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THE HUMBERETTE.. CALENDAR JANUARY 1991.

JANUARY 25TH. FIRST GENERAL MEETING FOR YEAR. DEEPDENE PARK HALL,

WHITEHORSE ROAD, DEEPDENE. (MELWAY 46 A7/8). 8.00PM.

COME EARLY AND ENJOY AN INFORMAL "CUPPA" AND CHAT BEFORE

THE MEETING COMMENCES. NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE

PARTICULARLY WELCOME.

JANUARY 26TH (SAT.) AUSTRALIA DAY GARDENS DISPLAY, ALEXANDRA GARDENS, CITY.

MELWAY MAP 43 J/K 10. (Entries for this display have closed

but onlookers are encouraged - this makes a great family

picnic day.)

***** FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF THIS EVENT AND THE TWO OTHER

AUSTRALIA DAY WEEK-END EVENTS LISTED BELOW SEE OVER PAGE.**

JANUARY 27TH (SUN.) "STRAwl3ERRY FIELDS" DAY RUN EAST OF MELBOURNE.

JANUARY 28TH (MON.) DAY RUN ORGANIZED BY VINTAGE DRIVERS CLUB. APPROXIMATELY

80 MILES STOPPING AT POINT COOK METROPOLITAN PARK FOR

BYO MORNING TEA THEN TO THE YOU YANGS FOR PICNIC LUNCH.

FEBRUARY 10TH. "PICNIC AT HANGING ROCK". MT. MACEDON. ORGANIZED BY THE

MACEDON RANGES AND DISTRICT MOTOR CLUB. ADMITTANCE FEE.

To ensure that the Club parks together at the picnic

grouncs we will travel up in convoy meeting at the Keilor

Shire Offices (Melway map 14 H5) ready to depart at 9.00AM.

Light refreshments are available at the grounds but it is

advisable to take a picnic lunch.

FEBRUARY 17TH. CHACA SWAP MEET. THE FRESH CENTRE, FOOTSCRAY ROAD, FOOTSCRAY.

(MELWAY MAP 42 H6). 8.00AM - 2.00PM. ENTRY VIA GATE 6.

$2.00 ENTRY PER ADULT.

FEBRUARY 24TH (SUN; GENERAL MEETING, FOLLOWED BY THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF

THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC. DEEPDENE HALL. 2.00PM.

flAil '1< p.+ '" ... ',0

ROOTES GROUP ANNUAL GET-TOGETHER AT BUNDOORA PARK, PRESTON.

ORGANIZED BY THE SINGER OWNER'S CLUB. PICNIC AREA NO.7.

MELWAY MAP 19 F4. SIMPLE CAR EVENTS, KITE-FLYING (BYO KITE),

PEOPLE'S CHOICE ETC. BYO BBQ LUNCH. 11.30AM - 4.00PM.

MARCH 9TH - 11TH. (LABOUR WEEKEND). 2ND ANNUAL RALLY ORGANIZED BY CASTERTON

MOTOR ENTHUSIAST'S CLUB. ENTRIES CLOSE FEB. 28TH. ENTRY

FORMS AND DETAILS FROM CLUB SECRETARY AT NEXT MEETING OR

FROM JIM KENT, P.O. BOX 144 CASTERTON 3311. PH: (055) 81 1414.

MARCH 16TH. (SAT.) KOO-WEE-RUP POTATO FESTIVAL.AND CHARITY DAY.

(Koo-wee-rup is about a 90 min. drive from Melbourne

through Dandenong.) Would anyone \lilling to enter their

Humber in the Saturday morning street parade please collect

an entry form at the next meeting.

MARCH 17TH. ZEPHYR AND ZODIAC CLUB ANNUAL MULTI-CLUB DISPLAY AND FAMILY

OUTING AT ELAINE RECREATION RESERVE. (MELWAY MAP 255 C3).

Elaine is a small town on the Midland High'vay about half way

between Geelong and Ballarat. It is approx. 120 Kms from

Melbourne taking the Western Highway through Melton to

Ballan then the Meredith turnoff to the MiC'. land High',",y.

The day is designed to be a non-competitive, fun family

day. BYO lunch and meet at the Elaine reserve 11.00AM on.

�JARCH 22ND. GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.



?RESDJiA,J ON DAY AND CLUB AwARDS : 990. ***

Con;ratulations to all Concours trophy liinners and recipients of Club a'ffirds

lihich Ilere presentee at the Decemter Break-up party. A full list of 'iinners is
;rintec: telov.�.

Congratulations also to all "ho helped make 1990 a successful Club year. It is

your support and continued membership t��t keeps the Club moving!

CONCOURS TROPHY WINNERS 1990.

MASTER CLASS: Kevin Megee Ser.V SS.

SERIES CLASS: Geoff Webb Ser.11 SS.

MARK & PRE-MARK: Bot Kennedy ':?� Snipe.

LIGHT CAR CLASS: No entries.

OlJT1UGHT CONCOURS WINNER: Kevin Megee; Series V Super Snipe.

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP:

MOST IMPROVED VEHICLE:

PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD:

CLUB SERVICE AWARDS:

Bob Bruce; Series VA Super Snipe.

Alison Bodycomb; Series lV Super Snipe.

Bob Kennedy; 1934 Snipe.

Vic Wilson; Joan & Bill Holmes; Graeme Finn.

************* ********** ************* ********* ************* *********

•
RESULTS OF CHRISTMAS HAMPER SPECIAL EFFORT:

1ST. CHRISTMAS HAMPER: TREVOR YORK. white ticket no. F 11)

2ND. ROOTES WINE: JAN WILLIMOTT (oran£e ticket no. E 66)

3RD. TIN BISCUITS: BILLIE-JO BOSNICH. (orange ticket no. D 60)

Thank you to everyone llha supported the raffle and sold tickets.
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ALEXANDRA GARDENS DISPLAY - SATURDAY 26TH.

Vehicles entered in the display will be able to park on the perimeter of the Gardens

(Jeffries Parade) as well as the paths within the Gardens. Please arrive early,

(8.30-9.00AM) and look for the Club banner in the parking area. It is suggested you •
enter Jeffries Pde from either Linlithgow Ave or Alexandra Ave. Mel,."ay map "3 10 J/K.

Entertainment during the day includes an all day concert, a playfest, F.E.I.P.P.,

and the light horse brigade.

*************************************

"STRAWBERRY FIELDS RUN" - SUNDAY 27TH.

Meet at Lilydale Lake Reserve car park, Swansea Road, Lilydale (Melway map 38 G7) at

10.00AM for BYO mornin9 tea. Depart 10.30-11.00AM for a scenic drive through the

hills to Sylvan for a BYO picnic lunch and a visit to Jim Chaprnan's U-pick stra"berry

farm. Please bring own containers for picking. Other fruit and vegies available.

**************************************

POINT COOK HOMESTEAD AND YOU YANGS - MJNDAY 28TH.

Meet 9.30AM at Coles NewWorld car Park, Clarendon St. South Melbourne. (Melway 2F CI2).

Departing 10.00AIn travelling over the Westgate Bridge to Williarnstown, following the

bay through Altona tOPoint Cook Homestead for BYO morning tea. Continuing around the

Bay through Werribee South and Werribee, then on to the You Yangs Forest Park for a

BYO lunch and social get-together. Round trip approx. 80 miles.

**************************************
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. __ ..__ AIDAN FINN TAKING A BREAK FROM PLAYING IN

THE SNOW AT MT. BULLER.



PRESIDENTS REPORT JANUARY 1991.

Firstly I would like to wish every member the compliments of the season and trust that

you all had a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.

I would also like to apologise in advance for my non-attendance at the January 1991

meting, but I will be on leave in Tasmania.

Last January in my report I floated a couple of thoughts in relation to the make

up of the executive committee. My views expressed then related to my personal view

that I would like to see a progression from Vice President to President whenever

possible. I believe that this assists continuity within the committee, and at the

same time allows new members to become involved in the running of the Club.

I have already advised the Committee that I will not stand for re-election as

President for the coming year as I believe we must continually have different

members running the Club.

I would also remind members who currently operate "Red plate" registered vehicles
that new regulations operate from January I, 1991, and that we suggest you obtain

a copy of the A.O.M.C. booklet to be carried in your car at all times. Generally

these amendments extend the available use of your car provided it is approved by

our Club on the appropriate forms.

Geoff Webb.

President. •

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING

HELD 23RD NOVEMBER, 1990

Meeting commenced at 8.10pm.

Apologies: P. Batten, N. Kennedy, P. Davenport & S. Peterson.

Welcome New Members: Keith Barrett and Judy Allen.

Minutes of Previous Meeting: Accepted, Moved Bob Kennedy and Seconded Keith

Willmott.

Business arising from Previous Minutes: Nil.

•Correspondence: Casterton M.E. Club (Jim Kent) invitation and annual rally forms for

C.M.E. Rally on March 9, 10 & 11 Labour day weekend., C. & H.A.C. Membership renewal

form., Austin A40 Car Club apologies not being able to attent H.C.C.V. Concours.,

Coles New World Re: Gift Vouchers., Australian Recreation Exports Re: club emblems.,

Transformers Nightclub.

Club Magazines: Wolseley "Hornet", Chevrolet Car Club, The Flying "A". C.M.E.C.

Newsletter. A40 Newsflash. H.C.C. of S.A. Newsletter. Rootes Group Car Club,

S.A.T.O.C. News, Rover "Torque", C.H.A.C.A. Annual Report.

Editors Report: 216 magazines distributed this month (November 1990).

Treasurers Report: Nil.

Social Secretary's Report: Reminder of Australia Day Parade in Alexandra Gardens,

cars up to May 1965 may enter.

Picnic at Hanging Rock on February 10th, 1991, invitations from Macedon Ranges

Motor Club.

Margaret reported on H.C.C.V. Concours.

Hall Committee Report: Hall to be secured during the year for Sunday meetings.

A motion was carried on this matter.



A.M.O.C. Report: President mentioned the A.M.O.C. report with regards to the

Red Plate Scheme. Many Red Plate holders have previously broken the law with

regards to the usage of their vehicles out of the stipulated conditions. Refer

August 1990 H.C.C.V. Newsletter for details.

Technical Report: Discussion with regard to running older cars on unleaded petrol.

Most older cars will run on unleaded fuel. Referring to lower compression ratios

7.5 to I or lower.

For Sale: 2 x 1938 Snipes for Sale refer Mr. Carl James (Bendigo)

1964 Vogue Mr. Ericcson.

General Business: Bill Holmes made mention of the excellent article in November

1990 H.C.C.V. newsletter by the Wilde family, this article was enjoyed by all,

Congratulation Anne, ran, Karl, Melanie and Heather for a great article.

Also Phil Newells letter to Federal and State Environment Ministers refer

November/December 1990 H.C.C.V. was a first class petition and we all endorse these

points that have been made. Well put together Phil.

Club has insisted phone number in telephone book.

•
Meeting Closed: 8.45pm followed by supper •
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FOR SALES

'38 Snipe, complete plus spare 350 S.V. also Vogue gearbox, 4 speed, clutch and

flywheel also disc brakes.

Contact: Carl James, 91 Wood Street, Chinaman's Gully, Bendigo (054) 46 7240.

Series V Super Snipe Workshop Manual Mint Condition, also photocopied spare parts

manual, plus one owner's handbook $50.00 the Lot.

Contact: Peter Sheldon, Hawthorn. AH 818 5829.

66 Hillman Gazelle, body good, motor seized, no Reg, spares included motor, new

suspension, tyres and brakes. $660 •• 00 ONO.

Contact: S. Salzana. 469 2036.

Series V Super Snipe, fully dismantled except seats and body shell, excellent condition,

no rust all cleaned.

Contact: J. Wells. 546 0439 •

• 64 Super Snipe, auto, needs work on motor and interior.

Contact: (058) 62 2556.

63 Vogue, auto, no reg, was going, parts missing, tyres OK, also parts car (manual)

Contact: 354 5044

67 5-A Super Snipe,

and paint, interior

Contact: J. White

Reg Nov '91, RWC, 130000 miles, 1 previous owner, new chrome

excellent. $5,500.00

808 7981

HAWK Ser .11 1962. $ 500

Car is in rurming order and fairly straight but has "tired" front

end and steering. Also another car for spares.

Contact Wilson Bunton, Castlemaine. PH: (054) 723 186.

HILLMAN HUNTER. 1968. Car is currently registered.

For details contact Kathy Kordell, PH: 614 2521 (B.H.)

SUPER SNIPE PARTS: A number of body parts/doors for series IV SS. (1964).

Contact Neil Barclay, Markwood via Wangaratta. PH: (057) 270277.

******""H"'H"'H"'H"'H"'.',**)()( JI:)()()()()()( *)( lE)f lE)f 11 lE)()( X**X)f 11)( 11 K****** l( l( lllt)( ll'***"i::-**



i::\.\-::::r & "FREEBIES".

SL�ER SNI?E �.:l; Glen Hall of seaspray (near Sale) has a MKll body-chell onc

c�d::si3 ',;hicrl ::.2�..e 3. fair -�egr2e of rust '::ut are available fr22

to any takers. Contact Glen on (051) 464 333.

WANTED: For Series V Super Snipe; Radiator, Front Shockers, Exhaust System,

Spare Water Pump, King-Pins & Bushes. Also 2x Tyres size 205:65 HR15, Rootes

Badge and Roof-rack.

Harry Miles, Larundel St, Manangatang. PH: (050) 351 324.

Harry would also like any information on the removal and repair of a damaged

vinyl fascia panel.

New Members,

************.**************.*****************************�**************************

Happy New Year to all members and on behalf of the Humber car Club

I would like to welcome our new members,

Jack and carol Bloustein of E, Ivanhoe, Jack has a Series 5 Snipe,

Barry l'Brr of Richmond, 'Iasmania,

Mr, H,T. Frederico and his daughter Serita, Mr, Frederico has

a Series 5 Super Snipe. •
Neil and Dorothy Turnley of caaberwell and their Series IV Super Snipe,

Gaston saint of maldon, Gaston is restoring a lo'.ark I Super Snipe,

Welcome to you all, Gmeme Finn

Membership Secretary

Drivers denied better

brakes:
MOTORISTS were being

denied better braking per­

formance because asbestos­

free pads were not fitted as,

original equipment even

though they were available.

The dlrector"'f research and

development at British brake

specialist Ferodo Ltd. Mr

Geoff Ross, said In Melbourne

that it was feasible to Intro­

duce non-asbestos products

before 1997 without technical
.or economic compromise.

He also criticised what he re­

gards as misinformation

being spread In Auscralia

about the effectiveness of

asbestos-free brake pads.

And Mr Ra.. rebuked the

Victorian Government for not

making enough inquiries into

the use of asbestos-free

materials In vehicles in place

of those with asbestos,

L _

Mr Roso said sug!lestians
that it was not feasible to in­
troduce asbestos-free brake
pads before 1997 were "flying
in the face of facts".

"It needs only the will to do
It,'' he said.

"Asbestos Is a bit Uke
Maggle Thatcher - !lood in Its
time but it has overstayed its
welcome."

Mr Rass, one of the world's
experta on the control of

asbestos In the automotlve in­
dustry, attacked what he cal­
led mistaken information
about the availability and vla­
biltty af asbestos-free brake
pads.

He said asbestos-free pro­
ducts were not only much bet.
ter than asbestos brake pads
m terms of stoppinji power,

they also lasted tWice as long.

They proVided additional
beneflts to the health of the
workers Who produced them
and to the pubUc.

Mr Ross was commentinji on
doubts expressed by witnesses
at a Victorian Occupational
Health and Safety Commis­
sion InqUiry that asbestos­
free braking materials were
not as effective as asbestos
products.

Last month. the commission
�ecommended banning the

Import ot all raw asbestos
fibres and products. and Ilrad­

ual replacement at. all asbes­
tos products in use.

In Australia. the Ballarat­

based Bendix-Mintex Pty Ltd

is the sole supplier of original

equipment brake pads to the

five manufacturers and has 80

per cent of the replacement

market.

Mr Ross said Bendix-Mintex

was manufacturing asbestos­

free brake pads overseas.

In Australia. Sydney-based

Futuris Industrial Products

Pty Ltd supplies 16 per cent of

the replacement market.

A spokesman for Bendix­

Mintex. Mr Russ Stovall. told
Automotive Business that it

had manufacturing facilities

for both asbestos-free and as.

bestos friction material.

"We can meet whatever the

market wants. We have no

vested Interest in either prod­

uct," he said.

But he said there were some

applications where asbestos­

free material was not SUitable.

especially in older vehicles

were deslgned for asbestos

braking systems.

•
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HUMBER INTHETWENTIES
WithO-ut doubt Humbcr's fincst )'cars as car makers wcre in thc 1920s.

, A 8 DEMAUS has a special intcrcst in the companJ

and in the period. He has writtcn this important asscssmcnt

of thcir position for contrast with

Michacl Scdgwick's article on thcir activities

undcr Rootcs in the 1930s which appcared in om 8:6

H G WELLS wrote: The highly

fashionable and the absolutely

vulgar are but two faces of the

l'ommon coin of humanity'. In OLD

MOTOR Vol H No 6 Michael
Sedgwick wrote a fascinating assess­

ment of the post,vlntage Humbers,

making a l"On\'incing case for

duhhing them the English Buick. He

also gracefully al'knowledged that

the predoll1inantl�' inkt.l)vcr-exhaust

Humhers of the vintage era have long

hel'n a cult. As one who, .IS founder

of the Humber Register some twenty­

fiH' years ago, ma:- he in a small way

imtrumental in the existence of that

cult, I now try tll assess the position

that Humhers occupied in the

decade from 1920 to 19:\0,

To do this it is, I think, m'l'essarv

to look first into tlw hackground of

w (; Tuo'� Mllh. S"ulh W.ln Al", C...rphlll,

hill o-liMl" In hi. '\""" I-'hp n",d.. 1

C.... ,inl' h ..,d.,: • lIurnh.. , palh.,ulng ',Iplt'

"f J 119t1 "n a I,' pio'MI ...",d,h"a,drd I'.o'�

the Humber image in earlier years so

as to try to make some sort of

judgcment on what it was that
motivated the firm, That old

Thomas Humber had started hy

producing hicyl'les in 1868, that the

com'crn had prospered ahundantly

and al'hieved a very considerable
reputation for the high quality of its

ndl's, and that by thl' cnd of the

141h l'l'ntury it ';l'l'upied a pre­
l'milll'nt place as :1 major cyl'le

Illanufacturer on a worldwide sc:lle,

is wl'11 known, The ethos of the firm

in that period could perhaps best he

sUlllllled up as hl'ing quality, plus

performance in competition. It
would he :1 fair estimate, I think,

that somewhere around 50"1., of

successful cydc ral'ing men in the

last twenty or so years of the 19th

n'nlur�' \\"l'rl' HUI;lher nlountl'd. if
not invariahlv. then at least fre.

qUl'nll�'. HlIIilher l'�'l'k ad\l:rtiSl"

2'17



.t1u.�n I. mln� If (;od doth .a� Am�n'... t�

p,,,,rrh h... It. Humbe-, A�rial Ihp.rtm�nt of
I'll 0, a sho,t.Ii.f'd dh�,.lon

1914 2 ',. hp URhtwrlRhl TT moto'("n� from
tM nt.loRur of th.t ,u, .

ments l'Ontinually plu�J.:ed both ttwir
competition SUcce�ses and the

quality of their machines. Othl'r
makers did that. too. of l'ourSl'. hut
thl' dif!en:nce lay in the fal.t ttwt for
a pl'riod of m:IOY Yl'ars n'l'ord :.ftl'r
record fell to Humhns and thl'ir
lourin/! Illadlinl's "CH' of l"\.n,j,.
Il'ntl�' hiJ,:h ljll:llit\,. \\',,"ls "l'rl'

l'Ol\Sl:lntl�' and rdbhh !>:'\'kl'll !>\
dl'l'lIs, . .

Also datin/! fwm thl' h"HI;" of
Humhl'r l'ydl' prudlll.tion 1':litl�' 'Ihal

odd lIidlotolll\' of the Bl'l'Slon "nd
the ("ml'nlrl' 'Humhe", till' forllln
!>ein� Illlt:."',,\, 'up markel' ill pril't'
;lIld tjU;i1il�' a, \'lllllp;lred with thl'

1:lttn, lhou/!h lhe la1tn Wt:rl' also

tjualit\' m:ll'hillt.,. For a timt' thl're

\\;., tht. \\'(,hl'lh:lIl1pton Humher as

\\l'Il. !>ut nOlhing w", "lIowed to sully

Ihl' s"nl'lI ll'put"tion of the Beeston

Illal'hilll". I pll'SS this point" because

I fl'l'llhat hI' the time Humbers were

,nious l'lllitenders in the motor
m"rkl'I\ it h:ld bel'ome almost a

!t'tish: for until the new Coventry

1:ll'lory l'ame into heing in 1908. the

S:lml' philosophy was applicable to

Humht'r motor cars. the Beeston

nlOdt'ls again heing considerably 'up

markel' l'ompared with their

Co\,entry eounterparts. It is my own

fl'l'ling that hy this time (1908/09)

this dichotomy had become quite

outmoded. and that quite apart from

the enormous physical reorganis.

:Ition in\'olved in centralising

produl'tion at Coventry, Humber's

polil'y makers were' themselves
"nxious to be rid of it and of its

implications. (I t was perpetuated in _..

Humber cycle circles for some years

vct. however.) In other words, the

j)hysical mo\'e to Co\,entry merely
offered a'reasonable and convenient

eXl'use for dropping the Beeston tag,

a tag which Humberexecuti\'t�s coUld'"

sce had already outlived its useful.

ness,

Up to 1914 Humber motor
production had embraced a wide

variety of types (they had even intro­

duced an Aeroplane Department for

a few years!), ranging from the

cyclecar.like simplicity of the early

Humherettes to the luxury of the big

fours and even a 30hp six. They had

dallied with sporting aspirations, not

only by providing works entries in

long distance reliahility trials, hut by

entries in the Tourist Trophy races,

culminating in that quite untypical

team of Henry-inspired twin over.

head camshaft 1914 Tr cars. They

had l'ntered early into the field of

Illotorcyt'le prodl;etion and in this
field, lOll, had sporting aspirations.

"jlh nllmerolls SUt't'esses in a wide

I";ln/-:e of e\'ents. e\'en including a

_._----------------------------_._.- --- -_ ..._----,--------

,
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!
!
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Wrll.found IIRhl ("a,. Ihr t914 Trn. This on�

did nol opl for Ihr r1t<'I,k�, ho .. rn,

models. The Benjamin of the range
was thatslIperior twin cylindered

nclecar, the Humherette, a\'ailable

i'-I air and water cooled forms. and
additionaliy there were the IOhp. the
11 hp, thel4hp, Ihe 20hp and the

2Hhp cars, Apart from the Humber.

cIte, all the remainder were four

c\'lindt'r 1110dels, Thc IOhp was

a'\ailahle \\'ith tWIl Ill' IOUI" seatt'd
Opt'lI hodies, as was the 11 hp, Ihe

14hp as a tWll.seattT. fin'-st'ater

t"lII"n \11" as a (ouI"-seatt'd I:tndaulette

and a "'"upl' I:tlldallklh" wa, also

Tourist Trophy win in 1911. W G

Tuck, one of the works dri\'ers in

se\'l�ral TT events, also perfollfned

with cOllSiderahle success with rather

special vcrsiollS of the It,l} and 14hl�

cars at spced events all o\'t'r the

countrv.

But ihe future pattern was ,dreadv
c1earh' cmerging prior to 11} 14, Th�
catal(;gued Huinbers a\'ailahle ill
Ihat nll'111entous year cO\'t'I"ed six

-� ------- �-------- --_._---------------------------- - --------------------------------
,.-
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�UP' riu, (�, It, .. " Ih(' ai, N>oIHl.tnlon of tht

, .. in ,'.dind ... H umh(.".It.

\Idi,h pH ...... ' mlddl,..... dl:hl: a 1914

J our1('('n (ourl'f

offered :Jt £4bO on Ihi\ cha\\is. The

20hp could be had as a two.seated or

five.\cated open car and in six-seated

landaulette or limousine. or cabriolet

or cabrio.phaeton badv stYles also.

The same body range. a'part from the
two. sea ted version. was a\'aila blc on

the 28hp chassis. Prices ranged (at

1914 values. remembl'r) from £120

for the air cooled Humberette 10

£650 for the 28hp cabriolct de luxe.

The two most significant cars in

the range were the lOhp and the

14hp. for they were destined to

become the basis of almost al1

Humber's vintage production in the

1 Q20-1930 period. The lOhp was a

charming quality light car. featuring

a monobloc 4 cylinder engine.

unusual1v with a detachable head.

alJd unit' construction .4 speed gear­
box with right-hand control. The

clutch was a leather cone. Bore and

stroke were 65mm x 120mm. the

final drive ratio was 4.33: 1. and

braking was by two sets of shoes on

the rear wheels. CAV electric

lighting and starting was stan­

dardised soon after the model was

introduced. Bodywork and appoint­

ments were ful1y up to Humber's

quality standards. so all in al1 the

Humber Ten was a well-found and

advanced smal1 car of its time.

The Fourteen looked outwardly

very similar. though larger. but there

were important differences. The

4 cylinder monobloc engine of 75mm

x 1o.10mm had a fixed head and those

good old brass valve caps to al10w

access to the valves. A 4 speed

separate gearbox was fitted and the

final drive ratio was 4.33:1. as with

the' Ten. The cone clutch. the

braking layout and the CAV electric

lighting and starting were again

similar to the Ten.

The exigencies of war caused the

20 and 28hp cars to be dropped from

Ihe range in 1915. but the Humber­

ette in water cooled form only. the

Ten. the Eleven and the Fourteen

were continued for a while. As a sop

to prevailing conditions. a delivery

"an was available on the 10, 11 and

14hp chassis and. in addition. an

ambulance van on the last. named

chassis only.

When peace returned, Humbers

were early in the field with their

post-war programme, which con­

sisted of the 10hp range. continued

with minor but significant detail

changes. and the 1o.1hp, though stiJI
available for a time in pre-war guise,

had suffered a sea-change into a

'new' 15.9. The latter was an 'up'

dated' version of the old Fourteen.

With these two models Humbers set

the pattern which was to take them

well into the next decade. The 75mm

.'

bore of the old Fourteen was

enlarged to 80mm. the stroke

remaining at 1o.10mm. The fixed head

was retained. as was the cone clutch

and separate 4 speed gearbox. The

old CAV electrical starting by means

of the combined operation of a push
button to energise the electrical side

and a pedal-operated rol1er brought

into contact with the periphery of the

flywheel (incorporating a free. wheel

device) gave way to a normal starter

motor and bendix acting on a

toothed starter ring on the flywheel.

Pmt."a, Ul ... a,dianhm: th. �.'- 15.9 In

undr."

The double set of rear brake shoes

also gave way to a foot-operated

transmission brake and the side

brake only acting on the rear wheels.

Wheelbase had been increased from

Qft 6ins to 10ft 3 I/l ins but the track

remained the same at 4ft 9ins. The

petrol tank was now at the rear. an

Auto"ac lifting petrol to the Smith

carburettor.

Post-war modifications to the Ten
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Tt". 'imp.o, ..d' ' ....ion of Ih .. I{Ihp inn'.po.­
HIt.d H num'l(" of m....h.nk.1 modifi"lIlion,

Hnd al,o "11 rr it..1 ,moolh... IInd mo...

,'ommc..liou, bud� .. urk. II "M ••Ird III IIAhp

IhoUl:h Ih •. "0'1., ....r.. ,inl:ul.rl� rrlu,'I.nl 10

dmp Ih•. old num.. nd.lurr

rl'ar hrake shoes. This arrangement

soon showed up the relati\'e weak­

ness of the re:lr axle design on both

the Ten and the Fourtl'l'n (alias 15.9)

and it was not long hefore a new and

. stwnger desi!,.:n made its appear­

am'e. !\ leather-hooded and \'er\'

upri�ht l'Oupr was added to the Ten
boch' st\'les.

I' do' not pWp(lSl' t(l det:lil the
dl:ln�es th:lt took pla<:e in the p(lst­

war Humher range model hy model

and \Tar h\' \,e:lr. Suffke it to s:w

that 'from -tlil' \q\4 Ten, with it:,
;I(hanl'l'd lJuality kalurl's at the timl'

look Illudl the S:l me form as those to

thc Fourteen in that clel'tric:1I

startin� was now hy LlI('as dyna­

nlOl<lr. l'hain-driwn off the magneto

shaft drin', nel'essitating some

modifil'ations to the timing case,

Bra k in� was now in line with th:l t on

Ihc Fllurtl'l'n. a transmission hrakl'

taking Ihc plan' of Ihl' foot-Opl'rall'd

.\ I t'�l) J IIhp � ilh Ih •. '""UJU. hud� h� .hrn

H \ HiIHt.l •

.,"\ �IJ \HI'H'" "'H,h • I �.'I louu" and 11 IUhp
Iou ... ' in 1e.,2U

.. I it, inlr ..duction, l'ame the gradual

dl'\eh'jllllent throuJ.:h the post-war

'1 ell. the 'uprated' IO.H (H!\C rated

at 11.41. right Ihrough to the \212."

of 1,42�l2h. From lhl' pre-war Four­

teen (';lIl1e the whole range of post­

war \�.q alld \�/40 ears, the last of

whil'h W:lS a batch of SO produced in
\927.

The most import:lI1t development

in this post-war period was the intro­

dlll.tion of an inlet-over-exhaust

l'n�ine design for the whole Humber

range, standardised from the intro­

duction of the IQ2.1 models. I )la\'e

Iward it s:lic\ hy onc well acquainted

with Humher workin!,.:s at the time

that this i.o.e. engine was a direet

copy of the i.o.e. 4 eylinder Essex

engine of \91X, hut would welcome

comrnent on this point. From 1923's
"'111lfdcls the' whole .'Humber range, - .....

including the li1tle Bhp light car •
introduced in that year, right

through to the 3498cc Snipe of 1930,­

were all given this valve arrange­

mel'\t..F.ew oth�r makes come readily_
to mind who remained faithful to

this arrangement for so long, the

i.o.e. engines lasting until the 1933

season when, as Michael Sedgwick

remarks, Rootes influence went a

step further in retrogression and

reverted to the flat-head engines.

As for the 'infuriating' trans­

mission brake, to quote Sedgwick

again ..... this certainly was a

problematical device. The trouble

has its root in the fact that however

much Humbers may have overtly

denied such opinions, Col J A Cole,

head of the coneern in the 1920's,

regarded front.wht:el hrakes as

dangerous, That Col Cole did hold

. _ thi� _.QpiniQ.!1 ,e9m.�LJQ!:.hJ.iJously' .!.Il.._._. __
light in that history of Temple Press,

Hmll'j'rij' Stn'j't to Bm\'li"J.: Gn'/'ll
LIlf/(' (Hodder.\: Stoughton 1(40) hy

Arthur !\rmstrong. On p:lge J.1J of

that h(lok, Armstrong recounts how

a telegram from Col Cote requested

him to l'ome to Coventry immedi-

:Itely, :lI1d on :lrrival Armstrong was

told th:lt Humhers took :1 poor \'iew

of The Motor h:l\'ing hoosted four-

whl'cl hrakes, as Il'StS done hy the

Humher staff had shown thai the
systl'm was dall�l'wuS and serious

:ll'l'idl'nts Wl'n' forel'asl. Despite thl'

f:ll't thal Humhl'rs did. somewhat

I-:n\(l�in!-!I�', fil fwh, first :IS :111

optil1llal l'xlra on the 12' 25 and

1:-- -to nllll!l:ls, later stand:lrdised,

hUl 1101 III I Ill' l}' 20 range at alllintil

aftn 7th Fl'hruar\' Il}:!? the\'

o\wiousl\' still had - stnllll.: reSl'r-
\atiolls .;bout IIll'm. As an\' 'dri\'er of
a f'llll'-whl'cl-hrakl'd Humher of thl'
pl'riod kllOWS, the l'om\wnsation

hl'lwl'(,'n thl' fr'"1t hrah's and thl'

trallsmissioll hrah' lhl'in� lhl' [001-

.1(1()

----_._----------------- --------------_._------------------
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opl'r:tled p;lrl of lhc hrake 1;I\'oull

\\ 01:- :-Udl Ihal \Tr\' lillll' indl'ed (;f thc

hrakin� effort �'as on Ihe front
wheds. I I i:- l'crtain, in thl' li�hl of
dri\'l'r':- experielll'es laler. Ihal Ihe
Ir;lnsmi:-sion brak,' was mudl It'

hl;lI11e, nol onl\' for Ihe nl;llodorou ..
fires Ihat Midiael Sed�wil'k rel'alls
hul. more seriously. for Ihl' fH'qul'nt
break.up of back axles, particularl\'
in Ihe case of Ihe fwh.filted 9/2()s
and 9 '2Xs. Thai old transmission
hrake was a long lime a.dying and
did nol finally disappear until Ihe
demise of the 912H.

What else was enlerging fmm Ihal
prc.1914 pattern'! For onc thing it

was vcr\' clear that it was the 'middle

stream: models of the range that
wcre again the mainsta\' of the

prodhction. and not the illodels at
either the Icasl expensi\'c or the
costliest ends of the range. Cars of
around the 12 to 20hp bracket had

featured in Humber's lists for man\'
years prior to 1914, True, the Ten

was. if one excludes the cvdecar-ish
Humbereltc, the baby of the 1914
range. hut the ehangedconditions of

the post-war motoring scene soon

made' it ob\'ious that a smaller

quality light car would be well

rcceived. hcnce the Hhp for 192.1.

Production figures cm'ering the

1920.19.10 period sho'" that whereas
all the light Cars (H/18, 9120 and

11I2H) over the period 192.1.19.10

totalled h(NH. the six cylinder models

(20/55. 20165. 16/5() and Snipe)
l'(l\'ering the period from late I 426 to

!9.10 totalled H5IH. but the 'middle
stream' cars. the IO.H, the I lA. the

12,25. the 15.9 and 15/40 and the

14'40. from 192(h'21 to 192H129

totalled 14,024. more than twil'e Ihe

quanlily of light cars and nearly

twke that of the later sixes. This

mcrel\' confirms thl' .tendenc\',

bcnlllling dear in Humber\ prl',w:lr
progra mme,

All Humbers of the period were

heautifully made. the �reatcsl
allention was paid to detail. and in

thl' realms of comfortahle weathn

proll'ction for all.weather touring in

lhc open models thcy had no peer al

l'olllparahll' priccs and few. if any.

ril'als rl'gardkss of pril'l' considcr.

a t ion�. Thcl' Wnl' conSl'rva t i\'l' in

dl'�ign, l'l'r1ainl\', and not onll' in

thcir rl'�l'n'atil;ns' llIn fwh: 'lhl'\'
l'IlIn� to troll�h and spla�h luhri',
c;t1ion of the lower half of the l'nginl'

!llllgl'l' than most. It has bl'ell said ill

!'l'Vl'llt tillles that the \'inta�c

Illlmbn llIarkl't comprised I hose

whll lelt themselvcs to be ahol'e all

,\ustill hut could not a�pirc 10 a

SUllbcalll. From thi� it has hl'l'll
illkrrl'd Ihat Ihl' AlIstill II';IS ;111

- -- -------- ---_._._--- - ----
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..... ill .hi� 's'\('HCt.d luuu'r \("r\iun or the �.'.
t S.'I

nl'g;lll'd b\' tl1l' Sunhcam\ \Ijlk

ratios ill a' Ihn'l,,�pccd bIn. Ikt;lil
\lllrk l'lluld he l'l'iticiscd. llot 1l1ll,I' ill

thl' llIud! illft-rior 1I'l';lthn I'rlltl'l'tillll

as ;1I.:ainsl till' I� �o Humhl'l, but ill

'lIlld�'r' b"lllll't Ikt;lils tlHl,

1111\'1'''1 ,',II' .tlld till' SlIllbcam a

supnillr one. which. as a �clll'rali�.

atioll. dll"� nol hold water. Persollal

l'\l'ni"II"I' lIIn 1lI;lll�' \'l'ar� of thl'
11,.1 ill sldc,\alll' alld i,o,,', ["rms,

Ill,' I.� .\(1 alld thl' III 50 11III1111('rs ,

;111.1 ;d\l' III ;1 Iq�." I� �o SlIllbl';1111 I
1"'111111<'1" 111,' tllat till' SUllbl';lIll. Ill' I

;111,';'" ,11;11 11Illdl'!, is "\l'rratnl, Till' J'
1.1 .10 SUllbl'alll l'\'rL,illh' 1I;ld a

sliglll nlgl' llld thl' I� .10 (I 11 1111'l'I ill'

I ll'd"r1I1;IIIl'l'. but IlIlIkr j:i"";llld,

LI\.;" 1'''llIlIti''Il' 1111' \I;" 1;lrg,'I\'

_._------------�
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perJlllltations between side.vahes.

push. rods and overhead camshafts.

and a hewildering \'ariety of body

\Vcl1.huilt. \\l'Il.nigh inl!l'struc. stYles as standard. Only for a

tible IllllUgh thc wortll\" Austin n;mparatively short time'did they
Hl';I\�' Twchl' \\:a< it wa�n't real1y make four cylinder <:ars smaller than
;lil1lin� at the sanll' market as the 16hp. the silOrt-lived 12130 and the
'midd'le stream' Humbl'rs. and until rather longer lasting 14 and 14/40.
thl; . il'ttroductio'ri - ()( 'the Austin Sunbeam's 14/40s were on their way

Sixteen there w:is n00ther model in out wlll'n Humber introduced the(r
the Austin rangl' that was in any way 14/40 and perhaps the rivalry, if it

l'I':lIpctiti\'C with thl' back hone existed. was between the later six

models of the Humber range. Using cylinder Sunbeams of around 16hp

Bob Wyatt's figures published in and the Humber 16/50 six from 1929

OL!) MOTOR Vol 9 No 2 one finds onwards. Humher's 20/55 and 20/65
that the -total production - of the range were <:ars of a more staid

Hea\'\" Twehe from ib introduction image than Sunbeam's various

until'Il)40 was a staggering H4,?J6. Twenties. most of which had a
Taking -a fairer comparison with' -' sporting, - or at least semi.sporting

Humber figures by restril.ting the air. Prit'es. too. placed Humhers well

dates to thosl' betwel'n 1922 and ahove Austin Hea\'Y Tweh'es and

1l).lO, otic finds 116S for 1422 rising below the__ roughl): cQnlp;n:ahle
10 Inl'less than' 14,(X)()in 1927.' m --'Sunfle,iill models. The accompany.

other words. onl' good year's produc. ing table shows full l'omparisons in

tinn (\427) of Austin Heavy Tweh'es the ranges of the three makes as at

approximates 10 the IIIlal production May 1424. If. as a motorist of the
IIf 'middle stream' Humbers mer the tim� who aspired to nothing sport.
\'Cars 1l)20 '21.142X. Again. Austin ing, I had been in the enviable

H,'a\'\" Twelve figures for the three position of making a choice between
l'ons,:cutive n:ars 1925/6/7 l'omfor- the three makes, I am sure I would
tably l'xl'l:eds Humber's 111/111 h;I\'e l'onsidered the Bhp Humber a
production mcr tIll' years 1420/2\- better bet than the Austin Seven and
14.10. Ckarly thl'n. Austin ,IIHI I might well have fallen for the petite

Humbl'r Wl'rl' not rl'ally competitors gr;Il'l'fulness of thl' littk Humber H

in the same field.' sahllHl: for all the lack of fWh. That
Alas. I do not ha\'e at hand ,1.speed box, for example, would

comparabk Sunbl'am figurl's. but ha'" put me off Sunhl'am's 12lJO

thl'irrangl' in the \920.\9.10 pniod and 14. too, and l.'\'en the option of

was di,,'rse and compll'\. l'mhral'ing six pots 'lIld additional f1nihility on

fl'urs, sixl's and an eight. with SUllhe:lIll's 11\; SO would have been

An I.n.r. 11.4 2 -' ....... , 01 1924 nmpln Ihr

''''f)unlr) 180(""

"

....'\ �.�: .. '.�, .
.... '. -

, .

"'o'\..' ..

insufficient to overcome that model's

lack of a fourth spred.

[kspite its rrar wheel brakes and

trough and splash lubrication, the

I1 A Humber was a very sweet

running l'ar, its long-stroke engine

enabling it to slog away manfully. its

four speeds werr of well chosen ratios

and engaged very sweetly. Even the

earlier side-valve llA was not that

much of a sluggard. in open-bodied

form anyway, ane! by 1924 the choice

of standard body styles a\'ailable on

the i.o.e. 11.4 rangr was much wider

than that offered on Sunbeam's

fours, and to my way of thinking they

were bettrr found. to use iI nautical

. trrm,. Onc. could pay extm to. get

away from Humber mole for the

opeit cars or royal or Nile blue 'with
hlack wings and uppers' as the

catalogue put .iL.1f my choice

f :l\-OU red iI more formal bodywork.

tl1(.'n Humber's 15.<) landaulette was
perllilps not the happiest style on

that chassis, but onr could get it for

£<)15 as against £1235 for the first

landauletle option in the Sunbeam

range, on the 20160 chassis, and that

was a lot of 1924's mone\', Of course.

I l'lmld have hile! my la'ndaulette on
the Auslin Hl"a\'y Twelve chassis at
only £525, but the lofty four-squarl"
,appear;\Ilce of the Austin version sat

awkwanlly on Ihe 9ft 4ins wheelbase

as cl'mp;in:d with Humber's 10ft
3'<lins of the 15.9 and anYhow I

should ha\'e had to waii until
Octoher 1924 for the fwb on thl'

Austin. whl'reas a \\Tl'k or two mOH'

302
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11 Ill. TOM Inlt'.n>r,.nhaull rnKlnr "8.\ no"

nll.-d In Ihr wholr ranRr

of waiting would ha\'c givcn mc a

�imilar option on thc lq25 vcrsion of

lhe 1:-/40. I l'Ould havc had morc

spacc in an Austin Twenty (four

nlindcr) landaulette or limousine

a'nd sa\'cd myself £65 into the
h,lTgain. but the increase in horse­

power tax on the Austin would soon

ha\'e ofhet that and.rll warrant the

Austin was thirstier. too. Besides.

the Humber and the Sunbeam at

least kept some of their valves

upstairs and the Austin was a flat.

head.

Humbers always achieved a skil.

fully balanced harmony of linc in

their range. the proportions being so

well ordercd that even to a practised

cye it' is not always 'easy to ,. distin.

guish. sa\', a 12/25 from a 14/40 or a

14140 from a 15.9, apart from
details. To achieve this uniforml"

• balanced appearance on wheelbases
\'arying from 9ft I ins on the 12/25 to

10ft J'/lins on the 15,9 called for

perception. but it must be admitted

that when the 8/18 gave way to the
full four.seater 9120 the result was

not 0 quite so uniformly happy.

though strangely enough the �Uect

was rathcr better on the saloon

version, In its miniature fashion. the

8/18 in open and closed forms was a

wcll balanced design.

Humber introduced their 20/55

six in Julv 1926 and this formed the

upper crust of the range. The recipe
was much as before and whereas the

20155 could not match thc perfor.

mance of the 20/60 Sunbeam. its

superlative bodywork and the

superior weather protection afforded

by the wind-up sidescreens of the

tourer (a feature on all Humber

.- -tourers' 'other,.than' the Nines' from

1927 until it was dropped for the

e 19JO range) made it extremely good
\',due. One could. of course. raise

objections that its V-screen and

ariillerv wheels made it somewhat
-dl)\\:agei-irke"��1utn'conlpare'd' ;Tti-i ....;.. '"

the Sunbeams. and there was that

infuriating transmission brake (in

1926/27 anyway) and trough and

splash lubrication! By 1928 onc

could have the 20/55 with full

pressure luhrication and without the

Iransmission hrake; in fact. one had

Dewandre vacuum servo assistance,

and for good measure a single-plate

dutdl in lieu of the inverted l'one

and in addition to a wider range of

standard colours one could opt for

the fashionable fabric coachwork on

t he long wheelbase saloon or

limousine.

One is apt to think of the 14/40 as

;1 replacement for the last of the line

c1ncended from the pre.war Ten, thl'

old 12/2:-, as indeed it was, but one

must remember thal the 14/40 was

introduced afTI'r the 20/:-5 six and

was intt'lltionallv a four c�'lindlT

.. �.-

,,'

�'.

..... ,�... "

.,: • .1

t 926 15/40 tourrr

,

.,

.

A ralaloj(ut lholof ...hal purporlllo br a 1925

12'25 all,,,ulhrr, Ihr onh ,ra, In ,,'hkh Ihls

hod\ "u offrrw on Ihr 12125. In f.('I, I1 I. a
,alhr, badl, 'dOl'lnrrel' phnlo".aph of Ihr
t923 11.4 ....ion. Thr addrd htl"hl 10 Ihr

r.di.lo. ha. Ix'en hadl, fud".-d, ,-omplrlrl,

.poilinl: Iht oUlllnr. and a lu,'llon,opt.al.-d

,,'rrtn .. Ipe, hal 1>fton 'addw'

In the 14/40 Olll' had, perhaps, the

belle of the 'middle stream' range,

particularly if one waited until 192H

10 gain the advantages of full

IHl'SSUrl' Iuhrication, no trans­

mi�sion hrakl' and a single. plate

dutch. In m�' experience it was, in

1'121-\ form, a much more pleasant

car to dril'l' than the IIl/50 of a year

later.

For \924 I he uprating of the 20/55

lersion of the 20/55 rather than an

OITrblown 12125, Many mechanical

and chassis cOlllporll'nts IH'n' inter.

l'hangl'ahle between Ihe tll"O lllodl'ls,

---'--- -----------_._-------------_.- -------------
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This 12/25 nmr 10 Rr�r on 8qaar's Roosl In

1927

.J' Thr nrw 10Y: admirrn-&alhrr round a 1926­
9.'2010unr

Anolhrr 1925 l"alaloRur shol, Ihls limr or thr

12125 tourrr

to the 20/65. the arrival of the 16/50

six asa replacement for the 14/40

(thou�11 these were offered at lower

prices in that year) effectively shifted

thc 'middle stream' Humber image

somewlJat up-markct. At the same

timc, thc 9120 was given a consider-

ablc face lift to become the 9/28. but •
despite this the gap between upper

and lower Icvcls of thc range was

widening, and this. with other

considerations, paved the way for the

inevitable axe that fell on production
---of-t-/-l�iR �s- afte-r-t-hc-l-ll.10-seaso_r:l_._b_y _

which timc the 16/50 and the Snipe

had taken over as the entire output,

thc Pullman of" 1930 heing only a

long wheelbase vcrsion of thc Snipe

for more formal bodywork.

I do not think that even the most
ardent Humbcrphobe could honestly

sa\' that Humbers ever made an

lIbsolutely vulgar motor car in the
vintage years (that. or something

nellr it, might be levelled at some of

thc later efforts), and only very

seldom indeed did they pandcr to the

whims (lf fashion. Far more often, as

wc ha\'c seen, they wcre conservative

in the extreme. 'But fabric bodies
wcrc all the rage in the 1927-29

pcriod and in one of their rasher
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Pu,l,a.u,d "hrn In Ihr aulho,'s o"'nrrshlp,

this 1 928 14/40 Modrl B poW's oUhldr a
Ur,rfn,dshi,r ('ounl" houir

Thr 14 40 "lU Ihr ilUl ('hu,h I,pr I" u'f)
lhh J •• roupi' bod" In Ihh Inslan� a 1927
uamplr

moments they did produce fabric

saloQn options on all the 1928 range.

and in my opinion, and at the risk of

displeasing the owners of the few

survivors, it was an unhappy
venture.

Fashion. too. can onlv have been
the aim in the production of an
overhead camshaft \'ersion of the
well-established 2 JI. hp motorcycle.

But first let me explain that though
Sunbeams had started,' as had

Humbers, in the world ,of quality

bicycles (discounting Sunbeam's

japanning origins for' the ffioment),
and had then gtme to motor manu­

factijre and later still to motorcycles,

the changes that followed grand old

man Marston's death in 1918 had
resulted in Sunbeam's' cycle' and

motorcycle enterprises being

separated off from t6e car produc­
tion. Humber, on ',the other hand,

had been contin�t>usly in the cycle

business since 1868 and this had

gone on alongside the later, car and

motorcycle production. By the time

Humber motorcycles ceased produc­

tion after the 1930 season (there

being no one willing to take them on,

apparently) and the pedal cycles had

come under Raleigh's wing, Humber

had been making cycles, motorcycles

and cars together for longer than

most. Humber, in addition, had
taken over Commer commercials in

1926 and HilIman came under their

wing in 1928. An amusing comment

on this contiguous motorcycle and

car production is that on the 14/40

Humber a vibration damper was

fitted to try to prevent the engine
vibrations from communicating

• themselves to the occupants. This

device was none other than a motor­

l'yde steering damper and was

slamped 'motorcycle' in proof of it!

To revert to that ohc motorcycle: a

number of motorcycles were coming

on the market with ohc engines

around the time Humber introduced

theirs for the 1928 season. but since

Humber had long since forgotten any

:lspirations to TT laurels. and only

l'\1l11paratively few of the ohc versions

were produced. one can only put this

WJlture down to a wish. for once. to

he in the fashion! However. it was a

hl':lutifullittle machine. evep: bit of

it proudly showing true Humber
quality. and was a much happier

sail\' into the realms of current

fas'lion than the fabric bodies
episode of the same year.

Can one conveniently slot the

\'intage Humbers into a partnership.

A 1928 14/40 saloon
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Engine\Oepar.ment of the 1930 1 to I SO

:I' Mkhacl Scdgwick has done with

the: ro,t-\'intage�ones'! I do not think
one: e:an. Humbcr's vintage clientele

"ae not the equivalent of Su�­

be:am's. certainly not of Austin's.

Ncither can I think of any British. or

evcn American or Continental make

that was truly an equivalent. For one

thing. I feel that with the Armistice

of (q 18 accomplished, and faced
with the need to take a long hard

look at the prospects ahead, Humber

alone of the three makes we have

considered in detail had a firm and

dear vision of what their aims were

and they adhered to that for the

entire vintage period. Edgar N

Duffield of The Auto makes this

clear when he wrote in 1926: 'I

should guess that Humber Lld have

made fewer 'signal departures' in

their career than have any other firm

in the British automobile industry.

Particularly since the present

di rectora te took office, their policy

has been remarkable for its evidence

of a determination not to get their

lungs in a knot'. Apart from a few

desultory appearances by Sam

Wricht and other works riders- it;

mot�)rcvcle events in the 1920's, in
order to boost the 41/lhp flat twin or
the n� hp single. the firm resolutely

turned its back on competition.

Austin started' with a one-model

polil'y. the Twenty, and as is well­

known. nearly sank in the process.

the worth of the Twelve and the

appeal of the Seven pulling them

round. But they, too, were still

cnslaved to the competition world.

seeing in their miraculous Seven a

greater potential for success than

had cver been realised by the old
IqOH Grand Prix monstcr-s (which.
by thc way. whatc\'er thcir sub­
,equent registration numbcrs may

JOl>
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Bv Cl\lltrast. do not think

Sunbeam had any dear' vision of
\\"hat their post-war policy was to be.

Tied to the ramifications of the STD

combine. with Coatalen deeply

obsesscd with racing and eventually

spending more and more time out of

the country, with a range of models

co\'cring a multiplicity of types and

styles. they more or less muddled

the:ir way through the 1920's, only to

become an increasing liability when

the slump of the 1930's hit them, to

decline slowly until emasculated

under the Rootes banner.

As for Humber. let Edgar Duffield

he our guide. For all his distrust of

four-wheel brakes. Col Cole knew

wherc he was going, and further­
more Humber never followed will 0'

thc \\'isps .... straight eights.

miniature sixes and so on. as some

did. and right to the end they never

cheapened their l111'-1gC. Th.\i Clll1e

Flirting "ith fashion: one of the rare o\erhead

camshaft 2'.hp Humbt-r motorc)des

The last )ear of those cunning "ind-up

sidesereens: a 1929 16" SO 'dual purpose'

tourer

have been. \\:ere originally registered

as AB983 on 2nd May 1908 and

:\BIOIO. ABIOII and ABIOl2 on

26th Mav thai year. in Worcester­
shire), -

later! Sir Herbert Austin had his feet

too firmly on the ground to consider

Humber a real rival in the market

; places: he was much keener not to be

I diverted from his much more direct

I ri\'al. Morris: Coatalen had been a
Humber man himself years ago. but

as long as Sunbeam could be allowed

to build racing cars he probably

didn't mind. anyway. To revert to

H G Wells: Humbers were never

highly fashionable' arid certainly

Ilc\e:r abslllutely vulgar. The vintage

Humber was in a niche of Its own.
Hene:e. perhaps. the cult.



Riding a Cressida 'down I
carmakers' m'einory lane

..,:

Motoring
Peter Burden

•

�STEN your s.at b.lts. This
could be a rough ride; Why is

the Toyota Cressida the b.st
priced car in this country� keeping in
mind that if it hasn't a tin roof and.

four doors it is not -a motor car"? A
good qu.stion. How.long have the

Europeans ¥ot left out here? An.other

good qu.sllon. (I would say about

five years, but there is a fair case for
saying they are just about down the

tub.s now.)

I will modify the answ.r to that

last q'uestion. There will al�ays be
room for the odd Rolls-Royce and

Jaguar, a thin handful of M.rc.des,

maybe on. or two BMWs and a

Ferrari and a Porsche. Let's say a

dozen cars a year. This modification

is mad. in .th. light <lf th. fact that
today, y.s today, the first Rolls­

Royc. costing mar. than S500,OOO,

th. Mullin.r Park Ward Silver Spur

It, will be unveiled in this country.

Back to th. Toyota Cressida. I

have been driving the Grande model.

(It's pronounced "Granday" as

though th. final ..... has a French

acc.nt on it, but what the hell.) This

one i5$43,4oo compared. with the

normal Cr.ssida at 537,500,

W.lI, that's a bit of a pric. ris., but

you g.t I.ath.r trim (not really a

smart idea in this country), a sun

roof, ABS brak.s and a limited-slip
differ.ntial. You also g.t v.ry nic.

Japan.s. horn. building. Not a bad

car. Let's modify that on. as w.lI.

Just th. b.st car your dollars will

buy. And I might as w.lI throw this

in, a remarkable car at a not
unreasonable, price.

(If it w.r. m., I would buy the

lower priced standard Cressida and

sp.nd th. balance of the mon.y on

one last mng for half-a-dozen or so,

including chill.d Krug at S 135 a

bOlll•. Spl.ndid thought.)

And now for th. rough rid., the
tight.ned seat b.lts and what w.nt

wrong. I will stan by saying that

motor cars are absolutely fascinat­

ing, the only true m'itror in which

mankind can view its follies. Motor

cars would be enormously valuable

even if they were incapable of

propelling themselves from one
place to anoth.r. Look, and see

yours.lf truthfully.

L.Cs wind the clock back. It was

once thought, and I am now talking

about the .arly 19OOs, that sine.

•

•

motor cars were desperately expen­

sive things only those with a lot of
money c;ould afford them. A nice

logical thought that plays forwards
and backwards with the smoothness
of a Newtonian equation. Enter the
.Id.r Henry Ford.

Ford ,went along with the money

logic thing, but saw immediately this

'limited the market. At any given

moment,. there are only a handful of

people with lots of cash. Cenainly

,'. there'. are never enough to sustain

mass production of anything you

care to name. Yet Ford beJieved ifhe

could make huge numb.rs of ch.ap
motor cars the market would open

up. The first one in, and Ford

intended this to be himself, would

reap unparalleled riches. Needless to

say, Ford's fenow directors were

appall.d: N••dl.ss to say again,

Ford went his own way and changed

the face of this century.

What hapPened? Th. cheap Fords
dr,Q.V� out the expensive cars. Not

compl.tely, and not all at first, but

the mass market was for cheaper cars

and the more expensive specialised

ones lost ,round, fell by the wayside,

or just dIsappeared.

Who remembers, Auburn, Cord,

Duesenberg, Packard, Pierce-Arrow
or Stutz? You remember them when

there is a well-publicised auction and

an outstanding example makes sev­

eral million dollars. But the history

of expensive motor cars is a

catalogu. of larg.ly forgoll.n mak.s.

Mass production was the first

arrow reality fired into thCj making of

motor cars. The next arrow, and a

particularly wounding one, was' the

Impact of t.chnolpgy. Up to about

1930 (this isn't compl.tely accurate,

but it is near enough) all motor cars

w.r. larg.ly hand craft.d. Th.
panels were pressed, they were

erected on a frame, and the lot was'

attached to a chassis. There were

short cuts, and Ford had certainly
found th.m. But what if ... what if

w. could do away"with the chassis

and frame compl.tely? What if we

could make the all-st.el car?

This is pr.cis.ly what happ.n.d,

But th. d.v.lopm.nt of Ihis technol­

ogy was a body blow to the f.w

surviving specialist car makers. For

on., .s.tting up for all-st••1 produc­

tion was a fearfully expensive pro.

cess. For another, it was really only

suitable if you were making motor

cars in millions or if you were

pr.par.d to make vinually th. same

car for a decade or long.r.

The lesson was not really learnt in

Europe which stumbled on until the

stan of World War JI in 1939 having

gained nothing or forgotten nothing.

(To be fair, Citroen in France went

th. all-ste.1 way but w.nt brok•.)

Time rolls on, as they say. Putting

the manufacturing sector of the

Western world back together after
World War 11 was a considerable
and ingenious feat, but there is a

lingering doubt today about wh.th.r i

we did ever get it right.

Motor cars. We are lalking motor
cars. I don't want to stir up a hornet's

n.st, but late in tb. 1970s Daiml.r­

Benz.in Germany seemed to have I

things mar. right than most. W. in '1
the.,West bad discovered automation

on the production line, but Daimler.

Benz had also discov.r.d il could

run one set of panels down its

production line to make onc type of

motor car, swing it out into a holding

bay, then run 'another set of panels

down the same line and make an

entirely different' motor car. Jt was
doing this at a rl\te approaching

500,000 cars a year. Doing it \Yel1. J-

P.opl. cam. from all around the

world to gape at the wond.rs of

Singelfinden, not the least of them

Japanese ,engineers. Dare] say it?

Daimler-Benz could make several

models on a particular line, but what

if ... but what if computer control

was pushed further so more models
could be mad., and what if this

control was pushed even further to

eliminate inventory stocks. to bring

about "just in time" assembly?

I will hand the prize 10 Toyota, but

certainly Nissan was in there as well.

Tcyota discovered it could make as

many as half-a-dozen different cars

at once, aSSllre 100 per cent quality

control, and at the same timesJash its

operating costs. It took making

motor cars from being a c1ev��en
a "smart" industry, into a hiPNech­

nology industry of previ\llJsly

unthougbt of proportions. ����

This is a nutshell presentation- and
I have had to skim over a fewlllifnts.
But read it and weep. And as far as

we in the West are concerned, the

penny took an awfully long time to

drop. Som. don't believe it has.

I will .nd things with possibly an .

apocryphal story about a US manu­

facturer which wanted a large num­

ber of small units machined with a

d.fect rat. of three in 10,000. Only a

Japanese company would take on

the job. It s.nt th. US company the •

order with the note, "Please find.',

your 10,000 units. We don't under­

stand why you want three defective

units, but have sent three unma­

chined ones in a separate package."

Back to the Cressida. This is a very

conservative looking car that goes

about its job with wond.rful aplomb_

Just the thing for those of us who are

tired of nash and of b.ing milk.d of

our hard-won dollars by ridiculous

prices. I don'. know how it can be

sold in this country at a price that is

vinually th. same as that of some

locally made cars with half as much

in them. If that doesn't scare people,

I don't know what will.

Financial 1I(',.i('", W('(IIl('sday, 'Iowmh('r 1.1, 1!I!10
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PRAYER OF A POOR PEDESTRIAN

o GOD, WHO filled all heaven with stan
And then all earth with motor cars,
Make room within thy cosmic plan

For me, a poor pedestrian.

Spread Thou before me, I entreat,

A threadlike pathway for my feet;

And do Thou watch me lest I stray

From this, Thy strait and narrow way.

,

Give me an ear alert, acute,

For each swift car's peremptory hoot:

Teach me to judge its headlong pace

And dodge it with a nimble grace.

When drivers' looks and words are black,

Restrain me, Lord, from answering back:

o bless me with a nature meek

To bear with smiles each nan:ow squeak.

And if one day Thy watchful eYe
Should be withdrawn, and I should die,
One boon I crave, upon my knees:

Exonerate the driver, please.

•

VW'Beetle'

.Mexico's buzz ";
EKE the bardy Insects Ibat

are predicted to survive a

nuclear war, the Volks­

wagen "Beetle" may

never die. I :
Loved and tben lost by car own.

ers from Heldelberg to Houston,

tbe venerable VW bug 1I0urtsbes

again, tbls time In tbe teeming

city streets and remote rural blgh.

ways 01 Mexico.

Tbtrteen years aller tbe last

.new Beetle rolled offtbe sales lot

In the United States, tbe design

bas become an essential. ublqul.

tous element 01 Mexican lIIe,

claiming one-111th of all new vebl.

cles sold In tbe country tbls year.

Pollsbed to a lare-tbee-well as

an executive car, Iltted with red

tights and siren as a potlce cruls.

er,topped wltb luggage racks as a

lamlly model, or stripped 01 Its

right Iront seat as a taxi, tbe bug

swarms over Mexican roads with

the same bumble Implacability

tbat brought It worldwide lame i

and allectlon lor two generations. .

It Is tbe Indestructible lamily

rellc tbat virtually every Mexican

teenager Ilrst learns to drtve, the

Inescapable lavortte 01 Mexican

stUdents and single workers, tbe

Inexpensive IIrst car lor new and

poor Mexican lamllles.

lS�,

••

By MARK A. UHLlG,

Mexico City .
- - �

Part 01 the Beetle's success

bere Is that It Is made locally at a

gtant, German-owned VolksWagen

, lactory In Cuautlanclngo, about 75

mlles south-easl 01 Mexico City.

The plant, the only one In tbe

world that stili produces the de­
sign, Is tbe largest automotive lac.

tory In the country and bas made

VolksWagen parts so abundant

bere thattbey can even be lound

In grocery stores.

But Mexico's love allalr wtlb

the Beetle, or Bocblto, as It Is nick.

named bere, received Its olllclal

ratlllcatlon last year, wben tbe

Mexican Government InVIted car

manulacturers to compete lor tbe

rtgbt to produce Inexpensive cars

under a special program to pro­

vide allordable transportation lor

Mexlco's poor and middle classes.

The Government ollered the

winning manulacturer 01 the Auto

Popular. or People'S car, as the .

program was called, special tax

brealls lor commitments to pro­

duce the car at Ilxed low prtces.. i
Tbe winner was tbe Volks-..

wagen, Wblcb was Ilrst designed;':

In 1934, as Just sucb a car lor tbe )
masses, and wbose name, by pro-.!

pltlous coincidence, means "pe... ,I
pie'S car". i'".

•
A. 101. L.

The new Government dl!slgn&=J
. tlon, wblcb With tax breaks anll: I

tbe manulacturer's commitments"

cuttbe Beetle's price tag by neBt;::
ly 25 per cent, bas since caused111
nationwide run on Mexico's 232

Volkwagen dealersblps, wbIC/l:'
bave an average waiting list GI.

tbree to four months.lor new bUgs;j'
Tbe Volkswagen lactory .bere;

wblcb formerly employed 14,0011,

people, bas blred more tban 6000

new workers, added a third sblU.J
and Invested millions 01 dollars to I
more tban triple Its Beetle pro'
ductlon Irom about 120 a day to a '
current pace 01 450 a clay..:
"The demand bas been Incredl.

ble," said Fernando Mendez. a'
spokesman lor the lactory. �We

bave always been the lowest.

prtced car, but this has made It

possible for almost everyone to

llne up and bUy one:'
As part 01 Its contract wltb the

Government, VolksWagen agreed I
to limit any Increases In tbe Bee- I
tie's price to conlorm to Incre�
In Mexico's olllcl8l minimum ,

wage, a bargain tbat bas lell tbe '
car's current prtce at $5300.,;

The model Is basically the same

unpretentious design to wblcb

Americans bade larewell wben

safely and environmental rega1A.-.

tlons, wltb cbanglng marketlllll"
strategies, took the Beetle Irom:;

US sbowrooms In 1971. -
Tbe Mexican model bas 16....

trademark lIat wlndsbleld, and'7l:"'

1600<c engine with manualtrans­

mission.

VolksWagen experts continue to

reline and Improve details 01 tbe
design, and recently cbanged to

an electronic Ignition system. The
1991 Beetle will have a catalytic

converter to meet new Mexican
emission standards.

- Now yOft< Time.
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