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THE HUM3ERETTE.

CALENDAR
JUIJ 1985.

JULY 27TIl. SUNDAY. GENSRAL I'{EETING AND S0CIAI AflIERNOON.

}T,T NO MSETING, FRIDAY 2'TH THIS MONTIE. I{'T

I,IEET AT DEEPDENE I{ALL, SUNDAY JUIY 2718 FOR BYO LUNCH.

rEA AND COIFEE SUPFtrlED.

I{EtsTING COMMENCES 1.45II{, FOLTOTTED BY YARISIY ENTERTATNME}IT,

,'BUSE l,lAGrCn, GAUES EOC. & AETERNoON TEA,

TnADING TABLE, SPARE PARTS, TECIINICAL ADVICE ATIAILASI,E.

NATIOIAI RATLY FI'ND WILT 3EI{Etr'IT FROI,I IOIIR $T NOMTTOTS.

altcusT 2!ID-rnD. ltEsTEnN DISltsICT trISToRrC VEIITCLE CLITB, z-DAy RALLY,

GEtstONG. SEE JI'}IE EU}AENEME FOR DETATLS.

AUGUST 17m. SEACA. SIIAP UEEtr. CgInilSIDE PARI( SoPPINC CEI{TRE CIR PI,RK.

(rcr,tlAr ilaP ]? c4). coltMENcES g.oolli!.
tt NB. XCIIts A}.TMTDED DAIts TON TEIS BTENT. T+

AIIGUST 17T8. UARBI'RTOI{ RI'N UITH CE T. CLI'B.

${oRGASBORD LItilCA AT T LEoF nESIAI'RA$I, EAST UARBITBIoil.
(sun . NExr socrtr, ourltlc" ron rtrl,t DEEtrLs. )

Ittfitsr 22I{D. GE}IERAI ilEEfINC, )EEPDETE EALL, 8.0OP!{.
(rcrvrr r{AP 46 L/7.).

silFTESEB 5r6r',lB. I{EIAOUnTE CLASSTC CAn SEo}I, gxErSr8ror SUILDI}$S, CIrr.
YotItxtEEBs TEEIIED 8O tttilt{ ECCT SIAtsD EACB DAT, ALftO 8O' : EELp sgr ltp lr{D Dr${aMLE sral{D.

ry.'4!E' l'ffi:'llff"ff;":'ffi1ff1;'ftT*'
.sEPlETffiB 26IH. GEI{ERAI, I{SEAIrG. 8.OOPI{. DEEPDETE SALL.

(spruan: Joutr DrI.{onD rnou pENRtrn o:l co.)

ocBoBER tBrIB. srernmVvrNcuARD cum Eosrs cor.rBrxnD cLIEs Drlflrra Dr$cE
\

ocToSEn 1qtE.

AT ELTEAI,I NORTE BA,LL. COUilTRY A}ID UESTtsBN l[HE['{E.

naLL !{axns" stIAP rcff, fftN DY cEEiv. CLI'B.

trIrcsrrESrERN cAR ptRK, 522 TLIIIDERS !ANE,!{EI,E0IIRNE. .

oqroBm 24T8. GENERAT I{EETI}IG. DEEPDSNE HAL,L. 8.OOF!i. ,'
NovntBER t5/t6rn. BErDrco srrrap lruno AND gccv coulrmy socul, carumrrc.

l{{{+**ffi*Htl{l

re* XEEf SoCllL OUTIffiT TALE0F RESTAURAIIT. ffi
I tdHEI{ l} UEEnBc TALE0f mSfAIrilNT' HERBERT ST. EIS'I IIARBURSO}{. $NDAT AUGUSI l?TH.
I

I ltBETt 10.r0Al{ Il{ CAR PARK Af SAStI,AND SIIOPPING CENIRE. ItlEthtAY II{AP 49 98.
i. oB 11.t01fi Ilt l{arN sT. LTLYD,Ir,E (.rusr pAsr THE.nArLhtAy curs).

COMTOY AS IT PASSES ITHROUG$. :JOIN ETID OF

cost rfiEtsr 114.o0 EtcE ; cHrt,DBEN (u.re)r l?.oo EAca. .

]. 
"TTTSE 

PTY TS TOU ETIEtsR RES*AIIBAilT.
It*t*r+ittfl'l**ttr
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WEEKEND ITINERARF
3ATUIOAV 2nd AUCUII lLa
12.00 Noo Anobly poa.t ..d i.rrr o0 R.!t Prclr rr Errotl Crrrdrlr rbcttl El.Q. gr.
12.30 9-1. Lucb il ordrrrd.
l.to p.r. Drprn lor rcraic toqr oa haa locl ioar rbich idrdo lol rbrr ol Corb 8.y .td G..lcl
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DISCI,AIilER;

THE VIE'I{S AND CPINICNS EIPRESSED III

11{IS I,IAGAZII\E ARE NOT T{ECESSARILY

TTIOSE OF TI{E EDITOR OR COI'IUITTEE

oF THE HUI'GER CAR CLUB 0F VICToRIA '
INCORPORATED.

Sutherland
llntiqrc khictc

Xnsunanes
SUITE 7, 663 VICTORIA STREET
ABBOTSFORD, VICTORIA 3067

Th Lt PHO\E 'l tr 429 5466

available to members of
Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Historic

and "one make" Vehicle Clubs

WIDE CHOICE OF COVEBS AVAILAELE
INCLUOING

COVERS FOR CARS UNOER RESTORATION

t+.ltttttrtlr a r t+



THE HUMBER, CAIS CLUB OF VICTOR,IA INC.
CLUB ADDRESS - 23 HIGH STBEET, WATSONIA, SOS?

(sEc.) P.o. Box 201 BELGRAVE 3160

COMMITTEE I9t6-87

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
EDITOR
SOCIAL SECRETARY
MEI'{BERSIilP REGISTRAR
LIBRARIAN
TECHNICAL ADVISOR
PuBLrcrrY/nrcm.ra

Bob Kennedy 789 5119
Bill Holmes (052) 57 1067
Rod Laredo 754 826L
Rob Dunlop 439 7059
Barry Bosnich 460 4505
Margaret l,lillinott 435 6354
Marie Grande 277 6937
Keith Willinott 435 6354
Bob Kennedy 789 5119
Barbara Dunlop 439 7059

Sni1n.

THE HUMBER, CAR, CLUB OF TASMANIA
Sec-Registrar: Nina Densley; P.0.
Edi tor-Treasurer: Max Heazl ewood;

Box 1589, Launceston 7250,
6 Woodward Avenue, Burnie

Ph:(003) 93 6128
7320, Ph:(004) 31 2894

L

S:hLrley Para of tJodonga vLth her husband Hankrs, Slnrts t'lodified Sup,er

Jack lfarlng asd his Series 4 Super Snl-pe.



THE HUMBERETTE

PRESIDENTTS REPORT (Kennedyrs Klangers) JI'LY, 1986

The year is running ahray from us and we donrt have much time left before ourtconcourst. Before our big event, we have some very good outings to attend as
you can see by the newsletter calendar. I know a lot of people cantt attend all
the events but Ifm sure you will try your best.

At out' next General Meeting (27/7/86), I would like sorne indication from you, if
you are interested in ordering some wine from the C1ub. The bottles will- be
labelled with our Club label so please let us know if you are interested enough
for us to go ahead with the bottling.

f noticed the trading table at the meetings has been selling some very
interesting items but we always need new stock. If you have any itens to donate,
please bring them along with you.

HELP! ! f have an overdrive to fit into my Series 2 Super Snipe but it has a
badly worn speedo drive. If anyone has a unit or parts, please donrt throw them
out, throw then aL yours truly.

In September we will have a stand at the Classic Car Show being held inside of
the Exhibition Building so if you can see your way clear over the 5th, 6th & 7th
September weekend, to help run our Club stand, please 1et us know. It nainly
neans being there at different times of the show to hand out infornation on our
Club. Also, nake sure no one puts one of our cars j-n their pocket and tri-es to
walk out with it.

Well till our next neeting, Ir11 say cheers for now.

Bob Kennedy.

********************************************************************************

I'fINUTES OF MEETING OF HCCV INC.

HELD AT DEEPDENE HALL ON FRIDAY 27.6.86

The meeting was opened at 8.20pm by President Bob Kennedy who welconed the 34
menbers and visitors present.

A special welcome to Mrs. Pam Vincent who owns a Series V
Super Snipe and Mr. Daryl Clarke from Early Model Kits, the speaker for the
even].ng.

APOLOGIES: Ralf Chalners, Nancy Butt, Harold Underwood, Rod Laredo, Robert. Snith,
P-eter ilvenport, Cyril & Edna iluxstep, Barbara & David Dunlop.

MINUTES: Minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. Moved Jack Waring,
secoidea Fred Pietersen.

CORRESP0NDENCE: In: R. Miller ('63 Snipe for sale), Allan Roberts (hr.A.), D.
R-ffiF@b)-car.infornationandI^I.D.H.v.c.-Ra11yForms,PeterHosking
(H.C.C.W.A.) - re Club information, Gilltraps Auto Museum - catalogue and
brochures, Southern Cross Auto Restorers - re fundraising.

Out: H.C.C.W.A. - congratulations on Club formation, four membership application
forrns, A. Roberts (W.A.) - Cful and parts information.

H(CHANGE MAGAZINES: H.C.C.A,, H.C.C.S.A., H.C.C.Q., Bow tie, Wolseley, Daimler
Lanchester, Austin M.V.C., A40 News flash, Humber Hillman Club of N.2.,
C.H.A.C.A. Journal. Correspondence received, Jack Lhuede, Barry Bosnich.
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VISITORS & NEI'I MEMBERS:



TREASURERTS REPORT: Current balance in working account - $814.14. A further
@nvestmentAccountthisrnonih.Reportaccepted'MovedL1oyd
Hughes, seconded Peter Shelden.

E!I'IORtS IEEQBI: Barry advised that 145 magazines had been posted this nonth.
ffig to Humber Hawks and Vogues are sti1l needld.

SOCIAL SECRETARYJS REPORT: Margaret llillimott gave a ful1 reporr of the
ndremindedmembersihatthenextsocia1outingwou1d

be the r10 Pin Bowling Dayr with the Chevrolet Club. Thanks to Marie Grande and
to Keith Willimott who donated the prizes for tonights competition; Cinzano and?Flagstaff Hillf teaspoon and tea. Margaret also expressed her appreciation for
Edna Huxsteprs typing of the Humber Aid List which is available at this meeting.

LIBRARIANTS REP0RT: Keith l^Iillimott requested that members return overdue library
loans promptly. New books are still being added to the library.

A.O.M.C. REPRESENTATfVE: Lloyd Hughes gave a conprehensive report of his
attendance at the R.A.S. preliminary meeting to discuss plans for the Street
Parade on Sunday September l4th, 1986.

The Bay to Birdwood Run in Adelaide (September 28th) should prove a spectacular
event for everyone visiting Adelaide at the time.

CARS & PARTS FOR SALE OR WANTED:

1958 Hawk - Registered, negotiable around
1964 Vogue - As in last newsletter.
MK VI llawk/Overdrive - Hamilton. Details
Series III Vogue and olher Humber parts -

$100. Details Bob K.

Rob Dunlop.
Paul Dyne, Altona, PH: 391 1675.

Wanted by Ralf Chalmers - Series III steering wheel and rubber mount for
glove box light.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

Honour Board: Now hung in the Clubroom, the President expressed the Clubfs thanks
to Ron & Eleanor Forth for organising and donating the board.

Newsletter: Jack Lhuede asked whether the date could be printed on front cover
each month.

Julv Social Meeting: This will take place on Sunday July 27th instead of the
previous Friday evening. Members are to bring their own picnic lunch. Meeting
will start at 2:00pm with enterlairunent to follow.

A11 Menbers Carql I'lelcome at Outings: Bill Holmes expressed his concern at recent
only well presented cars be permitted to

attend Club functions. Many cars are not neant for concours. The club exists
primarily because of itrs members and all should be rnade to feel welcome with
their respective Humbers.

Parts Supplv: Keith Willimott advised that Ballarat nember Les Lindorff had sold
his Series IV Snipe because of the difficulty in obtaining some parts, especially
upper wishbone swivel pins for the suspension.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:55pm and the
President welcomed Daryl Clarke who displayed some of his early model kits and
spoke briefly of their manufacLure and origin. Supper concluded the evenlng.

Special Competition Results: Jack Lhuede - Flagstaff Hill tea and Leaspoon. Max
Schey - Bottle Cinzano.

*********xxxx****x********.************************c*t<****************************
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SOCIAL SECREf,ARYIS REPORT

He1lo everyone! Irve just returned from toning up my muscles during the t10 Pin
Bowlingt outing with the Chevrolet Club (No I rrasnrt pulling any punches, just
trying to keep my bowl straight enough to avoid that gaping, mouthed gutter
either side of the lane! t). It was unfortunate the petrol strike kept many
potential bowlers away fron this outing but in all, about 50 Hunber and Chev
members enjoyed a very pleasant afternoon of social bowling.

A highlight arnongst the Humbers in the Bowl car park was Bill and Joan Holmesrs
latest acqulsition, the 1938 grey snipe from Tasnania - a lovely exanple of
Humber classic design.

We neet again with the Chevrolet Club for the annual August run to Warburton and
smorgasbord lunch at Talhof Restaurant. Although the cost has risen to $14.00
per head this year, the neal is always superb and the drive to Warburton is a
leisurely trip through plcturesque country.

Unfortunately, the Talhof Run on August 17th clashes with C.H.A.C.Ais Chirnside
Park Swap Meet (I knew I was tonlng up those arm muscles for some sort of
defence!). However, not to be daunted, under these circumstances, one improvises
and innovates! Lucklly the route to l,larburton passes Chirnside Park, so all
early bird swap neet bargaln hunters will have the opportunity to join the
Hunber/Chev convoy at Lilydale approxinately 11:30am. Wait in the nain street
shopping centre (Just past the railway crossing) and join on the convoy as it
passes, or alternativel-y neet ua at the Talhof Restaurant (Herbert Avenue, East
Warburton) at 12:30pn.

There are several maJor swap neets over the next few nonths. If you miss out at
Chirnside Park, the Kingswestern Swap Meet (in the car park, 522 Flinders Lane,
Melbourne) is again being held by the Chev Club on Sunday October 19th. We will
have a display stand here and hope to do some follow up pronotion work carrying
on from our participation in the three day Melbourne Classic Car Show and the
Royal Show Street Parade. For both of these displays, we will- need several Cl-ub
cars (particularly l"lark model-s) and volunteer members to help man the stands for
one or two sessions. Please contact Bob Kennedy, Rod or nyself if you can he1p.

Elsewhere in this issue, you will read news of the Bendigo Swap Meet. Here we
will be endeavouring to put into operation a suggestion that was nade earlier
this year, that a country social meeting be conducted following the Swap Meet. Be
warned, Peter R, and Ken!

Closer to home, our meeting this month is another Sunday afternoon social meeting
instead of the usual Friday evening. B.Y.O. lunch will be on at nidday (tea and
coffee supplied). Following the 2:00pm Business Meeting, there will be a variety
of entertainment, competitions etc., topped off wlth a luscious aftefnoon tea.
It is suggested a donation of $1.00 per person ($3.00 fanily) for this afternoon
be donated, it may help swe1l the National Ral1y Fund.

ft11 be looking foward to seeing you there on Sunday, July 27th.

Margaret.

*******************d. j$l.***'t<**********€********'t***********************************

IECIINICAL TROUBLES??

Bring your problens to the July neeting and we will have a technical panel of
Hawk, Vogue and Snipe experts to help solve your troubles and put you on the
right track.

There will be some spares for sale also. Incidentally, RaIf Chalmers reports
that he got an excellent .deal on new disc brakes for his Series III Super Snipe
at A11 Britlsh Spares in Sydney Road, Brunswick

***:1.**********:****,f ************{.{.*************€****c***************************:lG**
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BENDIGO SWAP I'MET

NOV${BER 15rh/16rh AT BENDIC'O SHOII'GRoINDS

SWAP MEET SOWE}IIR GUIDE

Advance copies of the Souvenir Guide should be ordered by September 30th. The
price of $3.50 covers the Guide, padded envelope, postage and handling. Guides
will be sent out the first week in November. Send order and subscription to:

Bendigo Swap Meet
C/- Rex Wallis
7 Mitchell Street,
KANGAROO FLAT VIC 3555

Classified advertisements will also be received at the above address. Prices are
10c per word, $2.00 per B/hl non-returnable photo.

HM{BER AID

This schene of energing aid for Hunber travellers covers all the eastern staLes.
Conpleted lists of all staters participants have now been typed (thanks to Edna
Huxstep) and are available on request to the Editor who will include a copy in
your next Hunberette.

************.]3*i.**,r*************************************************:t************

MINUTES OF }METING OF HCCV INC

HELD AT DEEPDENE HALL ON FRIDAY 2315/86

The meeting was opened at 8:00pn by President Bob Kennedy who welcomed all
mernbers and visitors.

NEW ME$tsERS & VISITORS: Tony Sheaffe - t64 Super Snipe.

. MINUTES: Mi.nutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted. Moved Herb
Perkins, seconded Peter Sheldon.

BUSINESS ARISING FR0NI MINUTES: Jack Waring is sLarting to gather information to
start on the history of the Hunber Car. Any of the Rootes people or Humber
service people who have any records or knowledge of these cars, no matter how

snal1 or insignificant they nay seem, it would be of great help to Jack.

CORRESPONDENCE: In: The Royal Agriculture Society of Victoria has invited us to
participate in the 10th Royal Mel-bourne Shov City Parade on September 14th, 1986.
A Sunrlay, they require one or two vintage or Mark models for the Parade. the
Melbourne Classic Car Show will be held on the 5th, 6th & 7th of September, 1986
and they are'inviting us to submit some cars.

Out: Letter of thanks to Shannons Car Centre for the use of their prenises for
our Club Meeting.

EKCHAIIGE MAGAZMTS: Dainler lanchester, The Flying A, The Standard Tribune,
ffi.O.C.,H.c.c.w.A.,A40,c.H.A.c.A.,Rover,Chevro1et.
EDITORS REPORT: 141 Magazines were distributed this month. A $10.00 postage fee
incurred by the H.C.C. of Tasnainia for naterial be repaid.

{.*******}**:tc*************************************€****************************#**

POl'lER STEERING

Tom McAlpine has tenplates, plans and full instructions for fitting polrer
steering units onto Series V Super Snipes. ConLact Ton on (051) 27 4755.



HTMBER BICYCLE

0n the 29th May, I attended an aucLion at Carlton. The item I was interested in
being a L92O Humber Twin Forks Gents Cycle.

I thought I may buy it if all was well buL what I saw turned me off it. The bike
had been fitLed with all the modern cranks and wheels plus the lever brake systen
was missing and it had been painted with a broom in red. It went off for
$115.00. Surprised me, well maybe next time.

Bob Kennedy.

**************t ************(*****************************************************

FOR SALES

161 Super Snipe, one owner, 1501000 miles, v/good all round, new tyres, king pins
and bushes, coil springs, uses no oil, 23 m.p.g.
Contact R. Davie, North Queensland, Ph: (070) 97 6392.

f58 Hawk, autonatic, power steering, black with red interior, goes well, near
rfw, 731000 miles, offers around $100-$200.
Contact D. Jackson, Blackburn, Ph: 878 3967.

Series V.A. Super Snipe, 74.OOO miles, dual L/P and petrol, mech and body good,
reg Jan 186, R.W.C. $21800 o.n.o. Also, MK 3 Super Snipe, mech good, resprayed,
brakes renewed, interior needs work, $11600, (photo in April newsletter).
Contact John Hosking, Ph: (054) 43 2354, Bendigo.

Humber Vogue L964, 751000 miles, Lwo owners, tyres, int, body good, $650 o.n.o.
Contact B. Morgan, 14 Upper Skene Street, Newtown, Geelong, Ph: (052) 9 8249.

hlanted: Good parts,
6 Humber Hawk.
Contact B. Bosnich,

panels, sills, mechs, chrome, seats, anything suitable for MK

Ph: 460 4505.

************************.**************.************.*****************************'f

Sir Reginald Rootes with the new Humber Hawk and an old Humber model from the
Rootes (Australia) Limlted Museum 1957.

ROOTES AUSTRALIA LIMITED
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tlowdy t'o1ks 'This r:ronth deals with our trip back to Frankst.on Vic. from the Rally via Wyalong,lierrandara,
Tocumwal,Echuca,Bendigo'Ballarat and Melbourne.

The Monday followi:rg, the rally dawned clear,hot and with that monotonous blue sky
once again. We were about to leave the moEel when we \^tere approached by a gent with a

carnera who said he was from the Forbes Advocate. He proceeded to take some nhotos then
told us he had seen us several times over the weekend and asked if there had been a r:ally
in town. Now l was a little taken aback at this statement and asked "r.rere'nt you inir':-'-ed
abouc it", "no" came the replv. What on earth had happened to all the advance pubiicitr-?

We were told that had they't,e known they would have given us a double page spread in the
local paper !

This brings home the point that there can never be enough advance publicity for an
event like a National Rally. Things like noti f -v.ing the local radio and T.V. scation and
newspaper. According to lhe reporter who interviewed us they new nothing about it,which
rpobably explains the muckup with the street parade and lack of police escort,need I say
more? Anyway the reporter promised to send some copies of the pholos he took but nothing
so far,will have to stir them up a bit.

With the Snipe tanked up and checked over I pointed that long gracefull nose South
down the Newal Highr*ay to Wyalong (got it the right way around t.his time tsob). As you
will probably gather from the photosrt.hese central towns have a fixation with aircraft
for parks,war. memoria[sretc. Then it was on to Nerrandara for our first. overnight stop.

We were travelling through the great Australian wheat belt but looking al the count.ry
side,it rnade you wonder if anything would grow.it was so dry and deselate looking,not
even any animals or birds just plenty of dead tyre treads flung from many a passing t.ruck
wheel lying on the side of Ehe road like so many animal carcases.

Nerrandara is a pretty little town of around 350O people. The following day we met
up r^rith Laurie :ji..d Jean Bennett f rom Qld.,who were on there way to Melb. Heading South
once morelour r€at scop being Tocumwal. This stretch was covered in pretly quick time,
averaging around the 120Kph. Boy the roads were rather bumpy and undulated like a roller
coaster but ghe Snipes suspension took it all in it's stride wi!h cosumale ease. Lunch

in Tocumwal was shared by the Bennetts.a quick slroll along the banks of the Murry and

on towards our next overnight scop at Echuca.
A very nice place Echuca, 1 could settle their very easily. The following Cay,chercked

out:he lqlharf Museum and ferries,then along to lhe Allambee Motor Museurn which housed

amop! many of it's exhibits a 1935 HUI"IBER PULLMAN wich a special Australian body.
0n the road again,this time to Bendigo. Wheww!! did I say Victoria had good roadsl

Thi s stretch was the worst yet encountered. real ly sharp bumps and .!roken bi tumen, the !,:ind
of surface that easily wrecks suspensi.ons but the Snipe is made of Rally winning material.

lJish we had of had more time to explore Bendigo,from what we saw it really is one
of ghe most beauCifull provincial cities in the country. And what about that magnificent
Cathedral,like sornething out. of a f.airy-tale-

After a little'confusion in trying to find accomodation.we stayed overnight in
Ballarat. Never had time to see Sovereign Hill,but were duped into visiting Kryole CastLe
just out of Ballarat on the way to Melb. because we thought our daughter might enjoy lt.
For God's sake don't!! 1t would be one of the countries biggest rip-off's. It's down-
right Eacky! !

The rest. of the trip itas uneventfull untill we reached the outskirts of Melbourne
proper and we begun to mix il proper with the cjtv traffic. Amazing what effect our
Tassie devil sign had on othcr nrotorisLs.L'speci;rIly as \are were sporting Vic. No. plates: ->

\./

PREVIOUS PAGL: ll.re Vickers Vanrpire ieL;rL Forbes was in service the same year as the l"lKIV

:juFer Sniptr was oranulrtctrrrr:cj. l'l'rl.
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE: ffi;r4cd, Sf
One ching I did notice while driving the MklV in the city was that people other drivers
tended to give you more room ( or were they a bit wary of such a mixrshould have worn a
hat and hunched over the wheel,that reatly would have stirred 'em up!!) after all the
Snipe is'nt exactly a small car. After a couple of navigational errors we finally made
it on to the Mulgrave Freeway headed to base at Frankscon. Now I could give my left
leg.a rest after all that cluEch work. I'ts not that the MkIV is'nt capable of keeping
pace with modern trafficron the contrary, il just requires a lot of work t.o maint.ain a

st.eady and smoot.h progress considering t.he habits of modern drivers and the size of the
Snipermaking allowances for braking distances et.crnot forgetting t,he considerable weight
of the carrwiEh all this in mind you were kepE busy "proceeding" through Melb. Eraffic.

Mid afternoon saw us arriving at the Kennedy home where we were welcomed with
a rewarding cup of tea from Nancy.

Sarerday evening saw us at a Little get together of some HCCV-r*3[btfi3 no*"
of Keith and llargarett Willimott'a mosE enjoyable evening

Sunday came with rnuch regret as we were due to return home after a fabulous
holiday. Pamela and myself would like to Ehank our hosts Nancy and Bob Kennedy for the
warm hospitality extended towards us ( and that goes for everybody else we met ) and
the wonderful opportunity to savour and experience some very traditional motoring in
the shape of their magnificent 1952 MKIV Humber Super Snipe whi.ch performed tirelessly
throughout Ehe trip. It really was a head turner where ever we r^rent.

Max Heazlewood.
-.--r- -r-.-+-LJ-J-+-.- -.- r.- -LJ-rLJ,-.-iLrr- -r--r- -r- -r- -r- -r- -L -L

TASSIE TOPICS

Robert buEEery from HobarE is looking for a Sceptre gearbox with overdrive to suit his
Series III Vogue which of all things is fitted with a Japanese Diesel engine,which he
says works very wel1. You can contact him on 002-284183,or write to 3O Montagu St.,
LENAH VALLEY 7O08 Tas.

, Robert intends to detai I how the engine swap was performed and present i t for
inclusion in a later edition of the magazine

Seargent Knights of the Burnie Traffic Branch has a MKI Humber Sceptre for
sale. It is unregistered at the moment but is in good condition and has had quice a Lot

' of work done to it. For further details please contact me on 004-312894.
The news is that Tasmanian Member,David Yaxley has sold his 1938 Humber Snipe

to Vict.orlan Member Bill Holmes for $4500.00 which I feel reflects the very good con-
dition of thi,s car. After much deliberation and a little prodding BilI flew into
Devonporc and returned. with the car to Victoria via the Abel Tasman. We are sorry to

'see the car leave the StaEerbut wish Bill every success with his new aquisition.v
I have made this request many times in the pastrhere goes again, I will be

'interested to hear from any member who has an interesting history or story Co relate
regards there cars or a recent trip etc. So get those pens revved up'and start writing.

One of our ex Members,John Locke who has recently sold'off his cars (now he

wishes he had'nt) sold me a group of Series spares,catologues and workshop manuaLs.

The workshop manual is inphoto scat form and I shall be donating this lo the Club Library.
I hope everybody has enjoyed my series of articles regards the National Rally

(havernt. heard anyrhing Eo the contrary) I enjoyed doing it and hope you appreciate the
tlme and effort. involved in it's production. I donrc wish for Ehese pages to be a solo
effort however and would appreciate a little more participation and feed back from members

Max Heazlewood
Tas Egi tor
HCCV-T.

.
i.
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These country totrns have a facination for o1d
nrilitarv aircraft...
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This DC3,ex RA.AF is centre Piece at
the Wyalong Lions Club Park with Carly gnd Panela
checking oul the old War veteran.
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of Forbes,dry First stopover at Wyalong,bonnet up to cool oft
snowing. passing motorist-rilHaving trouble mate"."lio,i*t

keeping her cool".
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Sout lrwa rds orl,c e ,mo:re

country is Iike this
t^)ryar,ds Nerre*ni{;ara. The
lor hundreds of kilometres.
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i.lerrandara, a
people in the

picturesque little
mi dd le of nowhere.

cown of 3500
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An lrnposing setting for an lmposing cerrtheMklv
at the Mldway MotelrNerrandara.

Laurie and Jeane
wheh we caught up

Bennett were heading to Me1b.
with them at Nerrandara.

Garly t,akes alm with an
playground on the banks

WWLI Ack,Ack gun
of the Murray at

ln. the Crossing
Tocumwal. over the

. over the

the dual purpose rail and road briCge
Murray Rlver at, Tocumwal N.S.W.rJust
Victorian border.

Snipe at roost
prlced and very

at our mote.l ln
cornf ortable.

Murray Wharves Museum at, Echuca. Dist,ance from
top deck to river levelr30fc. Tbe Mur,ray rises
and falls as much. as 23ft. at .this point.

Echuca, reasonably



Orr" of the many
up and down the

t.ourist paddle-wheelers plying
murry.

l'ri/rr,rtrr/ t4rr//v

A nedieval scene in Tunisia you think?rwrong! l,
it.'s that grand rip-off Kryole CasLie just ouE.-
side Ballarat. in Vict,oria.

you drove Ehe damn thingryou wash it! ltt t'Yeah, Yeah, OK Bob , keep
Pan;give rne a handt'

your shirt onrcome

Washed clean and sparkling in aLl
MKIV SuperSniperovrner Bob & Naney
Drlven and navigated by. Max & Pam

rOur graclous hosts,
I

j

Bob & Nancy larki_ng about,.It's glory che
Kennedy,

Heazlewood.
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I .rrrrrN couNTrlEs rN 90 HouRs

The Story of
Run, told by

Tlc AurocrR, Drcsran' tg;.llr'2

the Humber Super Snipe

%s%o.
ABOUT a month before the actual nrnr Sir Villiam
A Rootes asked Nortnan Garrad* and me how we pro-.{ \ posed to *prove" the Supcr Snipe; so we hadn't got

very much time ! '
It was decidcd tbat thc run should embody all types of

weathcr, prcferably in Eqrope. Among the m4ny suggcs-
tions was a run from Paris to Moscow, or back; fornrnately,
it was shelved. One thing decided uns thet w'e would not
use any-aircrafr This ruled out atdon start becausc one

*T'Hi+ ff #ffi1*lHdffi,*,1"F$: Idays. Norman Garrad staned on his usual organization,
laying on what is norr'kncwn as the Rootcs Group Umbrclla, Tired butraylng on wnar ur now'Knawn as I{rc rs(xxcs urouP unrDrcrur Tired but heppy oo errird at vilLr Formoso. on ttc'soenijrr-to co-ver us from Nqrwayto Lisboo. It lnncared that thc portusuclc 6iioc"; tErt to iiettt-riilii-ii;ffi;;5;:il;
weat\cr was vef,y, ve'ry bad right doum to ltaly. Johnsoai Sddiog IAr ina Jonn Cut6. 

- -" -----
Ganad and I decided upon a tcam corpirting of Leslie

lotrnsonr l*rn euttr 
"f 

th;-G; G-"p, d;;rrauigator, Bad wcathcr- but wc rlen gcd tri kccp our food, down-
timckcepcr and a ggrcrally good man with a car, and David Ve prcsscd m to OdcnC KoHinc 'l'na n""sU"rr--t"
Humpbrey' onc gf thc Rootcs mcn wbo was origina[y aq which timc_we_hed b€m diwgh Ncuray, Swcaen'ani
iostructor in theBo<itcs school, and [4ra wide tnowlcdge of Denrnark In ercrmany thc matf,cr *1"- itiif *.i iil t*iostructor in theBo<itcs school, and @ a wide lnowlcdge of Denmerk In e*rnany thc weatf,cr mr stiif wrr-Uaa- r"*
{ 1\ t91111'.8 _l*_$:!ry y 1!,.$.:."-b"d ' $b!"* 1T Td tbcsd'slrtr;o.tt aim.tt,. .V"trr*i;
cvcr done, aperl ftorn
cars hbd becn rhlitrrr

tcss, and I bclicve no hcavy uofrntormq psrdcrdrrty rawfud! th;ii*,Ctffaf$:

t

\.'

can hsd becn &tivuc4 to the public. It was s stendard ing. On thc
Supcr Snipc *ith il-litro cotircly new vcrsion There were lo
which m&jtr.d6but3t $c l4odoa Show. The only spccial difictlty kccp

cars na(r oecn dc[vcae4 to the Publrc. lt qaE a sta]rdard rn8. on tlrc .utobaDn cooditiooE wcne ver. . rcw UA

iiffi ffij*hflffisffi"sssil""tr"",frffi ffitr*ffi *'H'ffi y,f:s":x'iH*#which m&.itad€but gt $" f+papg Show. The gly spcciat 4imUty \ccninS o tbc roei 
"t 

rtt, -"t"iog to 11i;;iff
equipmcnt wu a rcorili4g -nirclinc, poncred by- thc ca1 At onc p9ry!, r'hca David Humphnev wi,i atirtndf"oii'htt:ry, wlich vias uscdj..throughqrt thc'nin io rccord completily blbckcd our sidc of tui auil *.rag.i*iifri.iil

''\ffe jus.t fed it with oilo water and
.. I .:: I ". ,,: "i:i .

oqgricnc& ond-q:--!rysl,,,{lry-lT-q!.-J: $g 1q9l Bl4dppna qrrnrv icrus tbp ".o* d or, .
Aqd I *S o.d r cotrph of pillows. 4pan frwt tt.sg-a"4 the wrmg r{c,-prcsscd qr.iqsrdlcss for aboui;ttq;;
windscrcea weshcrs.the ff was abolutely *off the line." so got past the bloc&g" v" d;d;;;;; .lt"ilr;"-t-;6"".gtt G#"ty ' .fi';-;nriA;;ecl,rt trtc th&t wcnins . ea l,l"'c.r-
H"'*tffifiri,ffir#;ffil#*"itYffi; ffilf"iffii;'#ilnHanffiffiS.s ,

' :",;*j*.*ffi'f*ffirr%*,5ffi-g g *"p*,rg* {d"i'mff6: #ffi ffififf' : - : - -.:::.=:::.-::-'$*TcryS**ryS$*l#fftf;tl$p-# -_ -Ij._Jucsdav qpming;-Dcccmbce-2..-Tbc tempcrature was t8 1$t our.aqggcr;adlope.d d"il;;;;ry.nrch over 
--..- 

-. idecrccs bclhp freczine Doint Onc of thc ofEciels of the !X) rnn-h- Vi talanhmii r*- i--I-Ii----^ ^^ -,

hard tb4 oc moot litclr diEcuhy qoqH arisc- on tlrc-Julicr Gcrmeorutomobilc ctuL trad dnt a rcpricnr"d;",d"d;
rfff ffi ffiriL:-ffiir'sfal Hxttffifxiffi
mef mE:*lttisxrrc.."-niit6tffi iii,Sif i"ildi*t6*6e?hBnr.\=*-*_ffiffi-$ft 6ffifrUtliffis'f,#,e_ ffi?fr"ffiffd;cffi _ * *d i
type €xccpt thet thcy erc 6ttd. quirc rlack, very carily and s

;---- --*-_lritb-g[lyR qrpidc-*4insggth"ge ftrin,acrcq the qfC J- "' has-liah spikcs wdded to-if-so that the cru runs on the ^

' :" ;;*j*.6'#HrH*$*o%u 
rinar prcpantionio,""] t-#xaffi#:*Hffi -,;'-='

J"g.*i'o"tt*T&riogEi"i-o* of thiomciars.f th; 30 .--**-'J i
' $;"siio automouitr":n"p t""t GgffFi; th";ld "tghL q.y-to'set o9_rtalio 

"on*iti"s to-16*il" pus. opcn at iwith soorcbodv iurt to guidc us out of the town- ciiavcou; dthqrgh_rhc_*srviss:q!$;.';t$_.gr!at- ;dq_ __ _ _ u-trl=-:'= ; - = r- -xrqi6gtlttlic-€*em@na+ra6; - agpqliffi ftffiS;*;;;*-t
=: -: -'- .- -tavcircd:vcty icy madr rirh snow ba*cd stcenls.ar rhc- -nigr;rn{pf;rc-sot;o-cfro"nofifr.T ffi.t+i* -;-, : .-l

sidcs; b-ut we did.not have to usc cbains. Thc roads werc opencd, at 6.lb-on fhursaay tootnioc.'-.-' ' *
quite.chafr"ehilgh tlpY wcre hard" bcatcn snoq decply TlinlrgF.indirsaaffranco- rcdNancy ena.aoqn .6 ' -.
ruttod. Tbregb Swedco wc.had much the samc sort o.f Basle, ri*! on the_1!s,c_"f- cG;;il5fu4;fiJ;; l{..i==:-:--n?:.;#rfficnty-'of3nrm,arlf,ice':q9*.'thc.tempcraturc.still."$mcc==@Far.pt6'.6;:..:.s=1:,:;|l
*'$"Tl%tffi?ff?'*** 

wc.ceysht ge rcrry ac.ro6s ro ['1,'Iffi5!ll,Tffi:j$4gi *;fr:tg,*ta :'

Hclsingor, tr&ing about twcnty minutes. ,Th.q3 o.n through rgeptig+ vc wcrc qq!_ql &dt Ft "["r,-rh;S"rd-;ffi:- ' Cqpc*rgcn' aod then arrothci ferry-, e-coosiderably_longlr pion.gcigg drivcr, and Willy dtt-thr:-;rb" dlfi;;;cwsing this tirirc, from Korror-l hr 15 min-to Nybor_. iast Alfa {cncq n..u rt6-t113i{,i;t &izati,on wl. -'-cfrrtitiqs umgcr of dr. R6i- crcue. - shot into thc gnragc ard rcrc met Uy a UrnT of.nEftigilti , . i

I

Jin'- i',\?!
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'fHr Aurocen, DicsMBBR lg, lg52

91 onc sidc ond a bar* of press photqgraphers on the othcr.Th9 qar was rcfuelled ."d -, 
dh"d, fiir.--ri.*,J,ir'i..j

rushed out-and given a hot meal *O fooa io take on rhe
l!ll.l{: iurmcy.. Ve were giv€n garlands of flowcrs by
.gjt: T the. na-tional c!6tume, and it -rras with great regreltnat about hdf an hour late^r urc left a happy tlirong 

"&ut3j$gl, (Vednesgay),.t9 flce tfre coming'iulier i-ass, on
yt-nrch,we ex_pcctgd trouble, for the snowplough would have
oeen through only very much earlier tUal aav.-' Alter Sarsans we crossed into A!.rstria, passed throughlinle Feldkiich and into tfre tiny priri.iiliiiv of Liechten_stein. On arival we went-to-getbur &nei sampea, Ue-
cause we nanted a record of all-the countries. Theiusiroms
Pos! wa! also the locat police srarion, which was also the
F"n \hen John Cutti went-ioE',. lii tr,i-samp attwo o,r three in the morning, two linle ilen lookJ 

-iery

Spprehensively through the Sirred windows-and wouldntIet hrm in. But in thc end, with much sign language from
"ulrd:, F.v lqt us in and stimpcc thtad;;;. carried on.
- q99K rnto Switzerland to Chur. ft was here that wedecidcd glut we must definitclynt-tU" 

"t i"i. So we visitcda Rootes,garagc virtualty 
"t 

tti,e b"ttqn of-dc tuli..fi;:--rnere had been much argumcnt as to who was g6ing todrive orrcr thc tulier; everyolre waated to. In the cnd itqlme to tbe spin of a coin, and I nras lucky.

r -, 0ver the Julier

," }1.p?o F about 7n3fi)f-t abovc sca lev-el, and is kcpt open,rt possibq by snowplongh. But the ploueh had ix lh;
^tfrouSh 

for.ryTy houn. Owing to the fairly high wind onthc mountainside thc rmd.was b.uried in pticeJwiO decpgrlgd snow. Many timcs wc Saa to.niagi uono- l.ait9 toTce. our wey throngh snow up to lgin dccp. Vc foiura
!! *1- a rcssity. Arq'wa5_wc-managed io kccp going
steadily, croorcd tbc surrmit fld tried to makc.up i 5it oTtimc go4- docm thc othcr ridc 

"na 
-*r.n -o"., 

,1f," M"l.r"
In$ to Ghievconry gj ths tr.lirn bordcr,

^. Y" :"T, tbtougb Fc fruticr witlqrt troublc, in spite of
the cerly.hour, end wtre nor @ qr way to Bcrgimo. '

rroflr ncrc firq weether uas a cunplete cdrtrest; the sky

t679

w1; 
^fa,rr-lf .cl-eg and wg-loot all rhc srrcw, akhorryh it wa:still fairly brisk, especially in the early ;.;i";. fhc roadswere ice-free and wc looked forwarO ro &ing 

"Ul.-io
F1|:'li s.'#. $rlff ,,1r:,:: r ru';*l :.*:-"fr
but we wanted to get to bcd !

^, 
At Bergamo we ioin$ the autostrada and made up a little

qme; no: very much bccause we had bccn going'for two
d.ays, lld to make up cvqr onc mile an houi takL a con_
slcterable trme after such a long pcriod. From Brcscia we
y:l_t o".,!h. very fasr bur cyCte-infesred road ,hr;"th
I.Io*, Vicenza, and along to Trieste. When we rcach-ed
,rnest€, wc were.again met by Rootes agenrs, and rhev
helped- us through thc many cusroms iormaliries. \X'a
entered &e Intemational Zone. A motor cvcle escort
accompanied us throqgh gn of the tcrritory, ana *ren-we
ente.red.qn a vcry tesq very wide, and beautifully metalled
ipd: .r"Tg.h went high iT rhc landscaqg go rhar wc caught
P" :",*d thar corles up thc Adriatic. Ilis was really qu-ire
ttoublesomc, 18 we wqc purh;ng the car now, at ,riU'over
?0 *p.-t" But wc arrivcd safely at the yug'oslav border.It was herc that I had my first Silmps9 of thi ied_or per-
luns.nink-tcrritgry, tnd we icnt'along to thc "urtl.,trontrcr; I r|lantcd to tskc r picture of the customs o6cer
standing bcsidc rhe car, but lic wouldn't plav.

We iust rolled the cqr into yugoslavie, aliaea wc had
sccn quitc cnougb, qn4 bsckcd ouiageir s-martlv. Wc thcn
had a quick ltnch in Triestc-this was still Thtrsd;y-_be_
causc thcy !t d laid on ro much thet we fclt we just cduHn't
leavc it, dthough w_e-wcne rrcry hte. Th ewiy,,"tr".i"g
our-stcps.through Victnze and Bergamo,_thcn irito MilaE
to the most fantastic serv{ce station-that I heve scen, with
cvery type of washmobilc machinc, rubbcr-Eoorcd 'wori_
ships, and cvcrything thrt goer to-mekc e reaUy ceci."tdepot .i .'I!:"tr now errcning, end elready drd(, rtd thcy ha{ pre_
pertd for us a large s1rppcrr.whicb uof^om&atcly, xrc iu.t
could not sqop!9 eaq for sle wcrc now firc rad a irfu hrfun
I"!q.o_our 'high"-rhcdule- I?e wcre, of coursc, welt
within thc five-day schcdulc. Jgger wc wirc teaving r gr.ai
parccl was thrust into thc car. Vhen *l felt it, it 

"iL. 
q'"iio

petrol, and pressed on ; . ."

p
a.
a.q.'

ld

'i.-

a.L#j;-.
;1)r-*-.* ..-- -

..:i:r:."

:*', .

':::i'.

d;-

,>'

:. \!.\r.!\.*:

The routc wts snow- and ice-bound dl thc way from Norwev to ltdv-
Hcre the Supcr Snipc is sccn in wintry conditioni dt.ittg th. .-j,,fi-p..tli

thc run, ovcr which it evangd rbout 3o nr--p.h.
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TITTEEN
COUNTRIES
IN NINETY
HOUR5.....
conlinued

JA.\

A rapid stop for
refuelling, aod the
Supcr Snipc is awey
agein through
Swcdcn Stlrlirg
Mose scrrtchc! tb
hcad *s hc tt*rtith
thc g.raggatt@dsrt.

hot. Wc wordercd ntrat thq hed put into it; qld what
should it bc but s wooderfut hot noast chickcn' This was
il; torn into tita' &rptred and the bom thrwn ouL At
*e setnc dmc 6ii had given us @cd mcals, as we had
decided ihat from-rrow on it would bc impossible to leave
the car if we wcrc to get to Villar Forrnoso, iust over the
Porruguesc'bords, in thc time we had set ourselves on our
'high " aver&ge.

Front Mild to *le Ponuguesc bordcr is tbout lJ'fi) milcs'
and we left ours€lvc$ iust rmder 24 borrs in which to cover
them. This was to irllude the vcry difrcult Milan-Genoa-
Niceioad, and then tbrorgh the south of Frarce iirto Spain'

Well, Leslic Joh$on set off st a crec*ing pace, and we
gct to ihe stan 6f tlrc autosrada for Gcnoa in ittst under an
frour, having averaged wcll ovcr 66 m.Pr!. !e pressed on

--;Srigh thal grcatiity, and along thc C6te 9'Azur----or the
Itata; Rivier;, I should say-and across into France at
Veatimiglia. 'i'he customs were very co-operative and let us
through-rapidly. lffe came into Monaco late at night' There

. was Jobody arbund at all, but we had -once again to get our
stamp. Vie managed to find the police -sation' an{ 49t
ouirc a fcw enthuslasdc motor racing people connected with
the prrlice force there, who stampcd our carnet after finding
keyi to get the stamp from the safe. And we lost only tcn
mrnutes.

, Iust before Aix-en-Provence, we ceme to a diversion
wherc thc road was up. We had had previous information,
but it would take us over about 60 kilometres as a dktercion.
So far were we behind time that we decided unanimously to
force our way through -;he obstruction and see what lay
ahead. \Y/e went through-and it was just as well that we
did. Aftcr absut .thrre qr fgur miles, we came to a little
village where the road was compli:tely up.- The Super Snipe

=: 
maniged to get past rhis, with-much iolting, and then there

; - came a crossing. The road ahead was completely blocked
rvith cement mixers and heaps of stoncs; so we took the left
turn; did about 500 yards, and were back on the road again
without losing more lhan five minutes.

- 
llte pressed on rhrough Arles anC Montpellier, virtually

, following the coasdine, and then came to Narbonnc, where
. we struck out into the northern slope of the Pyrenees. We

ran right along the side of these mountains, not on a moun--- '' ainous red, but on our left wcre the bcautiful slopes
cnvered in sneiw and on our right the lower lands of France.

Through Trrbes and ku to B*Fffic wc wcFe hurryfug;
at Bayonnc ws mct the Athtic erd rurncd donn through
Biarritz and soss thc bqdcr im Spai& At tbc Spenish
ostonrE wftere thcre arc rlwryr a lot of forauliticr, we
unfortunatcly loet a good fftsr minutcs.

After San Scbastian wc hld to (wcr a bit of hilly and twisty
road rhrough Vitoria. But'gxlduany thc road got better.
Wc wcrc on thc N I of Sprin, from Biarritz to Madrid. \tre
followed this for quitc a bng way-a vcry good road, wide
and faidy straight. But thcn sndrlenly it stops and narrows
into a country+ype twisty lanc winding up over the hills.

The traffic in Spain was sparse, but we did have grcat diffi-
culty with lorries, becausc thcy nutld gct in the middle of the
roa4 ard iust wouldn't movc ovcr. Bctween Valladolid and
Salamenca-a fast sueich-L:slie Johnson was driving, and
we wcre cbcfting betwecn 90 and 95 miles au hour. Sud-
denly two donkcys qrme out from behind a few rocks by the
side of the road, with merr with them" and wcnt strsight acro$s
the road at about onc milc an hour. This causcd slight
constcrnation in the car, but we iust managed rc evoid an
accidcnt and prcssed on egain through the wooderful little
town of Salarnanca.

John Cutts had been working out our avcrage all this time.
lVe had droppcd down e bit qr the 50 m.pJt. schedule,
owing to thc twisty bits of country, and we were frccd with
the nkessity of hai,ing to everage 6{ m.p.h. for the hst three
hours-whith I-eslie Johason procedded to do, bringing us
in with precisely one minute to spare.

It wai Friday night. Our total run, 3,280 milcs, from
Oslo to Villar Formoso (the Spanish-Portuguesc bordcr) had
taken 3 days 17 hours and 59 

lrinutes.*

!(e had only one tiny piece of trouble with the car
throughot$--lhe whole run-and that was a puncturc, which
was iust one of those unfortunate things. Apart from that,
we never had one single involuntary stop with the car. In
fact, I think it is proof enough to say that, the Super Snipe
having averaged 363 m.p.h. for 90 hours, no time could
possibly have been spent doing anything to the car. We
iust fed it with oil, watcr and petrol, and presse4 on very
fast. Many times we kept the spcedometer over ninety'for a
quarter of an hour at a stretch, and sometimes even more.
i think that the Rootes Group are to be congradated on
manv things over this run, buil think it was brave of them
to announie it beforehand, cspecially bearing in mind that
this model is absoltuely new. They put this car out, and

Diversion Avoidcd

il
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we'tbrashed it through all the countries under conditions
that were just as arduous as the Alpinc and Monte Cerlo
rallics put togcther. The car came through with flying
colours. The suspension is quite one of the best I have ever
cxpericncd It is very rmooth, and had no pitch or roll:-
whictr was I great hclp to us in trying to snatch the few
occasional hours or minutcs of slecp that we did gct.

Thc team of four was split up ar follows: Leslic lohnson
semi-peircd hiffdf with David Humphrey, and John Cutts
and I wcre also ogettrcr. But laier on, of course, this weirt
by the berd and *e fourud tbat I qns with Leslig or David
was with John Cutts. Wc iust went as we fclt wc would.
We all agr-ccd on onc point: if we fclt the slightcst bit tired
we nrould immodiercly hand over ts rnother driver, and gct
in thc passcngerts seai or in thc hck ard sleep as fat as was

. 168l

possible. It is very difrcult to stccp on this sorr of run,
and if ever one has the fecling that onc can slcep then it's
best to take thc opportunity thcrc and rhen, and not wait for
an oft-spcll. The car has a bench front seat, with an arn.r
rest in the centre, which we normally kept down, so rhar tbc
driver had a scat of his own, and the passcnger was in a
comfortablc position; it was thus possible to doze off.

We had a heaterr which was cxtremely efficient, but wc
found it bctter to usc only the dcfrostcrs and as little hcat
as porsible; too much heat is inclined to makc onc's eyes sore.
Thcrefore, we wore rather more clothing than was perhaps
necessary, so that we could manage with the least possiblc
heat. Whcn one has been going for 6O or 70 hours with
pcrhaps only a couple of hours' sleep, bodily resistance is
very low, and one feels the cold considerably.

10,000 IIItES II\ L4 DAYS

II/HILE tbe Humber Supcr Snipe drivcn by Moss,
VY lohnson. Cutts and Humphrcy was traversing fifteen
.o.rnr.ics of Eriropc in 90 hours, Mr. George Hinchliffe, 4l-yea.r-

"iJ iir"afora prige owner, was spccding from London to The
i:"n i" e simllar Ear. lVittr hisr werc Mr. R. Walshaw and Mr.
C-4. r-oneman. Thcy covcred thc 10,0ffi miles in 13 days
f ttouts 6-minutes, thcrcby reducing by I days l0 hours
is ;i""t s the dme'taken by thc Hillmaqr Mlnx cap-taincd-bv
rolr. Hinttliee in January of this ye-q' -The- Super Sni-pc left
Avae part Comcr-at 10'15 a.m. on Vcdnesday, November 26,

and arrived at Cape Town at 7.21 p.m' on December 9.
The Suoer Snipc was a normal production model, one of -the

nrst of ihi new vlrsion introduced at the recent London Show,
and aoart from a luggage rack, lwo extra head lamps and an extra
30-gailon petrbl rank no alterations had becn made to it'

Spur of the Moment

lvtr. Hinchlifte has the spirit of thc uuc- adventurer' " I
,u"t-".ttine t*tlcss again," hi said, "and one day at the Moto.r
iilri;'G;;b"r r a6ciaia therc and then to have another go.''

i;"k;*irrg ;irh this spirit, he was rcported to hav.c left Cape

T;;;i;;"th; ieturn l6urnlv to London in the earlv hours of
December ll.- Cii-t"ot momcnt of the trip south was when the additional
."t.ol tank was puncturcd by loose equipment within thc car.
io* nunarca milcs from anywhere in the Sahara Desert. lfhe
onlv rcmedv was to ransfer the petrol to another container, and
rhe- onlv o:tlcr contaiocr was the drinking tank. This w'as

drained'and thc petrol was Fatisferrd.

*

The trans-African travellers at Cape Town on arrival front
London. Left to right, Walshaw, Hinchliffe and Longman.
Not lon: after this radio photograph was taken they were on

thcir wav back.

Glrefrec and happy now that journey's end is reached ; thc car and its crcw at Villar Formoso.



Amgrican Austin affJ;:il*.r",1'*?i 
companv,,nc

flfhen Sir Herbert Austin, the well-known English
UU manufacturer of cars bearing his name, came to,
America in 1929, he had many people excited over his
plan to build cars in the U.S.A. After a tour of the country,
he announced that the American Austin would be built in
Butler, Pennsylvania. Detroit shook its mllective head,
but Butler wasn't such a strange choice. lt had access to
industrial services, an eager work force, and it was close
enough to east coast prts to make importing com-
ponents from England quite feasible. The basic concept
ol the car itselt seemed promising, too. When produc-
tion started in Butler *ring May, 1930, the company
claimed it had close to 200,000 orders for the new ultra-
light, ultra-economical car.

Austins were built frsn 1930 through 1934, using the
same engine throughad the production run. This was
an L-head four wlrich displaced 46 cubic inches, had
only two main bearirqa and developed 13 or 14 b,rake
horsepower at 3200 rpn. A roadster and coupe were
offered in 1930, priced at $445 and $465, respectively.
ln 1931, a business otrupe, Deluxe coupe, and 2-4
passenger cabriolet werc added. Once production fired
up, some of these prbs were cut. The 1931 Austin
roadster cost only $395 and the elaborate cabriolet just
$550. Prices'were redtred again in 1933 in an efforl to
boost sales:The businss coupe dropped to $275 and
the roadster to $315.

For awhile Austin'spspects loo'ked goo#-but only
for awhile-and the ISS production total of 8558 unils
was never exceeded- Fgures were 1279 carslor 1931,

3846 tor '19g2,47261111 1933, and an estimated 1300 for
1934. Two lactors were largely responsible for Austin's
demise: One was the general business decline of the
Depression years; the other was the fact that even in
bad times, Americans didn't take to midget cars. To be
sure, the American Austin was a midget. lts wheelbase,
at 75 inches, was tully 16 inches less than a VW
Beetle's. Also, the Austin weighed onty 1100-1200
pounds, and Americans were notoriously leary about
light cars in those years, as they would be for a few
decades more. The Austin was an attractive little car,
designed in part by Alexis de Sakhnoffsky, but this didn't
seem to matter. ln 1935, production ground to a hatt.

Austins provided a touch ol amusement in a drab
period for America and for a few people, they became a
sort of reverse status symbol, much like the Beetle
would be in the 1950s. Al Jolson, who loved cars and
usually drove Packards or Lincolns, bought the first
Austin coupe delivered to a private buyer. He was fol-
lowed by nurnerous other Hollywood stars-Buster
Keaton, Slim Summerville, and the "OurGang" kiddies.
Austins even starred in a movie. They were used as
"steeds" for a knightly battle in Will Rogers' "A Con-
necticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court." lt was a great
scene-but it didn't help to sell Austins.

Keeping alive the memory of this little car is the Pacific
Bantam Austin Club, 4636 Midsite Avenue, Covina,
California 91722.

photo credit: Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Assoclatrbn

l93A American Austin tuwdoor Deluxe coupe

CONSUMER GUIDEG



Amgrican Bantam affiffilff:Jrrncarc.

nergetic Roy S. Evans offered to buy the down-
and-out American Austin lactory in 1935, but he

faced some formidable obstacles. The company owed
$75,000 in back taxes and interest, and Pullman Stan-
dard had a mortgage on the property for $150,000.
However, the Federal court with jurisdiction over the
bankrupt firm felt Evans might salvage the situation and
awarded him the factory lor $500O cash-only %*oths ol
its appraised valuation. Evans secured a $250 million
loan from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, and
hired talent to help him create a newcar.

Styling for the revised model, called the American
Bantam, was assigned to Alexis de Sakhnoffsky, who
had created the original American Austin. For the Ban-
tam, de Sakhnoffsky styled a new front end featuring a
smooth hood and a rounded grille and also redesigned
the fenders and rear deck. His bill came to only $300,
and Evans retooled the entire line for a mere $7000.

Racing engineer Harry Miller was hired to work on the
mechanical changes, but his etforts were confined to a
redesigned manifold. Butler's own engineers con-
tributed mosl of the engine alterations. They replaced
the Austin's expensive roller bearings with Babitt bear-
ings, added lull-pressure lubrication, a new three-speed
transmission, Hotchkiss final drive, and Hoss cam-and-
lever steering. Engine displacement was unchanged,
though three main bearings were used instead of two
after '1939. The wheelbase remained at 75 inches, as on
the Austin, but the wheel size shrank from 18 to 16
inches in 1937, and to 15 inches in 1938. The frame and
cross-members of the Bantam were heavier than the
Austin's.

For 1937, two roadsters and three coupes were
offered, priced at $381-$492.For 1938 and '1939, sev-
eral new models appeared, including a speedsterwith a
pretty "Duesenberg sweep" side panel, and the novel
Boulevard Delivery. The lafter had an open driver's
compartment ahead of a squared-otf panel body. lt was
described as "a jewel box on wheels," and although it
was certainly unique, it didn't sellwell.

The 1938 Bantam line included three roadsters, four
coupes, and a station wagon as well as the speedster
and Boulevard Delivery. For .1939, a convertible called
the Riveria was added. Designed by Alex Tremulis, it
sold for about $500. Tremulis has recalled that the
Riveria would cruise at 75-80 mph and average 42.5
mpg (presumably at considerably lower speeds).

Bantam production continued into 1941, bul even
dynamic Roy Evans wasn't able to convince Americans
of the value of his tiny package. Eantam output was
about 2000 cars in 1 938 and 1 200 in 1 939. For 1 940-4 1 ,

profluction failed to reach 1000 units and ceased al-
together shortly after the 194'l model year began. Ban-
tam then concentrated on building a prototype for what
ultimately became the Army Jeep, which it also manu-
factured during WW ll. Though Bantam didn't build as
many Jeeps as Ford and Willys-Overland, it does get
credit for designing the original.

The unique little Bantam is covered by the Pacilic
Bantam Austin Club, 4636 Midsile Avenue, Covina,
California 91722.

photo credit : Motor Vehicle Manulacturers Assouation

1938 American Bantam "60" four-p"ssenger speedster
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HUMBER LTD. COVENTRY

4695 plus p.t. L290.14.2
White-woll tyres, stoinless rim-
finishers & rodio optianol exttos.

A PRODUCT OF THE ROOTES GROUP

The quick, live power of a

powerful overhead valve engine
exciting acceleration, is yours to

All the luxury, the comfort, the built-in quality
great car-and over 80 m.p.h. too !

40% larger braking area and numcrous dctail
all for no extra cost !

il r,l t, .

.,,,:. ::..,r-.- AND WITH OVERDRM (optional extra) more miles per gallon,

still better top gear performance. Less engine wear too'

LONDON SHOWROOMS & EXPORT DIVISION: ROOfES LTD ' DEVONSHIRE HOUSE ' PICCADILtY W.l
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HUMBER SPARES

HILIMA]{ SPARES & REPAIRS BLACKBURI{

ENGLISH SPARES GAI]ORE

AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST RANGE HUMBER PARTS
NEW o RECONDITIONED o SECONDHAND

While our first concern will always be Rootes Group Spares, we have now moved into stocking all
model English Spare Parts.

Workshop equipped to recondition engines transmissions, most components stocked on a changeover basis.
We do buy Hillman Humber BMC cars for re-sale or restoration or (heaven forbid) wen wrecking.

Contact FTG yard.

MAIL ORDERS
We recommend C.O.D. post for speedy delivery.

HILLMAN SPARES AND REPAIRS
178 Whitehorse Road,

Blackburn, Victoria, 3130.
Telephone: (03) 877 4311,5 lines

Postal Address: P.O. Box

WRECKING YARD
1098 Burwood Highway,

Fbrntree Gully, Victoria, 3156.
Telephone: (03) 758 2675

19, Blackburn, Victoria, 3130.



SHANNON INSURANGES
(utc) PTY. LTD.

THE CLASSIC GAR

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

DON'T BE PENALISED FOR OWNING AN EXOTIC CAR -
YOU NEED OUR SERVICE

Classic Car Enthusiasts have been taking advantage of our Insurance
Schemes since the early 1970's and as we move into the 1980's the

advantages of our CI-ASSE CAR INSURANCE SCHEME continue to grow;
compare these points with your existing cover now.

. Choose own Repairer or use our
selected Body Shop near you. Full No Claim Rating transferable
from any other insurance
Company

o Competitive Premiums. Personal Contact and Service. One Policy for all your Classic
Cars

GENERAL BUSINESS - We are also very competitive in all types of
lnsurance cover from domestic to business, and can assist with all
matters without obligation.

Agreed Value Policy means no
hassle payout in a total loss
situation
Windscreens - One claim per
year will not affect No Claim
Bonus
First right of refusal to obtain
the wreck

SHANNON'S CI-ASSIC CAR
CENTRE PIL

32'I WARRIGAL ROAD, CHELTENHAM, 3192
TEL: (03) 584 7266
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