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March 23rd

June 22nd

September 28th

January 25th

GENERAL MEETING DATES I984l85

April2Tth

Iuly 27Ih

October 26th

February 22nd (Annual General Meeting)

May 25th

August 24th

November 23rd

\/

The Club meets on the Fourth Friday of the month (except December) at 8.00 p.ffi., in the
Deepdene Park Hall, Whitehorse Road, Deepdene.

SOME OF OUR CLUB CARS

2. Keith Willimott's Series II Howk Estate Cor.

4. Ross Bromley's Series III Eslate Car from Launceslon, Tasmania.

l. Nancy Bott's Series IV Super Snipe - outrighl Concours winner 1982'

IV Super Snipe.3. Nancy Kennedy's Mark

I
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I ffiE HTAAERETTE JANUART 1985.

PTSIDETTIS npOnr

0n Swrday 25th Novenber our club was lnvited to a Rover Car Club outing to
Kyneton and surrounding areas. First stop was Trenthan Fal1s and then onto
Iscriston Reservoir rhere we stopped for lunch and a good get together. Although
nunbers uere snal1 oring to the tine of the year and other comitments it Has a
very good outing and it vas pleasing to see so ntany of our Bendigo members in
attendance.

&rr Annual Dinner and Presentation night at rT,a Bretagnefr Restaurant in Kew was a
very ciljoyable evening. Presentations nere nade to Concours and Club winners.
Club nenber of the year vas Mr Ron Forth and it certainly was a good night for
Ron and Elenor as they also non lst and 2nd prize in the Xnas raffle. The 3rd
prize sent to Denise Judd and the door prize was won by Peter Kennedy. Other
vinners during the night were Mrs Maugher, Mrs June Short and Tom McAlpine.

As there was no Decenber meeting ve are Looking forward to seeing you all on
Friday 25th January for our first meeting for 1985.

I hope that everyone has had a healthy and enjoyable Christnas and you have a
proaperous Nev Year.

Bill- Holmes.

Happy l{ev Year everyone !

As ve comrcnce club activities for 1985 it is well to spend a few moments looking
at the pluses and ninuses of 1984.

On the social side I think we achieved a lot; nany successful outings were he1d,
there is a strong development towards practl.cal relationships wiuh other cLubs
and re have a gr€at band of lady nembers who have willingly assisted with
raffles, suppers, club regalia and the likes. This augers weLL for election of a
eocial- comm'ittee at the Annual- Meeting next month.

Cars continue to be naintained at a high 1evel and our recent concours saw
possibly the best ever line up of Hunber Cars in Victoria. Members cars cover an
ever increasing range of nodels r*hile the prestigious standing of Hunbers name is
well served'by cars like those of Des Judd, Bob Kennedy, Bill Holmes and Nancy
Butt to name but a few.

Another plus for the year has been the consolidation of the Tasnanian Club and
the emergence of a small, but very active, Bendigo group.

tlhat has been achieved on the technical side of operations? Events like the
various svap meetings and our May Technical Day provided advise and assistance to
sone. Do you need spare parts, infornation, help with that repair job? Maybe
our Technical 0fficers, Ton McAl-pine and Peter Davenport, or Lhe Librarian Paul
Carter can colne up rith what you seek.

Bob Ken*edy is the corner stone round which activities revolve. Bob is a wealth
of lnfornation on most nakes of Hunber and can be contacted at 24 Brentwood
Crescent, Frankston, phone 789 5119.
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Do you have surplus spare parts you r*ould like to sell to menbers or just give
auay? Can you help other menbers nith their repairs or restoration? Have you
found a good source of parts supply, or an easy uay to do a job? ltlould you like
a particular cl-ub outing arranged? Hunberette Editor, Barry Bosnich uould
relcone any infornation like this for inclusion in the club magazine. Look out
this nonth for the article from N.S.W. on screen rubbers - they have been a hard
to coneby comodity in the past.

The re-designed Concours Judging Form and Classification sheet is included with
thls Hunberette. It sil1 be discussed at the next few neetings and your comments
or suggestions for inprovement are welcomed. Note that the sheet includes a
duplicate tear off slip on the right hand margin which rrill be retained for club
records. Provision is also made for the adjustment of iterns Judged according to
the particul-ar rnodeL vehicle.

This week f received verification from the Road Traffic Authority of the Clubs
appointnent as an authorized rtRed Plate Permitrr c1ub. This means that rre are now
able to conduct events events at which ttRed Pl-aterr registered vehicles may
participate. Please contact the secretary or Registrar if you have any queries
on this scheme.

Late 1985 sees our 10th Club Birthday so letrs try to make this a nemorable year.
Think about taking a sma1l role on Committee, offer us your suggestions and
coments (constructive please) and join in at least some of the activities during
the year. After all this is YOIIR club, s€t up for YOUR benefit.

I look forrrard to seeing you soon.
Margaret.

***t**************:r********t*:r******:t********************************************

MIMNES OF GENERAL MEETING OF H.C.C.V. HELD ON 23111/84 AT DEEPDENE.

The President opened the neeting at 8.40 pm and welcomed the 27 members and
visitors present including Reece Jones (Series V Estate).

I
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APOLOGIES:

MINTIIES:
correct.

Joan Holmes Gordon Price
Syd Hunphries Harold & Adelaide Underwood

Minutes of last general neeting were read and accepted as
Moved Vic Wilson, seconded David Dunlo.p.

CORRESPOI{DENCE: In: Minister for transport Re: National Aviation Museum. B. Fox:
Hunber Literature, K. Mauger: Raffle donation. M. James: Change of address.
lrlolseley C.C.: Request for concours judges. Ministry for the Arts: re: Aviation
lfuseun.

Out: Austral-ia Day Comrnittee: re: Pageant. Sunbeam/Talbot Club:
Thankyou for Rootes Day. B. Roper (Broken Hill): Club regalia. Lega Pty. Ltd.:
badge order (1ape1). R. Peprell: Thank you to Concours judges. Bob Thwaites:
Presentation Dinner invite. Frankston Historical Society: re: Ballan Park.

I{EIfSLETTERS: H.C.C.A., H.C.C. of S.A., Rover, C.H.A.C.A., Wolseley,
Daitnl er/lanchester

SOCIAL: The President comnented on the most enjoyable day spent at
Seville on the occasion of the Rootes get together. It was suggested that the
Hunber Car Club might hold a similar function during 1985.

Bob Kennedy reported on his attendance at the Bendigo Sr*ap Hegt and passed on
greetlngs fron Darnin menber Jin Yates who was in the State to check on
restoration of his MK II Snipe. Bob also presented for inspection photos of the
club concours lihich appeared in the Frankston Standard.

2.
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LIBRARIAH|S REPORT: Paul expressed his satisfaction at the prompt return of
books on loan.

GB{ERAL BUSIXESS: 1. For Sales from the fl-oor:
Bob Kennedy - Series V rrith R.W.C. and 2nd car for spares. (Belonged to Peter
Haines) $1,400.
Barry Boenich - r35 Snipe 80 $3,500

De r.a Rue tyreJ ig"l"*rffil$t-(e%";'ig)"1tff;.00 ea
at $45 ea.
David Dunlop - rork shop nanuals for Series I-V Snipes
Lloyd Hughes - car posters which could be purchased as
project. Lanination of our posters is also available.
Vic Wilson - Furflex to suit Series IV Snipe from Bill
$4.So/netre. Does not fit Series II.

(6 ply), 640 x 15 (4 ply)

from Motor Book Shop.
a club fund raising

Thompson Autos at

a

a

!

2. Secretary requested volunteers for judging at the Wolseley
Concours on Decenber 9th.

3. Revised judging forms for the Concours were inspected and
co$ments raised. These forns will be published in the next newletter.

4. The Secretary rerninded nembers that the box of old inter
club exchange &rgazines was available for anyone wanting them.

5. Norn Watt suggested that nembers wishing to have their cars
original black and white number plates returned if available should take up the
Eatter wlth their M.P. or the Minister for Transport.

6. Rob Dunlop suggested that the re-issue of original number
plates for restored cars is a matter the Club AOMC delegates could pursue.

There beiag ao further business the President wished all- menbers a Happy
Christmas and closed the neeting at 9.35 pn. Supper concLuded the evening.

ffi***dd}****:t***:r********:F**#*******#*******'4B***************

H.C.C. of Tas.

Te1l 1984 has been and gone, it was the starting of the Humber Car Club of
Tasaania. Our first neeting which was a great success was held at Ross, it was
so nice to see all those Hunbers lined up. Frorn then on the Club has grown into
a list of 2O nembers which is very pleasing for a newly formed club.

Lets hope we can pick up sone nore nembers in 1985, I an still receiving phone
cal1s from Hunber owners enquiring about nenbership and club details.

Just a recap of the years events.
As mentioned January t8/r, Ross, start of H.C.C. Tas.
Easter Monday - Rutherglen (which was another very good turn
cars, not a rery successful day weather wise)
June long neekend - Run to Devonport and our last one for the

up of members and

year was our B.B.Q.
at the Vineyrs property.

Te vould like to thank Mr & Mrs Viney for the most enjoyable afternoon and use of
the area of the BBQ. Al-so at the BBQ at the Vineyts we welcomed our new menbers
l{ike and Jane Atkins. l{e had a good turn up and everyone who was there had a
good tine, re found plenty to talk about. All the qhildren had a very enjoyable
tine alm, they spent the afternoon exploring the bush and surrounding areas.
Apologies received'from: ldax Heazlevood, Brian Lee, David Yaxley, BilL Pearce and
John Dean. '
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Otrr next outing is a trip to Hobart for Lhe long weekend in January r85, 26th,
27th & 28th. For the meubers from up north who are going to attend we can meet
at the Hobil North Esk Service Station just over the Charles Street bridge on
Saturday morning between 1G-10.30am.

t*e will depart Launceston at 11 an and have a lunch break at a place to be
decidgd before we leave. I'laybe we can have a counter lunch somewhere? Estimated
tine 6f arrival in Hobart should be between 2 & 3 pm. Could all- mernbers from
Hobart area nho are able to attend be at the park area on the northern side of
Elvick on the Brooker Highway and foreshore of the bay between 2 & 3 pn on the
Saturday so ye can sort our where to go on Sunday for the day. Meeting tine for
Sunday. can be rrorked out on Saturday afternoon.

Anyone vho attended the day out with the Restorers Car Club of Tas, I hope you
had a very interesting and enjoyable day at Ross. I was talking to Ken l,Iatts and
explained I night not be able to nake it, ny apologies to everyone, maybe we can
have another day out l{ith them in the future. It would be nice if someone could
put smething down on paper about the day and send it to ne for the next
nevsletter.

Nappy Nev Year to everyone and I hope 1985 is as inLeresting and enjoyable club
rise as 1984 and I would like to thank all our club members from Tasmania for
naking our outings and neetings a great success.

Also ne would like to thank nembers from other Humber car clubs throughout
Australia for sending us Literature and ner*sletters throughout the year., It has
provided us with very interesting reading on all aspects

(eep those Hunbers rolling in r85.

Ross Bronley. 
,,

****'lo}**#********rl.*#****************************************#***************

=ENZED-
2,4 ilOUn

TOTT1E STRUIGE
FLL.lItrI GCI]VNECTCIFIS

24O HOBART RD., I-AInICESTON ALL TYPES OF HOSS &
THREADS AUAILA&-E

For aLl power steering and hydraulic fittings. Free labour to Humber Car Club
nembers. A1L you pay for is hose and fitLings where needed.

#**+***:****************#*******************************************************

FOR SAIE:

L967 H/Hawk. 500 only made imported fron Coventry, 2 owners, manual trans, engine
OK approx 120,000 niles, some rust reg 7/85. $800.00. N. Cooper, 215 Mason
Street, Nth Altona. Ph: 391 8791.

1935 Snipe 80. Good tyres and body, uph. fair, mechanics good, may have sticking
valve, no reg. $3500.00. Mr Fraay Ph: 728 L9O9 Montrose.

Alloy Heed, 1600cc Engine, Hunber Vogue reconditioned. $300. Murray Roberts
Ph: 87O 8512.

4-

PH: (OO3) 44 9611
A.H: (OOg) 27 3366



1957 Hunber llawk, Series 1. Manual Estate car extensively over hauled, in V.G.
running order. A.C.T. registered to August t85. Some spares. Mr W.P. Ril-ey,
C,anbena Ph: (A.H.) A62 95 1806.

**:F************************************************************************:*'r****

A CEffiIRY OF I{XU) }(lffiIISG Taken from Royalauto.
On behalf of Britain and all other car manufacturing nations, Silverstone Circuit
is to stage the worldts biggest ever motoring event.

To comemorate the centenary of the motor vehicle, this motoring extravaganza
rilL be held over the three days of the 1985 Spring Bank Holiday (May 25,26,27),
and comprises a staggering 80m-10,000 exhibits drawn from every corner of the
g1obe.

Invitations have been extended to all the worldts car-producing countries. Each
ni11 be allocated sites round the perineter of the track and encouraged to create
displays that will portray the history of their motor vehicLe and allied
industries in a graphic and dramatic way.

The inner area of the circuit will feature thene displ.ays encompassing every
period and type of notoring fron veteran motorcycles to custom cars and hisLoric
conrmercial vehicl-es to racing cars.

ftlotor lffitt as the festival is naned, itill be more than just the greatest static
shov of notoring ever assenbled. Throughout the duration of the event
Sil-verstonets world fanous rack rriLl be uLiLised by vehicles ranging from
historic racing cars to early 1-and speed record vehicLes. There will never be a
show quite like it again.

A car enthusiastsf tour has been arranged to take in the Motor 100 event, and
detaiLs of the cost and itinerary are available from Lhe RACV Travel Department,
or any branch office.

*****lF**:|oF****l$*************#**:lc**********************************************'t*

nnH.ffi stxsPlcl(Il Taken frorn Royalauto;

I have noticed during discussions with various notorists that there is stil1 a
fair degree of suspi-ion that tubeless tyres cannot be totall-y trusted.

These doubts are simply not justified, as a tyre with a tube in it is more likely
to trblow outrf when punctured than a tubless tyre.

Irlhen a tyre with a tube in it is punctured the air coming frorn the hol-e in the
casing and also past the valve stem causes the tyre to deflate quickly. This can
cause a problen if the ttblow outff happens when the car is travelling at speed.

While not completely self-seal-ing, the inner liner of the tubless tyre will
prevent a rapid loss of air in nost puncture situations. When retreads are
fitted, notorists should ensure a tube is used, because the retreading process
can reduce the air-retaining qualities of the original casing. In this case, the
tube is safer and good insurance against a slow air leak in the retread.

********{s:***}F**********************************{!**ncf**:**************}3***}t********
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THE HUMBER REGISTER

1896 l%2

3rd }ecember 1984
Hon. Historian: J. C. Tarring, 69 Kingsway, Woking, Surrey

Wokins ((X862) 72515

Dear Barry Sosnieh,

Peter Noonan sent nae a eopy of your l_etter tohln dated July and asked.me to reply to you as he had not got any
early Humber lnfornatlon wlth which to repIy.

I am qui{e certaln that the Motor Jar:ntlng Car
was not a Eunber productlon as I have never seen any evldence of
a Humber nade vehtcle anything like your illi.stration, I feel that
the vehlclerLllustrated ls, as you suggeeted, s Dalmler whlch,

. eoncern was all part of lawsons Great Horseless Carrlage Co. I
auspeet thst your curioslty was aroused. by a pieee of bad
leyout by whoever produced the advertls€ment for the Australlan
Cyele and Motor Co !td, who presumably were agents for both.
Eumbers and Dain-1€r6o You may be lnterested in the enclosed
photoetat;of a very slmilar vehlcle rvhj.ch was operated by an
carly motor trader in Evesbam, although this extract does not
speclflcally idlenttfy the lllustration as belng a Dain'l er Mr
New is known to have had two Daimler wagonettes-

I have a copy of the same photograph of the
BarnwelL Brothers 31p1ane, aj.ne cpme from Britlsh Alrcraft
1809-1914 by Peter lewis iublished by Rrtnam Ln 1962, the englne
mrrst bave come from one of the 19OB Huraber cars as Janes glves
the bore and stroke of the 3armrvell- Hu-'nber fT en6line as ].OO x
15oun or 4" x 6rr and 19OB ls the only year ln whlch Hunber used
engtnes baving these dlmensions. You mentloned that thls remark-
-abIe maehlne ras a sueeess but Peter lewls says that the plane
wac da'naged fo11or,'i-ng..o heavy landing after an 8O yard flj.€&t
on loth September 1910.

I have no particular coroment to make on the
artlcle ou lfirnber-motorcycles which seems to cover this
compllcated story as well as could be expected 1n two pages, I
Would mentlon that one of perhaps eal-y two surrnlving water.
aooled flat twlas has recently been boughtlby one' of our members
A1ex Sclley of Westerzr Australla, from New Zealand,

I hope that all thls rryll,I be of some lnttrest
to yor.. If you should have any other Hu.mber querles f am alwaye
pLeaeecl to be of beJ-p where I carl.

Yours sincerely,

(\$- c{*=



L

The AUSTRALIAN CYCLE and ftlOTOR CO. L

Motor Jaunting €ar.
To Seai Slx Persons. .iot'c<!, J to l7 nrile< ;'-:r I

Sole Agents

The Australian Cycle and tVlotor Co. Ltd
ELTZABIEIII' ST. E. w. Ruoo, rtlanagit

**.*+}*.****+***l'.*****.*+****r*.F*'r**.tr**rf *+*.**t*t.****+*.****.**.r.r.**lt*****

This origirnl advertisement, contributed by Norm Vatt features a Humber
Car of around lSgg Vintage. Further research indicated no evidence of
the Hurnber Co (Vho were controlled by H. J. Lawson at that time)
making vehicles of this size and type. Enquiries were made to Peter
Noonan in Ne*, Zealand who in turn contacted the Humber Register
Historian in England for additional information.
*.H.1***'**l+**.*l'*#.*t***+*t.r**i**+.r+.***.r**.*t:****.r*.*****************-.v,.
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Ou of thcfrst Humbm, I8!)9; a ooiturclle powcrcd
by a 2l hp Dc DioaJro*nwrnhd cnginc, it had

ftnt-wluct drioc and rear-whecl skcring!

flUilBEIt&Co.
tJrlr4.

AEESTCIN,

Wolvcthrmptea

€orcntry.

q.irsv

llakcn ol thc

FANOU5

s€Es'f0N-

HUrll8Eg
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Iiv:lnb2r VqruCs Hillmaa odght eafl clcarly W *et ftr a ddc *u ol the cor, bttt U.4
trant{'l talmert b entjrely atlt?/c'rtl-

.,..,J,rir's

fille ncu babg frnsber, \a |.(8-lltre

rrzllr,t t* *a f,;eotlc Grotlfc o;ppeolt

J,e ahr tr*rr1 tmldll Glt ,frolr:tr.lcL

lT b m mrEsc ftrt tb ffi ba,bf Eunbcr ltrsr rEt'ld lttrb nbllrlty. Glrbeny lntcndcd to
b rr@blcd !r lldbourna ln nodcst guentltles, lt
ror&pb tr loltr.dlltr blt tbt Rmter ded€rl
arrdlr[lld tU tlcl d opiy.

lbc f.Art b vcldag b!I{ 6 tb!,r poblmr now
tt brr tbb b r crr t& publlc amerar0y rsat!"
8o'lct ur lcrt r l6t tl tbc srlleet Eunber.

_!ficctlatcrl}y, & b hlal e tbc Sertcr Tro Superllla. ft Der thcrmc bodt FDeb. oraemeated witlrffi beedlrupt b tho fioaf raa d spectal erlue.Itt eld DIDG !r tbc Eumber l.S-Utre- VoeilJsad.
rt Drtteb Alltlrur tt tb. ooD couDtry shirc tt ts
blqs sld
_ tt: prlca b tstrtrblt lsf tc rhat ls tnrly alururt cat - I1l8S wlth sbndard transotsslon ind
flllt9 rbgr ltted sltb t&c Borg Wgnrer-35 trans-
mllllm"
- AFsrt fllo the phfdcel oomlsrt ol thc serung,

lbc ctfindlng feetura ol tbc Vogrre ls the etoelleni
-bolcc ol rccegoqt eqtdDmeaL Tbeee taclude twtntltar* heDB, trs spccd rlpcrq tpo rpoed fan andr nr[y c|tecllelt! hcltlri& dtrntsttDg rid ventilBttonr'd!e" ttG buckct gir ere crccthnt, end ofler
lba &l€ rad pasrtngrc r wfy mtortable rlde. .

ma frodt ere crgatcd rnd tlrc desb end doorsF! o[ srluut, rrGEG?r, rhlch idd to tbc tttncfivenoes
of tb lnterhr. Tbrnlr to tJrc cooiourcd shapes o!thl flout buaket a$ tDo rar Da$engen hgve a.ncatn tro hcber lDcG rm cohpercC rlth thegtDcr Ulsr'r.

Tda tr, d cilrl. rn cnlbdrst.|r crr rnd lt tr crfe
ts Fct[ct tbil, DrDt o;!ar ;tr! h fitdng twtn car-hnltlcr rad ot&cr tlds to crtrl porcr. -Not, how-
coctr tlat &b ts B tsrdt crr ln cl"qderd trlm.
.-!rflr!gn lpecd b BnCr ln top ard 68 mph tn
aDtd- Tlrc brndltlg ls vcrl rrc iud the dlec-lroot
Dtef€ dva gooA sbgplns llth qulle reasonable
nadef pcrsure.

Fc tound thG Eumb€r Sulctcr t&rn ttre Super
l9p+ Thk. 1rtruuhty, ts due to tbc sorndprcoling
bllntet under tlrc bdmet. Mechantcatty [,hc gwb
cans sre altrrGt tderrtlcal bgt tho Vogue's geerbox
modmcltlont {ule&n Arst geer.

Fuel eonony ls reasoneble, but not outstandlng.
Ortrreas testr sbov thst Bt 8 stesdy 30 mph ttre Vogue
glvcs rl05 mpg. Noturl tourlng luel consump$on
r6L! out tt fl)mpg averagc dr{vlng; rs nucb as 33
EpC lt youlr let$rrely ln yorr bsbtts; or 26 Epg
rben drtvea hrrd.

lbp gpor trcdbtlltt tr laa I nrde a polaC ol
&c€teratlrg brrd lrom Dmpb ln toD rDd tDc turr
cylhdcr earlne got dmn to ttrc Job f,ltbout I Dro-
t*t. ft dd!'t ereD glvc e htot ot lts blgh c@pression
raUo.

Instnrsrtntstjon lr compre,benslve. Tlrere ls a strip
rpeedorrcter rltb e plain rcd recorder tnstead of
fite overdore color sclreacr somedlnes employed.
Tlre Tater tempenture gauge, tuel bdlcator, sm-
meter and oll prcssur€ gauge &re well placed. There
src slso sDdng cootrols lor the hea0erdemlct€r snd
a bea<llrmp tlalhcr.

Rootcs veh'cler hare nerer been sbort on lug$rye
sptce snd tlls ts no crceptlou. The boot bas been
elrtarsed to 16l cu tt (comFred wlt& tlte Super
![iDx) by rtDositlonlng Lbl fucl tsol, wblclr holds
10! gsDoos.

I dlrl[t get a c,bencc io drtv? r VoSue vttlr the
tler BntanaUc translsslo4 bub thb unlt hit boen
fllted io thc Supcr ltlDr rttth $roB?ss. I Doted
thougb thai tbe automatJcl rear erle r-rtio ls drop-
ped trul 3t0 to {Jl io 1.

Tbe car hondlca D?u, cSclsIL' rlcn trttchhg
tbrcugh &rDtd rltht rlod btt brul b.[ulr. 'T!rc
rpriaglng tr d rs sotS re on sna empetltlve car.
but tt ccrirlnly LIGF boaly toll dow! to a'' rblnlnlrtn
rnd mrlcr $ro tbs rbeeb nnato nnnly h c@tact
rllh tbe rold.

Ttre Voauc b rn ctboibt ca.r to hrntllc, lnrt b
rtnG! ftlc ol vtg e tcoPnmenL
If yolr lile to lOrtltafn r crr younell, youll be

Dlcssed to Inow thlt Aootel bas purnnd ltl 'Do
Srersc" ttreme, lervtng oly tlc o! ejunglng, Sbccl
ircsdng$ Dlugs ald Dobi! tq rDutlDG ccwtclng.
Dul tqu need to usc sn oll cs! trom tlnc to tlnre.
erpeclelly around t&c rteedng column gpar shllt
area.



FROI f,.S.f,' CI'U3-

Tbe CLub ls .nor golnt abead rltb thi productlori of obolete rtndacreeu
nrbbera afterr t[e auccCsa of, ths SericeV and Seflea IT Super Snlpe frout+.

,jl. I.---=4 9 sr v9a - u,

' acreen rtrbberg.
i' ""i"3Lil"i3l3i,urnatg tho cott6ctlon of frlnlgr th6'' tLnq)*.fLttrngl ts e

hlcle, and dlspatch of the fintshed product.--.vefllcle, anq qaaPaEcn or Ene ll,nf,Eneo ltroqucE.i r take tue opiortunilv-di fiA;;-e!rE;;;1;a, vlctorla, South Australlar li:il: .{ I EaKe E&Lg OPPOfEUnLEJf E{} trllVf.Ee qusenElanqr Ylse(Jl-+ar .lquull auEvl-arl{t! t, I

ll'',.Tl:T"nl.l-l1d-I:i':?:"1r1-9. t""!lgil1tr:*Ih:,3!bg':^:,111^:?::-?pBIl]: l!! Iiach, funds payable to rayeeLf , and at thls stage I seek membersr funds for i.
', ^1...!l'.i

,Front&rearrubbersSuperSn1peSeriesi.II&III?Sameoart
lront & rear rubbere Hawk Series f ' Ia, & II J number 

I

llark rrr Hawl< ? Front rubber Rootee part number H8l?2,
L I'iark IV Harfi J

3 Hsz6*s

Hlo451l

.rc tl

t Any other interest ln rubbefe - the naneb of the nenbers coneerned, not
the funds, at thls stage. I shall calL on them at a later date when I i<now
the requirenents frtnr a1l interstate avenues.
The follow'ing lnformatlon, collated by our Librard.an, will help put the

l';hole project-ln perspectlve -

I'iark V Havrir Frqnt rubber
larly Mark IV Super Snlpe (up to Chasgie No A8?Or223)

I'iark VI Haurk Front rubber
Late l''!art< fV Super Snipe Front rubber (was H99t*r3

' S"ries I, II & III S. Snipe Front rubber, part number H111,91

Rear rubber, li1l097f
' These rubbers have the same cross sectlon, but the rear bas l+ mj,trel

cu ts
Series I, IB, II Haud< Front rubber, part nunber Hll1391

Rear rubber llll}g?,
\- Series IV S. Snipe Front rubber, part number 22t?793 - available soon

Rear mbber 2212792

Serles fII l{aurk Front 2224A83 superceded to 22t2?93
Fear 2224084 superceded to 2232?9?

, S.ries V S. Snipe front rubber 22n862. - Dor avallable
rear rubber 2230882.' Crpes-eectton is the 6antre."

Series V & VA S. Snipe, ftoper1al and Serles IV Hawk - sane rubbers. 
'

,; . i=serles II vogue Front nrbber - part nunrber 221lot2

,* .+ Same ae Mark I & II SuPer M1nx.

, Serles III VogUe Front nrbber Snrt nunber 2226?Eg

"/, 
_-* Rear nrbber - .part nunber 2226?20

,,i/ij,=' ',Tlth a a]'nlnun nunber of dlffere[t aeetton nrbbere, nearly all qenbersp l
io 

t , needs can be catered for. I an hoplng to hear fror aay. HunbCr orner'- i I

i local. lnterstate or overaeaa.
I Addi'ess alL @rrespondence to J. Davldmn
i , clyde street
| ' Gulldford NSt'l 216l :



a

fe have recelved an lnvltatloa to attenil thls fr:nctlon on Frlitay
Iarch l5th. See detalls belor.
If latereeted. Bleeee Let Secretary know anil we catr arrange a
table frou H.C.0.V.

gEAIICrn,r S. l go cafrERSIrRI BD., CANrERBSRY..

FOUR COURSE DINilER ITC. DruilKS.
FOUR PIECE DAIICE BAI{D.

FREE CI.IASS OF CEIMPACNE.

DTSPI..AY ASD PRESINTATIOUSOF PRIZSS.

?-OOIm IO 12.O0a,n"

$ro ?ER EEAD., AIIJ TNCIUSTVE.

ro axTRAs.
llore lnfomation avallab1e fron Secretary Wolseley Car CIubr

P.O. 3OX 494 Cambe:nell, t124.

*** *** ******** ******** **-n* **.lF* *

**** NEXT H.C.C.V. OgtINg, (Firet 1985 outlng). *.iF'*****

ruE$: SII{DAY FEB. 10th 1985.
SHERS: QUEB{SCTIIFF.

IIEEOISG POINI: IIcDOSALDS RESIAIIRANI, CR. GEEIOI{C AtrD SOUXRTILI,E

ROADS. YARnAVIffiE. IIELWAY REF. I{AP 41 G. ? .
IIME: 10.00 A![.
I,IINCH: BYO PIC$IC I,I'I{OH.

B$?ERTAINMXNI: fHERE IS A POSSIBIIITY 0I'TAKING A RIDE 0N lHE
BELIARItrE PE$INSIILA STEAU BAIITITAY DURING IHE AFIERNO0N.

I 
***********************t******

I
I

C.E.A. C.A. STAP IEET.
:

tEE{: SIJNDAY l?th FEBRUARY' 1985.
trEER3: CffiRNSIDE PARK SHOPPING CESITRS' IIAROOIIDAF EICHWAY

IJLIDAIB. XSIfiAI fAP ,7. G4.

DEnAILtt! glfilBg Aqm. .t ilnER^S 9an.

'' I ' lI,Ir SIilSb ;,IUS! 3E MB-PAID:
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FOIIJNINCHES

OF I{ISTONY
A3. Derw relatcs hou the 1908 TT race wos a panimtarb ngifuant eoent-

drqfilk a rwts*ablo eryineer wln dcsigwd the oaerluad canslwft Humbqs which nok part.

. nf the six Tsurist Trophy
\-" (,rlRaccs bld in dre Isle of blan

bct:cen t9O5 and 1922 rw *ro
wcrc toally alike. T?ris was not
$* beca,* in arry rvo or more

'crt!' 
ncs th csrestants will

k!!*y be di&rent alld so will
dttir cers, but becaus6 in the case
of Gh Tourist Ttaptw Races nrn
m Haax soil the rqgulations gov-
crning dre races and even tbe
bnggh of the co{rrses to be
covd w€re tlcmselves sub
icccd ttr strlry vriatioas.

Ttt gercluiiry 6cot in she first of thc*
m in 199J rssm of,fiel coasurnption,n c glh bcig dlmrcd fv erlery 22th
Eikt dfu ocNsc. Tbc fdlsr'iag y€er thc

" te06 of ib rxe rs rcduced from 2O8
6 tDH!! o 161 lnilcs.od * the rm tirne the

6*l rr rt s 2J mil,ee Pcr gallon, eo

ur&ry1;f sm&*netioo whkh was unpopular
ridr*eermsddriwrs. Io 19O7, w,ith
firl fuitrtls tsill io fu'rce d€ racd dir-
re ree bcrwod to e totel of 24 1. 6 miles.
SfoL,r *is&a cntry list md very incle-

ment conditions only two cars managed to
complete the course at all

It was by now obvious that if the whole
idea was not to die for lack of support the
rcgulations would have to be drastically
changed. Accordingly, in 1908 the govem-
ing factor was a limiation of cylinder bore,
the maximum set being 4" . hence the
race for this year became universally known
as the 'Four-Inch' Race. There was a
minimum weight stipularion of 16fi) lbc for
the chassis and the course was extended to
338 miles. Whereas previous contcants
had by and large resembled rcuring
machines of the period, for l9O8 rcme much
'hairier' mehinery made its appearaoce and,
funtrcr, l8 of the 39 entrants werc foreign,
thus giving the whole eye$t a muc.h rnore
international flavour than it had wer had in
ctre past. This 1908 race was also the last
motor race in which that notable vsceran

J.I(/. Stocks competed as a driyer. His
mount on this occasion was a 30hp 4-6t1. p.
Dion Bouton, linered down to bring it
within the 4" bore rcgulaion. Although a'
much fancied entry, Stocls, alas, was forced
to retire on his lth lap with clutch tronble.

Ptior to the race there was some anxiety .

that the regulatioos would permit caf,s to
J

compete chat would be capable of dangerous
speeds on the decidedly difficult course. Tfu
Motot. writiag retrospectively of the 1908
race prior to reponing the 1914 TT (which
was the next to be held on the Island)
remarked that the 1908 event had had a

great influence on the future design of high-
performance cars.

The winner, after a keenly contested race.
was S?'. Watson with one of the rwo 4-cyl.
Huttons, in reality in Napiers disguise, for
Napiers at tbc rime were such ardc*rt dvo'
cates ofsix cylinders that they dare not oqrn
to competing in so imponaat an cvent in a

car of mercly four cylindes. Hd thcy been

able to for€sce with cenainry the win ctnt
only just came their way with the Hutton
they might have been glad to bask in the
ensuing publicity!

Strongest contenders apa.rt from Watson's
favoured Hutton (his team mate Stirling
crashed at Ballig Bridge) were the Damacqs,

of which a team of three, driven by Algy
Lee Guinoess, A.E. George and A. Rewlin-
son, weie also held to have a good charrce of
victory. George in fact put up the fastest lap
time aod was still cloely chal[enging lTatson
and his own team-mate Guioness right up tb

(Coatit*d)
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The Daracq tcam for th race at ,lnir HQ, tbe
Fort Anne Hotcl.

Tbe anfornnatu Cilpler contriae.d to inoert bit
Muallzrgiqrc in practice. a: portrayd brc

valves had exposed springs. The body was
exiguous, consisting only of two bucket
seats and a bolster tank and a.pladorm for the
rear-mounted spare whiels. Vith their long
raked steering columns and Humbers' own
design of quickdetachable centre-lock wire
wheels they presented a much more daring
appearance than had their earlier smble-
mates. Bore and stroke were 4" x 6)/q"
(102mm x 170mm). The expced engines

the final lap. George also put up fastest time
fbr the 8th lap in an effon to make up for
time lost in a stop to change all four wheels.

This Four-Inch' Race was generally con-
srdered to be by far the best ofthe pre-1914
races held on the Island. and if ir was the
onlv moment of glory for the transient Hut-
ron as a make. rr did bring into physical exis-
tence rhree cars rhat are ofparticular interest
to the wnter and which have to agreat extent
been shrouded in mystery. These were the
overhead camshaft Beeston Humber racers,

of which rhree were builr and rwo took part
in the rce, driven by Jimmy Reid and
\Ufl G Tuck. Humber Ltd. also entered a

Coventry Humber racer of impressive
appearance designed, and driven in the
race, by G.W.A. Brown. However, quite
apart from a series of misfortunes and tyo
bad smashes in practice, Brown's 4-inch
bore and 6-inch stroke Coventry Humber
was very heavy at 2,032 lbs and very slow in
Brown's hands. His practice troubles only
just allowed him to get the car to the starting
line for the race and he was constantly in
trouble with an ailing car. retiring when in
last but one position on the sixth lap.

The two Beeston Humber racers (or three
if one counts the spare practice car) were a
complete departure from anything hitherto
fielded by Humben, who had competed in
all the previous TTs. Panly, no doubt,
because of the regulations for each race

Atml-Joba*on ua| not tt new name ott tbe TT
scau, badng uton tbc atent in 1905 and ntered
in 1906. Dario Rata, tbc driw of No. 16 in
tbfu sbot wat tonake a contiderable narufor hin-
self at a drbcr of manl nzhet , Sxnbums pubaps
being th most srccessfzl. ln tbis race be tetired oa

the 4tlt lap uhn l'ying in l)th position.

Humbers' previous entries had appeared
very 'touring' and prosaic, though in fact
rhey exhibited a fair turn ofspeed. The Bees-
ton Humbers of 1908 were of very diffcrent
calibre.

Gone were the familiar Beeston pattern
radiators, gone too were the high up-stand-
ing touring bodies and humble side valve
engines. Instead was an engine 'ol>eo' at the
front with radiator mounted in Renault fash-
ion behind; an overhead camshaft driven by
vertical shaft and skew gears from the fmnt
o[ the engine met one's gaze. The overhead

W. Vdtton, tbc ahimateuittw, utith tb Ha-
ton (still extant, forruetclfl. Bebind bin it
anotber of th Anol-Jobnstons. 

e

were protected by a wire rnesh cege
unhesitatingly termed a 'meatsafc'. The I
inlet manifold, on rhe oftide of rhe eogine
was of a straoge ring panein, as Eray be scen
from ttre photographs. Coatalen fitted a very
similar design in his l9l2ll3 Cerpe de
I'Auto Sunbcarns, of whkh the late Michrcl
Sedgwick renarked 'which makes one won-
der why rlny nasce'nt bhp wetr not
immediately stifled at birth', but he goer on
to quote !7.F. Bradley's comment thet ttrse.
(the Sunbeam engines) 'were undo$tcdly s
rhe most efticient L-head engioes evcq buitt'
(up to that time, of course). Now C-oarden
hirnself drove one of his Hillman-Cotalcn
racers in the l9O8 TT (Car No. 6 in thc race)

Vatton goirrg all ott uitb bis winaing Hutn.

E.V. I*u'ts at the uheel of bis Deaty buring tbe

hgend 'l-ong Sfun'. Prhap thu rckted to tbe

lat of tlxfiw laps tbzt he comphtd, which tnk
him no lu tban 4 bours 4 minutet and 6.4 w-
oa&!
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and as an old Humber man himself he had no
doubt had a good look ar the Beesron
Humber racers when they were on the
Island. Had he perhaps been sufficiently
convinced of the unlikely merits of this inlet
manifold design to incorporare something so
very similar in his highly successful Coupe
de I'Auto Sunbeamsl,

The writer tras been fortunate to come by
a number of photographs and other related
material on ttte tgOa Bieston Aumber racers
through the family of the man who perhaps
more ttan any other had a major hand in
their design, Theodore James Biggs. He was
an ex-cycle man with eady and varied experi-
ence in the motor industry. He spenr rwo
spells at Humber Ltd during the first of
which he was at kton and records in his
diary '19O8 (a few months): migrated to
Covcntry Work with mosr ofBeesron staff.
He had eerlier moved house in Beeston in
Junc d September 1907, and since he was
assistaat to T.C. Pulli'nger who was himself
the rnaiospring of Humbef' compedrion
activities aod in whose n,une rhe rwo Bees-
ton ohc caer werje enrcrd for tbe 1908 race,
it is ccnaia that Biggs had much ro do wirh
this rwolutionary design.

spares car as a replacement, but this car, alas,
was already on the quayside at Ramsey
awaiting shipment home. A rush was made
to obtain the needed spare and in rwenty
minutes the part had been fitted. However,

A dwe-4 of tbe obc Beston Ht mber nginc sbou-
ing tbc diu to th wnbead camhaft, th acposd
aalae sprirgs and th zwsaal inht nanifolding.
Tbis sbozld k conpard uith tbe inla il& of tbe
practice car's engine at tln beginnirg of
this article.

A fiiad ubo ignl tbe drauing on tln ob*ne
*b *'F.G. Eln Hos$' drcu tbis grqhk
iryl's*n d tb H*tn at ryedfor'vAtton.

In th rrcr itsctf thc rwo Beeston Hum-
bers we considerably faster than Brown's
Corcntry ca,r, Tuck ad Reid being second
and &ird in rhe eady stages. Reid had the
ni{o*unc to brcak a stecring arm on the
tth kp, cobbtod up a |ury-rigged repait and
scugghd to the pits. Sorneooe had rhe idea
of mating usc of the steering-arm from the

Rci/s olr Banton Hsnber at tlx RaascX pitt
atoagsi& Cutabn in ow dtlnfuirof Hillnan-
Cuuln racns ia tbfu annt.

Humber luck was out, for Tuck retired with
ignition tror.rble and Reid's steering again
gave troubh and he crashed.

Cenainly wrq of the 1908 ohc cars sur-
vived, one ofthem being converted fcr road
use by Coventry engineer E.W. I"ewis who
had driven the Deasy car No. 21 in the 1908

A uorks shot of Reid in the first ol the

unasaal Beeston Hambers, This tar. wbicb di:-
plals nzny detail differenca from tbe later tun
race cafi driaen fu Reid and Tack. u'at the rpare

race (see illustration). In cooverted form it
was deseribed and illustrated iaTbe Astuar
of I December 1910. The other car was illus-
trated in the same iournal it 1912, though
in the latter case it had been so altered in
appearance as to be barely recognisable for
what it really was.

The element of mystery doesn't end here.
On l0 April 1909 Pullinger iqvited Biggs to
foin him in his move from Humbers to
Arrol-Johnston, which Biggs did, becoming
responsible for the design of the l1.9hp,
15.9hp and 2).9hp cars that formed that
Company's new productiori range. Pul-
linger's arrival at Arrol-Jobnston sparked off
a marked degree of interest oir that firm's
part in competition motoring, something
rather outside their earlier image (even if one

' (Cntintd)

"ffi s *a*
.**" ffi**st t; $
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T** ia tbcsdBsnn car.

dtsmors e 1905 fi win and entry in the
If06 Ed tg0Sraces wirh no success), fust as

FrSliagsr'r rrrival at Humber Ltd. hed done
rmc'yur prwknrsly. Pullinger had been a

dirc*& of Lsds Hcw6 Cetalen for whom
rxibgcmrincd the spice of life even beyond
rhc hctdry of Sunbeasr Euccct$cs. Reid also

*ect with Rrllinger arrd gigp to Arrol-
Johron ad drqrc for them ig the 191 I and
lglP Coop" dc I'Aum t?ccs.

l*ory, ifoacdigs arounda bit it seems that
.rtaol-Johncoo intet&d to 6eld sr over-
hced crnshft-ccgiae fq ttreir 1911 Cerpc
da fArito rrett but it poncd rbonive s&d

rhr rturt eotrics hrd sile-ralve cngines.
itr6, .tro FirtthgedBiggs a*val et Arrot-
Jobaxon k stld *rt C-onpany on a loog
lrc rffnir rith tear rnqrnted radiatots i la
Recult. Is ttr.le e tie-up here between the
1908 Bce$m TT crrs and the das abonive
ohc crgin iendd frrAnol-Joturtm? This
rritcr thinks there could well be but with-
out a sight of any detailcd informarioo or
bettcr still, drawings or photographs ofthc
myrterious Arrol-Johnston engine with
orcrhead camshaft there is no real evidence.
Can anyone throw any light on this ohc
engine and perhaps prolong the'Four-lnch'
history to the might-have-beens of the
Coupe de I'Auto, from which in turn sprang
Peugeot's 2-ohc design that was to

Tlte saoad of tlx race cafi r6cn in tlx Hnmbr
Vtl: ard uuiag DU -24-D ,

revolutionise the racing scene from then on?

It is too far fetched to imagine that Biggs'
19O8 ohc Humbers actually influenced
Peugeot, but it is ironic, is it not, that
Burgess should have so closely copied
Peugeot with the l9l4 TT Humbers (as did
Cetalen for Sunbeam). It is equally ironic
that the prototype design by Burgess ofthe
post-war 3-litre Bendey chassis was so close

a copy of his 1914 TT Humbers which in
their turp were close copies of the racing
Peugeots. So close was this relationship,
indeed, that in the early 1920's when C.G.
Brocklebank wanted to renew the frame of
his 1913 Coupe de I'Auto Peugeot he used a

Bentley frame! This Bentley frame was the
one used for Bentley Motors' first ever
experimental 3-litre and which having been

dimarded at a slightly later date by Bentley
Motors had been left haoging in the rafters
until it was disposed of to Brocklebank.

Tuto tbot of tlx Baston car ndifielfor road ase

by E.\V. Intis in 1910,

However, the writer has a good deal of 'evi-

dence' to suggest that this selfsame No. I
Bentley frame may well in fact have been a
l9l4TT Humber frame . . . but the deuils
of that are another story. There are more
things in heaven and earth . . .

And, of course, while Humbea nerrct
developed their fi design of 1914, Bentleys
made their first major (and successful) coin-
petition appearance in the lselr of Man fi of
1922 . . . the last on Manx soil.

The writer is sincerely grateful to Miss K.
Biggs, Mrs J. Helsby and The Manx
Museum and National Trust for photo-
graphic material. A.B. DEMAUS

One of $e neiiin- ,in pttotographed in the

Hzmber Worh before th race 
- 

nost probabll
inncdiately before ntting ott fm Liuerpool and
tbc lsland. lt caries one of the Tra& Platet allv-
coted to Hmbq Ltd., DU-26-D:

Tk'only other Hamber entry in th:e 'Foar-lndt'

Ruc uat this Cwentry Hamba &signed and dri-
m fo G.lV.A. Brnn.
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HUMBER SPARES

HILLMAN SPARES & REPAIRS BLACKBURN

While our first concern will always be Rootes Group Spares (Australia's Largest Range), we
have now moved into stocking all model English Spare Parts, but as always we are eager to

buy collections of new English Spares for Australian dollars.

The King Pins stored in somebody's gatage, may be the set that Mrs. Smith
of Charters Towers needs for her 1948 Rover.

Telephone and mail orders most welcome.

We recommend C.O.D. post for next day delivery to most areas.

HILLMAN SPARES AND REPAIRS
178 Whitehorse Road,

Blackburn,3130
P.O. BOX 19, BLACKBURN, 3I3O
Telephone: (03) 877 4311, 5 Lines

\-



SHABON INSURANCES
(ulc) [PTY. LTD.

THE CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

DON'T BE PENALISED FOR OWNING AN EXOTIC CAR -
YOU NEED OUR SERVICE

Classic Car Enthusiasts have been taking advantage of our lnsurance
Schemes since the early 1970's and as we move into the 1980's the

advantages of our CI-ASSIC CAR INSURANCE SCHEME continue to grow;
compare these points with your existing cover now.

Agreed Value Policy means no
hassle payout in a total loss
situation
Windscreens - One claim per
year will not affect No Claim
Bonus
First right of refusal to obtain
the wreck

o Choose own Repairer or use our
selected Body Shop near you

o Full No Claim Rating,transferable
from any other insurance
Company

o Competitive Premiums
o Personal Contact and Service
o One Policy for all your Classic

Cars

GENERAL BUSINESS - We are also very competitive in all types of
lnsurance cover from domestic to business, and can assist with all
matters without obligation.

SHANNON'S CIASSIC CAR
CENTRE PIL

321 WARRIGAL ROAD, CHELTENHAM, 3192
TEL: (03) 584 7266

OPENTDAYSAWEEK




