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THE HUMBERETTE.

1 JONE 23llD.

JTJLY 16TH.

JTJLY 23RD.

JTJLY 28TH.

JTJLY 29TH.

AlXitJST 13TH.

A1JGl'JST 20'l1i.

ACGlJsr 25TH.

SEPl'EMBER 24TH (StlNDAY)

ocrosa 27TH.

NOVEMBER 5TH.

I NOVEMBER '18TH - 19TH.

NOVEMBER 24TH.

DECEMBER 10TH.

1

J

]

CALENDAR
JUNE 1989.

,GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDnIE 1lAIL. 8.00PM., SPEAKER: ?

AMVC. ALL BRITISH Al1I'O-.JlJMBLE AT Ci!RNSIDE PllRK.

MONTHLY CLUB, RUN. 'QUEENSCLIFF & THE DRYSDALE EXPRESS.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDnIE HllLL. 8.00PM.

INTER CLUB DINNER DANCE AT ELTHAM NORTH 1lALI.. RUN BY

STANOARD/VANGUARD CLUB.

LtJN01EON RON TO WESTERNPORT PUB, IlASTINGS.

CHACA, SW1IP MEET AT OlnNSIDE PA!lR'SHOPPING cmrRE.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDnIE 1lAIL, 8.0OPM.

GENERAL MEETING AND FAMILY DAY AT DEEPDnIE HllL.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDnIE PARK. 8.00PM.

ANNrnlI. CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE. DEEPDENE PARK OVAL.

BENDlGO SW1IP MEET. 'AGRICULTURAL SHOW GROllNDS, BENDlGO.

FINAL' GnIERAL MEETING FOR YEAR.

CHRr'S'n1l\S DINNER AT ST. ANDREWS HOTEL. 12.30PM.

*********************************-

QUEENSCLIFF AND THE DRYSDALE EXPRESS:

WHEN: Sunday July 23rd.

MEET: 10.30AM on the Geelong Road, main rest area outside of Lara.

Mel'vay; map 222.

DESTINATION: Bellarine Peninsula Rail�y, leaves Queenscliff Station at 2.3Opm

(be there by 2.15pm) for the 16Km trip to Drysdale and return.

Arrives back at Queenscliff at 4.15. Afternoon tea served on

train (extra cost).

FARE; $8.00 adults; $4.00 Child. 10% discount if group of 15 or more.

LUNCH: Picnic lunch at Queenscliff pier. BYO or purchase from local shops

***************************

COM!3'INED !lUMBER CLUBS OF AUsrRALIA - NATIONAL RALLY 1990.

LOCATION: COWRA, NEW soum WALES.'

WHEN: EAsrER ,1990, APRIL 13TH - 16TH.

ACCOMMODATION: VARIOUS; MOTEL, HOTEL, CABIN, Ot'l�SITE VANS ETC.

PLEASE' ADVISE REQUIREMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. FIRM BOOKINGS

AND DEPOSITS REQUIRED BY DECEMBER.

************************************

The HumIjler' car Club of Victoria meets on the 4th Friday of thellDnth in the

Dee1?dene Park Hall, Whitehorse Road, Deepdene (Melway 46 A/7 J, at 8. OOPM.

New members and visitors welcome.



VEHICLES, PARTS, LITERATURE and AUTOMOBILIA �

. .,.. - FOR BRITISH VEHICLES JAGUAR'

"P5t'�UN;M
"" -- :=;ELLERS $5.00 per Site q)airgl�

�� BUYERS $1.00 per Adult

•

Sellers admitted 8:00 A.M.

Federation
OF VETERAN, VINTAGE & CLASSIC VEHICLE CWBS

AUSTRALIA DAY BADGE DESIQI a:MPE:rITICN - 1990

ShJnnon.s Classic en Insur.

Layeo Aula Spar�s

V,1ngl.lard Triumph Car Camp""l.:nls

Sprinpale Le�"I.:U'ld

AulO Surplus Pty lId

Plus Four AulO Services

For the" past four years the Federa tion has organised and run the Australia
Day Rally to WIlRRIBEE PARK, including the designing of the Rally Badge. The

corments that we have received aoout the past badge designs have all. been

very positive and colfl>limentary. However, we are running out of ideas and

feel that it would be a gocx:I idea if the Entrants to the Australia Day
Rally designed the badge.

We therefot"e Pr<:l{X)se to have a �tition, the rules of which are very

simple. You do not have to be able to draw in order to enter. I f you have

an idea for the 1990 badge, describe it in w['lting or sketch it and our
artist will do the rest.

��"/""i;!'r'

A substantial prize will be awarded for the chosen entry.

1. anyone can enter and there are no restrictions. on the number of

entries from anyone person;

"�r.�

Buyers 9:00 A.M. Closes 4:00 P.M.

�;,.. BOOK YOUR SITE NOW
1<-- .

- .

Site !!!!!!! be booked and pre-paid .

�
�

•..<E.' Send remitlance and a stamped self-addressed envelope (0:_. _

. ., f! .. ALL BRITISH AUTOJUMBLE�
.:' Austin Motor Vehicle Club (Vie) Inc. ti)

P.O, Box 187, � �

, Mac�W EAST VIC 3102 � �
mv Enquiries: Hans Pedersen

liitlrn SUNDA7e�:::3:��y, 1989 �
\JlU ';JJ'-\'-

Chimside Park Shopping Centre

Maroondah Highway,

LilydaIe

Melway Ref: 37 04

2. the badge can be any reasonable shape aoo stDuld be

approximately 4" x 3" in size and Must contain the Federation logo

(see the top of this letter) and the Australia Day emblem (see the

1989 badge). All other items on the badge are left to your

discretion but generally speaking the design soould not be

"cluttered" and if plssible contain some syml:xJl or item relevant to

historic motoring:

3. please restrict the design to a maximum of three (3) colors - two

of them to be dark blue and red, the thinl oolour is your coo ice.

ne background must be gold or chrome,

4. . the Judges reserve the dght to disqualify entries which do not meet

the aoove guidelines;

5. the Judges reserve the right not to awanl a prize,

6. the Judges' decisions will be FINAL and no correspordence will be

entertained:

7. entries must be sent to:

'I'11e Secre tary ,

Federation of Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Clubs,

P.O. Box 44,

BElMONT. Vie. 3216

to reach us no later than 30 AOOusr 1989

8. the winner will be notified by mail and advertised in the Vintage

colwm of the Saturday Age as soon as possible after the closing
dete •



THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.

CLUB ADDRESS - 23 HIGH STREET. WATSONIA, 3087

•

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SEX:RErARY

TREASURER

EDI'IDR

EVENTS DIRECTOR

LIBRARIAN

REGALIA

TEX:HNICAL ADVISORS:

Vogues:

Series V,VA S/Snipes:

Hawks:

Mk Cars:

General Information:

Auto Electrical:

COMMITTEE 1989-90

Geoff l'1ebb

Margaret Willimott

Arnold Goldrnan

Brian Parkinson

Barry Bosnich

Dave Denner

Barrie Trubie

D. Dunlop

A. Goldman

K. Willimott

B. Kennedy

B. Kennedy

M. Fitchett

233 6592

435 6354

(059) 75 6807

(057 ) 83 1899

874 7016

890 2984

439 7059

(059) 75 6807

435 6354

789 5119

789 5119

366 8987

DEEPDENE PHOTO'S BY JOHN BERRY.

f»'

ee
BARRIE TRUBIES VA AND ROY MEGG'S (ECHUCA) SERIES V.

ARNOLD GOLDMAN'S SERIES V AND RON FORTH'S BLACKHAWK.



=. 1989.

PRESIDENl" S REPORT

Having just returned fran a hectic 13 day blsiness trip to various cities in America and Honolulu, I

l1Illst confess that I haven't given much thought to� during the past fortnight.

lkMever, I did not see one Humber on the tripl Many cars in America are neglecte:i. It was cxmo:m to

see badly rusted cars. b.lmper bars tied with rope to hold than in place am unrepaired body damage. It

is hard to generalize. but I estimate at least 30% of all cars had sane body damage. Fran the oondition

of the cars it appears that they are not regularly washed as the paintwork is very poor. Obviously cars

on the Bunny west coast were far better than cars in the north in to..ms like Chicago. 'n1e prices of

cars were far cheaper. A Falocn type equivalent would oost a.rouro $14.000. currently Chrysler are

offering interest free loans for four years or alternatively. $2.000 reductions in pricing. 'lbe range

of vehicles appears far greater than Australia which I suppose is directly related to the population

difference between the two CDUIltries.

'lbe interesting type of vehicles not seen in Australia is the larger than Mitsubishi Nimbus type

vehicles. These vehicles are a cross between a station wagcn am a light carmercial van. They would

make an excellent family vehicle. being larger than the Australian type station wagon. yet still provide

relatively simple oonsumer transport. Petrol ranges fran $1.20 per gallonl

The current m::Jd.els of American cars were not particularly brillant, typically soft suspension and to a

British car enthusiast, lacke:i the touch of class. Stretch linos were fairly cerrm:m particularly in

lbnolulu where many are being used as taxis.
I

What was surprising was the lack of ROtor enthusiasts type magazines. It is obvious that we are Weed

fortunate in Australia with the nunvarous special interest vehicle p.Jblications.

Although my trip was rosy am tiring. I was certainly glad to return to the best country in the world.

my family am my !lumber •

Geoff Webb

********************************************************************************************************

rocIl\L NEWS lINO N::Il'ES

Hello everyone! I hope your're all "keeping on your toes" these lovely crisp nornings and keepin;r your

!lumbers tuned up as well.

It's hard to realize that the year is half over already - seems no time since we were celebrating our

Bicentenary am now we're fast approaching 1990. That means of course that our thoughta will focus on

such events as the COnoours d' Elegance, Presentation Day, Christmas Party etc, as well as the next •

National Humber Rally at Cowra over Easter 1990. Please give sane thoughts to these events as we will

be asking soon for expressions of interest, participation, assistance etc, at these functions.

June also means that membership subscriptions have expired for anyone who did not renew his/her

merrbership folloWing the February meeting. In case you are not sure, we are serrli.ng nagazines this

nonth to all 1900 members, included with the nagazine will be a renewal REMINDER for those whan our

}xx)ks read as unfinancial. You have one rronth to redeem yourself before foregoing the pleasures of the

Humberette.

Also in this !lumberette are details of the Australia Day "Design A Badge" oanpetition. As with

everything else you've got to be in it to win itl Closer to bane you still have an opportunity to win a

Rootss Group Grill or Lapel Badge by delivering/posting the "car" PJZZle sheet fran your May Magazine

before June 23rd.

There's never a dull nanent with the !lumberette - so l1Illch variety - who oould be without one I I

I have little news this m::mth of our "Darwin Trippers" or of "Jermy" the Bourke to Broare Bush Mark rv

Snipe. Hopefully nore next nonth on both of these exciting activities. currently tripping to Darwin in

CCIl'PUly with t.ll8: S.A. Club are Victorian members Vic wilson, Bill & Joan Ho1lres, Mike & Christine

Fitchett and Tracey. Bob Kennedy and the McCorkelle Family. I hoPe I haven't forgotten anyone.

During my recent Queenslam sojourn I managed to contact Laurie Bennett fran the H.C.C.Q. Laurie has

had crash pads for Vogues re manufactured which is good news to any Vogue restorer. I believe the oost

is a.rouro $250 am that HillJran Spares fran Blackburn harrlled the sale of the first one - they ll'ay have

access to nore if you are interested.



•
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Our next outing is to the Bellarine Railway at Queenscliff on July 23rd. We hope to have a speaker from

the Society that runs this tourist railway at our June meeting. I hope .to see you there.

Finally, on your behalf, may I welcane to the Club our newest "Humberette", Alex.aroer Ian Foreman, baby

son of Ian and Michelle. Congratulations from us all.

Unfortunately there are times when we must also lose respected nanbers or friends of the Club and it is

with deep regret that we say farewell to Pierrette York, loved wife of Trevor who passed away suddenly

last rronth. Please accept our deepest sympathy, Trevor.

TooorrCM with a small group of Humber enthusiasts, I am off to Warnambool to participate in the "Wool

Rally". I'll bring you news of this next rronth. Until then, cheers!

Margaret.

PHAST-TALK
with

DES JUDD

When buying replacement parts it is advisable

to take the old part with you to match up as

it is not uncommon for car manufacturers to

change various components throughout the run

of a model. Humber spare parts manuals

clearly denote the engine or chassis number where such changes occur •

The car shCMn is a 1925 15.9 H.P. Humber Sedan CMned by my Dad. When he got it, . in exchange for a 1930

Ford wrry, it was using one gallon of oil per 100 miles.

I can remember doing up the engine and p.1tting an oil ring inside the piston skirt having cut dCMn the

skirt about 1" or so thus allowing it to spread. This decreased the oil consumption to 800 miles per

gallon. Dad alsO managed to cut petrol consumption from eight to 14 m.p.g. It was a crash gear oox, no

synchromesh which meant double de-clutching each time you changed gears.

'lbree levers were located at your right hand, the middle one for changing gear (I think it was knCMn as

a gate change - 4 forward plus reverse). On the right of that was the handbrake lever which p.1Shed

forward to m:>ve the headlamps dCMn. 'Ibis procedure allCMed you to tip the headlamps to onoaning

traffic. One other point, this car had no door on the driver's side and was standard production at that

time.

'!he people in the I;hoto from left to right are myself, my rrother and my sister ooth of whom are still

living. The others are family friends, the young girl still writes to us.

Jack Waring.

********************************************************************************************************



THE FINN'S WIT!-1 THEIR "SNIPE" PLATE SERIES Ill. •

GOLDEN OLDIES.

cu�, 1966 MODEL,

OWNER, SOMEWHAT EARLIER.

), SIDE VIEW OF SECRETARY'S

!HANDPAINTED SJPER SNIPE.



MINUTES of Meeting held on Sunday 28th May 1989 at

Deepdene Park

Meeting commenced at 2pm

Present: 28 members as per attendance book.

Geoff Webb welcomed visitors to the club, Ruth and Geoff

Webb. Also welcomed were new member Graeme Finn, and John

Berry on a visit from Canberra.

Apologies: Margaret Willimott, Bob Kennedy, Joan & Bill

Holmes.

Geoff Webb informed the meeting of the recent sad passing

away of one of our members, Pierrette York, wife of

Trevor York. Geoff and Vic Wilson had sent wreathes and

messages of sympathy on behalf of the club.

I

Because of probiems with postal services not

had received the Humberette so Arnold Goldman

the minutes of the previous meeting.

MINUTES. OF THE PREVIOUS I-IEETING were accepted as

record on the motion of Peter Davenport seconded

Sheaffe.

There was no business arising.

all membners

read out

a true

by Tony

CORRESPONDENCE: Letters

Batten, renewal notices

number of applications

Humber-Hillman Club of

Australia, Humber Car

Owners Club, Chevrolet

received from James Kent and Pam

from several members, and a

from new members. Magazines from

N.Z., Humber Car Club of

Club of Queensland, Sunbeam Talbot

Car Club.

TREASURER: There was no treasurer's report.

EDITOR: Barry Bosnich reported that 200 magazines had

been sent out.

EVENTS DIRECTOR: Keith Willimott

the Hamilton Rally.

presented information on

••
LIBRARIAN: Dave Denner explained that the loss of a

manual reported at the last meeting was incorrect. He has

now completed an update of the library list. Several

requests have been received for book loans.

TECH. OFFICERS: Peter Davenport talked of the

carburrettors on Series V and VA Snipes. These are the

Stromberg CD type. Some have internal vents and some have

external vents. It is important to ensure that the

passoges are not blocked by gasket cement or dirt.

Keith Willimott mentioned that radiator caps vary

between the models of car. The variation is in the length

of spring to coincide with varied lengths of neck on the

radiator. There should be some resistance when pressing

down the cap. If not you have the wrong one, and coolant

loss is inevitable.

FOR SALE AND WANTED: A number of items were mentioned

discussed. Members were requested to give information

Barry Bosnich for insertion in the magazine.

Question was raised about disc pads for the series

snipes. It was stated that these are available from

Hillman Spares at $95 per set, and from Automotive

Surplus at $125 per set. A member claimed that it is

possible to buy sets from K-Mart that can be filed to the

correct shape. These are Ferodo pads for current model

cars and cost around $40 per set. No other details were
available at the meeting.

and

to



GENERAL BUSINESS:

Barry Bosnich asked who has gone to Darwen.

No-one knew for certain but the following were known

to be in the party:- Bob Kennedy, Joan & Bill Holmes, Tom

McAlpine, Ian McCorkelle and Mike Fitchett.

John Berry asked about the orIgm of the picture of

the bombing raid provided by Jack Waring.

Vic Wilson asked about "JENNY" the car in the NSW

Rally. It was stated that the car was under way, painted

bright yellow.

Barry Bosnich asked about discounts for members now

that we have club membership cards to identify us. At

present we do not have a list of suppliers, but it is

known that Penrite Oil and Technical Book Shop offer 10%

discount to members. Arnold Goldman said he would contact

as many potential suppliers as possible with a viaew to

providing a list in a future magazine.

Meeting closed at 2:45 pm for tea and a friendly chat.

Secretary's Section

June 1989

The intrepid travellers to Darwen are away, and I

wish them well. I find it harrowing enough driving from

Mornington to Port Nelbourne once a week without

contemplating such a mammoth journey.

It was good to meet John Berry at our last meeting.

He had travelled from Canberra and is an ambassador for

the Humber Car. The residents of Canberra must be aware

by now of his rare old Humber dashing around the National

Capital.

Following mention at the last meeting of inexpensive

brake pads for the Snipe I had ascout around the Rosebud

Super K-Nart. I could not find anything that came close

enough to the correct shape for it to be a feasible home

workshop modification. I am sure that if there was a

simple low cost alternative available Jim Withers would

have been on to it by now. I await with interest the full

details from the member who wishes to remain anonymous

for fear of upsetting Jim. I am sure that Jim would

welcome a cheap source of spare brake pads.

With the dark wet nights here again it is brought

home again that the electrics on old cars are not quite

up to requirements. Perhaps I should not have installed

voltmeter on the panel to show me that with headlamps,

blower and rear-window demister going there is not enough

output from the generator to charge the battery. In

idling traffic one can observe the battery voltage slowly

declining. One of the cosequences of this is that at the

end of the journey the battery is not fully charged if

one switches everything off on coming to a halt. A lead

acid battery deteriorates whenever its voltage is higher

than approx. 15 volts or lower than 12 volts. Most

chargers aim to keep the voltage around 13 to 15 volts.

So, overcharging reduces the life and leaving it

overnight partly discharged also reduces the life. I

always keep the engine running after I arrive at my

destination until the voltage has risen to 14 volts and

the ammeter has dropped from somewhere in th upper half

of the scale to its normal position in the centre.

Hopefully this will extend the life a little bit longer.

No doubt the battery manufacturers are working on ways

to overcome this careful attitude and incorporate other

built in fault mechanisms that appear at 3 years and 10

days life.

I

••
a

Arnold Goldman



The-New Humber Snipe Saloon
; An 80 m.p.h. Ca� Capable of Maintaining High

Average Speeds Without Apparent Effort

I

(ALTHOUGH a new model in the

t sense.. the 1935 edition of the

r: �umber Snipe is ,backed by ,a wealth

;of experience obtaine4 in the produc.

I1 ti�m .of cars of similar type and sped-

I! ncation. .

I The new Snipe is • .'then. a typical.
j[Humber product-soundly constructed
ilof good materials, well finished and of
':modern apPearance. whilst its perform­

Janee. as �iU be seen from the tabulated
;ldata panel, leaves nothing la be

fdesired. To obtain such characteristics
\a:high power-weight ratio is nec�sary,

:and it is notsuIPr1sing to ,fuid that the

3.18 litre engine develops 78 b.b.p .•

-which, combined with an all-in weight

pt 30 cwt., accounts (or the liveliness ':"If

�the model on the -road.

In the ordinary course of driving one

requires only the top and third geal�, .
each of which is practically inaudible,

and as these two ratios are engaged

'through the m�dium of synchronizing

,cones, changing is merely a matter of

pushing the lever, over to the desired �

position after declutchin'g-. A normal

cruiSing speed is anything between :;0

m.p.h., and-70 m.p.h:. the actual pace

being determined. more by 'road condi­

;tions than by the capabilities of the

::car. The engine appears_ to be per­

',Iectly happy up to the highest r.p.m.,

�and what is more it maintains the

mechanical and thermal . quietness

which are noticeable throughout the

lO\'o'er ranges.

On Brooklands track the new Snipe

demonstrated clearly that the maker's

claim that it is an 80 m .p.h. car is

(Right) Spaciousness, comrort" good
vision and ease of entry, are features

of the body.

••

.,thoroughly justified, for on our first

attempt at timi.ng we reached this

speed without difficulty. Subst>quellt

fests proved that de�pite a rather low

baromder a mean speed of practically

80 m.p.h. could be attained.

The bumps on BrOOklands did nnt

seem to be so pronounced as usual, show­

ing that the susp('nsion is abO\'e till:'

average. This impre3sion was confirmt:l1

later in the test when a series of cart

tracks and primitive road surfaces were

tackled at speeds varying from 10

m.p.h. to 3:) m.p.h. Tht: car ride9> very

weU- over hummocks and potho.les, yet

remains quite controllable when an

un�voen surface is tackled .. all out."

The -famous .. Evenkeel" suspt:nsion

has been p:trtly redesigned for the ID�S

car, and our findings fully jnstifit'.d the

new design, in which simplicity has

be�n the keynote.

Returning for a moment to the que:;.

tion of perIormance. The accl:'1eratioll

ligures give a c\l:'ar indication of the

capacity of the car for climbing hills.

but may not conyf'Y an aclequate

impressio,n of the ease with which moSt

main-road acclivities can be tackled in

top. .

In traffic the car will trickle along

with pow('r in hand at spteds as low

as 10 m.p.h. in top without. the engine

misfuing or becoming uneven, whilst

in thinl it is possible to crawl behind

a horsed-vthicle without the driver

October 26, 1937.



21 h.p. HUMBER SNIPE

f�("ljng that the engine might slop at

any moment. To accelerate irom such

8 Jow speed merely requires the foot

to be dt'pressed on the accelerator, {or

the carburetter is sufficientJy respousive

to take care of such' vastly different

enginc.dt'rriands.

We have' already referred to the ease

with which main road acelivitid can be

negotiated in the direct drive. It is

worth noting that \\'arminglon Hill

(OD the Southam-Banbury road), which

. is about 1,000 yds. long and has a
maximum gradient of 1 in 8, can be

climbed so fast in top that it is Der.es.

saTy to cut out for the bend near the

summit. Another point of interest­

Brooklands test hill can easily be

climbed from a standing start in

second, and with a rolling start at 2a

m.p.h. in third the car will tackle the

. ACCELERATION

'"
Top 3,d

T

"
m,p.b. "". Sea.

u_

10-30 8 5.4..

'iE" 7
30.50 11 7

>.. 50-70 20

"
.. • • •

• '0 to 30 40 "Cl� MAX. 79 60

m.p.h.

ACCELERATION fROM REST TO:

SPEED
!

- -
m,'!t:

(mal !;(>ction of 1 in 4 at 18 m,p,li. As

our performance details &how, this

Humln:r will accelerate on the 1-in4

Sf'ction when using the second speed of

]U.6� to 1. This is an excdlent per.

forman�e. especially considering that

the car in question has an "all.out"

maximum- of 80 m.p.h. •

Although the car lias a moderate

whtoelbase dimension the body is never.

theless reaU)' room.r-this without

sacrificing the familiar Humber balance

of bonnet to body length. The adjust.

able front seats and Bluemel adjustaLle

steering column enable aDy size of

driver to be comfortabJ" ensconced at

the wheel. whilst the diD:lf:nsions of the
rear seat cushion aDd squab are such

that adequate support to the thighs and

shoulders is assured.

FuB compensation in the actuating

Contd.

ml?ch;;lDism of the Bc:ndix.Cowdrev

brakes enables the car to be pulletJ up

all square without it bdng nCCf:ss;tr}'

to adjust the shoes to fine limits. The

pedal pressure required for normal pur.

poses of retardation is moderate.

Hems in the specification worth

Doting are Triplex safety glass, D.W .S.

hydraulic jacks, a Hardy Spicer pro.

peller shaft, SileDtbloc bushes for the

rear springs. Lucas electrical equipment

and an A.C. mechanical fuel pump.

Altogether, this DCW SDipe is ;).

worthy successor to pre<dous Huml:wr

cars. It has a very attractive appear.

&DCe, a roomy interior and ample lug­

gage space in the locker at the rear,

whilst its ex�lIent all.round perfonn­

ance does not require spetc"dometer

embellishment in the shape of opti­

mistic readings.

..tl0tor VISUAL OATA SHEET

HUMBER SNIPE (Oct. 26,1937)

SPECIFICATION: Six cyl,.: 75. 120 (3,180 c.c.);

side valves; 20.9 h;p.: downdraught carburetter
with thermosuticchoke: 12-volt electrical

equipment: box-seetlon frame; independent

front suspension; Bendix - Cowdrey brakes:

16 x 6 Ounlop tyres. .

DATA: £345; "79 m.p,h.: 17.8 m.p.I.; weilht

(unladen) 30 CWt.; ux £15 15s.: turninl circle.

39 ft.

� �
- - -

22.6 15.0

secs. sea.

f---------------------'-----
O\'f.'RFllt MDTH- �'.10'

1
5.-1�'

I

I.
, ,

:

GEARS AND HILLS

1st 3rd (s)

.15.9 I 6.3
1 In 2.1 � 1 in 5.6

2nd

10.6

1 In 3.6

2,350 r .p.m. at

Top (,)

4.3

1 in 8.5

50 m,p.h.

�
CV
a:J

- -
....

5.8 0
secs.

, ...-._--.-- 9'-1;0-\'.]).-_._._­

"- ._.-------- --I.f-7.-----

aEATIHD.-tn.rk 6J0ft portraYI ll"Omlll 5 ft.. 5 Ill'" biJb.
26 in!. Irom hi.... While IIPff .bOll"5 6-ft. mall. 30 in ..
Irom hlpl. Scale of dr....n'l � artual lizt.

HILL CLIM8IHC.-lrfu.lmo.m lTadhmts for each 11'&1' ar•.
•bo'tlrll.. 'A-bere 1 in 6.5 b recorded the <'&1' .. ill di�b EdlJe.
800th UartlnJ. KI*ltcln' alld Reil alld Be ThaOkllll Hilb.
tS) me.nl &h.t th� ,ear la lQ'IlChronlzed.

".RAKEI.-8c:ale" ,hu dl,t.nce io fed from _30 m.p.h. 1I
determwed by In eflicienC1' meter. Pedal pre5lllrei nuded
to ltop In Iborl.ett diltanee. bl 60 ft. (normat abort ItopJ
alld 10 120 n. or "110'11' 0.1''' are 1.1$0 ahoVo"n. A\"trlie
fiJuret an 50 lb. for 60 !L•••nd about dOllble for ahort,r�t;
100 lb. is.tbe mazimllm preuure for I"er.,e "..oman. l1.:.lhe
60.ft, .nd.fhort,H ..... top preuurel are dOit to'tlher {t.;-,.
60 It.. 50 IL._bort.'t. 72 l�,l. the brake teDdi to f1e'feDn�,

I
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new Humber Vogue
The splendid new Humber Vogue has new

features throughout. A powerful new

(,6 litre enginc giving brilliant. flexible

performance. with spceds over 90 m.p.h.

(145 km.). Elegant.new styling. sleek

and modern in line. increased visibiiity.

Luxurious nc\\' individual front seats.

fully adjustahk. evcn 10 a full reclining

more power • elegant new styling

.Iuxury. comfo.rt

position. New ease of control, with a

4-speed all-synchromesh gearbox.

diaphragm clutch and other advanced

features. Borg-Warner fully-automatic

transmission or Laycock-de Normanville

overdrive aY;lilahle as an optional extra.

This is a luxury car of distinction,

quality-built and cxceptionally fine value.

A ROOTES PRODUCT
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Your car's

air-conditioning

system

The system most commonly seen is

the recycling clutch type, controlled

by the thermastatic switch: This sys­

tem operates through an electro mag­

netic clutch.

WITH THE PASSING of the hot summer

again, most car air-conditioners are

switched off for long periods of time, some­

times for the whole of winter. This is not

only detrimental for the air-conditioner, but

for our environment as well.

Many people are unaware that the R 12

refrigerant used in air-conditioners is

another dreaded chlorofluorocarbon (CFC).

leaking CFC gases from cars are one of the

contributors to the depletion of the earth's

ozone layer, a problem that even Rip Van

Winkle must be aware of by now. Even

when the air-conditioning system is in good

working order, it still leaks at a known rate,

hence the need for regular recharging.

If you do not use the air-conditioner at all

during the colder months, then you risk hav­

ing the front seal of the compressor dry out

and deteriorate. This is a major source of

refrigerant leakage. Another problem is that

the corrosive substances and moisture that

have built up get a chance to corrode the

system internally. Just activating the unit for

20 minutes a week would overcome this

problem. Besides, the air-conditioner is a

great dehumidifier that will clear fogged up

windows in seconds.

It is rumored within the industry that our

Federal Government, concerned about the

ozone problems, will soon introduce tough­

er rules governing the use and servicing of

car air-conditioners. You can look forward

to the licensing of qualified service person­

nel and their premises. The spent refrigerant

that is currently vented to the atmosphere

when recharging will have to be recovered

and stored and there will be other regula­

tions, of course, but it all leads up to an

inevitable increase in service charges.

Regular servicing is a prerequisite for effi­

cient operation and reliability. Motorists

should be wary of often advertised cheap

air-conditioner services. The old adage 'you

don't get something for nothing' certainly

applies,in this case.

The receiver-drier should be changed

once a year. It is not merely a reservoir to

store refrigerant; it has a filter to remove

RICIIVIR.l)RIIR-

impurities from the system and dessicant to

absorb moisture. Once saturated, the re­

ceiver-drier no longer protects the system

from deterioration.

Before topping up, the operator should

evacuate the system, using a powerful vacu­

um pump. This usually takes half an hour

and removes all traces of moisture and other

contaminents. If the operator is competent,

he will ensure that the high and low pres­

sures are correct and in balance in accor­

dance with the specifications for that

system. Over-charging actually makes the

system less efficient.

The system should be checked for leaks,

the evaporator drain cleared, the AC belt

inspected and the idler pulley bearings

checked.

A lack of lubricating oil in the compressor

(and there isn't much of it) is a major cause

of compressor failure. Unfortunately, it is

often overlooked because it is so congested

under the bonnet of some vehicles that it is a

very difficult (or impossible) task.

If, after servicing, the air-conditioner still

does not cool the cabin sufficiently, there

are a number of associated components

that could be at fault. To accurately gauge

the temperature, a special thermometer

with a probe should be inserted into the

main vent on the dashboard.

The thermostatic switch may be faulty or

need resetting, the TX valve could be

jammed or blocked, the under-dash ducting

tubes may have come adrift, the heater hot

water tap may not be closing off, the auxilia­

ry cooling fan may not be operating, or the

compressor itself may have failed.

If any major component needs to be re­

placed, shop around. Although there are

many makes of vehicle on the road, the air­

conditioners in them are often made by the

same company, which means many of the

components' are interchangeable. For exam­

ple, if the compressor fails on your Jaguar, it

could cost you over $800 to buy a genuine

replacement. However, an identical after­

market pump from a specialist will only cost

$300 and a rebuilt one only $150.

are simple as well as

effective.

Called Tyre Alert, this one
is from Eveready. It's a

battery-powered electronic

warning device that lets you

know, in a way that's hard

to ignore,

when your spare tyre is

becoming flat.

NOISY MINDER
Beeper makes sure

you're ready

Here is another of those

useful little devices that

don't cost very much and

_IIIlRMU5IAIIC
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It is inadvisable to tinker with the system

yourself. It is best left to a specialist who

has the right equipment and spare parts and

who also knows that the pressurised R 12

gas is very dangerous and can blind you if

handled incorrectly. Unfortunately, there are •
do-it-yourself recharging kits on the market

but, as any air-conditioning specialist will tell

you, they are dangerous and there should be

a law against selling them.

To begin with, the air-conditioner does

not pump out cold air, it merely rem'oves

heat from the cabin. An important charac­

teristic of the R 12 refrigerant is its tempera­

ture-pressure relationship. As pressure

drops within the evaporator, the refrigerant

changes from a liquid into a gas. When any

liquid evaporates it absorbs heat and this is

what happens inside your cabin. When the

gas reaches the condenser at the front of

the car the opposite happens, the gas is

now pressurised and condenses in the coils

and disperses the heat into the airstream.

The compressor driven by the car's en­

gine pumps the refrigerant around the sys­

tem and pressurises the condenser side of

the circuit. The receiver-drier stores refriger­

ant and has a filter and dessicant to remove

impurities.

The expansion (or TX) valve is an impor-

tant component. It converts high pressure e
liquid refrigerant into a low pressure vapour _

within the evaporator by restricting the flow ..
vyith a small orifice within the valve. The

pulling effect of the compressor assists with,

the pressure drop.

The refrigerant, now in a gas state, has

absorbed heat and passes along to the con­

denser at the front of the vehicle via the

compressor. Here, the pressure increase

condenses the gas and it sheds its heat to

the air passing through the radiator.

The temperature is governed by the num­

ber of times the pre-set thermostatic switch

turns the compressor on and off. The com­

pressor is fitted with an electro-magnetic

pully that just free-wheels when the com­

pressor is not activated.

ALAN BOURNE

There's nothing worse

than discovering, just when I

11 you need it, that your spare
is as flat as the tyre you're

replacing. However for

between $ 7 -1 0 you can

prevent this. Fitted onto the

valve of your spare tyre the

Tyre Alert will emit a

persistent beeping when

pressure drops below the

safe driVing level of 24 psi,

and it will keep this up for

as long as eight days unless

you relent and refill the tyre

to its proper level.
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No. 629 e'��;!:;"').-16 h.p. HUMBEJ{ SALOON
A Particularly Pleasant Car which is Easy to Drive

WELL thought out in all its details, the 1931 modd nwnts is immediate and pr('ci�(', which makes driying in

16 h.p. Humber half-panelled Weymaun saloon traffic pleasant.

proves under test to be attractive' from many Besides the ('as)' flexibility on top gear the CH is

point; of "iew. The size of the car and its capabilities possessed of a [('ally 'luiet third speed. of which the

mak(' it peculiarly suitable to the needs of the modern Hlue is brought into promim'uCl' by an l'xc"l)tionally

hou�ehold, for either town work or for touring in the {'asy gl'ar change. T1H' Cl'ntralleH'r i� not only long and

hand� of any dri\'cr. It has a good all-round perform- cOJ1\Tnil'nt, hut it is also rigid; the plunger springs of

anee and is particularly easy to handle. the selector mechanism in the gear box are not too stiff.

In app�'arance and general fini::;h this car is undeniably and as a result the drin-r is gin'n a sensiti\'e control.

!:and;ome. and the good impression conveyed by a first so that he is able to master the gear change after mert'i�.

�i:.:ht i� confirmed by experience. The spring suspension a fcw minuh'�' practic{',

b a nice balance between casy riding and steadiness; The maximum all third ge>ar is ahout +t m.p.h ..

:1 is flexible enough for complete insulation from road or normall,Y rather less. since the ratio is not a high

�hock, �'t't not so flexible as to cause> swaying at the onC', and is intl'ncll'tl for hill-climbing rather than shel'r

Lit:-hl'f �peeds, This point, combinpcl with cffortlpss speed, The cruising spced on top gear js an clastic

:tHming, makes for care-fre{' tra\'el. quantity. for the mechanism as a who1l' n'mains happ�'

As to smoothnl'SS the engine lean':', nothing to bp dl'- either fast or slow, Thl' g"l'ar change i..; ahl�' supportl'd

�:rf'd, for \'ibration is at a minimum throughout thl' b\' a clutch which is abon' thl' a\"t'rage for smo\ltllllC";'"

\\hole range, which, by' the way, on top gear is from (l'f take-lIp and for n',�111arit.\. of lH'ha\'iouL
fin t'asy \',.alking pacl' to Tlwn� is a high dq.,:n'l'

\\'«11 OH'r a mile a minut{', of comfort in tilt' St';lIill�

'Jht.[t, arc no insistent po:,itiolls, and tilt' dri\"lT

r.kch">.lliral twist's, onlv a find:, tilt' steering whtTI

-,u!Jtl!Il'u rushing sm;nd. no: (llll�' \\"t'1I placed hilt
!,(ltin'Jhll' hdw{'t'1I 20 and with ;l slll'rial1�. shapt'd

.�� m.p.h. The {.nginc has r"l1 \"tT\, COll\TlIil'lIt to

'.'o'l.rht'ad inlet \'uln':-j and the flllgl:r:" III tht' n'lltn'
:.i,\e (.\ha\l�t \'aln's, rather i:, a p�u.tirl1brl�' lIeat :,:'1
::n 1l1ll1�1l<.t1 arr�lIlgt'ml'lIt, of t'tllltrols for tht' ignititlll.

).;l! lllH' which appears to hand throttlt', lightin� ;lIld

�';''-I' pk!lt)' of il(�xi"ility dip illld switch, tt\�dh"1
','"I!J"llt "pillkillg." t,\.t'll with tilt' h01"1I IIl1tll\lI

\',l�h tIll' igllitilJll wI,1I ad- "hiI'll, w!ll'll piliit'll Ill'
\,)111 "d. A watn-hl'al I,d \\';11 d:-;. I 1\lt'l"illt':-; tlit' stallil\�
;;:1d ll\;lIlitold with a c10WII. IIllltll!'. Till' :-;tn'l'ill.� it ... t.1t

'blJ;.;11t C;i1.!Hlldll'r gi\'l's i ... light alld lo\\' ;':1\11 \'d
<l �'IHJd c1i:....tliIJlJtrflll fI!ld \\illl' Pili\, 01 slll.i11 .Jllil1llllt
1;';11) ItJi.\tUIl', �fJ 111;11 11ll' Id 1;\ ... \1'1 ;l\lillll
), '1"Jlh(. tll tlllflttk 11111\'1' III ,dl IIPIIII,II l.lt,'lll\\

�:=:�=:::::::::=========�__---,=:::---: <::--••_'=.�__=_-:__=�__=�__=�__=�__==--=-=-__'=_-_ :��::;-C::::::: ._.'._�:-'::-.-:=-c==�
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.. THE At'TOCAR" ROAD TESTS-(continued)

$taull'S the hrakl':' ,liT light to

opt>rate and powerful. Thl'�'

lU:'l.'d to bl' can'fnlly adjustl'll t(l

give tht. best Tt'sults, and in all

('ITIergel1cy must be treated with

a certain amount of dt'licac\',

for any sudden and hm"y p,,:,­
sure on the pedal is liable to

apply them too fi,'rce!y, with

the result that wheels ma,'
lock. -

A good point is the neatness

of the instrument hoard, which

carries in an artistically arranged

group a fuel gauge, clock, and

thermometer. On eacll side of

the instrument board is a shelf.

As to the coachwork, the half­

panelled \Veymann saloon possesses fonr side windows

and a sliding roof. The front seats are separate and im­

mediately adjustable, and are arranged so that th"ir

backs contain concealed tables and foot-rests for the

occupants of the rear seats. The rear seat itself is deep

and comfortable, and will accommodate three people,

or, if only two are using it, a disappearing arm-rest can

be brought down into position. There are also side

arm-rests of a pleasantly flexible yariety.

The body is upholstered

in pleated furniture hide,

there is a pocket in each

door, and the door handles

ha\'e a strap operation

convenient to reach from

any position. A neat

point about the sliding roof

is that it can be unclamp,'d

and lifted wry slightly up

without being opened, so

that a scheme of \"Cntila­

tion is brought into play

without causing any not­

able draught. At the back

of the bodyis a blind con­

trolled from the driYer's

seat. Under trap-doors in

the rear floorboards are

lockers for tools and a com­

1>artment .for. the battery.

. Accessibility has been

well studied. The down­

draught carburetter, com­

plete with air cleaner, is

high up in a position where

it is easy to reach, and tlll"

contact-breaker and dis­

tributor unit is carried Y('r­

tically, is close to the coil

to avoid unnecessary wir­

ing, and is dri\"Cn from the

distributor gearing and

lIot mountt'd on thl' dyna­

mo. The last-mc'ntiOlll'd

is ,'arried fairly high up

with tht' brnsht'S n'a�OIl.

;thly t'3S)' to f{'<Jch, and

has a fusc box mounted On '1
Also on this side of the en,i�'
a re the orifice for the oil fill.'
and close to it the dipstick. �:
the front is a belt-driven fan

and the radiator shutters at;

('ontrolled by means of a th".

mostat in the radiator head"
tank; this thermostat has.

simple form of hand adjustment

so that its. wo�k ":lay be regu.
lated to SUIt chmahc condition,.

One "ery good point is th,
way in which the wiring for th,

lighting system is arranged with

neat little spring-lidded junction

. . boxes for each unit, each box

containing its own wiring dia.

gram. Mounted on the engine side of the dashboard is I
the electrical cut-out, while the starting handle and th,

jack handle are carried there in spring clips. At the •
lowest point of the water pipe at the bottom of th•.

radiator is a large drain cock for running off the wat"

when the car is left standing at night in cold weath".

On the left side of the engine are situated the exha"'l

yal\"Os and their tappets are accessible through detach.

able coyer plates. The inlet yah'es are overhead, a; •

-. already mentioned. Tb,

exhaust manifold is w,lI

out of the way and the ex­

haust pipe itself is carried

at the front of the engi...

well away from the ramp

boards. At the side of the

crank case are the 111<.

chanical fuel pump, an �l

cleaner, and also an oil

filter on the pressure sid<.

which filter can ha"e i�
gauze remo,-ed for clean

ing without losing oil. Tht
sparking plugs are eas)" �

remoyt'.

There is a neat metal
tray owr the petrol tank
at the back, which add;
to. the appearance 01

the car, and the lu�

grid is not obtrusht.
Combined with the tall'

light is a stop signalj
brought into action by th<
brake pedal. Ventila\tll'

are pro,'ided in the sidts
of the scuttle, and th<

spare wheel is carried ''''' I
tirmly in its well.

Tak,'n nil the 'I>'
round, the ]0 h.p. HuOlbe'
i� a very attrarti\'l' land �
car, w�1I found in all J�
dl'tails, wdl thought out
practira 1. yt'ry conlfort­
it hIt" fOlly('uit'nt, nod�
to look at.

16 h,p, HUMBER SA�OON.

IGNITION TH�OTTLE

CONTROL CONTROL

\

S;ANG�lER\ I -
BRAKE
LE VER __....... ,. _

�":.�,��""II�I:.f�,
GEAR

LEVER

DATA FOR THE DRIVER.

15.7 b.p.• SIX cylinders. 65 106 mm. (1.110 c.c.).

Ta. £16.

WbHlbeae lOft .• track 4ft. 81n.

On'ran JltDltth .4ft. 1In .• wldtb 5ft. 8in,. helllht 5ft. lOin.

Tyres: &.1, 191n. on detachable ",'Ire whub.

EnlllIM-retlr axle Acce-Ieratloo (rem

Itnr r11ltM. .tead)' 10 le 38 m.p.h.
28.95 le •

14.1 te I

8.31 to •

&.66 In I

Turnlall drde: 38ft.

Tank capadt)' 14 .anoa•• fuel tODaumpllon 10 m.p•••

11-\"011 U8btlnll .et tut. la at 14 m,p,b., two-r.le cbaraln8.

Wel.ht: 30 cwt. 1 qr.

Price, with ...1I.p81ntoIlHl Weymann ..loon bod)', £4&5.

II;�' "�':n��"'�=.�

TlmHt spud

over. mile.

111,&0 m.p.h.

1*_1 ;��

••
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SYNCHROMATIC Finger Tip GEAR CHA,NGE

IT'S LIGHTER .. IT'S SMOOTHER .. IT'S FASTER!

i-Speed Gearbox ... Independent Front Wheel

Suspension ... Sliding Sunshine Roof ... Spaci­

ous Luggage Compartment ... Hydraulic Brakes

Available for quiek delivery.

(Sl1hjNlL t.o l'clIl1it).

A BIG CAR with ECONOMY & PERFORMANCE

Full defAt-its availabl.c NOW trom your State Distributor

QUEENSLAND:

John McGrnth Motors (l'L)') U<I.

:124 "'ickhnm St., The Valley

IJriBba.ne. Te\. I_ISH.

NEW SOUTH WALES:

John McGrath Mot.ors (PLy) Ltd,

'Head Office and Showrooms:

252 Custlercngh Strl'Ct, 8)'dn<')'.

Te!. MA6838.

VICTORIA:

Near.. r.lotOrR Pty. lAd.,

2'.!2 Exhibition St., Melbourne.

Te\. Centm17550.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA:

Flindel'R Motors Ltd.;

62-68 Currie Street,' Adelaide.

Tel Central GOOO.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: '
Bkiprcr Bailey Motor Co. Ltd.,

900 Hay Street, }lerth.

Tel. D7174

TASMANIA:

D. L. HollisMotors Pty, Ltd.

Or. York nud St,.' JoIm: Streeta,
LaUlleeston. Tel. 1676.

••

'New

Thp. 1l e 111

Foii h'c 11wnlwT
ll/Lwlc fen/UT­

i n If SYllCh1'O­
1ft a t.i c g elL?'

change.

Since It wa,

reintroduced in

England in 1945,
the Humher

Hawk has estah­

IIshed a sound

reputation, as a

reliable comfort.

able f;mily car,' with a satis.
fylng, yet economical perform­

ance.

Tho Hawk is a big car with

plenty of accomodatlon. for both

passengers and luggago, and its

appointments aro of the same

high degree of quality as its big

brother, the Super Snipe. The

engine Is a four cylinder sldo

valve unit of 13.95 horsepower,

and as It develops 56 h.h.p. at

3,1100 r.p.m., it is capable of a

good road performanoo, coupled

with unusual economy for such

a big car.

The Rootos Group, however, Is

constantly trylrlll to Ill1prove It�

vehicles and tho new Synchro­

matlo g'ear change, as fitted to
tho 1948 Hlllman Minx, is stan­

dard on the new Hawk. ThIS

embraces a special now four

sllood synchromesh gMr box to­

gether: with a cleverly designed

mechanical IInkago which Is con.

neeted to a small lever on the

left of the steering column.

The lever requires only light

pressuro to operate It, and Is

doflnltely "crash proof," and the

fact that it is fitted on the steer­

ing column, gives an unobstruct­

ed floor In the driving compart.

ment.

"Even keel" Indopendent front
suspension Is used giving' a very

smooth ride, and the long semi.

elliptic springs at the rear, are

coupled to a torsion bar swny

eliminator. Lockhoed hydraulic

brakes are fitted.

The new Humber Hawk, there.

fore, Is from many points 01

view a good proposition, plenty

of power, plenty of room, plenty AUSTRALiAN MOTOR MANU�f;-A7Iril,' 1/11,8.

of comfort. It is e:lsy to drive, and with Its engineering

following the Humber tradition, It should prove a very

suitable car for Australian conditions.

SPECIFICATIONS.

Engine.-1:l.!l!; hornepow<'r, 4 (:yJinderR, 7fi x 110 11I.11I.

1.944 C.C'R, Ride "nJ"<,R doveJopin� fJ(J b,h.p. at 3,800 r.p,m.
Transmlsslon.-t "P<'''<1 "Ynchro �('llrbox wit.h lc,'cr on

Rtc<,ring ('(lltnnn. GI':l!- rat.ioR, Top 4.73, Third 7.12, Second

II.HI and Fil'l,t 17 .02 III 1. •

Suspenslon.-Indl'llCIHlent frunt RlIRpCnRion, Remi-elliptic
I'I':O.!'. J,onn\.X Ilirling damp".....

Brnkes.-Lockh'""tl hplra.ulic.
Steering.-Hurrnan- /lollgla.. worm nnd nut.

WhllOls.-Pr�d Rl{,,'\ whel'lR with 5.i5 x 10 t)TI'R,
Oimensions.-\VhN,lhn,,('. !J ft. l) in.; Trncks (fronL), 4 ft.

il:ljlli in.; (rl'ar), 4 fr. H in.; O\'ernlI lengt.h, 1fi ft.; Ground
"I":OI':on,'". 7� in.; 'V,.ight 2H� cwt.

' ..

ee



Airborne asbestos particles are I10N a recx:qnized irxl.ustrial hazard to

humans, and prolonged exposure to this =ntamination may lead to

pne=nosis, a serious lung =ndition similar to sili=sis, and in

many cases to a particularly virulent form of lung cancer, mesotheliana.

Asbestos particles fran worn brake linings are a minor but nevertheless

significant source of contamination. "Skinned' Knuckles" has on rrore

than one occasion seen fit to warn its readers of the potential hazards

when working on brake systerns, but in light of infonration presented

recently in a TV docurrentary, this aclm:>nition I10N assunes even greater

importance •

Individual susceptability to asbestosis apparently varies greatly. Scrre

people may have worked in industrial enviroments =ntaining asbestos

for years without developing any symptans of asbestosis. Others may

suffer lung damage, ev� cancer, after only brief exposure. A case was

docurrented where a youth =ntracted lung cancer fran helping. his father

"fix brakes" only a few times. The ccmnon practice of bl=ing dust off

brake drums, shoes and backing plates with a:mpressed air is extranely

hazardous. Afparently it is the invisible microscopic and sul::rni=oscopic

particles which do the damage; visible dust particles are evidently filt­

ered out by the bcdy's nonnal respiratory protective systan.

Every time you rertOlfe a brake drum for brake inspection or repair, to

change a wheel bearing or oil seal, or to lubricate the wheel bearings,

you are exposing yarrself, and those arourrl you, to potentially harmful

asbestos particles. Backing plates, drums, shoes, and other parts may

be fou.'1d coated with a layer of black or dark grey pc::w:ler as nuch as 1/8

inch thick, which according to reliable reports =ntains as nuch as 70%

asbestos. Brushing or blasting this pc::w:ler <May with a:mpressed air

raises clouds of fine asbestos particles which can be deadly.

To avoid exposure, the safest practice, I believe, and one which we have

reccrrmended earlier, is to wash all the parts with a stream of watez fran

a garden hose. The water C03.ts the particles and prevents them fran

be=ning airborne. If you wish to avoid the mess of having water under­

f=t, you may prefer to use the methcd which I like. Take a bucket of

water containing a dash of household detergent, and with a soft bristle

paint brush, scrub the brake parts and drums, catching the washings in

a shallCNl pan under the brake backing plate. The detergent greatly aids

the wetting of the fine dust:'. Result: no mess and no dust! The washings

may later be flushed d= the sewer. If there is a better, safer or more

convenient methcd, �Ie will appreciate learning it.

Please, if you do only one brake job a year, or one lJ1 a lifetime, use

these recarrnendations. Play it safe! The sarre considerations will apply I Fig. 9. Mix,",e adjustment I

to clutch jobs, as clutc.'l plates usually con?'bestos.. .

(h'ritten by Bill cannon in "Skinned Y-nuckles" ine, February, 1983.) .
<I, .. . .. .. ..... -,.----.. j

READING THIS PAr£. r-tL\Y SAVE YCXJR LIFE! rE URGE YOO TO RBfMPfR IT,
Contributed By Peter Davenport

175C.D.
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