .;. .

Sunday Evenlng; Dinner and Presentatlor .of Ararde .et Iachlan Ylntagc Vlllage.
I{ARCI t1ST. Choice of tour! of 'local].btstortcal lntereet.

I

rl

NBT TIIE ONIY I'IEAI,S TOU TTON'T EAVE TO CAIER I'ON,ARE II'TIE RIDAI; SAI\]RDAY AND ISI'NDIY...-
...EiyEltlNcs. 

.: .

MAPS OT TEE ICIRBES TOIdNSEIP IJILT BE SSNT TO TOU SEFONE $IE NAttY 1JITH TIIE
APPROPRIATE ilggIING PL CES, UCIIEtS EtrC. t{lnKED ON.TUEM. '

coI.{M80.{onATM UnmILIONS AnE BEI}IG S'tlrHrCK ern Vrl,l,.BE DtrSTRrBI]:tED, oNE pER

YEITCIE, TNCLUDED IN A nALtI PACK. . i

STFE JOURNEY TO AtI, NAttY PIRhICIPAIITS



.!99AIJ0N:

DATE:

TTME:

LUNCH:

ACTTVITIES:

PAffTTCTPAMS:

I"IONASH TINIVI]NSITY RECNEATION CEI(TRE.

suNDAY, APnrL 1Jth.

11.00AI'{ to 4.00H[. MAKE YOUR OhlN VAY TO HONASH AND ENTER VIA TIIE
l,lAIN ENTRANCE IN WELLINGT0N ROAD. FOLLOW DIRECTIONS 0F !,IARSHALLS

TO 'IG.T.N PARKTNG AREA.

prcNlc oR 33Q LUNCH (rvO AnQ. ) OX rUn r,AllNS AT MONASH.

SNACKS, DRIilKS AVAIIABLE IR0l"1 TI{E KIOSK. ALSO A SIT DOWN LUNCH

AT $IE IIALLS OF RESIDENCE FOR VERY REASONASTE COST.

AflTERNOON GAI'{ES, Ii THE CREAT G.T. SPORTS" i SI./IMIi,IING (TMTCO
CoVERED P0oL, VADING Pool(aupenrised)'SAUNA & SPA); ITTESTGAIE

cInDERs DISPTAY; INSPECTION oF UNIYERSIIY HIGHLIGITIS; CAR 0F THE DAI.

SUNBEAI,/I & TAIAOT OWNERIS CLTIB, SINGER OWNERIS CLUB, ROCITES GROUP

cAR CLU3, IIIIMBER CAR CLITB.

WELLINGTON RD. CI,AYTON.
MELbAY NEF. MAP ?O F.12.

iSEE YOU THEREN.
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THE HUIIIBER, CAN, CLUB OF VICTOR,TA TNC.
CLUB ADDRESS _ 23 HIGH STREET, WATSONTA, 308?

(sEC.) P.O. BOX 201 BELGRAVE 3160

COMMITTEE 1986.87

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
,fRI]ASURER

EDITOR
SOCIAL SECRETARY
MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR
LIBRARIAN
TEC}TNICAL ADVISOR
PUBLICITY/REGALIA

Bob Kennedy 789 5119
Bil-l- HoLmes (052) 57 1067
Rod Laredo 754 826I
Rob Dunlop 439 7059
Barry Bosnlch 460 4505
Margaret Willimott 435 6354
Marie Grande 277 6937
Keith Willimott 435 6354
Bob Kennedy 789 5119
Barbara Dunlop 439 7059

Tom licAlpine Jnrrs Series VA Super Snipe

Pan Battenrs Series ffl Vogue Auto.



TIIE HIfiBERMTE MARCH 1986.

PRESIDENTTS REPORT (Kennedy's Klangers)

Well here we are again, you lucky people, another year sitting in the chair by
yours truly. All I can say to that is thank you for your vote of confidence in
me.

ltre 1986 Comnittee has changed around a bit fron 1985, but Irn sure you will give
the Comittee all the support you can. My rright hand persont Margaret Willimott
has stepped down as Cl-ub Secretary as she has a very busy few nonths ahead but I
an assured we wil-1 sti1l see Margaret and Keithrs sniLing fices around us on Club
functions. 

r

At the nonent I an busy with our MK Muper Snipe on l-ocation with a Channel-
Seven mini series on the Petrov Affair that happened in the mid 50ts, The MK IV
is one of the three main cars used in the show that will be shown at the end of
the year or early next year. A senior officer in the Australian Secret Service
uses the car and appears all over the place in it. For the series, the MK IV
needs N.S.W. plates and rego sticker from the nid 50rs.

By the tine you have read this the British Motoring Show on the l6ttr March will
be over and the next run nil-1 be ttre 1986 Easter get-together at the National
Rally being hel-d at Forbes, N.S.W. I hope all that are going have e top tine
looking at itinerary. It certainly looks like a very good tine will be had by
all attending.

Before I close, f would like to say agaln thank you very nuch to the toldt
Conmittee and a big welcone to the tneyt. Itn sure they as uhole Join ne in ny
thoughts.

Bob Kennedy.
********************************************S*******************'l************'1.**

MTNUTES 0F GENERAL HEgrrilG 0F H.C.C.V. INC. HEI,D 0N 28/2/86 AT DEEPDENE ItAtL

The neeting was opened at 8,25 pn by President Bob Kennedy rho velcored all
present.

APOLQGIES: Des Judd, Cyril & Edna Huxstep, Herb Perkins, HaroLd & Adelaide
Underwood, David Dunlop, Wal- Henningsen, Jack l{aring, Ian Forenan.

VISIIORS: BilL Roscoe who is restoring a MK III Snipe.

MINUTES: Minutes of the previous meeting nere accepted as read. Moved R. Dunlop;
seffiGd P. Davenport.

CORRESK)NDENCE:

In: 1. Pickles Auction Brochure, Z. T. York Elthan, 3. S & H Morton (donation),
4. S.A.T.0.C. (G.T. acceptance), 5. Standard Vanguard Club (Dlnner Dance
18/10/86), 6. H.C.C.A. Ra11y, 7. Quota International (Vial of tife), 8.
Koo-I{ee-Rup Potato FestivaL (entry forns), 9. C. Speed (weekend tour
infornation), 10. C. Easton (regalia paynent), 11. Wagga Wagga Ralt-y Comittee,
12. K. Ronlinson (photos).

&rt: 1. C. Speed'(l'larnanbool), 2. N. Castle (Queensland), 3. K. RonLinson
(Bendigo), 4. A.O.M.C., 5. H.C.C.A. (Rally), 6. II.C.C. Tas, 7. Shannons Classic
Car Centre, 8. Classic C,ar Shor* Comittee, 9. Two Menbershlp Forns.
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q.ILqCHAilGE: II.C.C.(S.A.) - Nen Magazines No. 7, Dainler Lanchester, S.A.T.O.C.
fiensr-E.e;eJ., Austin A40, Austin M.V.C., C.[I.A.C.A.

It was noved by K. Uiltr-lnott, seconded V. lfil-son that correspondence be recelved.

IREASWER'S REK)RT: Baak balance as at 28/2/86 - $1089.73.
@cepted. Moved P. Shelden, seconded B. Eolnes.

@UQBIE IEPaRT: 150 nagazines posted this nonth, conprlsiog 112 in Victoria, 26
ffip11nentary,1'prospectivemenber.Coverswi11bechangedthis
Eonth to include the Tasnanian 1ogo.

$@IAt SECRHARYTS REP0RT: Special effort for tonight - 20c a ticket or 6 for
+a.,-.

LIBRARINTS REP0KI: Keith announced that the new library l-ist was noy typed
ffinde.Keitha1sothankedMurrayRobertsforhisse1ett1onof
sales brochures.

lOi ldl6: Full details of the folloring vehicles ri1L be placed
ilffi'r. These were offered to Bob iennedy at Chirnsidl:

HK Iv S/Snipe (driveable), t59f Hawk Auto, '51r Hawk, VA S/Snipe.
folloring: HK I or II for restoration (details Murray Roberts),
(details Rob Dunlop), Series IV Snipe ($75 - B. Dunlop).

GENERAL BUSINESS

1. Brltish Motoring Show: Meet at Race Course car park. Volunteers check with
organisers for duty tine

2.'Uar"hMe'eting: One week early (March 21st) at Shannonrs Car Centre,
Cheltenham. Car parking available at front of building.

3. Queens Birthday Weekend: Brochures and booklets from Chas Speed tabled.
Information to be published in March nagazine.

4. Monash University: For Rootes G.T. day, conference roon has been pre-booked
but other facilities stil1 available.

5. A.O.M.C. Report: Delegate Lloyd llughs reported on-the possibility of A.O.M.C.
conducting a queetionnaire regarding red plate inspection guldelines. Club
members endorse the idea and support publicaEion of a questionnaire. To be noted
in newsletter for coments, also the possibility of A.O.M.C. support for
extending leaded fuel supply beyond 15 year 1init.

The meeting closed at 9.0opn and was followed by the Annual General Meeting.

*f *******#*****{af:lcB********{ct***************:f***{oi**lnl.***#****{sf,***#***#****

SECRETARYIS NOTES

Hel-lo everyone! It is rny pleasant duty this nonth to introduce our new Club
Secretary for 1986, Rod laredo. Rod is a new comer to H.C.C.V. and has only
recently been introduced to Humbers via a Tropic Red Series IV Super Snipe which
is currently undergoing what in ihe classic Jargon is terned a rrestorationr.
Please nake hin relcome, help hin to get to know you and justify ny assuring of
hln that the Secretaryrs job is the best job of all.

in the

Also the
MK I at Taradale



I an looking forvard this year to becoming more involved rrith the social eide of
activitles and to fulfilling sone ideas which have been little nore than pipe
dreans in the busy years passed.

Firstly, a reninder of the change in date and venue for our March neetlng,
Shannonts Classic Car Centre aE 321 Warrigal Road, Cheltenhan hopes to see itts
car park swarnlng rith Hunbers on Friday evening, March 21st. This nill be our
opportunity to wish a safe journey to the ten Victorian representatives
participating in the National Ral1y at Forbes over the Easter holiday - please be
there.

If you have read your Hunberette thoroughlyr lou wilL have'noticed the change to
our Club address. Itre post office box at Frankston will be dtscontLnued rhis
year as it is not easiLy accessible to either Rod or nyself. Instead you ri1l
have the choice of writing to either of the addresses listed above the Nev
ConnitLee for 1986. Would you please see that any vindscreen cards or any other
Club stationery in your possession has the address on it adjusted.

Last nonth you would have received a membership reneva,l notice. Thsnk you to
those who so pronptly conpleted and returned these with all the detaiLs fi11ed
out. Engine/Classic menbers are useful- for deternining the actual nodel of your
Hunber where any uncertainty exists and also for pin-pointing the place of your
car in the total production run for that nodel. Registration number and car
colour are a handy investnent by which to identify a Club Car,

Marie Grande is the person who will be responsible this year for conpiling all
the infornation you have supplied into a new 1986/7 nenbership 1ist. If for any
reason, you do not wish to have your name and car detail published on this list,
vould you please let Marie or Rod know before the list is conpiLed Ln June or
Ju1y. Itn sure it would also be appreciated if you coul-d advise any changes to
your vehicle(s) since the Last rnenbership 1ist.

As pronised last nonth, a ney library list is now ready and ig lncluded with this
Humberette, Keith is keen to hear your conments on the General Hotoring Books
section - of course you nust know and read the books firstt

The next inportant social event is the Annual- Rootes rG.T.r (get-togetherf ln
case youtre having trouble indentifying those initiaLe rlth a Hunber). H.C.C.Y.
is the host Club this year and your help in welconing the guest Glube vould be
appreciated. See this Hunberette for fulL details.

Nov, something to think about over the next month! This is the offer of atbonust, fully organised, rcderately prlced rfun facts and frtendshipr tour of
Warnambool and surrounds over the Queenrs Birthday veekend Ln June. Chas Speed
is our tWarnanbool connectionr for the event and as Chas ls also President of the
local Car C1ub, I feel se can look forward to a full and exciting i.tinery.
Suggestions so far include the Loch Ard Peacock, Flagstaff Marltine Museum, Tover
Hill Gane Reserve, Volcano, Fletcher Jones Gardens, Quanby East, Kangaroos,
Tvelve Apostl-es, Loch Ard Gorge and Saturday evenlng dinner and dance.
Accomodation available includes holiday flats, rnotels, on-site vans and cabins.
A booking forn will be included in- the next Hunberette so in the neantine, keep
that weekend free for a Club holiday.

Finally nay I rrish the nen Secretary and the inconing Connittee a very successful
Jrear. thank you all for your hel-p, friendship and support whilst I ras
Secretary. I look forward to seeing you at the next neeting - this tine vaving
tickets for our Special- Easter Egg competition instead of the ninute book in ny
hands !

ilargaret.

**{Ef *******#:trlr{.**t#**i.:l*****:f**:t*********************************{nt**#*******
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IECTI}IICAI, OFFICERS REPORT

A lot of drlvers put up wtth thelr car vlbratlng at certaLn speeds. Ttrls ls not
good for the car as it can cause a 1ot of problens in the long run. l{ute and
bolts cme loose, body cracks appear, excess stral.n goaa through your vehlcle
frm sten to stem.

Sone of the problens that cause these vlbes can be very easlly and cheaply flxed
lf you get atralght onto then. But lf you 1et then go, up goes the repalr b111.

A lot of these vl-bes can be traced to one or tnore of the follorlng ltenrs:- tyres
out of round or rrcre unLversal Jolnts need replAclng, out of balance tail shaft,
front end out of alignnent, worn baLl jolnBa or king pins. Ttre list can go oa
ald on but the mln thlng le lf your car has the vlbes, do sonethlng about lt
rcr, not later because lt y11"1 only get worse not better.

So spead a llttle noney now and have nore later plus lt is nLce to notor along in
a qulet vehlcle.

Bob Xeanedy.

ffi *ffi +t* Srf *t:f *ffi *:t*****ffi tFt***:f **:f **:i:FFS*'ldFf *f *#3

TWg ITtr{S rBq{ BRE}IDAN Lrot{S

First Ls to notlfy all that Humber Vogue reported stolen ln July r85 ras
recovered five nonthe Later by Poltce. The Vogue nae parked ln the etaff car
park at Turana Youttr Trainlng Centre and the Pollce advised that they had 650
Euspects. lly thanks to all rho kept thelr eyes peeled for nlsslng car - vhlch
ras undailaged, the key nas turned on and avay lt vent.

Second lten:- I ras unable to obtain a poyer eteering punp for a Serles 4 Snlpe.
Des Judd gave a clue that Pontiacs had the stame puap, advice whtch dlrected ne to
AIIERICAR I{RECIERS Melton-Kellor Road, Melton 743 2%3 vho have nany punps in
gtock. For those rho need one, the prlce was $50.0 and it rorked llke a charn,
fttted perfectly.

t*:t**f}*****'ffi*****{$r******{ai***,}**t*****#****'l****ffi**{ot{*S******#*******

FOR SAIJS

t{K 4 Super Snlpe, nech good, body poor, reg, offers.
Itrs. [e11 Watson, 7 Bragge St. FRANK$ION' Ph: 783 7818 - Bob. K.

t59 H,awk, auto, reg, good goerr
Hlck louls, 11 l{inifred Drlve. M00R00LBARK, Ph: 726 8568 - Bob. K.

f51 Hayk, reco head, plus lots of sparea, another car, $200 o.rl.o.
Ph: (059) & 9235, LILYDATE - Bob. K.

Series 5A Super Snipe, nech good, body fair, rhlte, reg Dec 86, good
O.ll rO.
Anna Belle Brovnell, 37 Range St. CAI'!BERIilEI.L, Ph: 29 5951 - Bob. K.

l.lK 1? Super SnLpe, no paint' non goer.
llurray Roberts, HAMILTON, Ph: 870 8512.

Series Hunber apares, engLnes, trans, diffs, front ends, suspeaslons,
iaterlor fLttlugs etc.
Ph: B/H 783 1164 - AlH 789 6952.

tyres, $1000

panels,



168 Super Snipe, storn Brey, needs tyres, body needs atEention, driveable, reg
July 186, $180.
Mr. M. Hussey, PARKDALE, Ph: 584 2851, Mr, G. Hussey Ph: 580 4373.

Super Snipe Series 3, goes but no reg, compl-ete ideal restorer, burgundy duco,
price negotiabl-e.
Jeff McDonell, C,ar located at FfALMSBURy, Ph: A/H 376 1102 - B/H 699 5980.

Hunber Snlpe Series 4, clean lnside and out, f-ight green, good appearance, power
steering, holden carby which gives good nileage on long distance travel, radio,
good radial tyres, reg ti1 July, with spare everything, $1500.
B. Lyons, GLENROY, Ph: 300 1671.

tlAl{TED: Fit MK II Super Snipe' engine to oil-
ffi-e-ar bunper overidersr arn rest trin both
Dennis Storr, Ph: A/11 735 1803.

filter pipes, tvo door hinge pins,
sides rear seat.

Sufherland
Rnfigue Vehiele

EAST MELBOURNE
vrcToRlA 3002

(031 419 8166

available to members of
Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Historic

and "one make" Vehicle Clubs

WIDE CHOICE OF COVERS AVAI IABLE
INCLUDING

OOVERS FOR CARS UNDER RESTORATION

Xnsuranee
126.130 WE LLI NGTON PARADE



RECETPTS

INVESTIfiENTS

':

Ilumber Car Club ,of Victoria fncorporated..
9:tgtene4t, gf Receints arld ?a&rents

28, th Februai.y 1985 to 3l- st January 1986.

'. i ..'::.$.'c
PANIENTS

.Humberette:
:

tr\urclralsing
:to

Rent'

$e

].455. gC

59.75
145. rjo

737,39
159. $?

1l-11. i4

' 158.?4
163. 14

500. co

1201.93

_<

$569J.46

$1500.00'

1201.93
1500,00
1307.50
?15,00

40, o0

-

4764,4j

77.aa
160. oo

237.uJ

'. :t' : -'

fntenes.t

-

$5693.45.

Stoek A/e, State Bank, Elthan.
Balanee at 3f Jan. 1985

hinting,
Post, etc,

& Ser:vices
members

.dfuU Events &.Dinner
hesentations
Club Regalia
hlnring 

1 

0u"'"1; 
::"u"

Sund.ries
to fnvestment A/C
Balance Current A/O'

31 J€n. 1986

Debenture

STATEI,'IE}IT of CLUB ASSETS

at 31st January 1986.

Balanee of Cument Account
Balance of Debenture Stock Account
Regalia Stock on Hand

Club Reference library
Other Clnb Assets

Less liabilities at 31 Jan. 1986

Accounts for pa.yment

Subscriptions paid in advance

Nett Assets at 31st Januarv Lq86 845?7 , !"2



I'{INIITES OT ANNTIAL GENERT"I I.{EEIING EEIJD AT DMPDENE IIATL ON 2812/86'

MEEf,TNC oPEI{ED AT 9.1O P!t.

CIIAIRIIAI{: Hr. l{om. Hatt. '

APOLOGIES: As per Oeneral l{eettngi 2812/86.

MINUTES: Mlnutee of the prevldui fnnua! General lleeting on 22/2/8) uere accepted

" ,' , ,1, . . '.. Leas ldabtlttteg at ,1/1/A6'
: I . Nettlaseteg

iloved freasutsif s,Report' be recelved, a,bil Balanoe Shiet adopteil,
K. tlllllnott, seconded Y. Ullson.

lEtsS ISD STIBSCRIPIIOUS, tgd6/.lt It vec noved by R. Kennedgr, seconded l{. tdllllnott
rTtrat'the fees a,rrd Annual Strbacrtptlon aa recomended, by the Comittee
for the 1g86n Club Year be. acceit€d.n.

lilotloa cauled..
EIECBI0$ 0F OIFICERS AND COI.IMITIEE t{E{BElSr

There being no more than the raqulred nusber of nonlneca for each
posltlonr the folloulng nenbere yers duly declared elected ag Offlcers
and Comlttee Menbere of the Club for the 1995/7 Iear.

CIIIB OFFICERS:

SEPORIS:

STATEI'{EIIT 0F RECEfPIS t{p.nfXl@I9, 'Prcsenteil.b5r Treaeurer, Rob. Drnlop.
& CilfB ASSEIST:,',.,-'lga. : ::r

', Batrettoq C\rlretrtretrt lcoount

Re-elected President Bob Kenned;r then resuned the chair and thanked the Chairnan
for his assistance in conducting the neeting. After welconing the ney gsrnmi llss
and expressing the Clubrs thanks to those nembers retiring fron office, the
Presrdent declared the neeting closed. at 9.40PM.

The evenlng was concluded vith supper.

***1. i+*l t'H{ *{r-} l*I+ **{+

i

HI'UBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIT. INCORPORATED.

as read. l{ovcd:r3ob f,eqneily, secondeil Lloyil Eughee.

lltre annu4l rcpqrt'on thc:transaotiong of the club for the year 1955/6,

as publl.eheil ln tho EU{nEfiSTTE (fetnrary 1986)., yas.accepted on the
uotlon of Rob: .&ql.apr:,ggcoqded,'f,. Hllllnott.

. .j -.:.

E"rdA idil#;';:;;;i e/c
l12O1.g'
f1 ioo.oo
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Hi , chere ,

Noc a lot happening chis monthrthe magazlne has gone to prlnt too early to reporc
on Pearns Steam Day (chis has been brought about by the date of the A.G.M.

This month there is an lnteresting photo display of the H.C.C.V-Tas. Concours
held at Deepdene park in Melbourne i.n Nov.85. The photos were kindly supplted by,
our ever faithfull,hard working (read that as overworked!!) former Club Secret,ary
Margarett Willimottrwho collaced them cogether from various Vic. members and I had
the pleasure of productlon and layoutrhope you al1 enjoy them.

Everybody(In Tas. thac is,even though I did intend Ehem for all Members) should
have their updated Membership formsrlets hll try to make an effort to joln up a

new member. Those Humbers ar€ out thererlets rope trem in.

Last months article had a couple of interesttng replys and has even sPurred David
Yaxley into advertising hls 1938 Snlpe In the For Sale collumn this month. If this
is what happens when we put features in the Magazlne we better qult whtle we still
have some llumbers ln the Club.....only Joktng,onlyJoklng.

A reminder t,o.Tas. members of the comblned B.Y.O. barbecue run Eo Ulverstone ltich
che Restores Car Club of Tasmanla....Full detalls refer to last months Mag. All
are most welcome eo act,end and prornises to be a good day.

Hopefully you are all intending to resubscribe for t,he coming year as we have sorne

very interescing features lined up for the Magazlne. Nina Densley has plans to
migrate South( to stir the possum among you Southerners and generate a blc of Club-
manship among members. tsesC of luck wlch your plans Nina....give'rem heaps.

Next, month there will be a spectal feature on the restoratlon of a MkI Sceptret
well worth watching out for. regards Max.

TAS. CLASSIFIEDES.

FOR SALE:
TD-5E-uffigER SNIPE-Grey exrerior, Blue leather interior,65,ooO recorded miles,
original condition throughout. Workshop Manual included, documented details of
previous owners repairs ete. This car ls registered with the V.C.C.A. and ts
fully registered. Price $4500 Firm. Phone: 004-284106.

FOR SALE:
iii#;='HUMBER HAWK;Recently out of rego.rone or two minor mechanical problerns
to sort out. The owners would like this car to go to a good homeras they cannoE

afford to keep her. Price negtiable. Contact Bruce&Clare Jackson,P.O.Box43
Beaconsfield 7251 Tas.
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With best faces forwar
Concours cars await in
spectlon.

A 1Oth Anniversary
ttvisitortr under
close inspeccion.

C lass !.tinner, Tom

McAlpine's MKI

Snipe'poses ProudlY

Concours wlnner and

"l"lost Popular Carrt,
Keith Willimotcrs
!4kI Sceprre, demon-
s tra t,e s

4. 5.
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Bill Holmes waits
penslvely as C1ub
announces his imm-
aculace SeriesII
Snipe Estat,e as
Series Concours
winner.

Retirtng Club ehamp.
and currently oldes
ear on Club Registe
is Bob Kennedy's
t926 Roadster

That masslve MKIV
Snipe boot holds
many things

A study in Humber
srilles as cars
ieady for the
Kilmore run.

6.

Reigning "Car Of
Year" , Nancy But,t, t

Series IV S.Snipe

10.



JCONCOURS
''4&:+?itit*fui.

Foundation Club
Pres ident , LLoyd
Hughes, reminisces
during rhe l0eh
Anniversary cele-
brat ions .

l

t?i.i11.2.";'1.

Club Secretary,
l'{argarett Willimott
and Club President
Bob Kennedy look
ready to demollish
Ehe Anniversary cake

Wall co wall Humbers
at Deepdene Parkoval
celebrating 1O years
of Clubmanshlp.

14.
15.

Festivlties in ful.l
swing as Members cele-
brate the end of a
successfull Club year
at the Presentatlon
Dinner.10



Humber/THE GREAT CARS

THE HUMBER coMpAtly elweys proiccted en imege of
qurlity end comfort for their productq which lcd
inevitably to excess weight and cons€qucntty to hcl of
pcrformrnce. Their onc fony into thc world of high
pcrformancc was in r9r4 when thcy 6pcnt f,ls,ooo on
I three{r term for the Tourist Trophy, rrm et thc
Isle of Man, and it would be hir to sry that their
cffort was r dismal feilurc. Yct, ironirdly cnough,
designcrs who camc from Humbcr hrd e big hand in
the Bentlcy sports/racing cars and, latcr, thc Jeguar
concern.

Humbcr rre usually crcditod with producing their
first car in r9oo, rnd evcn thc rg74 owncrs of the
name, Chrysler United Kingdom Ltd, put the drte
of the first car at r 899. In fact, thc truc drtc of the first
model wrs 1896, when the thrce-horscpowct Forec.r
was unleeshed on e world avid for thc ncwfangled
mechaniscd trensport.

The company itsclf bcgan even carlicr, when Mr
Thomrs Humber opencd his pedal-cyclc sorks in

' Stretton Street, Nottingham, in 1868, to produce
r diamond-frame mrchinc which wes describcd et the
time es e curious-looking aontr.ption. In spite of this,
Thomas Humber quickly mede r nemc for a quality
anicle end soon outgrew the cepecity of his small
works so moving to Beeston, near Noningham, rnd
hrrning himself into e limited liebility company. Thc
first movc, to open the new works, clmc aftcr only
foui yearq in 1872, and it was five years hter thrt
Humber became r limited comp.ny (in 1877) with
Thomas Humber rs general manrgcr.

Curiously cnough, the rivalry between thc Beeston
worLs end the leter C-ovcntry factory lived qr wcll into
the motorqr era, rnd fans of the Bceston-Humbcr
s*'ore thet the workmanship wrs bencr thln that of its
'rival'-mrde by the seme oonccrn, Humbcr did well

' in thc cycling boomofthe nineties, but e dcstructivc
fire hit thcm in 1897, ten years eftcr thcy hed bccome e
limited-liebiliry oomplny, and they werc forced to
movc to Wolverhempton. This pioved to bc r tcm-
porary helt on the w.y to the Stoke arca ofCavcntry,
wherc thcy finally senled down. A signpoet onc mile
outside C-oventry on the Dunchurch rord pointcd the
travellcr to Humbertown, a sclfonteincd community

on twenty-two ecres of ground. Even in the very arly
days, many people paid {3o for r Beeston-Humber
pushbike whcn the'@mmon-or-gardcn bicycle' could
be bought for f,ro.

Although Hpmber crrricd the quelity imegc on
tiom cyclcs to qlrs, thcy elwrys eimod rt thc middle-
man or middlc-clesscs rathcr then the very bottom
and cheapcst scgment of the merlet, or the rich man
who wenicd the very bcst. They pitchcd their eim rt e

sound quality enicle ryith enduring -and endeering .

quelities rt . re.son ble middle-pricc. In spite of this,
their first cfrort, thc Forecer, owcd much to the
bicycle, with its spindly whcels end saddle for thc
driver, rnd e chair-type scet up front, ehead of the
driver, in ricycle rtyle; in frct, it looted like a triclcle
with e fourth wheel edded, Powcr was by way of e

modcst thrcc-horscpowcr single<ylinder cngine, with

u4Dova.' An 1899
Humber Phaeton. The
car was powered by a

3 hp air-cooled motor in
front, and was fittsd
with bclr transmission
and three speeds

Right: a 19O3
Humb€rete 5 hp. fined

with two gear levers
mounted on the steering

- clolumn; on-e e4gaged
high and low gears and

the olher forward and
rev6lse



THE GREAT CARS/Humber
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fop.' Humber's firn
effbn. the fbrfcar.
owed much to the

bicycle, wirh its spindly
wheel and saddle for the

driver plus a passsnger
seat mounted in front

Above ilght: the
Beeston-Humber 3O hp,

winner of the 1907
lsle ol Man Tourist

Ttophy heavy class; it
was driven by S. P

Mills with J. Swift as
mechanic

Above left: a 1914
Humberette. fitted

wilh a rwin-cylinder.
1085 cc engine

pedels providcd to help ir up hills. This elemcntery
end brsic mtchinc eppcrrcd et thc first l.ondon Motor
Show, held rt thc Imperid Institute in 1896. At this
time, Humbcr ceme under the influencc of the in-
famous Mr J. H. Lawson, who formed the British
Motor Syndicete in .n attempt to gain monopoly
control of the struggling British motor industry.
Lrwson tricd to buy up evcryone.nd evcrything in
sight, rnd one of his trme inventors wrs E. J. Penning-
ton of Chicago, whose Kane-Pennington cngines
powcrcd thc carly Humbers. situated at the rear of
coursc. Tlri curious MD Voiturettc shown bv
Humbcr et thc Stanley Show of 1899 was powcred bi'
a z|-horsepowet Dc Dion-Bouton cnginc, howcver,
driving the lront wheels, the rear wheels being
steered. There was rlso, about this time, another
device over which it is better perheps to draw a veil, thc
Humber Phaeton, driven by r mixture of belts rnd
gclrs to the rear axle. However, by the turn of the
century, Ltwson's empire wrs crumbling -and on z7
Mareh rgoo thc Humber company became Humbcr
Ltd, with cepital of {5oo,ooo, and independent of Mr
Lawson.

Humber then bcgan mrking the Humberetre, e
two-selter four-wheclcr with e five horsepower, water-
cooled engine, rnd during the following year (rgor)

l,ouis (iratrrlcn. l lrrcnch dcsignel now nunrtrcrcd
{rnong thc grc"rts, iointt thcnr irnd pnxlucctl lirr thc
tgoz motor sho*, a much morc ambitious machint. ,r

r2-horscpower four<1'lindcr mrted to r l'our-spccd
gearbx rnd fitted in r rubulrr frrme. This $trs N t'er\'
modern dcsign, with both hot-tube and electric
ignition, which wes shown q'ith r limousine bo'd1' with
curved plete-gless windows.

By rgoj, the Humberettc, still in production. had
been modernised end wrs on offer with e choice of
5, 6 or 7.5-horsepower engincs having. thc nes
four-speed gerrbox and thc chains rcphcc{ try shaft
drivc. Thc* cnrs were made hoth at Beestoh rnd irt
(irvcntrv rnd thcy pcrpcturtc'd thc rivrlrr h,c'iuccn thc
lwo llctorics. Orrc ol'thcir d:rring innrtr.irtions wirs :r

singlc-s;nlc stccrinF whr.cl. :rs uscd- in n(!t crirctlt
tht'slmc lirrnr--on (litrrtns in nxrrc rcccnt tinrcs.

It was during this pcritxl th:rt l'lumhcr cntcrt'tl ir

Bees-ton-Hugrbcr :4-horsepowcr mtxlcl lbr thc r9o7
Tourist tgqtty in the IilEoIillan iit-rh-eliciY.rchsg- 1
rnd won. This was e production modcl, though. rs fi
entries were then required to be, rather than a racing
mrchine. Meenwhile, C-oatalcn's t2 w.s so popular
thrt the comp.ny ran out of spacc at their Covcntrr
works and, ls soon rs their chassis hed wheels on, the3'
werc iushod into the strcet where the 'asscmbl.v line'

continucd .nd the m.ior units wcre fittcd.
Their later venrurc, in ttre r9r4 TT, was with a

true'recing cer desiineit by F:f. Burgcss, who-hter
move on to ioin W. O. Bentley and help with the
successful three-litre Bcnttey. His Humber racer rvas
astonishingly modcro, with four valves per cylinder
and twin overherd camshafts, claimed to develop
ncarly loo horsepower .t 32oo rpm from 3295 cc. The
clts w€nt well enough end very fast, but not one of
them finishcd the rrce. and thc war put a stop to en\'
further development of the only Humbcr sports car.

During World War I, Humber made aeroplene
engines and complcte aircrrft. Thcv had, in fact,
bcgun this work several years earlier, whcn thev
cla'imed to be thc only British firm making completi
aeroplancs. At thc rgrr general meeting of thc
companv, there was some criticism of the credit
balance of {rr,o38, and the chairmrn, It{r Duncan F.
Basdcn, referred to the setback caused by thc placing
on the mNrket of a motor car which did a great deal of
hrrm to the company, but unfortunately, did not
specify which model.

After the war, in which thcl had made z5 aeroplane
engines a week in rddidon to 6eld kitchens, shells,
bombs rnd fuse contrincrs. Humtrer Lid turned back
to cars rnd cycles rnd in 19z6 linked up with the

,L



THE GREAT CARS/Humber
the 8-horsepowcr crr. Onll trrvo )'ears later, the lo-t4
replaced the 8, anothcr u8 appcarcd and the rr
changed its name to rhc l:-zo. although it did hare
changes made to it likc the addition of rear-rvhecl
'snubbers'or dampers. a torquc tubc and a differcnt
frame. Ansthcr t$o ltars. to r9t2, brought yct
rnothcr ihangc, in thc hirth of thc firur-crlindcr
r r-horsegr*er, which Humber claimed was the 6r:t
such car with r monoblm c1-linder casting insterd of
thc scparatc c1'lindcn morc usual rt that timc.

A somenhat non-sundrrd tersion of thc rr, with
'strormliningn, ras drirtn at Brtxrkhnds by W. G.
Tuek, who n'es letcr one of the thrct TT drivers in
rgr4, rnd t<xrk thrc.c intcrnr-tionrl clars records under
thc namc of 'Thc Goldcn Bug" I\{atters wi:rc further
conrplicrtcd in r9r.1 shcn thc Flumbcrctlc of cight
uears carlirr camc bacL. in two diffcrent vcrsions. Onc
srs a two-x'atcr. sith :rn air<nlcd, twin-c1'lindcr
cnginc, which vrld lirr rtnlr' {r25. cumplctc uith ell
rouipnrcnt tikc r nintlrcrccn, hrxrd. lights and horn-
in-rhat cra usualll crtrls. 'l'hc rltcrnrtivc rcnion had

r wrtcr-ctxrled cnginc. hut $'ts still r twin. The rir-
crxrkd car was claixrl es l clclc-car rs it weighcd less

than scven hundrcdwcight. hut it wes rcally a scaled-
dosn 'proJrcr' crrr. riith ir thrcc-spccd gcrrbox,
prol^-llci shlft, qulrtcr-clliptic springs rt lhc rerr and

hrtf-('lliflics tl thc liont. irntl rack-and-pinion steeri-ng.
- ,.'l:his nuss ol'diflr,rt.oth-n:ururl. hut olicn similar.

l-

commersiel-vchiclc industry in tlre slrepc of Copmgr Above: a 1 91 4 llumber

C.iiltli"f Ulon. Tlrcn, in 1928, Hum-b6 bo'Cht thc Tourist Trophy racer; the

Hiltt"rl, Mot"t--Crr-Cggt9l0n -flryc worls-werc Gar waa designed bv

d-d-. tt Stotc. Hd,Frs-h.d sln*n profts of F. T. Burgdss;who ldrer " '
;;1h- ttoo'ooo yccrly, ug to 1926' whcn they movod on to ioin w' o'
fcll ro for.&. Bentley' The cat wits--l;G-ilit* 

ocriod from thc ad of World Wet I up extrcmely advanced lor

. Hu,'6.'t itivot"cnrcnt 1'ith t6 Rootcr femily in ns tiare: it had lour

,"or- .u, t|rcv t[.dc their rroet chffidtcd modcls, valves per cylinder,

i#nift ri b:E *"".*- litc thc Snipc erd Pullmen. opctated bv twin

nlitttc gtra of rgz3 end thc 4l p d ryzB rrr! fgtgd owrhead camshafts'

il-b"."i of viriteic cers rs'ilie epo'cc of Humber and dweloped nearly

"it 
t*.or"rrt. ;ith-thcir quicq rcfincd opcrrtion rnd 100bhp sl 3209rpm

c*struction'of high-qurliry mrrcrids widr e plcthore from its 3295 cc

of brass erd lerthcr. ?crformlncl w.s ncvcr thcrr
ii-rn ooint but thcv were srneioth end long-bsting lalr; a 1!D9 llumtrer

rrd iiisrru'to drivc.- two'seatet runabout

firc nrs posr-wer modcl w.s thc r5.9. Thc prc-wrr
riao*.t*,ro-rAl+-tor:go.!,cc -qrs- !1gi-94lgd- - *'""-'
to r Ll end I (.q horscpowct rcspcctively frrinr= I gzo to -

1922. Th€ 8/i8 rppeeicd in r9z3 with overhead-inlet
end side<xlrrust valves

modets mry bc thc rerson that so few Humbcr designs
havc becn given rccognition, and why the 8/r8 and
rql4o ue the only ones widely known in the vintagc
movcment. The only other well \nonn car is one of
the rhree rgr4 TT rrccrs which has survived in the
hrnds of a membcr of the Vintage Spors C-ar Club, but
it is not &nown if it is the rctual cer driven by thc
designer, Eurgess, himself. All these three crrs had
their engincs cerried in iub-frames-enother Humber
trrde merk=r tnrnsm,issiq.n blrtg*adiustable from the
coctpit, end r separete geerbox. In the nce, on€ qlr
seizcd r piston rnd the other two h.d ralve trouble.

Apen fron the Bceston-Covcntry ril-alr1-, the most
ilgeresting cen from {umber .yv.ere the two vintagc
modcls ahcrdy mentioncd,-thc8lr8 rnd ia/ao, rnd ihe 

'

latc Snipe rrd Super-Snipe, including tlre frmous
r.rtimc Wcstcrn Desert tourcr Old Feithful used by
Ficld Mrrshel Montgomery. There sere rneny oth€r
models, including thc a/zo, but thel' did not makc
history in quitc the srmc way. Curiousll' enough,
the Snipc wes dcveloped from the three-litrc six-
c1'lindcr zol55 of r927r r car of en entirell diferent
character.

In the rgze-r93o period, Humber mrde conserva-
tivc fimily cars pf quality end distinction but, unlike
other m.kers of similar cars (Hillman, Rovcr rnd
Wolseley, for instance), they did not go in for sponing
or even pscudesponing versions to run at Broohlends,
as was the fishion. lt is gcnerrlly conceded thrt thcl'
did not make any bed models, ap.rt from the un-
nemed villain of thc lgrr generel meeting, but they
did not pretend to bc rcnd-setters or perhrps, more
rpproprLtely, pace-mekers; they nere slow rnd
solid: wcll medc rrther thrn fftshr'.

The successful 8/r8 was typiiel It had 985ct to
propel rzcwt, rnd coil ignition, which *as new in
t9:3 whcn most peoplc would still be using mrgnctos
for years on. It hrd rhc famous Humber inlet-over-
erhrust vrlves, rnd rvlrs smooth rnd silent, ifcostly to
mahe. Although not cxciting to drive, it got rherc, end
wouU cover 35 milcs on e grllon of pe trol. The produc-
tion version wes a four'seater open tourtr which we
might nowrdays cell a e plus z.

Thc wey the 8/I8 cvolved wes t1'picel of the declinc
in thc srnrll popular car betwcen r9:o rnd tg3o. In
rge5, it chengcd its nemc to thc a/2o.nd w.s given a
slightly largcr cnginc rnd e much larger bodl', which
killcd whrt pciformrncc thcrc wrs. In r9e7, front
brrlics rcre rdded (lr trst) but, in 1929, pcople wcre
tircd of being out in thc werthcr. rnd salmn bodies
were the thing, so t srloon it bccame, hardly rble to
drag itself rbout evct with a vcry lon top gear of
5.5:r. ln this form, it lrsted only one ycrr.

The multiplicity of modcl numbcrs/nemes mrlcs it
.hard to follow thcir fortuncs, but thc [nsr-n.r to

Thc Humbcr oomp.ny vert ahrays innovetors but,
hevim triod sonrcthiirc, icndcd to stick to h cven when

it rt"{ Uccrr ovcrtrk6 bv cvents rnd bccornc old-
festrlonca uia arpcr*dcd h htcr dcsigr Lnorkt'g.ot
bcttcr idces. Errmplcs of this serc thc Prrctce on

ilit t*t Humbcrinc of usiru w.ter-tiglrt hingeson
thc sid6 of thc ndietor so thf,t it coub bc swung eside

;;;;t qr thc cnsinc, rnd imistcncc thrn front-whcel
bnlcs rert deng&oui. As r rcsult of thb bclicf' thcy
r"t ioa *r"L iac-ffcctiwransmissionbrale u-p to t928'
without cvcn supplemcnting it.

Humbcr's mritiip$ety of modeb b sorncthing ol r
numerolorist's nigfrtmaie, rnd wantuelly lcd Humbcr
into finuiiel tro-ubh. Whctt thc Huurbcrcnes were

il*;;d. both et Bccston end C-oventry, frun r9o5

onwirds, thcrc werc also 8-rE rrd 16-lo cars in

"t"a""til- 
rt Bceston rnd lo-tz, rz'r1 and zo-25

hoaeb coming out of Covcntry. Differcnccs were

slight rnd, itt ;906, thcy choppcd thc rrnge downto
the Bccstqr 16-zo end thc Lbvcntry rt-r{' I n€

Beeston bcest uscd I prcssed-stcel freme rnd I four-
.o..d cc"rbor. end th6 Covcntry one. rubuhr ch'ssis

riin e-ttrrce-ipcce bor, but tith hrd similer four-
cvlindcr cncincs.-'iationrlilrion 

did not hs long rnd by-rgo8.there
sas . tsirrc-rlindcr E, e .1o-horsclrcwer sax{yltnd€r
rntl rur tcs; 

-rhan 
four firur-cylindcr vcrsions, thc

ro/rz, r5 zo and 3o.
ttr*.-ir rsoo, t'llc rc-foimcd coipiny dmppcd thc

zz il I end icphccd thc 15 by r 16 wirh rhe ncw-
fenglcd dct$h.b-h whcclq which wcrc rlvi uscd on

?.

it'r,ry!:arl{erqqe{q*.}; 
tu-- *



became thc rzlr5 and the other modcl elrcadv merr-
tiomd, the t5.9,.bec:me, in turn, the po.pular r4l4o.
At rhe same time, the Snipe forerunncr, thc 2ol_l-5
appearcd, and finalll rhc Iight sir-q'lindcr r6/5o
completd the rrngr in rgzg. Middlc-cless perplt
bought these middle<lass models well unril lg3o
when the worldwide slump wrs in full swing, end
Humber became pan of rht Rootcs group.

From then onwards, a difcrcnt styh of crr srs
mrde. Ttre vintrge-pcrird Humbers hed benrfincd
from rhc go<d exhaust-r'alvc cooling of their inlcr-
ovcr-exhlusl srstem, which gtve:t pqrr power output
but long life. A Humber expcn hrs celcul*ed rhar in
the vintrge l'ears, more lhan 3oro@ cn$ srrc nrdi brfl
feser than 4oo hrrc surrired, \rhich is I pirl'. Lorrl
Rootes and his brother Rrginald r,rerc slksmrn ebotc
rll, rnd thcir firsr rcnturc with thcir ncr qrmpan!'qts
the rg34 HumtrcrJ'ogue, a strlish saloon dcsigrrcd to
rpperl to women drircrs, still conccntreting on the
qualitl- themc. It wes still :l luvy sr *irh.e srnall
engine (re horsepowcr) bur with'lnuc performance
than the earlier 6omph-m.rimum Humbers.

In rg.1r, though, the chairmen of Humbcr Lrd, Lr
C-ol J. A. C-ole, told thc gcnerrl mcetingof sbrreholdcs
thar thel' had had the blaclesr !ic.r cvcr. Humber, he
said, were healthier thrn Hillmen or C.ommer end hed
incrersed exports, but therr had been exchrnge
dilficulties a$ 'the uorld tud beoome seriously

- 
- 

- jmpor:er.ished'. Thcre rlas-. ul&-oldre-{r,25o,ooo
Humber-Hillman combin€ becoming r 'Gcneral

_ .lVlotors ol' (irvcntrr'' end tding ovcr t$o 6rher
C.oventry 6rms, but this renreined in the rcalms of
pure speculation rather than fact.

Thc lg3o Snipr sas a big lurury car with r big side-
valve enginc, latcr endowed with en rluminium
c1'linder head. Bodl-st1'les changed but rhe mcchrnical
prrts soldiered on, and madc verl gud milirrrl'
vchicles in r939, rhe alunrinium herd and light-
weight rvircless-rruck bodics (opcn nith il canvrs tih)
endowing tbem with r r.pid .ccelcretion rnd r gord
top spicd. In manv ra1-s it epitomised the Humbcr
philosophl-: build them strong, build them simplc
and build lhem to hst.
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The Prince of Wales
during a visit to

Yorkshire in'1933

Cenlre:1926 Humber
14i40; this was one ot

lhe nlosl populat
Humber nlodels :

produced lt was
'typrcally vintage

Hunrber in appeatance---
wil Ou,tr anct dignr{i&

rather than sporty I

Bottont: a 1936
Humber 12hp under-

going tests on the
country roads ol Devon
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Humber/THE GREAT CARS

L

Above lelt: a Humber
military stafl car ol 1941,

used by Field Marshd

., 
--!1!-o!!so-nsry-

Above right: the 1 946
Humber Snipe saloon

Above : the four-cylinder,
overhead-valve Humbet
Hawk Vl salooo of 1954

In the lest few years bcforc World Wrr Il. the
Rootes Group also took over the ailing Sunbclmi
TalbotlDarrrcq combine, with its then-modcrn fac-
tory in Brrlbl' Rord, Bavswater, West [.ondon. and
coftbined some products sii thCilhbiE itTi a sd-eilled
Sunberm Trlbot, which was mechanically a Humber
Snipe but *ith rn altractive new body style. There
was also a smaller Sunbeam-Talbot. which *'rs a'
Hillmrn trlint in disguise.

During thosc pre-wrr years, thc narnc Humber was

on e lew models rnd, rprn from thc Vogue, thc marque
tendcd to belong to thc chauffeur-driten segment of

Snipe bur, by this time, the Snipe was a much faster
end better-lonking car with an overhead-valve six-
cylinder enginc shared by the Humber Hawk model in
four-cylinder form.

Revei.tirig to the- rg3g/R:Teriod for-one momenr,
perhaps we should record thet the Rootes factories
madc onc of every seven British bombers, sixty per
cent ofermouicd cars and thirty per cent ofScout cars,
as well as 5o,ooo aero engines rnd assembly ofeo,ooo
importcd vehicles. How meny came from The Humber
has not becn irclated from thc total.

Although Humber had lost its seperate identity es r
company, it maintained its profile as a marque with
the distinctive Pullman of rg5z, the Imperial of
1964 and the Sceptre of 1967, rlrhough these shared
components-..with other Rootes models. In 1964,
Humber became en even smaller cog in en even bigger
mrchinc when Chrysler Corporation acquired .[6 pcr
ccnt of thc ordinary shares of the Rootes Group rnd
65 pcr cent of thc non-voting shrr.es...Later,.Chrysler,
who had p*d [z7,w,oo-for ia"inhiat xakc-in
Rootes, invested e further {zo,ooo,ooo and, finally in
1973, Chrysler United Kingdom Ltd beceme a wholly
owned subsidiary of the United States-besed Chryslcr
corpontion.

Thc thrusting pcrsonel sryle of the Rootes brothers
gave w.y to multi-national manegement end the
femily mcmbers have mostly disappered. All that
remained n ry74 of thc Humbcr tndition was one
modcl thc Sceptr€ (saloon rnd estate) which is a bedge-
variation on Hillmans with r7z5cc ohv engines. It is
pertinent to notc historically that the 1974 Scepre
offered roomph with about z8mpg from r7z5cc,
whercrs the much-loved r5/4o of r9z3 produccd only
4o horsepowcr from z8ib at a6obrpm, givini
probrbly not much morc thrn brlf thc sped for a
much heavier fuel consumption.

Aprn froor the two chssical vintagc modcli, the
8/r8 end r4/4o, probrbly more affection has been
generrtd for different reasons by the Snipe and
Super-Snipc limousincs, lerving out of eccount the
open tourcr military Snipes which also have their fans.
Lord Montgomery's Old Faithful was given back to
Rootes for their.muscum in 1954 after r million miles
or somc such estronomical 6gurc.

Thc Snipes werc thc rrditbnal cmbessy crrt whcre
som€thing imposing but less costly thrn e Ro-lls was
requircd, end thcre wer€ mrny shous ofengcf when
they finelly diseppearcd from thc scene. Th€ r4/4o,
ho*cver, must rcmain th€ ster of thc Humber con-
stelletion, rs thc 8lr8 wes criticiscd for its hct of
pcrformencc, elthough preiscd for ia econoriri.'

To quote from en apprecietion by Mr P. Buclnell
in Thc Cuardiar of I April 1957, elthough it ws not rn
April Fool iohc: 'Thc Humber r4/4o of rgzE is
pcrhape the best cer produced by the old Humber

v
the ma?kei, with Snipes-wideli-iisiil as,hire ind
flrneral crrs. Erentually' the marque bccame lost in the
badge engineering world of Hillman/Humber/Singer/

'SunbeamJTalbot, rnd thc Vogue model neme ceme
brck as e Singer, efter this amrlgamation had taken
plece in the first halfoftlre lgoo's.' 

We arc rushing ahead, though. World War lI srw
Rootes, including'The Humber' in Coventry, bact in
the aircraft and rrmament business, although produc-
rion of Humber carq including the famous Snipe
tourcrs and 1x.1 wirelcss trucks (which had four-
whect drive and were used as command caru bv
armoured regiments and gunners) wirs stepped uP to
meet th€ military demands. Hercules, Pegasus and
Nlercury rero engines came out of thc Coyenry
firctories instead of limousines'for British embassies
in foreign countries.
.After the rvrr, the Snipes.came bact and were

ioined by the Hawk, r lrrgish saloon with r smellish
engine (i267 cc), rrther in the old Humbcr trrdition of
comfon before pcrfnrmance. The original 1947 Hawft,
rn upriglu four-light srloon. gavc wly to thc hter
version which wes reallv r lirur-cylinder Humber



THE GREAT CARS/Humbsr

-tb imtrumcnts erc pcrfect, includirg rhc cigkd.y
ch€}.'

Ttrilticlc gcon forrcvcrel hudttd mrr& h rhc
srrre vcin, end & quotcd only to illmtrrtc tlrc frsti-
cism rround tlt eacicru Hurnbcrs with thcir quiet,
umssunrirq c{unc*cr. Thc Humbcr comp*ny itsef
doce rpt tscs to havc produced mrny nobblc
chanetcrr eEtmf itl ecopb, unlcsc thcir tdendr L"c
bc@nc lo6t ia tb wrpeny'r h'istory of nntc era -'
rfl!ycrta Thmue Hurnbcr himscfftp6ccntly dft*, , ^'
epgcrrod rittout trrc rs fu ls pctsort{ tcfrndigo in
thc errly deys ofthc aonrp.nyr ird did nc-gencrirc a
folt-hrc likc Witliem Moris or Hcrbcrt Aukin.

Thc Rootcs Brqthcrs rcrc certainly formideble
chencterq but thcy wcnc not stri€tly Humbcr mcn,.s
this was rhc only onc o[ thc marqucs and comprnies

4Dovc: the 1961
llumber Hawk saloon

Eelaw: a i9ti3 Humber
Super Snipe saloon
which had a 3-litrc

engins

Eoltom: maintaining
Humber's image of

luxury and qu€lity, ths
lmperial galoon

C-ompeny- It is- e typical vintrgc- Humbcr in its whidr. tlcy mcrgcd into thcir- greet cer-nieking
rppcrranoc-well built end digrdned-,rether-- thrn. -. emgitc.-fxr.iously enqugih, rp onc hes eigr written rrppclnne:xell built .rnd di6ined-,rether-- thrn. -. erngb.-C*i-ously enough, m onc f,es eigr wri
tpqthg. It has thc Gearun silver radhtor sith its bool rbqrt thc omplny, dthough pncticelly
rppc.nnc:xell oullt -tnq gl8lurec-,r1tter-- lDln..-. emgB.-ldlflgosly enqugh, m onc hrs cvlr wntten r
spcting. It h.. lho Gertun silver radhtor sith its boot qbout thc omplnl, dthough precticelly every
tUpittg sidcs:nd the coorplicetcd rdiustabh Auster possibh feoc of thc motorirry serc hes prodirccd 

"l \-/,windscreen rhich idcntify rll sn of thb melc. lcrst ooc volumc.windscreen rhich idcntift rll sn of thb melc.ndscreen rhich idcntify rll sn of thb melc. lcrst ooc volumc.
'Tlrc intcrior is roomy".rnd comfortebh. The serts If Humherr hed pursuod rheh onc venrurc inro

erc upholstcrcd il the tcsr hidc whidr" rftcrr4 ycrrs, compctition eftcr thc r9r4 TT r:cq thc comprny
is still in pcrfcct coldition. Thc doorr erc lincd with history rould hrvr bccn r differcnt story. As uc hevc
hethcr, .nd cloec vith e.s*irfying "clunt". Wbcn r scct\ thc cer's dcsilpcr, F. T. Burgcss, rcnt on to
dqon b opctrcd, r bmss pletc is rcveelcd strting fuin lVeltrr Owcn Bcmlcy, end thc thrcc-litrc Bcntlcv
"C-oeehwot by thc Humbcr ll'lotor C-omprny, Covcn- emcrged rith four velvcs pcr cylindcr, iust litc the
try". Ttc deshborrd is of hcavy mahogeny end ell Humbcr, but used e singh ovcrhccd carrCrrft where

Burgess hed uscd two. Tlrcrc art.srid to htvc been
--odrcf fugditracnccs'end" reordirg te onc .nony-

mous rritcr, thc threcJitre Bcntlcy 'rrw out of the
eshcs of thc Humbcr feilure'.

Thc otlrcr lint which Husrbcr hevc sith thc vorld of
ligh=pcdcn G b rha EilllJsy1rca, rho qrs chicf
cryimct of J.gu.r in thcir hcydey, rcm m Jrguer
frur llnmbcr s tlret, if thiryt.ad pcoptc hrd movcd
r linh'di&ru*Iy, thc steid.old Huabcr miglrt hevc
bcca r BcntlcylJegu.r high:pcrfcnrene machinc,
witlprn rny Auxcr *rccru rt ell G?
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OVERSEAS CORRBSPONDENCB

SEfrIES

Humber fregistror.

rt is now two years since the start of the Register and since issuing thef irst rot of forms in 1983, Ehe EoEal numbe r 'ot series cars on the Registerhas risen dramatically. Before continuing with the histo.y i'i-J"tuils ofsupg! snipes on t!" Register, r thought a breakdown of.u.i.n[-n,r*u.r"would be interesting.
Ilawks

Series t
IA
2
3

\-4
4A

2s
22
42
38
34
77

238

( Limo us ines 1 , Es ta tes Z,t(Estates 3)
(Estates 7')
(Estates 5)
(Limousines l, Estates 2l
(Limousines 2t Estates 7,)

Super Snipes

27

49
84

"36
67

T'5

(Limousines l,
(Limousines 4,
(Limousines 2,
(Limousines 3,
(Limousine l,
(Estates 14)

Series I
2
3
4
5
5A

Estates 5)
Estates 5)
Estates 3)
Estates f2)
Estates 6)

Imperials

(Limousines 1)

r would like to thank_everyone for this tremendous effort. rf you have notyet sent me details of your Series Eumber, r look forward Eo hLaring fromyou soon.

DAVI D. CI,ARK

v 36
vA 55

r02

Total cars 635

HOLD ON TO YOUR CAR

Have you noticed the lack of adverts in the Motoring press for Humber cars?certainry the prices of those that are advertised trive risen considerably.Those menbers who have attended the National Rallies over the past fewyears will no doubt have noticed the dramatic improvement in the quality ofthe cars on show- rt has often been said that Hirmuei", ttru margue used byDiplomatic Corps, VIprs, and Royalty are underrated. The situation ischanging- A1l this is due to ttre aitivity of .the pvHcc. so hang on to thatcar, it nay be worth more than you think.
Frank Barnes



ONE FOR THS RUCUHU

Jererny llayes one of our nw members asks on hle membership forn
application, whether his 196l Hawk Estate, which has cove.red 27A.000 rniles
from new without rnajor repair work, ls a record - can anybody better that?

THE I DI TREATITIENT

f was rea,cting an article in one of the Sunday supplements about the
D-Factor. No it's not a new additive to improve the taste of your daily
cuppa, but refers to the cost of depreciation when owning a new car. The
figures make interesting reading for exanple in 1983 the cost of the new
Ford Escort was €4200 and the carrs second hand (s/ttl value today would be
about 92800. The depreciation factor, or D-factor of 91400 or eI3.44 a
week, and thats before tax, insurance or petrol. But the cost does not end
there. Tf the car was paid for by hire purchase or bank loan as most cars
bought by the private sector are, the cost would be €4200 plus interest
bringing the total to about t5000. This would give a D-Factor of EZL per
week. If you move up into the family car market it gets worse. A 1600cc
Vauxhall Cavalier cost 97300 in 1983 in todays S/H market about 84200
giving a D-Factor of E29.75 and if you include interest you get a D-Factor
of €43.84 per week. If you move into the large car market the figures
become.somewhat frightening. A Rover 3500 cost 8L2,709. tn .1983 and today
S/H value about €5300 or a D-Factor of 861.39, or if you include interest
e76.34. Giving the Rover a D-Factor of e10.90 per day, and thatrs before \,/
tax, insurance or petrol.

Well, how does all that compare with Humber oiirnership. Well, we all know
what good value for money Humbers are, and from the cars that f have seen
advertised for sale prices seem to b.e rising. In the April 1982 edition of
Classic & Sportscar average prices for Humbers (average asking prices taken
frornr'Prait'ical Classics, T&CC, -E&M and many others) was'€665 for the Hawk
& €970 for the Super Snipe. In the August 1985 edition average prices for
the Hawk was €680 and E2OO5 for the Super Snipe, while the Hawk seems to
have onl.y held its own the Super Snipe has an appreciation factor of €1035
or an A-Factor of e10.35 per week.

I know these figures do not reflect true Humber values. I think they
reflect a general utrn*ood trerrd in Humber prices, So the next time your
neighbour is cleaning his new eurobox or riceburner and asks with a puzzled
Iook 'how can you afford to run such a large car' Give him the 'D'
Treatment.

o

-ALTAN BARNES

1967 SAUK SPECIAL PULTI{AN

occasional folding seats
B0DIED. Black. Jl 

'OOO 
miles.

to rear conpartnent.l
Glass Division and



HUMBER SPARES

HILIMA]{ SPARES & REPAIRS BLACKBURI{

ENGLISH SPARES GAI]ORE

AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST RANGE HUMBER PARTS
NEW o RECONDITIONED o SECONDHAND

While our first concern will always be Rootes Group Spares, we have now moved into stocking all
model English Spare Parts.

Workshop equipped to recondition engines transmissions, most components stocked on a changeover basis.
We do buy Hillman Humber BMC cars for re-sale or restoration or (heaven forbid) wen wrecking.

Contact FTG yard.

MAIL ORDERS
We recommend C.O.D. post for speedy delivery.

HILLMAN SPARES AND REPAIRS
178 Whitehorse Road,

Blackburn, Victoria, 3130.
Telephone: (03) 877 4311,5 lines

Postal Address: P.O. Box

WRECKING YARD
1098 Burwood Highway,

Fbrntree Gully, Victoria, 3156.
Telephone: (03) 758 2675

19, Blackburn, Victoria, 3130.



SHANNON INSURANGES
(utc) PTY. LTD.

THE CLASSIC GAR

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

DON'T BE PENALISED FOR OWNING AN EXOTIC CAR -
YOU NEED OUR SERVICE

Classic Car Enthusiasts have been taking advantage of our Insurance
Schemes since the early 1970's and as we move into the 1980's the

advantages of our CI-ASSE CAR INSURANCE SCHEME continue to grow;
compare these points with your existing cover now.

. Choose own Repairer or use our
selected Body Shop near you. Full No Claim Rating transferable
from any other insurance
Company

o Competitive Premiums. Personal Contact and Service. One Policy for all your Classic
Cars

GENERAL BUSINESS - We are also very competitive in all types of
lnsurance cover from domestic to business, and can assist with all
matters without obligation.

Agreed Value Policy means no
hassle payout in a total loss
situation
Windscreens - One claim per
year will not affect No Claim
Bonus
First right of refusal to obtain
the wreck

SHANNON'S CI-ASSIC CAR
CENTRE PIL

32'I WARRIGAL ROAD, CHELTENHAM, 3192
TEL: (03) 584 7266

OPENTDAYSAWEEK




