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THE HUMBER CAR CLUB Of VICTORIA
P.O. BOX 35, FRANKSTON, 3199

23 HIGH STREET, WATSONIA, 3087

COMMITTEE 1983/1984

877 3208
397 7836
43s 6354
43s 6354
818 5829

7624180
7624180
72s 9884
460 4505

(qst)2'7 47ss
568 8437

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY
ASST. SECRETARY

TREASURER
SOCIAL SECRETARY

ASST. SOCIAL SECRETARY
EDITOR

ASST. EDITOR
TECHNICAL OFFICER

LIBRARIAN

Lloyd Hughes
Bill Holmes
Margaret Willimott
KeithWillimott
Peter Shelden
April Beardsmore
Brian Beardsmore
Jack Waring
Barry Bosnich
Tom McAlpine
Paul Carter

SOCIAL CALENDAR 1983

March 25th

March 27th

April 25th

April 3lst (Sat)

May l5th
May 27th

May 29th

June 1lth to l3th

June Zth
July lOth

General Meeting

M.G. Concours

Anzac Day March

Camberwell Chamber of
Commerce May Festival

Air Museum Point Cook

General Meeting

Vintage Drivers Club
Display and Swapmeet,

R.M. Showgrounds

Echuca Steam Rallv

General Meeting

Roast on the Spit
Williamstown Primary School

July 22nd

August 14th

August 26th
September 23rd
September I lth

October 9th
October 28th

November 6th

November lzth/l3th
November 26th (Sat)

December 4th

General Meeting
Talhoff Restaurant

Warburton.
General Meeting

General Meeting
President's Run (Mystery

Trial)
Wolseley C.C. (Car Khana)

General Meeting

Concours d'Elegance

Bendigo Swap MEET!!!
Presentation Night (no

general meeting)

Christmas Run
(no general meeting)

The Club meets on the Fourth Friday of the month (except
Deepdene Park Hall, Whitehorse Road,

December) at 8.00 p.fl., in the
Deepdene.

INTERESTING EARLY HUMBERS
1912 HUMBERETTE
4 cylinder
side valve

1923 HUMBER 8/I8
4 cyl. o.h. inlet

side exhaust.
985 c.c. 7'ljYz " wheel base.

1933/34 SNIPE 80

6 cYl. side valve
3498 c.c.

10ft and I0'4" wheel base

Similar cars owned by
Norm Watt, Doug Shone
and Lloyd Hughes.
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II{E HTJMBERETTE MARCX{ 1984

PRESIDENTIS REPORT

With Bill Holues being eleeted President last nonth I thought ny days
of writing Presidentrs Reports were over but as Bill is still recovering
fron his operation, the task has fallen to me once more.

First I utrst congratulate Bill on his appointment and also the other ne$
meders on the Coamittee - .I hope that new people will give us new ideas
and a stronger conndttee.

I dontt know if any Htrnber Club nembers attended the All*Anerican Motor
Show on the 4th, I could not go because our firn had a conference which
continued over the weekend. A couple of our nenbers had volunteered to
assist there, though.

By the tine you read this the lrG Inter Club Concours will be over and
the British Motor Shou will be on two days after our March neeting. Let's
hope there is a good showing of Hunbers at each event.

If the orgenisers agree we hope to sell some raffle tickets for our portable
TV set at these two outings. To give a chanee to ell our own me,nbers on
this, it is planned to include a few tickets in this nonths newsletter -
so send us back an extra dollar or trro with your subscription renewal -
tickets are 2 for $1 or 5 for$2 and these little TV sets are ideal for
a second set, in a c*rildrs roon or to take away to a beach house or
when cautrring. They also work fron a 12 volt car battery.

All bookings are now in for the National Hunber Rally at Dubbo arrd this
prouises to be the biggest neeting of Australian Hr.unber enthusiasts
ever - with nenbers from Queensland, N.S.W., Victoria, Sth. Australia
and hopefirlly sone people fron the new Tasmanian Club all attending.

Unfortr.rnately I have just heard that Sid Hunphreys nay have to cancel his
booking for Dtrbbo as he has a bad case of shingles.

One thing I overlooked in last months list of thank-you votes for the
outgoing eomittee was the work done by Sybil. Waring in assisting Jack
with getting the newsletter out. There always is a silent helper behind
the editor, it seems, for we didntt realise for many years when John
Browne was editor that Marie did a lot of the work and when I was editor
I think Pan did the Lionrs share of the work. Anyway, thanks again
Sybil.

Happy Hunbering,
Lloyd Hughes.

******** ** *:* * * *.*.*rk*.**.*r**** ** * ** *** * ** *** ** ** * *** * **** * ** ***:l*******!t* ****

COT{ING EVENTS

!fiarch: British Motoring Show:

- 
PLACE: Menbers Car Park at Flemington

Race Course (Melway ref 42 Fl)

DATE: Sunday 25th lrlarch

TIl,lE: 10an - Spn

ADMISSION: Participants, $1.00 ea; $?.lg t*ilySpectators, $2.00 ea; $5.00 fanily

U
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British Motoring Show:

ARRANGEMENTS: Park Beside Club Banner.
Refreshments available at ground or
B,Y.O. picnic lunch.

April: Leisureland Fair Club Run
PLACE: Leisureland Fair, Dandenong-Hastings Rd. t

tangwarrin (Melway ref. 156 E11)

DATE: Sunday Sth Airril

TIlvlE: l1an - Spm

ADMISSION: Full Day (allows free use of all facilities)
Adults $4.00 ea; Child $s.00 ea.

Half Day, Zpm - Sprn (exclude use of BBQ's)
Mults $2.00 ea; Child $2.00 ea.

ARRAI,IGEMENTS: Meet in Car Park at Leisureland at 11.00an
BYO BBQ food.

(There are plenty of BBQrs at the park, plus
shelters, also a kiosk selling icecream, drinks
and hot pies). r.;_

NOTE: If corning for afternoon only enquire our where-
abouts at the entranee building.

********** *** ********** **************** ************************ **************

MINUTES OF GENERAT MEETING OF HCCV HELD ON 24.2.84 AT DEEPDENE HALL DEEPDENE

Ttre President opened the meeting at 8.30 prn and welcomed the 28 nenbers
present.

A special welcome uras accorded to new member, Melissa Dunlop, series II
Vogue.

APOLOGIES: Bill and Joan Holmes
Robert Smith
Gordon Price

MINUTES: Minutes of the last meeting as printed in the newsletter
were accepted as read. Passed Jack Rhuede, seconded Keith
Willinott.

BUSINESS
ARISING: Use of the Deepdene Hall for November meeting has been

confirmed.
Inquiries to be made re a special evening at Shannonrs
Classic Car Centre in May.

CORRESPONDENCE:

IN: C. Curuning - sub renewal
E. Peters - Magazine ad
B. Bradford - Quotes for Key Rings
M. Heazlewood - Car badges
M.G. Car C.lub - Inter Club Concours
L. Bennett- Rally report and judging sheet
G. Philpott - Resignation
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CORRESPOI{DENCE cont.

IN: D. 0tNei11 - C.ars for sale orr swap

OUT: M.G. Car Club - 1984 Concours
Trustees, Deepdene Hall - Hire for Novenber
2 Membership application fo:cms.

NEWSLETTERS: Rover, Daimler/Lanchester, Wolsley, Austin M.V.C.,
C.H.A.C.A., Humber Clubs of Sth Australian E N.S.W.

TREASLJRERTS Current bank balance is $1027.20 plus $700 in fixed
REPORT: deposit.

Accepted B. Bosnich, D. Judd.

LIBRARIANS PauI reported that the loans systen was ftrnctioning well
REFORT: with one new book (Automatie Borg/Warner Transnission)

being donated this month.

EDITORS Jack stated that new covers would be needed for the nerct
REPORT: nagazine. L40 magazines had been sent out this month.

It was suggested that advice be sought on operation of
the club addressograph machine.
A deeision rrnuld also need to be nade whether to continue
the paper bags for posting or adopt envelopes.

* GENERAL Badges and T-Shirts: The T-Shirts should finally be ready
BUSINESS: next week. An indication of interest in cloth badges

(for caps, jackets etc.) was requested. Sanples of these
and key rings can be seen at Chirnside Park.

Club Handout Cards: A further batch to be printed and
given to nembers.

March Events: Members were reninded of the American and
British Motoring Shows and the M.G. Concours.

Bendigo Weekend (June): Motel roons and cabins or vans
at nearby caravan park to be booked according to members
requests.

Woodwork Veneering: Barry Bosnich has details of a Bayswater
finn r.*rictt he found satisfactory.

Des Judd reported on a 1934 10H.P. book for sale.

Pat Daly requested information on the possibility of honorary
nenbership upon the resignation of long-standing members.

It was noved by M. Willfurott, seconded Bob Kennedy that a
letter of thanks be sent to George Philpott for his
servise to the club.

There being no further business the general meeting was
closed at 9.20 pm and all conurittee positions declared
vacant for the Annual General Meeting.

**:r*** ** ** * *** *********** **** * * ** * * ** * ** * ** *** * *** * **** ********** **** *:l****



MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL II,IEETING OF H.C.C.V. HELD ON 24.2.84 AT 9.20 PM

Des Judd was called to take the chair for the Annual

Noninations were then called as follows:-

POSITION: NOMINATIONS:
President: BiLl Holnes

Vice President:

General Meeting.

sesretary:
Asst. Sec:
Treasurer:

Editor:
Asst. Editor:
Technieal Officer:

Asst. Tech. Officer:

Social Secretary:

Bob Kennedy (declined)
Keith Willinott (declined)
Gary Rowland (declined)
Lloyd Hughes (accepted)
Peter Davenport (accepted)

ldargaret Willinott
Keith Willinott
Peter Shelden

Barry Bosnich
Lloyd Hughes
Ton McAlpine (accepted)
Bob Kennedy (deelined)
Peter Davenport

Kara Brown (accepted)
Nancy Butt (declined)
Nancy Kennedy (declined)
Keith Willtunott (declined)

ELECTEED:
Bill Holnes

Lloyd Hughes

Margaret Willinott
Keith lrli11i^urott
Peter Shelden

Barry Bosnich
Lloyd Hughes
Tom McAlpine

Peter Davenport

Kara Brown

Asst. Soc. Sec. Pat Da1.y Pat Daly
Librarian: Paul Carter Paul Carter

Publicity Officer Jack Waring Jack Waring

Registrar: Nancy Kennedy Nancy Kennedy

AOIvK Delegate: Lloyd Hughes Lloyd Hughes

Des Judd offered congratulations to the new 1984 Comittee and called on Vice
President Lloyd Hughes (in the absence of the new President) to take the Chair.

Lloyd thanked the previous Comittee for their good work and welconed new
Coruuittee members.

The neeting closed at 9,45pn.

**************************************** ************************** ****** ** ** ***

SECRETARYIS NOTES:

With annual elections once nore behind us werre all off and rolling for 1984.

The Secretaryrs notes will be just that this nonth - brief and to the point!

Firstly, a big welcone to all new Comittee Menbers and thankyou for volunteering
youT seffices. Itrs a lot of fun and there is mrch personaL satisfaction to
be gained fron sharing your skills with the Club.

Staarp enthusiasts lnay be interested in the issue this nonth of a series of
309 Veteran and Vintage car stailnps featuring. early Australian cars, the
Thonson, Tarrant, Australian Six, Suunit and Chic.
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SECRETARYTS NOTES: cont.

The stamps are iszued to coincide with the 50th anniversary of Australiars
Oldest Car Club, The Sporting Car Club of South Australia and are on sale
for two weeks from March 14th.

Travellers along St. Georges Road Fitzroy may have noticed a rare sight
lately. Parked amongst the Jaguars, Rolls and Mercedes in the high class
Astra tlire Car Service is a gleaming blue series Hawk, itts certainly keeping
the best of eorpany.

National Ral1.y is nearly upon us - I know of nine Victorian cars going W.
For the benefit of anyone contenplating a brief visit the progran is printed
elsewhere in this newsletter.

Our Queens Birthday weekend trip is to Bendigo this year. There is a choice
of accomodation between motel and caravan park van/cabins. The Bendigo
Motor Inn and Rogerrs Caravan Park are almost opposite one another on
either side of the Calder Highway and there is plenty to see and do over
the weekend.. Ian McCahelle, one of our Bendigo nenbers, will be looking
at suitable places for us to visit. We need to make bookings for Bendigo
before Easter so please return your slips to either Kara or nyself as soon
as possible.

I love the luxury of the Snipes and think they canrt be beaten for confort
but Vogue orimers rqill be interested to hear that Ron Palfrey'nan fron the
N.S.W. CIub has taken out the N.S.W. concours title with his Series II
Vogue - quite sone little car I believe.

Hope to see you all at Deepdene on 23rd.

*** * ***** *:l* ** * **** **** *** ** * * ** ** ** **** * ***l--:-".::-* **** *** ********** *****

SOCIAL SECRETARYIS REPORT

My name is Kara B.rown, f am your new Social Secretary until June and Pat
Daley is the Assistant Social Secretary.

We have a portable black and wtrite T.V. set to be raffled, the tickets
are 50f each or 5 for $2.00, the date for the raffle drawing will be
notified in the April newsletter.

On Stmday the 8th April is a trip to Leisureland which is on the Dandenong-
Hastings Road. We will be meeting there at 11.00 au, which is opening tilre,
it is $C.OO per adult and $3.00 per child. The entrance fee covers all
the rides and usage of barbeeues etc.

Sunday 25th March is the British Motor Show which is held in the car park
at the Flenington Race Course fron 10.00 an until 5.00 prn.

Flope to see you all at Deepdene on the 23rd.
Kara

******* *** *** **** ** * *** * ***** * ** *** *** **:***** ***** * *** **** ********* * ******** *

I.IATIOI{AL RATLY REPORT

The rally is now only a few weeks away and this will be the last rally
report. I wish to thank the nagazine editors for their co-operation by
publishing the reports. Copies of the concours judging sheets have been
sent to the club secretaries for their membersr perusal. The prograttme
and rally cost lists have been sent to all who have booked.



MTIONAT RALLY REPORT cont.

0n Good Friday we will neet for a picnic lunch and get-together at one of the
picnic areas inside the Western Plaj-ns Zoo. On Friday night a getting-to-know-
you social at the Pipe Band Hall, in Darling Street r.rill connence at 7.30pm.

On Saturday norning at 11.15 a.n. we will notorcade through the nain shopping
centre to Taylorrs Oval for the Concours and Static Display. There are bookings
for 100 for the dinner at the R.S.L. Club, Starlight Room on Saturday night.

On Sundiy we will travel to Wellington to see the caves and enjoy a picnic
lunch and sightseeing. Sunday night the concours and Pride of Ownership
awards will be presented at the Starlight room at the R.S.L. club followed by
a discussion on inter-club activities and ideas.

Any rnenber booked into Poplars Caravan park who wish to stay on after 10.00
a.n. Monday are advised to contact the park to book the additional nights
required. Al1 on-site vans are now booked.

Over 100 people have booked and 44 cars are coning, so the notorcade and
display should be an inpressive sight.

See you there, and Happy Hurnbering -v\r kili;",[H;::,,.
***************** **** ****** ***:* ******** ******** **** ** **** * * ********* * *************

REMINDER

Menbership subscriptions are now due and payable before the next meeting if you
wish to still continue getting your copy of the Hunberette.

Subscriptions for 1984 are:-

Full Mesrber (City) $ls
Full Member (Country) $10
Associate Member (not owning

a Hr.unber) $10
Farnily Menber (husband, wife
and adult children living at
sane address) $zo
Country Mernber (Fanily) $tS

The only change fron last year is the fo:rnalisation of the fanily membership
with a $20 fee for city fanilies and $15 for country fanilies.

Naney Kennedy, our new Registrar, will be looking to issuing arr updated
nenbership list later this year. Please make her task easier by conpleting the
membership renewal form in this. Hurnberette, especially the description of Hunbers
owned, so that we can keep our records up to date.

******************** * **** * ***** **** *********** ************************************

FOR SALE

1956 MK VI Humber Hawk, No reg. Needs restoring motor runs, has overdrive.
$150.00 o.n.o. Kara Brown S70 8109



FOR SALE

Body parts series V.A. Doors, hoot lid, seats, bonnet etc.
Wrecking whole car, no engine. 72O 2951 B/Hrs

Series IV Snipe, V/Goodtintefior, exterior good, blue with white
. roof, reg. May R.W.C. $ggg.00 Yarra Valley Toyota Lilydale. 735 5555

':
1961 Snipe V/Good inside and out new motor 18nths ago reg. June.

, $eoo 21t-t79l B/Hrs 435 6697 A/Hrs.

1965 Vogue-Manual No Reg. Plenty spares neat vehicle.
$200.00 787 28SL

Series V Snipe New Motor $Z6OO.OO
Hal Cogger, 68 Beach Road, Hampton 598 2961

**********:r** *****.****** **** *** ********* ** *** ************ **********************

WANTED TO BUY

Instrtnnents for 1926 Hurnber - Jaeger Clock and Jaeger Speedometer both with
silver dia1s. Bob Kennedy 789 5119

Marcasite Jewellery - watches, bracelets, earings, pendants, necklaces, rings
etc. Nency Kennedy 789 5119

Eiderdowns - 2 single bed size - do not have to be a rnatching pair prefer in
good condition. Nancy Kennedy 789 5119

Complete seats suit Series IV Snipe, prefer grey.
George Hawes 707 L56A.

*******************************************************************************

Htn,IBITS

In 1908 Humber arranged their engines to crank anti clockwise "as did
Cadillac and Brush in Anerica"

I - The object being to avoid the risk of a broken wrist in the event of a backfire.
L-' On such designs one was likely to break oners shoulder instead.

The 1912 11 h.p. four-cylinder Humber was clainedtobe the first nonobloc rrfourrr

ever produced. A special streanlinedversion known as the 'rGolden Bug", broke
three-international class records at Brooklands in the hands of W.G. Tuck.

The official records of motorcycles in possession of the British Armed Forces
at the Armistice in 1918 lists a grand total of 47,932 unj-ts. The najor
suppliers were Douglas 1.8,515, Triunryh 17,998, Phelon and Moore "Panther'f
3383, and in conparison Humbers contribution was only 1L. The firm did
supply.the Russian Gove::nnent, with 500 side car outfits enploying the 500cc
air cooled single.



TASSIE TOPICS

On ttre March long weekend the fanily and I went to Devonport and Burnie. We left
Launceston at hmch tirne on Saturday in the Ser 111 wagon loaded to the hilt.

I drove the wagon and Anne drove a very nice Ser 14 Hawk which was bought by
BriarrandPatLeeofDevonport.Bothcarswentverywe11

After arriving at the Leets place we vrent over to Wesley Vale to neet David Yaxley'.'
and had a look at his 2 Humbers. He has got a MK V Hawk and 38 Snipe which are
2 very nice looking cars.

0n the way back to the Leers we picked up a Ser 1 Hawk from over at East Devonport.
It had been sitting in a yard for sonetine, after a few primes the old girl fired
into'life and Brian decided to drive it hone.

On Srmday afternoon Brian and his fanily and my family went through to Burnie to
see Max and Pam Heazl,ewood. Max found a couple of Snipe Ser IV Anbulances, so
we went and checked then or.rt. We decided to purchase both of then for $150.
They are beyond repair, which is a pity, one of then would have been good for the
flag ship of the club. There are plenty of parts on then that can be used, so if
anyone is in need of parts contact Ross or Max.

After looking at one anbulance on Sunday afternoon r^re went to West Park and had a v\
B.B.Q. tea, which went down real well. Sunday night was spent at Maxrs place
looking at old humber books. He has got rather a good collection. We also
inspected Maxrs MK 111 Snipe which he is restoring. The old girl will look very
nice when finished.

Monday norning was spent on tuning the wagon, this was well overdue and is now
going like a train. Monday afternoon we went and chased up the second ambulance.
After a big sob story about our club in Tassy the fellow at Wynyard told us we
could buy itoffhin for parts. So that is how the Leets, Heazlewoods and Bromleyts .

spent our long weekend.

Just a reninder about Rutherglen on Easter Monday, the people who are going fron
Launceston, could they neet at Coralwall Square at 9.30-10 orclock. We will
travel to Rutherglen in convoy again.

Just a reminder tothosepeople who haventt paid their fees, please pay thern as
soon as you can as I have to send the noney to Vic to covel costs of the
newsletter and postage \\

Well that is about all for now.

Hoping to see you all at Rutherglen Easter Monday. Lets make it a day to remember.

Remenber Humbers never die they keep croppinguphere and there.
For H.C.C, Tas
Ross Bromley.

Also a correction to last months newsletter, Brian Lee has a Ser 1 Hawk not a Ser
1 Snipe and also a Ser l-A Hawk now. My rnistake.

FOR SALE

2 Series V Snipes
Mr M. White, 54 tord Street, Sandy Bay Tas.
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On Fbiday ncning naka your oilr way to ttre Xegtern Hlains too. Shm your mnberehip
cartl to ltlentlfy yourself as belng rith the hrnber Natlonal Rally and concession rateg
riLl a^rp1y ee fo11or8:- Adults t4.2, Chlldlen I 2.2O knsioners $2.50. Barbeeue
fecilitles and picnic facilitiee are available for a picnic type lunch rhere you are
invited to nir and cet nith menbers floo other gtates.

0n Friday evening please com to the Pip Band EalI, Darling Street for a getting-to-
trror.yousocis.l gathering ( 7.OO p.n. to 11.3O P.to.)

Shops will be olnn in Dubbo on Satrrrday norning. Saturday norning is free until tlre
motecade to leave the swin'n{ng pool, talbrager Street at ll.li a.m. All cars are
requested to take part in thig notorcade - at the conpletj.on of drich the care wlll
be parked, in faylcts Oval iihere the Static Dlsplay and Concours will be held dr.rring
liaturday afteraoql.

The clinner on Satrrrday evening eoIurnences et /.OO p.n. at the R.S.L. Club on the ccner
of Brisbane &. ifingesana strJets (Starfieht Rocne)

Srrnday nornj,ng ne learre at 10.0O a.n, for ,fellin€ton to visit the lirestore carrcs
travelling in convoy vrhere possible. tunch at Jelllngton. Sunday afternoon is free
for sight seeing and nake your olzx rqy back to Dubbo. Sunday night at 7.10 p.m. se
vriLl meet at the R.S.L. Club agein for the presentation of trophies follored by
a general conferenoe.

-
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Veteran cars are those built before December ,l 918' Cars built

b"il;;b*;b"r- l9l8 and December 1930. are regarded as.

belonqinq to the vintage era. Two veteran and three vintage.carS

Ipiu"i ititit-it tetiit oittu.pt - all were production models'

assembled in Australia.

Thomson 1898
ii;;';6;;;pdl"d rhornton motor bugsv was a whollv...
Aritii'im iit,'u.'iiriuv trte nerxrt Tnomsoh Engineering works at

Armadale, Victoria.

Tarrant l906
A;;t."lildtiqned and built' the Tarrant "runabout 'was or€ of

;;;;i ;;;Ciioar.J uv tolonel Harlev Tarrant at the Tarrant

Motor 6 Engineering Co, Melbourne'

Australian Six t9t9
TffiiliilJ;itrifiun six was desisned i1.nust1all3 and assembled

from imoorted components. Originilly built by F H Cordon C Co'

ii;;'i;;ii"* e"v' nr5w, thev wer6latei produced bv Australian

l otors Ltd. Ashfield, NSW.

Summit 1923
fh" i"ui..uf inaer Summit tourir was one of several models

ust"*Uf",i UV Summit Motors of Sydney' Components were

imported. mostlY from America.

chk 1924
iltnE ior Australian conditions. the Chic was assembled by
:it i.t-iuit Limited of Adelaide. using mainly British components'
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l. antrencc buildlng (a)
2. crr park (c)
3. bkr (b)
l. flunr rcacrve (c)
5. lrka (b)
5. goff drlvlng ranga (b)
?. rhort holc golf cosr:c (b)
E. 4{I trrck rsnior (b)
9. dlX trck Junlor (b)

10. klorr {c)
ll. rrtr flux and bort ridr (c)
12. hrr (b)
13. tnln ctction (a)
i4. r.t r rlldc (c)
t5. tnln rtrtion (b)
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l?. largc rdvtntun PllYgsound-(b)
18. tennis rnd nrtbrll courtr (c)
19. train rtetion dc)
20. kiosk (b)
21. sports oval (b)
22. train ctation (a)
23. catourrt (trry-go-reundl '(r)
24. chsit-.Fplrna rlde (r)
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HUMEER HOTORCYCLES

t868 to 1932

It was in 1868 that Thomas Hu@er, later to become one of the greatest
names in the world of transport, started productlon of the velocipedes
at his workshops in Nottingham. Humber bicycles were of such qual ity.
that they were the choice of three generations of British Honarchs and
the company he established was responsible in the course of time for..
the production of motorised bicycles, trlcycles, quadri-cycles, trjcars,
motor cars and even aeroplanes. Like Harold James, Thomas Humber had
ceased association with his company by the time the motorised transport
came into being, but he at least I ived to see the nrotor vehicles bearing
his name in popular use. Based at Beeston, Coventry and lJolverhampton
in the l'lidlands of England, the Humber works by the 1890s were resonsible
for rnost reputable bicycles and tricycles, l8!2:lwas a significant year
in the life of Humber. lt was that year that Humber introduced the
supported diamond frame which was adopted as standard by the cycle and
rptor cycle industry for the next sixty years. The company made its
last ordinary or pennyfarthing bicycle that year, and also made the most
important change of all, when Thomas Humber resigned.

It was not until 1895 that the first experiments with engines were
carried out at the Humber factory under the guiding influence of
H. J. Lawson. Experiments were at this time also carried out for a
short period on an electric tandem cyclc. The first Humber experimental
motor cycle was ready by 1896 based on the Kane-Pennington design, the
patent of which Lawson purchased for 109000 Pounds. The experiment was
a disaster. Success was to follow, however, with the manufacture of the
popular Leon Bollee and De Dion type tricyoles for which Lawson again
held the patent rights.

1899 saw the introduction of the first four-wheel Humber, a De Dion
type quadricycle followed by the H.D. quad with a single cylinder engine
driving the front wheels, while steering was supposedly acheived with
the rear wheels.

The company re-formed in 1900 under different management as.Humber Ltd.,
and the manufacture of motor cycles from that time was solely at the
Coventry- or Beeston-based works. Humbers were experimenting with nptor
cars at the same times as motor cycles. The first Humber motor car proper
entered the scene in 1!01 and production of rnotor cycles began in 1902
with two models, one of which was beltdriven with a Minerva engine, and
the other chaindriven. The latter was made under licence from Phelon and
I'loore and proved without doubt to be the finest design of, its era. One

of the most successf ul Humber. motor tricycles v'ras the 0lyrnpia Tandem
which carried a passenger in.a basket chair in front of the rider

One aspect of the early Humber motor cycle which attracted attention was
the use of the free engine clutch. By-,1905 Humbers had entered the
coach-built tricar scene with another 0lympia nrodel. Hotor cycle production
was suspended for f.our years between, 1905.and 1909 due to the expansion
of the motor car side of the business and a general recession in the motor
cycle industry. They re-conrnenced with a.3l horsepower model_followed
ciosely by'a i horsepower model. Although belt-driven, the 3* horsepower
model had a two-speed Humber Roc epicyclic hub gear with a starting handle
and substant i al band clutches. Its flexibi I ity and rel iabi I i ty :pl ayed
a major .part in the acceptance of the I ight sidecar as a rl€ans of sociable
transport. That so many machines bf the t9ll-1912 design are still in
existence is a.clear tgsti*ny.of their quality.
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ln motor cycle racing the greatest Humber success recorded must be
P. J. Evans'victory in the 1911 Junior T.T. race in'the Isle of l,lan,
when he not only recorded the fastest lap average at 42 niles per hour
but also finished over nine minutes ahead of his nearest rival,
Harry Coll ier on the highly esteemed l,lat"chless. Evanrs Humber was a

342CC V-twin cylinder machine with belt drive and an Armstrong Triplex
hub gear and was kept secret until the race when six such Humbers started
and all finished. This model held the Brooklands record for 1911-1912
for the 350cc class at 59 miles in the hour. Meanwhile the first regular
air-mail s'ervice in the.world was opened in.lndia using Humber bl-planes.

ln 1913 an air-cooled rnotor cycle of 74-lCC was.announced, with two small
cylinders to the rear and one large one to the front giving perfect
balance. Production difficulties permirred only six to be made, but the
design was the forerunner of the 750CC water-cooled flat-fwin of 1915.
This was dropped in 1916 in favour of a 3]z horsepower air-cooled
flat-twin as the sole Humber model. Car production ceased'to al low the
factory to concentrate on the manufacture of the Avro 504K and the BR2
ninecyl inder rotary aeroplane engine. Field kltchens and shel ls were
additional war-time products of the Humr'er factory.

Motor cycle production re-commenced after the war with a 4* horsepowei'
air-cooled flat-twin which was continue,: until 1924 and in 1922 the first
of a series of conventional 2 3/4 horsepower side-valve machines was
introduced and this model continued in rrrodriction until 1930. An
overhead valve model was brought out in 1926 followed by an overhead
camshaft 350CC model in 1928.

The latter part of the twenties proved difficult time for most
industries in Britain and financial pro;.lems brought several companies to
their knees. ln 1928 the Hillman factory, close neighbours of Humber,
were bought out and it was not long before the directors at Humbers
decided to discontinue motor cycles and concentrate on car production.
ln 1932 Rootes Ltd, took over, and the bicycle interest was sold to
Raleigh, the famous Nottingham cycle manufacturers. The wheel had
turned full circle.
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This magnificent and,
impress ive early Humber
sidecar combination was
probably a prototype.
It had a brater-cooled
eng i ne

14C Humber
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oNE of the oldcst, and 1t onc time the largest,
producers of motoriyci€s rin Brigipi.f{umber
Ltd, Coventry, had marketed from rgoo all
sorts of different models with various cngine
sizes, in singlc- and twin-cylinder forms,
when, in r9a3, it was decided to concentrate
on a 35occ side-valve pattern. An ohv version
followcd shortly and at the Olympia Show
in rgzT an ohc edition made its appearance.

The ohc model was built vely much on the
same lines as the ohv type and had the same
engini dimensions, 75mm x g7mm, g+gcc.
However, the entircly new design of cylinder
hcad had twin exhaust ports, heavily ribbed.
Bevcl drivc was used for ihe enclosed vertical
shaft, thc 2:r reduction being at rhe upper
cnd. Thc camshaft was ball-bearing-mounted
in a large aluminium housing and only the

'-.i.

up of early Humbers.
a 1903i04 'forecar'

between the two fronl
drive and the

. Great Britain

outer ends of the rockers, carrying the
adjustable tappets, were exposed. A simplc
gear.typs pump on thc cambox drew oil from
a compartment within the main tank and
delivered it, on the constant-loss principlc,
thgough two pipes, one to the crankcasc and
one to the cam gear, whence the overflow
passed down the vertical shaft tube to the
engine base. Plain bearings supported the
mainsfraft and there were double-row, roller-
bearing raccs in the big-end. Humber made
the three-speed gearbox,controlled by a lever
on the good-looking saddle tank which was
panelled in blue on a black background.
First priced at {6o, the ohc Humbcr went
through some minor modifications before the
company turned to a 'cars only' poliry in
r930.
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6C Beeston

Beeston rrptortricycle f irst appeared
897 anO was almosi a replica of the
ion-Bouton.

It'was made at Beeston in Nottinghamshife
by the bicycle manufacturing firm Thomas
Humber, which had been established in 1868.

Humberts Coventry works also produced "
motortricycles; an early model is
i I I ustrated.
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was a popular machine

Contributed by Barry
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HUMBER SPARES

HILLMAN SPARES & REPAIRS BLACKBURN

While our first concern will always be Rootes Group Spares (Australia's Largest Range), we
have now moved into stocking all model English Spare Parts, but as always we are eager to

buy collections of new English Spares for Australian dollars.

The King Pins stored in somebody's gatage, may be the set that Mrs. Smith
of Charters Towers needs for her 1948 Rover.

Telephone and mail orders most welcome.

We recommend C.O.D. post for next day delivery to most areas.

HILLMAN SPARES AND REPAIRS
178 Whitehorse Road,

Blackburn,3130
P.O. BOX 19, BLACKBURN, 3I3O
Telephone: (03) 877 4311, 5 Lines
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Penlnoula Office Senricec PIL
Suite 1, 100a Young Str eet,

Frankston 3199

Contact Our
Friendly Office

Staff for the
BEST SERVICE

in Frankston.

PHONE

78r 5t99

WE CAN OFFER YOU
COiIPUTENIgED

I Photo Type-setting
r Word Processing
t Mail-Mergrng
I Address Labels

' Cash Book Control
. And Lots, Lots More

OTHEN SERVTCES
. Quality Printing
I Art Work Layout and Design
r Typing
r Book-keepingI Ledger Machine Accounting

For your monthly debtors
. Stationery Sales

' Photocopytng
I Geo-type Rub-off Lettering




