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THE HUMBERETTE.

J
JULy 22ND.

AOOUST 14TH.

AT.CUST 21ST •

AOOUST 22ND.

AT.CUST 26TH.

• SEPl'EMBER 25TH.

OCTOBER 28TH.

I
J

NOVEMBER 6TH.

NOVEMBER 12-13TH.

NOVEMBER 25TH.

DECFMBER 11TH.

• NEXT ourIm:**

WHAT:

WHERE:

COST:

MEET:

TIME:

�:

CALENDAR JULY 1988.

GENERAL MEETIm. DEEPDENE HAIL. 8.ooPM.

N.B. SPEAKER ON CAR INSURANCE WILL BE AT THE AT.CUST MEETING

INSTEAD OF JULY AS PREVIOUSLY, ANNOUNCED.

ANNUAL SMJRGASBORD LUNCHEON WITH CHEVROLET CLUB.

SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS.

CHACA SWAP MEET AT CHIRNSIDE PARK SHOPPIm CENTRE,

MAROCl'lDAH HIGHWAY, LILYDALE. (MELWAY MAP 37 G4) •.9.00AM

ONWARDS. ENTRANCE FEE $1.00. CHILDREN FREE.

A.O.M.C. DELIDATES MEETING. 8.00PM. CARNmIE PROGRESS HAIL,

TRUJANINI ROAD, CARNmIE.

GENERAL MEETIm, DEEPDENE HAIL, 8.ooPM. FOILOWING THE

MEETIm, THERE WILL BE A SPEAKER TO ADDRESS US ON TYPES OF

INSURANCE AVAILABLE FOR OLDER CARS •

FAMILY DAy AND GENERAL MEETING, DEEPDENE HALL. INFORMAL,

B.Y.O. LUNCH FROM 12 MIDDAY. MEETING CCM1ENCES 2.00PM.

BUSH MAGIC SHOW BY CHAS. SPEED.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.

ANNUAL CONCOURS D' ELmANCE, PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP AND CLUB

DISPLAY. DEEPDENE PARK OVAL. l1.00AM.

BENDIGO SWAP MEET. AGRICULTURAL SH�ROUNDS, BENDIGO.

GENERAL MEETIm. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.

CHRIS'lMAS BREAK-UP PARTY AT DEEPDENE HALL.

********************.***************

:HlRGASBORD UJNCHEON WITH CHEVROLET CLUB.

WESTERNPORT HOTEL, CNR. HIGH AND SAlMJN STREETS, HASTImS.

MELWAY MAP 154 J 11.

$16.00 PER HEAD, CHILDREN HALF PRICE. PLEASE PAY ON ENl'ER.Im PUB.

CAR PARK AT PRINCE MARK HOTEL/MOTEL, PRINCES HIGHWAY, DANDENONG.

(BEHIND THE SERVICE STATION.). MELWAY MAP 90 J 11.

11. OOAM FOR AN 11. 30 DEPARTURE. ARRIVIm HASTINGS APPROX. MIDDAY.

SUNDAY AOOUST 14TH.

************************************

THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA MEETS ON THE FOURTH FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH (UNLESS

OTHERWISE STATED) AT 8.ooPM IN THE HALL AT DEEPDENE PARK, WHITEHORSE ROAD, DEEPDENE.

MELWAY REFERENCE MAP 46 A7.

THE CLUB IS AtJrHORISED TO CONDUCT EVENTS FOR AIL CATEGORIES OF "CLUB PERMIT" LICENCED

VEHICLES. ALWAYS CARRY YOUR CLUB PERMIT AND CURRENT HUMBERETTE WITH YOU WHEN

TRAVELLIm IN THE CAR.
J

*************************************



Road Law Update

various changes in laws for vehicle owners,

drivers and other road users have come into

forca since 1 January 1987.

. . '- These changes have been made in the interests
. of safe and efficient use of Victoria's "roads.

The range of offences for which Traffic
Infringement Notices ('on-the-spot" fines) can

be issued has been extended to reduce the
need for Court'8ppearances. New areas include

bicyclists, pedestrians, overloaded trucks,
taxis, tow truckS, recreation vehicles and

licensing and registration matters. 'On-the­
spot" fines shown in this booklet are printed in

bold. The maximum fine for a first offence
heard in Court is shown in brackets.

[j] Road Safety

Babies in cars

From 1 June 1988. it will be compulSOry to carry

babies under one year of age in an approved

bassinet or child restraint.

$135 (Court fine $500)

The only exceptions will be:

o if the vehicle is not required to be fitted with child

restraint anchorage points (required in all cars

made since July 1976);

o if there is no room in the back seat for a child

restraint because the seats are occupied by other

passengers:

o if the vehicle is a taxi; or,

o if the vehicle is registered in another State or

Territory.

If a child is not in an approved restraint it must be

carried in the back seat.

ApproVed restraints are those which have the

Standards Association of Australia mark AS 1754.

(Information about child restraint is available from

RTA Educational Services, phone (03) 810 2617 or

8102646.)

Following too closely
You must keep your vehicle a safe distance from any

vehicle In front of you.
,..

$85 ($300)

Vehicles over 7.5 metres must not travel closer than

100 metres behind another long vehicle on country

roads, except when overtaking.
($300) ,

Red flashing signals
Drivers must stop if the twin red lights outside a fire

station or ambulance station are flashing.

$135 ($500)

"U" Turns "
Drivers must not make .U' turns at a 'No Right Turn'

sign unless there is a sign allowing it to be done.

($300)

00 Trams
Passing trams

You must stop when approaching a stationary tram

at a tram stop. You may proceed past at 10 km/h or

less when directed by a uniformed Metropolitan

Transit Authority employee or in compliance with a

traffic signal, but only when the carriageway is free

of pedestrians and it is safe to do so.

($500) ,

If a tram is stopped at a terminu� or between stops, I
you may pass it at 10 km/h or less, provided there !

are no pedestrians on the road and it is safe to do so. i

" ($500) '.
I

"i
i

The 'On-the-spot" fine for passing a stationary tram

remains at S1�.

You are not required to stop or SlOW down when a

tram Is stationary in a full time tram lane, protected

by a safety zone or in a median reservation.

Fairways
You must keep to the left of the solid yellow line

during "tram only" hours, however, you may cross it

at any time when making a .u. turn, making a right

turn, crossing the Fairway or when passing a vehicle

that is blocking traffic. But when doing so you must

not delay a tram.

•

$60 ($200) ,
i

Wherever you see a broken yellow line you can use

the tram tracks at any time, providing you do not

delay a tram.

•$60 ($200)

00 Vehicle Equipment,
Use of number plate ­

covers

.t

Only flat, untinted and transparent number plate

covers may be used. ($200)

Sale of certain equipment
Sale of vehicle and safety equipment in the following

categories is prohibited unless it meets the

standards specified by the Road Traffic Authority:

o seat belts 0 window film "
o child restraints 0 number plate covers
o protective helmets 0 retreaded tyres.
o replacement glazing

($1000)

Standards specified by the RTA are published In the

Government Gazette.
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THE HUMBERETTE JULY, 1988.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT (Kennedy's Klangers)

Another month has slipped away from us. I learned on the radio the other day only so many days till

Christmas. Next we'll here the ringing in of the new year.

With the above in mind we must keep on getting the vehicles ready for Concours.. Last month I touched on the

engine compartment, this month we will have a wee look under the vehicle. Once again I stress upon you I

cannot mention everything, plus the fact that people being people, not everyone looks at the same items as

each other. Most people inspecting the vehicles look at different items each year. This year it could be

exhausts for instance, but next year the same person may select a different item to pick on. If you lost

points on a item this year don't just concentrate on that one next year because it doesn't work that way.

We will start at the front and work down to the rear of the vehicle. The first item we see is the large

cross member and fitted to that is the front suspension and steering. This looks a hell of a lot but so many

points are lost in this area that it needs a bit more than a look.. If you have access to a steam cleaner or

a pressure cleaner it helps in sorting out the old grease, mud and other bits that seem to hang around down

there. But even if you use either type of cleaner, do not leave it at that as you will still need to clean

with a rag. While you're there check for any damaged or worn parts.

To carry out a clean-up under the vehicle you may decide to jack it up and remove the wheels to make the task

easier. If so make sure you use a safety stand as some types of jacks can fail; do not use bricks - they �
crumble. If you use a steam cleaner or pressure cleaner remember it will remove grease out of joints so

replace it �nd wipe off any extra grease from the outside of the unit.

Having cleaned up the "front end", clean under the motor and gearbox, check the exhaust system, make sure all

the clips and brackets are in place and no holes in the system. Keep making your way' down to the rear axle

housing or assembly if you like. This unit is joined to the motor and gearbox by a long shaft. On your way

down clean it and again check it over for damaged or worn parts. The rear axle has a few other items

attached to it like the rear suspension, rear brake and controls and rear wheels. Once more clean and check

over, same as the other items.

•

Wheels and tyres need a separate mention as all too often people forget that there are two sides to them.

All too often the outside is cleaned - but the rest, too bad! Clean both sides, put a bit of tyre black on

the rubber (personally I use boot polish), but what you use is up to you. While you are working on the

wheels check for any cuts or wear that may make it unroadworthy and unsafe. Are all the tyres the same and

the correct size? Do they have the right pressure in them? And don't forget the spare wheel, give it the

same treatment. Replace wheels and trim, that is if it is the correct trim�

Now I know to some I have not covered everything but to do so would require a book to be written, so I leave ...

it to the individual to clean and check the other various items underneath, i.e. under guards, body skirts, ,.,

sills, behind bumper bars etc. One thing to remember while you're checking and cleaning the items, you are

getting to know and understand your vehicle. You may pick up something that otherwise would have been

overlooked, something that may endanger you and your family when out on the road so look on the bright side

of it.

If you decide to prepare your vehicle for one of the concours divisions, no matter which one, always remember

if you have a problem all you have to do is ask someone and I know they will help. Once you have cleaned up

the steel monster it is easy to hold it at a certain level.

Under vehicles is always a bit messy so if you are washing it put the hose underneath at each wash. Don't

just wash the top, wash away the road soil whenever you can, clear drain holes in doors or body to let out

water. Hopefully these things will prolong the life of the vehicle.

Well enough on that subject till next month. An item I would like to bring to your attention is the "trading

table". We need items to sell on it so if you have any bits and pieces, plants, books etc, or even the

family cat you don't want, maybe you can bring or send it along to fill a spot on the table. Don't clutter

up your place, let it clutter someone elses place.

Next a plug for Bob Kennedy - at the moment on my Series 11 Super Snipe I have fitted a full set of mag

wheels and new rear tyres complete with special nuts plus lock nuts. These are for sale if anyone is

interested. The reason for having them on is so you can see them fitted. You know my phone number.

I think that will do me for a while, see you at the next meeting.

2 80b Kennedy



MINUTES OF 8ENERAL MEETIN8

HELD ON FRIDAV 2�th Jun. 1988 AT DEEPDENE HALL at 8:00p.,

I'RESENT: I'1PPRoXDIo\TUY 30 11E_ All PER ATTENDAHCE 8OGK.

I£V ItIttRS & YISI'�: Vrc Vn.ION CI.IIDlED TO lE _TING HR _. 1'1Nn1ll.

IlHO HAll TAlCEIl OVER __ Of' A 5Bun IV S!aPf; IoN) 70JIlED 11lE a..u.. UwOlmMATUY

VIe lIE CClU..D IILL BEE _ ne 0_.

N'IJI fJDFS _ IlIIlEI\'EI) ..- 11lE Vua FNtlLY. PWlcY �y, SYL'IJA Pa,_. F_

STOCKVDl, RCID SmlMT. I\I1II J_ 11_.

ItINJ1ES Of' 11lE I'llEVlOUS IUTING All I'IlINTED IN THE JW£ 'H.a.uc, .E' __.ID All A

TRUE IiECOliIl ON TI£ IIOTION Of' Vlc Vn._ IE� BY Kunt \In.urloTT.

IlJSDESS I1USD6 T_ VAS NO __ NUSDIl.

•

aRESAIIBO::

IN:FIlOIl "-nw.IA POST C_ 1twwM••E AS A I'\&JCI\nON, BAy TO B�

_ III1lI _nON ON TI£ Rl\LLY IN SEPI_, tbalAII. BD.T_ VltH __nON ON

HIS EllliLY nooa. �. 5lw••_ VITM __nOlI ON AUCTION ON JW£ 20tH. B.�

Of' SYDNEY VI1M iiEQIDT FOR A tU.ER HAIjI( IIONIET MICOT. B� !IIu&_, :

_ �TIOIII ..- L_ 11_. Kat VATTB, I..LEv \/aD11lG: 9 _oIL _.

EJa_ Ihl'-: � AAO CM CLI. Of' '-r.• '-'mt CM Cua OF

'-r..lAtnRoLn CM Cua.. C.H.�.C.�. J-.. tU.ER CM eu. OF AusTRALl!\. ROllER CM

Cua. SlHENl TAUOT aw.- eu. NEws. OAIIUII �.iM CLI. Of' VICTORIA.
WTMLCOIIE L£TTERll TO Roo STEVMT I\I1II F_ ""-. TO IutH rt:e-v _

NlTICLE FOR IWMZDC. I'tlCHIlEL BD.TlWlE _ HIS tU.ER.

e-WONllENCE _,ID ON 11lE IlOnON OF FilED Pa,_ lIECClNIlID BY KEI1M

Vn.LIIIOTT.
IlJSDESS I\RISlNB: No __ NUSDIl.

lREASlRR'S iCEJlO(T: T_ VAS NO 11lEIIIUiiER'I iiEPORT.

EDII(R'S iCEJlO(l: e- 80INICH _.ID THo\T 184 IWIAZIMS _ BEEN _ OUT. I1aRE

MliMW. VAS _rm FOR TI£ iWlAZJIlE ON IJoGJ& _e.

•

BIENTS UIRC'WS REPOC,: PlinENrm BY �T Vn.LIIIOTT.

VI1IIT TO l£N LUICEY IlI&LIl ONLY ATlINl£II BY It tu-.

<NnIlG FOR JILY 1'(161_0.

'--r 0UTIIlG VIU. lE A __/1IESnMRANT lIOIlE\HRE •

TICItET1I AV� FOR 5'r1lNllAR) V_ ODeIER _.

T__ IPECIN- PRIZE 111 NIl �T.

101:: ROB DH.0p PiiEIEHTED _ OH �M ACTIVITIES. ITEIl8 11ENTI__ 11lE

AVAILMlIL1TY Of' PART YEAR iiEGI1I11IAnONB. OIFFICl&.TlEI VI1M nE 'a..u. PLATE' _.

lBeW... IlU!iD€SS:
RAy VoarER _ _ ONE DECIIlElI WlETHER A CM IIlllILII lE __ �

Of' _ &EItT TO TI£ LOColL TIP. � 1ME LAUGHTER __ IOI1E _OUS O_ON

TOOlC i'LACE I\I1II TI£ CONCLU&lON --.m AT THo\T 1ME IIO&T _NIlT �nONB _

TI£ CClIlmON Of' 1ME lIODY I\I1II _eflR'(. I\I1II TI£ RARITY Of' 11lE VEHlCLE.

TIIO ClUESTIOIl& __ 11lE ACTMTIEII OF THE fa"{; IN 1ME nAT1DII __

TIE 'CL.l8 PLATE' sc:te.: WERE ....&EHfii). T... GUESTIOH& WERE TO • ,...,., .v T'IC

I1EETIHIl FOR iiE'l\RI TO 1ME �M.

llminON 1. SNOILo TI£ � _lE TI£ RTA'I ATTEIW'T TO iiE_ A Cua. TO DO

&OI1ETHING IlMICH 111 NOT _'IiiE\l Of' IILL CLIl8ll ?
THlI ClUESTION C_ TI£ iiE_ THo\T CLUBil UICE _ -. __ TO

I'IlOVIDE &OI1E SAFETY INSPEcnON _All &OI1E OLDER CLUIIIl -. NOT. 0FnmAL R\/C IS NOT

COMBIllIREO TO lE ACCEPTAaLE IEC� Of' TI£ .-rAIE Of' W_ PMTI. lbl CL. IlOO NOT

HAVE NfY OETAILEO DU tenON PItOCIDURIS AT PR£8ENT.

T1£ ClUEllTlON VAI PUT TO TI£ I1EETlNG VltH A 1\U0IUTY ........"'1Hll NJ. T.... VAll

ONE YES IIHIVER.
CONT1llUIII...
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lAEsTtON 2. SHou..o lIE ATT£IPT TO EIlIlUIlE THAT TtE RT" COIFIRIl IN VRITJNIl THEDl
AEllU1NEiWiiml AND TtE LIA8n.ITl£S OF TtE CL.. AND THEIR OfFICERS, __ IN IllND THAT

TO DO SO MY 1E0P_1E THE SELF AEGlLATClRY MATI.IlE OF TtE __ __ TO E

_ IN IIO&T OF THE CL-<BUT NOT ALL OF THEtt). 7

THE Ql£STtON VAS �I&\im lII1M A 1lAZ0000Y SAYlNG YES, lII1M 5 _ SAYDG

1«).

" SNlPLE T£E""8H1WT VAS Dm'LllYED THAT \/ILL COST AROUND $13.
Jot YATES 1lEHT10fe) THAT TtE I\IlC-TV IS IW<JNll A FJUl 011 IN.- lLrnP AND

VIYI£NHE lEIClH THAT IIILL FEATI.IlE CLUB tta.Rs.

" IU&R BICYCLE IS FOR SALE IN TtE TRADlllG PosT.

11EET_ CLOSED AT 9:30 ,.., __ VAS INIOYED BY ALL.

*******************************************************************************************************

SECRETARy NOTES

Due to Arnold being engaged in moving house this month, there is no Secretary's Report available this issue.

However, would members please note that Arnold's new phone number is (059) 75 6B07.

******************************************************************************************************** •
SOCIAL NOTES

Hello everyone and welcome to the second half of the yearl

I guess, like me, you enjoy the casiness and comfort of indoors at this time of the year. It needs a deep

breath and a mite of courage to take an early morning plunge into the crisp fresh air! Needless to say

warmth and comfort will be the main theme of our next two outings.

By the time you receive this magazine, the Standard/Vanguard Dinner Dance will be over. The event this year

has a red, white and blue scheme, in keeping with the origins of our Bicentennial ancestors - I guess there

will be an air of the "British Bulldog" around the hall at Eltham North on this night! I'm still tryirg to

think of a suitable, but not too conspicuous garb for Keith and myself to wear for the occasion.

Our annual smorgasbord luncheon with the Chevrolet Club takes place on Sunday August 14th. After last year's

disasterous experience we have decided to change the venue and we'll be travelling in convoy with the

Chevrolet people to the Westernport Pub at Hastings. This venue put on a special Sunday smorgasbord with

entertainment at $16.00 per head, (children half price) and it comes tested, tried and well recommended by �

several other car clubs. A bookirg for 40 has been made for this day and as members may be fairly tight, I

would appreciate your notifying me at the next meeting if you plan to.attend.

September 25th is the date for our next pleasant Sunday afternoon and family meeting. It was suggested

recently that city members may care to billet some of the more distant country Humber members should they

wish to attend the meeting. If you are interested, either from the providing or receiving end, please let me

know A.S.A.P. and I'll see what can be done. Maybe we could provide a model match (of cars, that isll) I've

put the "hard word" an Chas Speed on this occasion to spin us more of his delightful magical yarns.

Our HCCV membership includes a variety of talent, some of which has been partiCUlarly active of late. We are

indebted to John Berry of Canberra for several magazine items on his Bicentennial Humber projects. Watch for

them in the Humberette over the next few months. Watch out also for Jim Yates' MK 11 Snipe in the ABC

Production on Lawrence Olivier & Vivien Leigh. Club cars seem to be getting quite a bit of exposure on the

media lately although we haven't yet managed to produce anything like a "Genevieve"!

Each month our Club receives qUite a selection of exchange magazines from other Clubs. These publications

offer a hast of interesting reading with general technical information that can often be adapted to our own

cars, plus news of sister Clubs and their activities; they're just the thing to fill in a dull winter's day ­

or perhaps you would like to jUmp on the Humber bicycle advertised in this magazine and tryout a different

set of wheels! However, please keep Friday July 22nd free for our next general meeting.

I'll look forward to seeing you there.

Margaret.

********************************************************************************************************
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FOR SALES

1964 Super Snipe, black with red upholstery, registered to December 1988, 70,000 miles, one owner, interior

excellent, small dent on one guard and door, needs new exhaust and four tyres.

Contact: Ken Banks, Mt. Wallace via Ballan, Ph: (059) 60 8257.

1964 Humber Sports Bicycle, all original except saddle, three speed hub gears, hub generator and hub brakes,

steering link, offers around $250.00.

Contact: Ph: 437 1253, Eltham.

1964 Hillman Minx, excellent condition, r.w.c., registered to October 1988, best offer.

Contact: James Kent, Casterton, Ph: (055) 81 1414 or (055) 72 5881.

(James also has details of a 1938 coneours condition Hillman for sale.

WANTED

Books in good condition on any topic, fiction or non-fiction, old or new, fair prices paid and I will collect

anywhere between Melbourne and Mornington.

Contact: Arnold Goldman, Ph: (03) 647 7643 (BH) or (059) 75 6807 (AH).

Bonnet Mascot for a Humber Hawk Series I, Rootes accessory number H.109394.

Contact: B. Dowson, 12 Wyatt Avenue, Regents Park, NSW, 2143.

-y-

Rear chrome window surround for MK 2 S/Snipe, also interested in interior fittings e.g. glove box, dash,

speedo etc.

Contact: Keith Hopkins, Ph: 723 5025.

Give Away: MK 6 Hawk parts, all mechs and body parts, stripped down for take away.

Contact: Ray Webster, Ph: 478 4669.

********************************************************************************************************

THANK YOU

I would like to show my appreciation to two HCCV members; Peter Reid and John Hosking. They tirelessly

prepared my Humber in readiness for the National Rally at Swan Hill. Peter did the body work and John the

spray painting. The result reflected their efforts. The only cost to me was for the materials used. Many

thanks for their kind gesture and Club spirit.

Ken Rowlinson

********************************************************************************************************

The Old And The New - Rootes Group who made Humbers sold out to Chrysler, who in turn

sold out to Mitsubishi, so you can say a Mitsubishi is a fourth generation Humber.

(From a company view that is, or putting it another way, from Anglo Saxon to Japanese

in less than a century). John Berry.
5



August 21st, 1931.

NEW HUMBER AND HILL�1AN MODELS

The latest Humber Snipe which has

larger head lamps and neater hub caps.

Contributed By Peter Davenport.
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THE HUMBER PROGRAMME
STABILITY has been a watchword

from the first beginnings of the old­

established Humber organisation.

anu when an ('minently satisfactory tar

has b('en evolved and produced. the

policv is to refine and continue it rather

than"tn change for the sake of changing.
Thus for 1932 the curr('nt range of Hum­

b('r cars, the IG-50 h.p.. th,e Snipe,

and the Pullman. is Qeing continued,

various small alterations having been in­

troduced, as it were. to gild the lilies.

The only momentous chan�t$ arc that �he
prices of the models 111 the Smpe

s('ries have been reduced by £20. and that

there is an entirely new style of coach­

work for the Pullman. About the

ne\\' Pullman there is such an aristocratic
air and sllch a dignifie(1 appearance.

t hdt the price comes almost as a surpris(',
for a. large seven-seater limousine or lan­

daulet, fini!iheu as Humbers know how to

11i!ih a car !m,ide and out, �annot he

ed expensIve at' £735. RIght from
c front the car is imposing, Cor the

radiator ha,.; been made 2in. higher, anci

thus appcars even better proportionell

than it was IJcfore. Also the hIgher anll

more horizontal bonnet balances weH
with the impressive proportions' of the

body. Actually, there are two styles qf

bour, the landaulet and the IimousitH',
the difference lJeing that the limousine

has a fixed metal roof, whilst the landau­

kt roof can be opened so far as the rear

compartment is concerned. This style

• of body has two compartments, a broad

(rnnt seat, b,ehind whiL•• is a partition,

Ilaving a glass window which can be

opened or Closed by mf'ans of a winder,

Three Successful Models

Continued. Improve­

ments in Details; Snipe

Prices Red u C t! d: Fine

New Coach wo rh for

, Pullman Models

and aft of the partition is the main body,

consisting of a 'luxurious rear seat, and

two occasional seats which can be fold!".1

Ollt of the way when not wanted.

The rear seat hn!i dbuw rests, an,1

elbow recesses, ancl in the centre is a dis­

appearing arm rest. This seat is very

cleverly arranged, so that by means of

a winding handle at till' side, the seat

Cllshion can be IJrought forward and the

---�'__.o--�-.,��,
---'. -"-

'" -'
,

...- �, .- ". "
..........

'" .........
\ -'- .........

I): ',t.,

\

I: �,

Updraught carbureUer and V-type induc­

tion pipe on the 16-50 h.p. Humber.

hack tilted, more or less, according to re­

quirements, which is, of course, a very

valuable provision indeed for long-dis­

tance travel. The new hody is slightly

longer and gives considerably mnrp rnom,

also a rearrangement of the occasional
seats allows appreciably more leg room

as well. The outward appl'arance is

characterised by a clean, smooth s\\'eep

in the roof and well proportioned win­
do\\'s, nicC'ly curveu where curves are

graceful. The back of the hody stril<es
rather a new note, inasmuch as the rear.

most pancl sweeps inwards towards the

base, and then sweeps outwards .\f;J.ia to

match into the lines of an apron which

covers the whole of the back of the

chassi�, including the dumb irons, and

rcaches to the edge of the rear \\'ing:>.

The wings themselves are excellent, vcry

1)(�autiCully proportioned, deeply domed,

a nd ha \'1' deep valances, so that there is

:\ minimum of the I1nderneath of till,

wings showing when viewed from 'a Jis-

I tance. These wings are a very nice :)al­
a nce between the, fine-looking sport!i

t?PCS of last year and the needs of prac­

tical utility for I<ceping a car rf'ally

clc.1.n. Another point about the body is

that the rear quarter lights are 'videI"

than usual, so that there is a better view

from the inside of the car, and also the

doors are wider, which makl's entry more

easy.

:\ return has becn made to the best

quality of interior finish, hides of the

finest quality are employed, also deep

pile carpets, and the woodwNk used in

the fillf't,; anci garnish rails is eith-.'r

mahogany or quartered walnut, highl)"

The Humber Pullman chqssis for 1932.
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and silencer on thc intake has also bee� makc!> it easier to manceuvre the car to
added. and fro in a garage.

. One of the special poiiltS about the An embellishment on the 1932 Humber

Humber cars has been the positioning of range is a new type of instrument panel,

the gear lever where it comps,just ri�ht a very neat square-plate design with a

to the hand, and the use of a f; irly stilT black centre and plated edges. The cars

'shaft for it. On last year's cars the re- have improved front wings in which there

verse could only be engaged when n is less scooped out of the valances rising

plunger in the top of the change speed up to the front edge of the wing. Larger

lever knob was depressed. This system and more imposing head lamps are fitted

has now been abandoned, and a spring and the Magna type hubs of the wir�
catch is employcd within �he top of the wheels arc not only improved in shape,

gear box, so that to get into reverse the but have hub cap�. with a single central

.' lever has only .to be pushuj farther over screw instead of spring clips. On each

V-type induction plpe of the Snipe� with' against an incrl'ased pressure. This model the silencing arrangements have
, petrol drain in the base., �" . �1:\,�' b�en modified to secure more quiet run-

'\::::: ��, mng.
polis!lcd. Dual electric screen wipers, �=:::::---
larger 'head lamps, cigarette lighters for, '�Principal Featur<!s an d Prices,
both front and rear compar1 "lents are Briefly the main features of the cars in
some of the additional points in what �s the Humbers ser:es are as follows:
one of the finest-looking cars Humbers 16-50 h.p. six cylinders, 65 X 106
have yet made. mm. (2,100 c.c.)' tax £r6, seven-bearing

Minor alterations have been made in crankshaft, overhead inlet, and side ex.
the 16-50' h.p. six-cylinder Snipe. and haust valves, pressure feed, petrol pump
Pullman chassis. The four. ',\'heel - feed to carburetter, detachable oil filter
brakes have been changed from the and oil purifier, battery ignition, unit
Bendix duo-servo tie-rod operated type construction, dry single-plate clutctA
to the Bendix armoured cable system. four-speed gear hox with silent thif(�
the new brakes being smoother in opera. speed, open propeller shaft with Hardy
tion and easier'to adjust. Moreover, the SpiceI' joint�, spiral bevel final drive,
'cable method prevents any movement of Anti-glare flaps in the roof of the new s�mi-tlonting banjo type rear axle, Ben-
the front axle or steering head from Humbers. dlx Duo-servo four wheel brakes, worm
affecting application ot the brakes. The and n�lt steering. wheelhase loft., track

brake drums. too, have been stiffened 4ft. 8m.
up with plentiful ribs so as to �revent "Snipe," 24 h.p., six-cylinders, 80x
the possibility of squeaking. Greater r.r6 n�m: (3,498 c.c.). general specifica-
lateral stability has beel' secured at the tlOn �llmlar to 16-50 h .p.; larger engine
front of the ear by altering the method t� gl\:e equally refined performance,
01 mounting the shock absorbers. These With higher speed and greater reserve of

are now attached to the frame trans- power.
versely. 'so that the outer end of the " " �ull�an," ;;imi,lar specification to tlle
shock absorber arm is cC;lUpled up as �Ipe, ,but With wheelbase 11ft"
closely as possible to the end of the axle. track 4ft. 8m.

. . The prices of the 1932 series are as

Improved Steering follows: 16-50 h,p. touring car, £395:

In the steering, a considerable improve- saloon, fixed roof, £425; sliding roof,
ment in the respect of preventing any £435; drop head coupe, £450; four.light
tendency to wandcr has been secured by saloon, sliding roof, £455; sports saloon,
an alteration to the front springs .. Thl' sliding roof: �460; Sesame saloon, drop
alteration is quite a !>imple one; the head and shdmg roof, £475.
anchorage at the rear end of the front . "Snipe" touring car, £43?;. saloon,.
spring has been dropped considerably hxed roof, £465; saloon, shdm& roof,.
further below the frame side, so that the [475; drop head coupe, £490; four-light
spring has an inclination making it s<l;l�on,sliding roof, £495; sports saloon,
higher on the front end than it is at the shdmg roof, £500.
rear. An improvement has also been . . > '�esame" saloon, with drop head and
made to the water pump of the engines, RIbbed drums, cab[e-opfraled brake.�, and sliding roof, £515; "Pullman" 7-seat<'r
and a new type of gland adopted to pIe- .transversely mouT!.�ed �hock absorber on saloon, £695; l.imousin<'" £735; landau-
vent the possibility of leakage. A con- - the,Snzpe. let, £735: cabrlOlet LIe vl1le, coachwork
siderable amount of weight, also, has by Thrupp and Mah.�rly, £99j,

been saved in the engines by the adop­

tion of elektron instead of aluminium ao;;

a metal 'for the crank case, elektron being

lighter and stronger than aluminium.

On the Snipe engine a new type

of induction pipe has been fitted. Like

the previous pipe. this is hot-water.

jacketed, but it is now of a slightly V
shape, the point of the V being down­

wards, and at the lowest level there is a

small drain pipe which ensure' that ?ny

liquid petrol which might drip down

from the down-draught carburetter,

either when the car is stationary or i.be

engint' idling, is immediately run off and

prevented from collecting in the pipe.
On the 16 h.p, engine a similar type of

: induction pipe has been added, but in

. this case an up-draught Stromberg cnr­

buretter of a different type is fitted. By

la up-draught ," is meant the normal type

of vertical carburetter. An air c1ean�r

8

The latest Humber Pullman landaulet.

A new note is struck in the design of the

back panelling.
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Hark SNIPE. SUPER SNIPE. PUL�N. etc.

CH�SSIS NO, [NOlNE NO. BODY NO, COLOIIl RE8.NO. OVNER

It< I SUPER SNIPE 19\6-V

6770220 R2563 8REEN INP 936 T. tIc�LPI NE

6770659 OREYl61.ACK VY 563 O.aRANDE

6l.ACK UNREO L. L1I1lORFF

It< 11 SUPER SNIPE 1�8-'9
6801'61RSO 6602109RSO BLACK UNREO D.STIIRR

660�3'�RSO UNREO L.HAHILTON

6605663RSO BLACK UNREO R.H0B8Y

660590lRSO UNREO R.COOPER
6610932VSO SHS066�50 DREEN SS 1950 R.CANE

BLACK RK 1957 \H(NOI/N

SiLVER e56 391 J.YAlES

It< III SUPER SNIPE 1950-51

A6001322RSO DARK eREEN UNRE8 H.PERKINS

A6002611RSO IBV 365 B.BOVKER

ABOO�360RSO aREY UNRE8 O.aRANDE
A600'5�1 CH 0519 O.BROOkES

A600526'RSO UNREO L.HULL

UNRE8 R.ALDM

SILVER/aREY CH 0106 L.L1NDORFF

It< III PlLUIo\N AIIIIlJ..ANCE 1951

UNREO R.FORTH

It< IV SUPER SNIPE CONVERTIBLE 1952

HAROON UNRE8 R.IJUNl.OP

It< IV SUPER SNIPE 1952-53

BYV 793 R. ALDAH

A0215092VSO T6552 CRE�H UNREO P.CLARK

A6216261VSO OREY fl8I) '52 O.BOSNICH

A6216711VSO/L BL�CK BOP 339 R.PEPPRELL

A1l21709'VSO DREY 0ClU 097 V.BICK

8I1F 325 6. FOX

10"269 7 BLACK OTD O'� A.HALL

810 700 T. tlcALPI NE

It( IVA SUPER SNIPE 1_-57

A6'30296VSO AA 9307 H.ATKINS

A6'50620VSO BLUE UNRE8 R. OUIl.OP

A6'60317VSO TOI3' BLUE UNRE8 P.CLARK

S7l0llPS RRV 739 I.FOREHAN

A6'60202VSO TO"3 BLUE/ORB D�E 230 \H(NOVN

'"
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SHOCK ABSORBERS

Ono 01 the__• yet IIIlllII common oul.of-order

IIIlUble spoil 00 a ""*,,Y8hicle 8IIlthe shock_6the '

.-. 8IIl fUty, 'fOIl car will giWla� ride and ..-n
handling.

Tha simpIa IllS' is tI bcunca ona 01 the comars 01,.... car
up and down v\allfOUIIy .-si limes, 6 the_c:onIinueS

up and doWn.you hM "unhandad" It, the.-. nead
�. 6 the_ bcuncas's1raighI back tI _ and

doesn', keep going up and doWn another ccupIo 01 limes, you
canllliax in the knilwledge lhoIlhey'.. proboIlIy in good "'-,

To replac8the..., shocllars, _the_"""then

the lOP ona (whiCh ""'l' __ cIimIling intIthe boot) tI got tIie
old IOlil out. And -. putIOlg the _ ana In. IIIl1OII1ber tI
lepiacathe__•weII.the_waahers. But 00

the front. :: 118 olIBn� the front --. strut and
nead_,j BqlipI81I and knowIedgo tI be f8IlIaCad.

As wiIh 1IIlllII._1icaI par1s, you'lI be�00 1he

besis 01 faIaa ooonomy K you buy 1he """""""' ..placamOolts
_. Ganuina fact>Iy ......... dii 118 -u. 000_'

Ing, or you mIghI_ got soma gas-fiIIad rapIacemant IOlils 101'

a_prIca. Tha_is lhoI1he�units ..,.>" "_" •
most ncn-gas shock aIlaortMn wiI do 00, 101' axampIe. alcng

run 00 a corrugalad surlaca.

u.tISl.. COITACT POINTS
The contIICI points, found in the d1a_. are an

aaaentiaI part of the ignition ays1Ilm. They comprise
two sets of arms at lhe 'end of which are two tiny

oon1Ilcts only e fraction of a millimetre apart. As the

engine demanda eIectriciIy to igni1e the fuel. the
contIICIS open and close to provide a spark with the

coil. which is then passed on to the plugs.

In time. the hesttakes its lOll of the contacts, and they
becorrMIi burnt, pitted, carboned up or just worn out.

NatUrally When this .occurs, the car doesn't function as

it shOukt. Symptoms of malfunctioning points are
engine misfiring. sluggishness and sometimes jerky
engine perronnance and hard starting.

AdvanceS made In points design have improved their

�butonce they are burnt or pitted. they IuMl to
be �. RepIecing points is tricky, as adjusting

U- ..- h8ving ihe engine at lOp dead centre.
c:heckI�sp'ing lanslOn. and correcting the dwell angle
and ICl dgnmenl

_. in an emergency you can clean the con­

tael8 bV using a piec8 of. emery papar from a box of
matches-just_this_thecootacts and rub
� then clean _ all dust or deb<is with a dry,

clean cIoIh. Thla is purely a stop-gap measure and the

points should be checked bV an expert as soon as

possible.

I CAR TALK

THE MIOIITAlCE'OF
THEHAlDBRAIE

11la impOr1anC8 01.... t .... or 1he park _. is

rnIy�. Yalt """ couoa_damaga. iIP'Y and

�-�-;
, L81's talk _101'a-.,6 you _1he_in

"park" wiIhoul using 1he hai............. you 11818Sting 1he
full waighlol1he_ona IIrrf_ piA In ..._,

AND�the law, whicll sap lhot you must puI 00 1he
park_ fiimIy -. portrad._'- jumpad out 01

I'ark and run_ SOIllIiIiIll8S wiIh_ rasuIts.

Tha best iIlIa is lhoI1he park_is IllCI8 importInl than
"P" in 1he__Push doWn 00 1he loot_tInnIy.

you pul1he ...... on tI maIle Ko oparaIion IllCI8_.

_ you gat intI a parIoid _, ftrs1Iy ...... 1he

_. Next. changa".,_inlo "NaUiJiii", .

Tha_ main _iIagos ...

• allor"''''''' 1he-, you don't '- tI dnIg 1he gear
_�"'........""'1Ogot tI "drIva";

• in a manual car. you'. _ a jump forward or back K

yoo'''lorgoltBn that the car is in gear;
• you won't aloIN 1he woight 01 the car tI I8Sl 00 the
_.should you got 1he system W!OI1\l and drop your

_first.

Changing a Rocker Co'er Gasket
A common cause of oil leaks in a car's engine is

the failure of the gasket (seal) between the rocker cover

and the engine block.

The rOcker or valve cover, as it is sometimes
known. is the in..rted baking-tin shaped component
silting on lOp of the engine. Oil is forced up to the top of

the engine to lubricate the rocker arms, camshaft(s)
and valve gear and the gasket is subject to 8xtrefTl@'

hest and pressure.

To "piece it, Iirsl remove the nuts holding the
rocker cover on to the block and then take ij 06. Now

remove the old gasket from the Cowlr and the block. It is
_Iyou """""'" ....-y bit of the old gasket as little
pieces often stick. on and result in the new one not

sealing property.

Use gasket goo to make the seal ....n more,
secure. Spread a little of the goo on the block and

around the edge of the cover. then place the gasket in
the correct position on the block and carefully replace

the cover, Replace the nuts and tigh1Bn sllfllcientfy. but
don't over-do ij as this compresses the gasket \00

much. leading to _n>, Olean off excess goo and

leave it for a while to cure. '

. Run the engine for a few minutes at round 1500 to

2000 ""'" and check to ensure lhatthe gasket is not
aftowlng oilto�escape .., ,
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Five Collectible Examples of
by Richard M. Langworth

COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY BY BUDJUNEAU

The appeal of "a gentleman's

club on wheels," in the death­

less words of Britain's William

Boddy, has always been strong among

the English-speaking peoples. John

Bond of Road & Track, who waged a

long and fruitless campaign against it,

said "tree wood has no place in an

automobile;" many have argued that

cowhide doesn't, either. But the

fragraitt, visually impressive combina­
tion of the two continues to waft

expensively toward purchasers of

upper-class motorcars - and some

lower-class ones, too. Time was when

the most ordinary of econo-cars were

decked out in manmade approx­

imations (most of them not good) of

the "look of walnut" and the "feel of

leather."

Car collectors reflect the tastes of

new-car buyers of generations past.

Indeed it has been said that you

become a car collector when you real­

ize you can now buy the auto­

mobile you couldn't afford when it was

new. So a strong market has always.

existed for cars finished in "English­

Traditional." We examine here five

representatives, most of which stood,

in their day, at the top of their lines.

These cars are remarkably similar in

character and dimension. All of them

follow that leather-and-walnut school

of design at which the British excelled,

back when they were building cars of

their own, not a UK version of some­

thing designed in Europe or Asia. All

are ofmonocoque, unit-body construc­

tion; all seat five in big leather

armchairs with fold-down armrests

and rear picnic tables; all weigh within

250 pounds of each other; all have the
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Above: Jaguar 3.8 Mark 11 Below: Humber Imperial

same approximate wheelbase and

length; all but one are Sixes. All are

commonly found with automatic

transmission, which is sometimes

standard. Despite these similarities,

there's much design, engineering and

performance variation.

Could there be one here for you?

Flick on your reading lamp, fold up

your copy of The Financial Times, and

sip a glass of Cockburn's whilst we

consider an alluring array of English

luxury from the 1960s.

1960.67 Jaguar 3.8 Mark II

Alphabetically second, but first in

just about every other category, is

Jaguar's best-known sports saloon,

which enjoyed a good long run and



English, Traditional

•

Abo": Rov.r PG coupe &low: Vanden PI.. 4..Utre R

•

.1.,

.' \-'�'. .

.'; : .':.,.

sold about 3000 copies a year. Despite

its long.stroke engine, already 12 years

old when the Mark IT appeared, it's the

only one with over 200 net horsepower,

thus clearly the quickest of the group.

It is smoothly styled in the typical

Jaguar fashion, we11.built, lovely to

look upon, and has a very strong

collector following. For all these

reasons It mey also be beyond your

purse, and believe us, it doesn't pay to

buy a "restofable" one.

The pretty, close-coupled Jal(Uar

sports sedan line, which began in 1956,

used a monocoque bodyshell with a

broad glass area, and was powered by

the long-nmning twin-cam XK engine

in three dispJacementa: 2.4 (rarely

found in the US), 3.4 and 3.8. We focus

on the 3.8 because it represents the

top of the line - though this gives it a

huge performance advantage over

other cars in this survey - and the

Mark IT because it was built in the '60s

- rather more modem looking than

the 1956-59 Mark I. (The exterior dif­

ference ia the Mark Ps thick steel win­

dow framea; the Mark U's are thin and

chrome-plated, much more distinc­

tive.) Numerous extra.eost items were

available. including.hands91ne knock­

off wire wheels and, in many years.

air conditioning.

The 3.8 Mark 11 enjoyed moat of ita

sales in the LlS, a steady success

through 1967. when it was discon­

tinued in deference to the XJ6. The

XJ took a long time to get into show­

rooms, however, snd the gap in the line

was not well-filled by the S-type, with

its Mark X.like deck and fussy E-type

independent rear suspension. (The S­

type had 4.2'liters from 1966; the 2.4

and 3.4 were.kellt in producti\)<} 08 the

240 and 340, bilt not for the Ameri.
can market}

Qne !'eaapn wily. the Mark IT has

sucll.'��d ,j<Jll�nrls its Olym­
pian c0"l�tion Career. In European
rallying it was supreme in its class, but

it was perhaps more admired o..rllere

(or it� proweRR in sedan racing. With

strong factory support, Mark lIs

attracted drivers like Bruce McLaren,

. John Surtees, Graham Hill, Mike

Parkes and Roy Salvadori, who raced

for equally famous teams: Tommy

Sopwith's Equipe Endeavout, Peter

Berry. and Surrey dealer .John Coomhs.

It has to he said t.hat they were some.

times hested by big-engined American

cars - Ford Galnxie 5OO's most often .

once even hy a lumbering Chevy

Impala. But those cars, remember.

had at least fiG?" more horsepower.

Frenchman Aemard Cons ten, who

drove a Mark 11 to victory in the Tour

de France four times running in 1960.

63, was finally beaten in '64 by two

Ford Mustangs. (The Tour then went

into limbo, not occurring again until

Consten helped revive it in 1969. By

that time it was owned by Porsche ­

but times had changed.)

In civilian dress the Mark U is

eminently satisfying: beautifully ap.

pointed, good looking in and out, more

than adequately fast, asaembled with

care. Even with automatic1 it's very

lively off the line, and it cruises easily

at any speed you could hope to drive in

this country. It is blessed with strong

club support and a host of parts sup-

CAR rm.r.r�rmH - MARCH 19M 25

",



pqers. But with all this attention it is

commensurately expensive. We don't

think there are any really outstanding

ones left for under $10,000. Stil� when

you consider that the $6000 a 3.81X18t

new 20 years ago is equivalent to
$18,600 today, $10,000 doean't 80und

like 80 much.

1965-67 Humber Imperial

JQlis is a rare car, and you are much

more likely to find a Super Snipe - if

you can stand the name. The Imperial

differed through its raft of standard

equipment: Armstrong' Selectaride
electrically adjustable shocks; twin­

band radio; rear defroster; fog and

driving lights; vinyl roof coVering; elec­
trically adjustabll! rillIr shocks; 888ist

straps, separate heater, reading lamps

and a shag throw rug in the rear com­

paitment. While plebian Snipes were
assembled by Rootss, Imperials Were

puttogetherbythe'lbruppA:Maberiy

1XI8Ch_1ra.

21 MARCH_-CARCOUJ!:Cf'OR

It doesn't match the JaguarMark n,

but the big Humber does have s com­

petition pedigree - in the toughest of

all rallies, the East African Safari. The

1961 marathon - 3300 miles of ugly

bush routes outand beckfrom Nairobi

- found a SerIes 2 Super Snipe,

driven by Canadian zoologist Lee

Talbot, fourth overall behind two

works Mercedes and a Ford Z.phyr.m

1962, Talbotwas ftrst In class and third

overall In a Sefits 3 Snipe three­

quartars t.hJ:a.Itghthe rally, but his

unprotected Iu!BP.- holed and ha
retired with the'lIIine esiled lOUd.

I owned a Humber Imperlal for four

years, and 80 can speak with some

experience. I think it is a much better

car than it geta credit for being. The

immediate impreasion first-time driv­

ers have is one of smoothness:

everything works with siJky precision

and silence. At 75mPh the clock is not

the loudest noiIe --you can't hetJr the
clock. But tJ+ handling isn't up to
much (Lee �'a Humbers must

have been carefully modified) and the

Borg-Warner automatic gets confused

on hills because of the low-powered

engin\s, shifting eimlesely up and

down. You have to live with that. •
The walnut and leather-awathed

intarior we once ducribed as a "mini-
, Dianayland," what with the pdgeta.

You can play all day with tha Select­

Iride shocb. which� IJOft/rJ»dNmI
hard.NtdrJIJ COIltroUed from thedub.
Thera are 13courtaay lam.-, el&bt
haeller8ldefrolten/veDtilatora, a _­

plex radio wItb rront/rear �....
four operable vent wings, three fold­

down 81'1D1'astst,72 -.tac:ljuatmanw­

even little plastic eyelashea to IIIc:k

down over the triple wamiDI IiIhts
(direction, high-beam, amperes) if

they get too bright for you at aight.

That's the ,plus aide. Naptivel

becin with thehe8vy-bancied frontend
_ling: a bflllld chromium IIIU8tache

which wraps around at the aIclea with
, all the pIIIIIdw.� a llM9 ....... _

far too IIWIYJu..'..... '11ie reat CIl

•

, . It'
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the ClU' is more up-to-date, with

aquared-offroollille and acrel of glall;

the deck il crilp and haaa Rol1l-Royce

look, which you don't mind. The body

sidel are clean, if a bit high and alab­

like.

But the front end killa it. The deaign

wal influenced by�tbe LoewyStudi08,

under contract to Rootel, and Loewy

never went in for "vintage" styling.

Had Rootel inlilted on full English­

Traditional, tecked on an upright

classic radiator with a dummy rsd cap,

and ltuck to just two headlamps,

collectorl would be lcoffing them

up.

The chief drawback of the Imperial

mnthecollector�ewpoimis�la�

of appreciation potential I bought

mine in 1981 for $2750, spent $1000 on

capital improvements, sold it in 1985

for $3500. We peg the best one in the

world at $5000 today, but that'l really

very generoue, andthe lame $3500 will

ltill net a nice Imperial or Super

Snipe.'

The Humber il one of the cheapelt

care in our lurvey, which il not

necelsarily bad. Incidentally, its

engine WII deligned by Annltrong­

Siddeley, who knew a f_ thingl, and

il often deacribed al "bullet-proof." It

/

Below. (_rlal o.>-lhe-malte at Tbrupp

6: Ma1lerly,London. VutchromllllD .mlle
andC(ldd1llhto__rotot)'llnl_

Allow ""'" ....taUln' an acre of b....led
walnut; DOte 8electerldo ........ control•

•
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may be thirsty; pehapI it may bum a

little oil; but like a Studebaker 289 V-8

or a Triumph two-Iitar Four, you can't

kill it (and, considering how hard it is
to get parts, that'l a good thing

indeed).

1962.67 Rover PS & PSb

Here's an interesting bit of design

tradition: the PS's, lalt cars built by an

independent Rover before it merged

with Triumph and then into British

Leyland, were designed by David

Bache who later designed the radically

differen,t fto':��,� in the 1960s and

I

the SDI line in the 19701. Yet the only

similarity was the badge On their bon­

nets - and, in some cases, the Buick

V-8 underneath.

The Series 1 Rover 3-litre arrived in

1958, the first Rover with monocoque

construction, powered by a 112hp

Rover 90 engine with.•rheed inlet

and side exhausts. We ignore that one

here in the interest of unifonnity, con­

centrating on the 121hp Mark 2/3 of

the '60s. The torsion bar front suspen­

sion wa. also new to Rover, By 1962,

when the' Series 2 appeared, the PS

had disc front brakes, optional power

steering, s Wes1ake-designed cylinder

NoIhiD. fndly about UU. MUd ol"bland mterior Oil the Rover P5b .aloon. There-. IIIO.N
HadI'oom here thUII la die cbopped "Coupe" venio.� Readinc 1aIIII,. weN mou&ad
........ each d_.



Vpden PI..

4-Ut.. R

MAKE JnllUlr Humber Rover Rover Vlndln PI..

MODEL 3.8Mkll Imperill P5 Mk 2/3 P5B 3500 4 Utre �

MODEL YEARS 196(}'67 1965.67 1962-67 1967.73 1964-68

PRODUCTION 30.141 2,300 lIt. 30,000 e.t. 18,536 7,OIrI

LENGTH i) 181.0 184.5 186.0 186.0 186.0

WHEELBASEn 107.4 110.0 110.5 110.5 110.0

WEIGHT (lb•• ) 3360 3200 3640 3600 3570

•ENGINE dohc 6 in�line 6 in.llne 6 ohv V8 ohv6

DISPLACEMENT 3781 cc 2965 cc 2995 cc 3528 cc 3909 cc

BORExSTROKE (mm) 87d06 86.83 78d05 89.71 95.91

COMP.RATIO 8.0:1 8.0:1 '8.75:1 10.5:1 7.8:1

BHP/RPM (net) 220/5500 12915000 121/4800 185/5200 175/4800

PERFORMANCE

.c1"",to. Trnn•.)

().60 (lecI.) 9.8 15.5 13.5 11.0 12.0

SIS 1/4 mile:

seeond. 17.2 20.7 19.8 18.3 18.9

lpeed 82.0 68.0 67.0 76.0 75.0

Top.peed 12(}'125 10(}. 105 102-108 105-110 104-108

Avg.MPG 13-14 14-15 14-15 15-16 11-13

AVG. PRICE NEW $5000 $5300 $5000 $6000 $6800

TOP PRICE NOW $10,000 $5000 $4000 $5000 $5000

FOR Perlonn. Low price. Spoce, Good po� RoIIo-Roye.

once, otylc 8OIOOthnt.... Itrength, rormancej onob .p-

ine com. q••6ly, ride; e"line peal;Snt

•pictnell, g.dgelo; IUtomatic porta l fitllld

porta. wonderfully lp�. ..Met linioh;

weird '0IIIIIl0II.
.voiloblo. quieL

AGAINST Unibody A roster; Slow; HelV)'j Subjoct ID

nIIt, 11ow; pondol<lWl pond..... cootIy

interior porta hllldlor, hondler, enciftf

l tnmk dillicult, rnltlj body porta pnlblellll;

,romped. mechlniel porta aclrtej lock. oty.

don'ta-. hlrd ID find. Nlto. Iinc pel1Ollll6ly.

CLUB Escel. Good, Fair, not Fair, not Low, nil

SUPPORT lent Dol USA USA usA in USA

AVAILABILITY Good Rare Scarce Rare Fair

INVESTMENT High Low Fair Good Good

POTENTIAL

CC'S RATING ***** *** ** **** **

CAR COLLECTOR - MARCM I'" 27
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head giving 9 more horsepower, and a

second model - the "Coupe," which

waa nota coupe but a four-door sedan

with a chopped greenhouse. Power

steering became standard in mid-I964,

and the Series 3 (September 1965) bad

the improved Bor� Warner Type :J.5

automatic along with improved seating.

The P5b of 1967 was the flrst Rover

equipped with the ex-Buick V -8, which

can be told at a glance by its Ro-style

dummy-alloy wheels, which are some­

how out of character. The P5b

remained in production six years, but

it was not sold in America after 1967,

owing to Federal regulations; sales

were not hi�h enough to justify the

modifications. In its later years, after

the PG 3500 V-8 arrived, it was known

somewhat confusin�ly as the "Three

Thousand Five."

If the old Rover 80/90/100 line was

known as "Auntie." the P5 series is

"Great Aunt," Announced hy a whack.

ing great square �lIe, its stoUd, con­

servative lines di�ified many a

Parliamentary coming and going: one

even transported Mrs. Thatcher to

Buckingham Palace in 1979, when The

•

nings: ifs with beam axle at the rear.

Unlike the rest, it was trimmed and

finished at the Vanden Plas coachworks

in North London, where plush carpet­

ing, much walnut, leather upholstery,

and massive sound.deadening insula­

tion were carefully installed. Grabam

Robson compared the Princess' con­

cept to GM's of two decades later,

when it offered the J -body both as a

Chevrolet and a Cadillac.

Tha Princess ran as a three-Iiter Six

from 1959 through 1964, when it

received a four-liter six-cylinder F­

head engine built by Rolls-Royce (a

relative of the Silver Cloud I engine),

along with standard automatic trans­

mission. At the same time - and

greatly to the car's benefit - the

tailJins and dated two-tone paint jobs

were eliminated. ThU9 the Princess

soldiered on through 1968, but in very

low volume: next to the Humber

Imperial, it is the lowest-production

car on our list.

The best thing _the 4-litre R has

going for it is the Rolls- Royce

nameplate. However ... you may hove

noticed that Rolls-Royce never uaed

it. The unofficial word around Coven­

try at the time was that Rolls took

BMC's money for the build righta and

went awsy snickering. Running right,

the 4-liter had a boozer's thirst for gss

and oil; running wrong, it was charac­

terized by overbeating, head warping

and daylight-seeking pistons. Repairs

I
L-.__

Queen asked har to form her first

Government - six years after it was

out of production! Driving one will

remind you what the chauffeurs

experienced on atate occasions: deco­

rum. Mind you. the P5 will comerwith

quite unexpected vigo(u)r. nose-diving

into the apexes but with little sideways

roll; yet aU the while it aeemato be say­

ing, "You really are making an ass of

yourself, sir. n

As with all these unit-body vehicles,

rust is the most serious problem, snd

once it hss started it is very hard to

eliminate. Fenders and rocker panels

rot with regularity; on the Coupe, you

msy also find tinworrn around the cowl

on the driver's side. Jacking points,

door bottoms, inner fender panels and

trunk noors are also susceptible.

Both the Rover Six and the V-8 are

hsrdy, long-lived engines, and the lat­

ter should be easy for American

owners to repair. Spare parts are in

good supply in England, but rather

less availahle over here, especially

body parts.

There is, however, a big difference

in values and investment potential. A

and parts are everything you'd expect

for Rolls- Royce engines. Neverthe­

less, the 4-litre R retains a modicum of

popularity among coUectors, who

seem wilting to put up with the

vagaries of the powerplent for the sake

of its admitted smoothness and

quiet running.

Superb quality of fit and finish is the

distinguishing mark of the Vanden

Plas. The same degree of handwork

and sttention to detail that marked

RoIIs-Royce was evident at the now­

extinct London coachworks which

took specisl pride in what it did, albeit

on what were otherwise mundane

production-line cars. Of driving enter­

tainment there is none, and perfonn­

ance is only mediocre, but the

undoubted luxury is a plus. If you can

find one in superlative mechanical

condition you might enjoy it for a good

many years.

Conclusions

We have sssigned s star rating to

these five models somewhat akin to

Classic Motorbooks' Rlustrali!d Buyers

Guides: five stars for the best ofthe lot,

commensurately fewer stars as the

pros diminish and the cons add up.

There is no doubt that the Jaguar

3.8 is far and away our first choice and,

we are sure, that of the majority of

experienced coUectors. It's the most

ContUtued on ptJIC 35.

P5b costa up to five tim..... much ao a

P5 in England (becausa 80 many

newer ones are around). and is 0 good

50% more over here for cars in com­

parable condition. Low demand has

kept prices fairly stable, and $6000

ought to buy a very good 3.5.

Remarkably, road teots indicate that

the V-8 is slightly more economical,

though not that much faster, except

from a standstill. In terms of smooth­

ness, reliability and the parts situation,

the V-8 is clearly the bettP.r choice.

1964.68 Vanden Plas ••litre R

A carefully reworked, upper-cleas

version of a mass-market sedan, the

Princess was top-of-the-Iine during

Vanden Plas' brief years as a

"marque" in ita own right. Its baois was

the British Motor Corporation sedan

series designed '.by Pininfarina and

introduced in 1958 ao the Austin A991

AllO, Morris Oxford, MG Munette,

etc. Like these others, the early Prin.

cess featured teilfins, boxy contours,

slab sides and conventional underpin-

HUMBER

In the .boenc. of an Am.ricanc1ub

w. strongly recomm.nd the Humb.r
Car Club of Victona, AuBlnlio, wbooe

.lfBbla Des Judd, • CAR COu.acroR

roader, h.lped ma with odviee and

literally any spare port I needed for my

Imperial ov.r tha y..... A n_o1etter,

The Humberetu. io publiBbed relularlY.
Contact HCCV, clo Du Judd, 17

'l'avamer Squ.... �\lJn, Victona,
AuotnIlio 3199. .,

Ownera ohould aJ.oo join the Jarrast
Humb.r group: the PostVlntAge Hum­

b.r Car Club. The latest .ddre� wo

have is of their aventA orpniser. lion

CompbeD, 14 BoIle Vue CIooe, B0urne­

mouth SH6 3QW. Enc1llpd
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f\m to drive, the beat performer, the

hair to a great tradition aa one of the

world'a eemi-grand-niarquea, and to .

our aya.. the beat looking. It is also, aa

we've said, by Car the moat expensive

- almoat double the price, car for car,

then tha other four on our Iiat. If you
don't write in the top part of your
checkbook, the 8.8 le for you.

After that the competi�on b\!llChea
up. and what you IInd amGlll the
Humber-Rover-Vanden:t>laa .. croup
may depend on" what: yoU"ise adver­
tised. All of the.. care ahare walnut­
and-leather interior deaign, and the

quality ofthose components la approx­

imatsly equal" (though' the' finest

buried walnut we've ..en ls on Hum­

bers). The Rover P5b ia the beat aub­

Jaguar performer, and its American

V-8 ia a familiar powerplant that will
be the eaaieat to aervice and to buy

parts for here in the US. The six­

cylinder engines of the Imperia� P5

and Princess all require a good line of

communication with specialiats in

England. After the P5b, we rsnk the

Humber aa a shade more desirable

than either the six-cylinder Rovers or

the Princell8, largely because it is

much cheaper on today'a market than

the latter arid mOre available (if yoU

count the Super Snipe) than the 8-litre

Rover. UK suppliers fOr Rover parte
are more numeroua than those for

either Humber or Vanden Plas,
however, But an th... considerations

'are fine lines: which one you end up
with dependalargely on opportunity.

No member of thle English regiment

le without its problema. Each car is

susceptible to the dreaded tinworm ­

so much so that it simply doesn't pay

to buy one if there'a any sign of corro­

sion. With the exception of the V-8

IUlYer, an run thirsty engines that tend

to burn oil and are expensive to fix ­
so we might add that mechanical

soundness is another important factor.

But each of them pscks that unique

combination of luxury that only the

British have successfully produced in

automobiles. And this individuality

renders all of them, to one degree or

another, collectible cars.

TIw twiltor &VUM' Ut ChOM Gmham RobMlll, Bud
Juntou.lJt.. Jllddand the lIumINr Car Clu.b of VICtoria
for thft,. IlUUkIl'Il't" GM "rIC'�nw'nt. and tn
acllruJwltdn tIw fo/IDwinI1JiIJl!oIropItk 604UU... TM
�lltoldo .. Cellocrlblo ea... 113001980 by
&Inon & lA"Iworlh, 8f>tMaan Hou., 1985; TM
Co",,... CoIolo.... of BrilWa C.... by Cuhhaw
Honobifl. MormtJ!, 191:1; n.. CIoulC JGpor
SalooM: A CoU-ctor'.GdU byC"n'lI Htilwy, MRP.
1981; TW-r. AI..,..••.pWrby lIiC'ltal"d 1.o'Wwnrth.
Ollf'!?y. 1M2 (llumMr)

Tht foluuui", mtI,fOlirws QI'l' QUo.c.no�with
thonJu: 1'horouPbred & CIae.1e C.,., July 1979
(Row" PfJ): Car Cloak•• April 1918 (Vend!!',. PIn,):
Cllunc ond Spore. Cor. 1987 WU'lr (UK club in/or.
mal�): JBgIUJt' Joumol. 1981 is,ut'a.

No'e: When writing ouerlea, car clubs.
haue Q thoufht to tM coat 0lthR /wavypack­
age theywil probablywUlhtosendyou. and

enclose two IntematioMI Reply COupGru

(lRes). obtainable at yOUr local post office
for under a dollar.

•-

•

1967 t:JI�1�

,4p�, Mod oIJ tIt.e <JUne
This low-mileage Humber Imperial belonged to the writer for four years, and seemed a combination of

familiarfaces: thefront end ofa 1949 Frozer, the slab sides ofa CheckerMarathon, and the square deck of

a RoUs.Royce SilverShadow. Only the Roller could match its blend ofwalnut, leatheraM silence, but my

old friend the late Michael Sedgwick said I really deserved the O.R.E. for saying anything nice about it.

The big Imp was really a grand old beast, and it never faaed to tum heads. The most common question

from thepublic: "Is it Russian?"Incidentally, after the Chrysler takeover ofRootes, there was serious talk

about fitting Humbers with a 273 Valiant V-S, which would have have licked theirpowerproblem. A pro­

totype was actually built and tested, but it was decided that the body(lowerpart designed mid-Fifties) was

too old-fashioned to retain: 1967 was the big car's last year.








