65 years ago...
I was searching online for a small filler for the
Humberette when I discovered the following intriguing article in the NLA Trove digitised newspapers: http://trove.nla.gov.au/
Naturally it piqued my interest and prompted a
quest to learn more.
There were quite a few articles from the 1952
test, and by sheer chance I found an earlier article from 1936 - so it wasn’t a new idea by any
means.
An article in The Horsham Times 12 September
1952 said, in part:

“An experimental super Snipe Diesel saloon car, attracted much interest when it

was shown by Wilson Bolton and Co., in
Horsham this week.
The company which manufactured the
car, made four of them. The other three
are in the United States of America,
South Africa and India.”
The last paragraph on P13 says “Australia,
Canada, South Africa and India”. As a member
of the Commonwealth, Canada makes more
sense for the trial than the USA.
It would be wonderful to know what happened
to the four vehicles mentioned. Were they ever
put into commercial production?
Have any survived?

Lotte

The South Coast Times
and Wollongong Argus
Feature Section
29 September 1952

This photograph shows, from left to right, Mr Doug Harrigan
(local Rootes Distributor), Mr K Nobell (representing Perkins
Diesel Pty Ltd), and Mr E Whiting (representing Rootes,
England), examining the power plant in the test car.

Adelaide News 25 August 1952

Spare Parts List July 1955
Excerpt from an article in The
Argus (Melb) 20 June 1956:

1964 Humber Sceptre with the Perkins grille
badge, at the Burlingford Classic Car Show 2003

The Age, 5 September 1952

An article from Truth Sydney, 28 September 1952:

Humber Snipe tested with diesel engine.
A novel trial was the recent interstate tour made by a Humber Snipe fitted with a six cylinder Perkins Diesel engine instead of the normal petrol unit.
Remarkable fuel economy was recorded during the trip which included three States; the
average varying between 28 and 32 miles per gallon.
Only major alteration to the chassis was the substitution of a higher rear axle ratio of
about 3 to 1, to suit the power range of the diesel which develops 92 h.p. at its governed
maximum rate of 3000 r.p.m.
The test which was undertaken by officials of Rootes Ltd. showed that top gear speed of
almost 90 m.p.h. was obtainable while flexibility, acceleration and hill-climbing were exceptional.

...and then I found this!

Humber Super Snipe 1951
Auction 28 July 2017
Mileage 64,393
Chassis No: A8002593HS0
Engine No: 323008
Estimated sale price: £4,900 - 5,900
Sold for: £9,450.00 + buyers premium (AUD
$15,360)

This is a very rare Humber being a diesel. It is believed the company made 17 for a chauffeuring
company, they were made by Humber and Perkins of Peterborough. The vendor has owned the car
for 7 years and is now selling due to ill health. The small history file has a letter from the Post Vintage Humber Car Club confirming the above.
Auctioneers notes: The hire company was in fact Rootes Chauffeur Hire, Rootes being the parent
company of Humber. This car is in very usable condition and the body and interior are in good order. The Perkins engine produces 90BHP
More photos can be seen here:
https://www.swva.co.uk/classic-car/humber-super-snipe-1951/
(Note the Perkins logo on the Grille)

Early Years of Diesel Humber - Perkins Engines
I searched on “Perkins Diesel” and was delighted to learn that in the 1930s, Frank Perkins bought a
Humber and turned it into what is believed to be the world’s first diesel-powered car! The diesel
Humber performed beautifully (of course), but the second engine installed in a Commer lorry didn’t
as it lacked power. Upgrades followed, first the Fox and then the successful Wolf engine.
Read this story here: https://www.pressreader.com/uk/the-courier-advertiser-angus-and-the-mearns
-edition/20121121/282166468467125
On the Perkins website is a production timeline:
https://www.perkins.com/en_GB/company/heritage/products.html
Here are the first two entries, referencing Humber and the P6 engine mentioned in the previous
article:

1933: The Wolf
The engine that started it all. Developed from an earlier model, the Vixen, the Wolf was offered as
an alternative to the petrol engine in Humber’s Commer vehicles in 1933, making Humber our first
Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM).

1937: P4/P6 Series
The P4 and P6 engines, designed by Charles Chapman, the company’s original technical director,
were launched at the 1937 Commercial Motor Show. They were compact and lightweight engines
that established Perkins as a major supplier. The P6, producing 63 kW (85 hp) at 2600 rpm, and
advertised as “The world’s lightest diesel engine” was an immediate sensation. The P4 and P6
were the platforms for many future award-winning engines.

The Perkins’ logo represents a “Square Deal All Round”.

Humber Diesels in the 1930s
It was a surprise when I started seeing earlier references to Humber Diesels dating to the mid1930s, albeit with a Gardner engine in lieu of the later Perkins engine. While there are many articles
at the time in different papers across Australia, they all contain essentially the same information this one from Queensland Country Life appeared to be the most detailed and comprehensive...

Queensland Country Life - 30 April 1936

Here is a Perkins Diesel Mk IV Humber, as posted on the Sunbeam Car Owners of Qld FB page
in December 2021.
Note the Perkins logo on the front bumper.

From April 2016 Humberette
Roy Welling’s Super Snipe with the Perkins diesel engine

From March 2014 Humberette.
However, in response to the Editor’s Note on the rumour of a Perkins engine Mark IV, I re-ceived the following from Keith Willimott:
Dear Lotte and Ray,
I read with interest your comments about a Mark IV Snipe with a Perkins
diesel engine. The one you mentioned was at the Humber National Rally
in Wirrina, South Australia, in 1982. I have enclosed a report on the rally
with a photo of it. It was at the time owned by John Powell of SA. Who was
a builder and used it to pull a 4 wheel trailer on his building jobs. Apparently some years later it was sold and Bob K missed out. It was bought by a
SA club member Brian Beadsmore who at one time belonged to our club.
His wife April was at one time our club social secretary. I don’t know where
it is now.
Kind Regards, Keith Willimott

