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HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.

ANNUAL REPORT 1988/89 - EVENTS & SOCIAL OUTINGS

, ,

The 1988/89 year has seen the Club continue to develop in a number of

different ways.

We are now at our strongest ever in the member area with a total of 173

me�bers excluding additional family members.

Following some very well supported fund-raising activities during the

previous year we were able to cover the quite heavy expenses incurred y

in running the 6th National Rally and club finances are now also in a

most healthy. situation. This has allowed the Committee to recommend

no increase in fees for the' coming year. In fact it has been suggested

that family subscriptions be slightly decreased in an attempt to

encourage a greater family base for the club's social activities.

•

The traditional monthly. social outing has continued to be run throughout

the.year with varying degrees of support. The tendency has been to

combine forces with other classic car clubs for combined functions.

This year we have had outings with the Daimler, Chevrolet, Rootes Group,

Standard Vanguard and Austin Motor Vehicle clubs whilst other clubs sent

representatives to our Concours Display Day.

Most popular events during the year were the Westernport Pub Day. the

Picnic at Hanging Rock and the Christmas Break-up (Presentation Day).

The addition of a Spit-Roast Luncheon to the Concours program was an

outstanding success and it's continuation should be considered for future

years.

A major project during the year was the organization of the 6th National

Humber Rally at Swan Hill. This was endorsed as an official
Bicentennial activity and although total numbers were down on previous

rallies there were participants ftom the 5 eastern Australian States.

Overall winner of this event was Victorian member Bill Holmes with his

Series 11 Snipe Estate car.

••

The Club has received a generous measure of pubiic and media exposure
during the year. Club cars were involved in filming of several TV series

including "All the Way". Members' vehicles also participated in a

variety of promotional videos, shows, parades and displays all of which gained

us new members as well as valuable publicity.

The Committee's thanks goes to all who have generously supported outings,

events and fund-raising functions throughout the year. A special thankyou

must go to those ladies who have worked so tirelessly in the kitchen to

provide supper after each meeting; the "friendly cuppall we receive through

the efforts of Joan Holmes, Pam Batten and Jill Webb is much appreciated.

Thank you also to Club Photographer Frank Stockwin for his contribution

to the recorded history of our activities.

Finally may I express my appreciation to Barry Bosnich for his

untiring efforts in producing the fine Club newsletter, to Treasurer

Brian. Parkinson for his meticulous bookkeeping, to our President

Bob Kennedy - "leader par excellence", to Secretary Arnold Goldman,

a most methodical technician, and to all members of the Committee for

their efforts in keeping the Club running smoothly into the 1990's.

Margaret Willimott

Events Director/Social Secretary

24.2.1989
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THE HUMBERE'ITE. CALEND:AR FEBRUARY 1989.

FEBRUARY 24TH. GENERAL MEETING, DEEPDENE PARK HALL. 8.00PM.

FOLLOWED BY:

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

FEBRUARY 26TH. AMERICAN MOTORING SHOW, MEMBER'S CAR PARK, FLEMINGTON

RACECOURSE. ORGANIZED BY A.O.M.C. 11.00AM ONWARDS.

ADMISSION, ADULTS $4.00; FAMILY $10.00.

A.O.M.C. DELEGATE'S MEETING. 8.00PM SHARP. �

CARNEGIE PROGRESS HALL, TRUGANINI ROAD, CARNEGIE.

A.O.M.C. DELEGATE'S PICNIC, IN CONJUNCTION WITH

EUROPEAN MOTORING SHOW. BYO PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH.LOCATION

DETAILS AS FOR AMERICAN MOTORING SHOW. •

Koo-WEE-RUP POTATO FESTIVAL AND CHARITY DAY.

(Koo-wee-rup is about a 90 min. run from Melbourne

through Dandenong.• ) Would anyone willing to enter

their Humber in the Saturday morning street parade

please contact the event's director, phone 435 6354,

before end of .February; 2-3 cars needed. .

FEBRUARY 27TH.

MARCH 5TH.

MARCH 18TH. (SATURDAY)

MARCH 19TH. DAIMLER/LANCHESTER CLUB CONCOURS AND DISPLAY DAY AT

DEEPDENE PARK. ADMISSION $2.00 per car. BYO FOOD FOR

BBQ LUNCH; TEA, COFFEE & AFTERNOON TEA FREE.

THIS IS A SIMILAR FORMAT TO OUR OWN CONCOURS, INCLUDING

THE VOTE FOR MOST POPULAR NON-DAIMLER ON THE DAY.

COME ANY TIME AFTER 11. OOAM AND ENJOY A RELAXING DAY.

MELBOURNE CLASSIC CAR SHOW, EXHIBITION BUILDINGS.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED TO HELP MANN THE STAND ON EASTER

SATURDAY, SUNDAY, AND MONDAY. PLEASE PUT YOUR NAME

ON THE ROSTER AVAILABLE AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING.

THIS IS THE 5TH FRIDAY DUE TO OUR USUAL MEETING DAY

FALLING ON GOOD FRIDAY.

GENERAL MEETING, DEEPDENE HALL, 8.00PM.

ZEPHYR/ZOOOAC CLUB FAMILY OUTING AND DISPLAY DAY

TO BE HELD AT THE ELAINE SPORTS OVAL. MORE DETAILS

NEXT NEWSLETTER.

ANNUAL ROOTES G-T DAY.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.

GENERAL MEETING AND FAMILY DAY AT DEEPDENE HALL.

DARWIN ADVENTURE RALLY DEPARTS FROM PORT AUGUSTA.

MARCH 24'l1I - 27TH.

MARCH 31ST. ****

APRIL 9TH.

APRIL 16TH.

APRIL 28TH.

MAY 28TH. (SUNDAY).

JUNE 3RD.

********************************************************************************

THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INCORPORATED MEETS ON THE 4TH FRIDAY OF EACH

MONTH (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED), IN THE HALL AT DEEPDENE PARK, WHITEHORSE ROAD,

DEEPDENE. AT 8.00PM. SUPPER IS SERVED FOLLOWING THE MEETING.

THE CLUB IS AN AUTHORIZED CLUB FOR THE CONDUCTION OF CLUB PERMIT ("RED PLATE")

EVENTS IN THE VETERAN, VINTAGE AND CLASSIC VEHICLE CATEGORIES. CLUB PERMIT CARS

ATTENDING EVENTS SHOULD ALWAYS CARRY YOUR PERMIT RECEIPT AND A COPY OF THE CURRENI'

NEWSLETTER IN YOUR VEHICLE. ;

THE CLUB PERMIT SCHEME IS AVAILABLE FOR VEHICLES 25YEARS OR OLDER. FURTHER

INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM THE CLUB SECRETARY OR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS.

**********************************************************************************



THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VIC. INC.

THE ROOTES GROUP CAR CLUB INC.

THE SINGER OWNER'S CLUB OF AUSTRALIA.

THE SUNBEAM AND TALBOT OWNER'S CLUB.

THE HILLMAN CAR CLUB.

ROOTES GROUP CAR CLUB INC.
P.O.BOX 932 GLEN WAVERLEY. vie 3150.

ANNUAL ROOTES "G.T" DAY.

JUST ANOTHER REMINDER THAT IT IS PLANNED TO HOLD THE ANNUAL

GET-TOGETHER (G-T DAY) OF THE ABOVE CLUBS AS FOLLOWS:

DATE: SUNDAY APRIL 16th.

VENUE: PROPERTY AT 189 BELGRAVE-GEMBROOK ROAD,

SELBY. (MELWAY MAP 124CI0).
•

TIME OF ARRIVAL: 10.30AM ONWARDS.

FORMAT FOR DAY: A FAMILY DAY OF FUN AND GAMES IS PLANNED.

--------------- SOME CAR RELATED EVENTS (WEATHER

PERMITTING. )

LUNCH: BYO. PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH. (SOME BBQ'S

AVAILABLE. )

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

TO CELERBRATE 30 YEARS OF ROOTES GROUP CAR CLUBS IN VICTORIA

AND OUR REFORMED ROOTES GROUP CAR CLUB INC. 5TH BIRTHDAY.

WE PLAN TO HAVE A BIRTHDAY CAKE CUTTING AND SOME COPIES OF

THE ORIGINAL R.G.C.C. LAPEL BADGES FOR SALE. •
IT IS ALSO ANTICIPATED THAT T. SHIRTS (ROYAL BLUE) WITH THE

ABOVE ROOTES LOGO (YELLOW) BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE ON THE

DAY,PLEASE ADVISE OF NUMBERS AND SIZES LIKELY TO BE PURCHASED

BY YOUR CLUB. (SIZES AVAILABLE 16,18,20,22.)

HOST CLUB FOR 1989: ROOTES GROUP CAR CLUB INC.

SECRETARY: ANDREW MANOLITSAS.

P.O BOX 932.

GLEN WAVERLEY.

VIC. 3150.

PHONE: (03) 2323244 (A. H.)

IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF YOU COULD INDICATE APPROXIMATE

NUMBERS LIKELY TO ATTEND FROM YOUR CLUB BY 3/4/89.



THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.

I
I
, .

CLUB ADDRESS - 23 HIGH STREET. WATSONIA, 3087

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

EDITOR

EVENTS DIRECTOR

LIBRART:\N

REGALT A

TECHNICAL ADVISORS:

Vogues

Series V,VA S/Snipes

Hawks

�lk CA rs

General fnformation

Auto ElectricAl

COMMITTEE 1987-88

Bob Kennedy

Vic Wilson

Arnold Goldman

Brian Parkinson

Ba rry Bosnich

Margaret Willimott

Fred Pietersol1

Geoff Webb

789 5119

478 9352

(059) 75 6807

(057) 83 1899

435 h354

781 5169

233 6592

D. Dunlop 4397059

A. Goldman

K. Willimott

B. Kennedy 8, L. Hughes 877 3028

B. Kenl1edy

M. Fitchett 366 8987

Rcbert Bean' s Series 1 S/Snipe rescued fron'

wreckers yam anI awaiting engine replant.

After the wine tasting at Mitchelton.



THE HUMBEREITE FEBRUARY, 1.989.

PRESIDENr'S REPORT (Kennedy's Klangers)

Sorry about last rronth' s refDrt, I sent it up to Barry a day too late to catch the printers. "Better

luck next time" you say, well if you're reading this I must have done the right thing this rronth. Do I

hear saneone say "darn it"?

Well now to many, rrore imfDrtant matters are at hand for this rronth. Once again elections are up so now

is the time to get rid of or make them do another year. Whatever way the elections go, I would like to

say that I have enjoyed the last year. I know I haven't been able to attend as many outings as I would

like but as saneone once said, "that's life".

This may well be the last time I can call for members to join in with the "Darwin RI.lll". We leave pt.

Augusta in South Australia on 3rd Jl.llle 1989 first after midday and we arrive in Darwin via the sealed

road on the 10th Jl.llle. As you can see, it will not be a speed trial.

On the way up we will be stopping to look at as much as we can without overdoing it. We will be using a

shell fuel card so the fuel price will be held down to city prices. The South Australian Humber Car

Club has put a hell of an effort into getting this run together. I personally give them full fDints in

the itinerary of the run. A couple of years or so ago when I thought of this rnn, all I could see were

walls in front of me because of the Nationally Rally at Swan Hill that the Victorian Club was deep into.

When Chas Grimes rang and asked could the South Australian Club take over the setting up of the run, I

couldn't think of anyone better situated.

The run up there will be capped off by the Darwin Local Car Club showing us various events going on at

that time of the year (Queen's Birthday Weekend), also accorrm:xlation in Darwin will be organised by the

local Club.

So if you want to join in with a very well organised trip of a lifetime, you had better hurry, I'll have

a few forms at the next meeting.

For the people that are lucky enough to be going on the trip, please take notice of what our Darwin

member said at the last meeting and that was to make sure your cooling system is in Number 1 condition

and don't forget to give your vehicle a full service and check over before leaving. It was good to see

you again Jirn and Margaret Yates, looking forward to our next get-together up at your place.

Well I must have said enough by now so I think I'll close down for now, all the best.

Bob Kennedy

********************************************************************************************************

SOCIAL NEWS AND NOTES

Hello again!

How quickly the months seem to pass these days!

We have !ust re:urned from the 2nd annual Picnic at Hanging Rock outing Th
wer� est�mate� �n ex:ess of 1000 classic veteran vintage and s ecial in�er ere

�:����;= ��o��:f;a:r��ss�perb weather at the Hanging Rock Picn�c Ground. �:�icles
gatherings of classic car� �� �;���r;:�ch T�:sMto �e s�aping up as oone oof the best
Vehi�les Club is to be congradulated on their ;�;e��gh�n�;st���k��;t�;c�u��assic
popu ar event and the orginization that accompanied it. a

A;�n��t the Humber contingent who enjoyed relaxing under the shady trees or
(C�;n��:h��) R��� iO�o�he �ore energetic were country members Joe Aldam '

, � ma eggs from Echuca (glad to see "the Ham er" fO dO its
�ome at last!), Ken Rowlinson, Danial and Elisha (Bendigo) Wilso� & B �� �ngs
unton from Castlemaine, John & Bobbie Hoskin (B d" ) '" ar ara

Indented Heads in their MK I Scept d PholgN en �go , B�ll & Joan Holmes from

seeking a column gear shift mechan;:ma;or h�s s:;;�� ���m WOOde?d. Phil is still
hear from anyone who can help him as h ," �pe - He d be pleased to
original condition. . e s anx�ous to restore his vehicle to



Those making the run up to Hanging Rock from the city included Geoff & Jill Webb

and family. the Bosnich. Forth. Astwell and Trubie families. Jason Miller with

family and also the Dunlops both in their Sporty Vogues (oops!) - Vogue Sports and

of course Pam Batten and ourselves in the Hawk Estate. Wearing his "vanguard" hat

was Dave Denner and I also spotted Ballarat member Dennis Brooke's lovely Burgundy

& Black Vanguard but minus occupants in the car park. as well as Max Schey who had

abandoned his Vogue in favour for the touring bus in the day. All in all. a very

worthwhile. relaxing and enjoyable outing.

It's not only club cars that have been getting exposure on the T.V. lately. Did

you spot Ron. Elanor and Mrs Forth enjoying an early morning Australia Day

breakfast on Channel 9 news? Their MK VI Hawk was one of the earliest arrivals

for the Alexandra Garden Display. to be joined later by the Attwell's Series 3.

Barry in his MK IV Snipe and the lovely 1935 Snipe 80 Sport Saloon of Norm Watts.

In fact. "Humber talent" have a tendency to creep up in many old places lately ­

this morning whilst listening to the radio 3LO I was pleasantly surprised to hear

broadcast a poem by Seaford member Frank Mc Guire - how about a poem on the MK IV

Snipe for the Humberette. Frank?

•
Please make an effort to attend the Annual General Meeting which will be on Friday

24th of this Month. The Committee would dearly welcome new faces amongst their

members. Even of you cannot accept a committee position please come along and

show your support (or otherwise) for the current program.

A Committee Nomination slip is included on the end of your Membership Reneral Form

in this Humberette. Please check with the Membership Secretary if you are unsure

whether you are still financial.

Very briefly. may I draw to your attention events and outings coming up over the

next two months.

We again plan an entry in the Classic Car Show to be held over Easter in the

Exhibition Building. In the past this has been a great Club Promotion exercise

and your assistance in morning the stand on the Roster System would be greal'V

appreciated. Official helpers receive a free entry ticket and our grateful

thanks! Please ring me on (03) 435 6354 - evenings of you can help.

•

Other March Outings you may like to note in your calender are the Koo-wee-rup

Charity Potato Festival (Saturday March 18th - 2-3 cars needed for parade). the
Daimler/Lanchester Club Concurs at Deepdene Park on Sunday March 19th (ll.OOa.m.
onwards) & the Rootes "G.T." Day on Sunday April 16th. The "G.T." is a get _

together day for all cars manufactured under the Rootes label and includes
Singers. Sunbeams. Hillmans. Commer. and Humber. It's a good chance to

investigate the similarities and differences of the many manques within the Rootes
stable.

Finally may I say how lovely it was to have a Happy 4 generations of the Forth
family in attendance last Sunday at the Hanging Rock Picnic. including Jeannie &

Paul with baby Jessica and Chris. Trevor Attwell with young son Rony. Well Done
All.

See you at the Annual Meeting

Margaret.

GET WELL WISHES

To Adelaide Underwood who has been confined to quarters lately. Adelaide is one
of the foundation club members and we wish her a speedy return to good health.

*********************************************************************************



MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING

HELD OB Friday 27th January 1989 AT DEEPDEBE HALL at 8:00pm.

I'I/IlSEJlT: Approximately 3'3 members as per attendance book. 150b Kennedy wel.,omed

members from N"orthern Territory I J(argaret & Jim Yates.

APOLOGIES were received tr-om Martyn Wilson, .Nancy Kennedy. Harbara &' llav1d Durdop.

}rank Stockwin, lan M.cJ)oflald, (;eo11 \/ebb, Harold lJnderwooa afla Trevor York.

V ISITUIiS None.

AllurES ot ttle previous meeting as printed in the .November IHumt.lerette' were aCf�epted

':\':; a true record on the motion 01 Vie WilsOTJ seconded by .Ray 'Webster. Arnold Goldman

apologised for the obvious error in the minutes of typing Jack "aring in as havinp;

apolop;ised both tor being there and tor not being there. Jack was not present I but we

are pleased to see him here tonight.

HUS1BESS Ak�SlNG None.

CllRIIESI'OIIDEIICE:

1l1:Application forms from Rod Laredo and Jack U'lteefe. From lrevor Jolly

asking about club and about restoration of his 1948 Mark I �nipe. from John 15erry

with information on a Series 4 Snipe on the roads ot Canberra, the owner of same

being willin�; to be separated from it tor around. .$�\:IUO. �'rom Zephyr &: Zodiac Owners

(_:lut, with inlormatlon on a l_:ar Show at &laine on April 9th. Vintage Drivers Club with

advanced notice ot Spectacular 198Y. Sothebv's with details ot an art auction in April .

.From Gippsland Historical Automobile ClUb With information on a rally at 'Narrap;-ul on

2L-;'4 April. l!.ntries Close 20 Karch.

ExchanRe Aagazlnes: Viking Torque, The Daimler Lancnester Club of Victoria,

Austion A40 Car ClUb, Humber Car Club oi Queensland, "olseley Car ClUb, The �tanaard

lribune, The Austin Kotor Vehicle clUb, Humber - Hillman club of New Zealana, '�lassic

and Historic Automobile Club. AOKC Newsletter.

Correspondence accepted on the motion ot Jack Ylarinp; seconded by Marp;aret

\I iilimot t .

•

BUS1IIESS AIllSlIIG: Jack

exchange e:lut\ maRazines.

"arinp; stated that the Morris Minor

This will b" conSidered by committee.

Club would like to

TllEASURER'S REPORT: Presented by Hrian l'arkinson.

Balance at 11th December 1Y88 <fixed depOSitS)

15alance at 11th December 1988 (current accoumt)

Receipts

lixpenditur

Accounts 10r payment

Balance I.current account.l

Report accepted on motion of Dave Denner, seconded by Rob Dunlop.

$':>OI)O.Ol'

$l1b5.82

32':> .'5':>

746.91

,,0:3.9 I

':>40.':>5

•

J;DlTOl/'S REPORT: BarTy Bosnich reported that 1,,4 map;azines had been sent out. l'i2 01

the'3e are to members. !o:.equest for more articles for magaZine.

IiVEITS DlilHCTOk'S Ill:iPORT: Presented by Margare1c Willimott.

The president was asked to present trophies to Jason .Miller tor suc.-:;ess with

his Vogue Spor-ts, and to Bill Holmes for success in the Master Class and Uutright

Concours winner.

Tony Hall has received his trophy.

Details were prOVided of the next few items on the club calendar.

Request for entries for the Koo-"ee-Rup Potato festival in March.

TECH.IIICAL OFF lCER'S Ill:iPOl(f: Rob Dunlop talked of self

squealing noise that turned out to be an axle -problem.

c:osequences.

Thalby Relay-Crofts asked about the problem t,e has with a Series V �nipe

when the engine 1s hot and has been left switched ott for approx. ',1) minutes. Lt is

difficult to start. The secretary nas the same problem. Depressing the accelerator

!�lly when startinR appears to assist in overcominR the problem.

adjusting rear brakes

Luckily there were no

and a

severe



lDIC REPORT: Rob Dunlop reported on activities. Details are in a newsflash which will

be forwarded to the editor.

Club plate scheme. Owner is responsible for roadworthiness of the vehicle,

NOT the club.

Insurance may be a problem when using cars in TV filming. Car is being used

for Hire or Reward.

Request for delegate from our club to AOKC. Lloyd Williams will take position.

Secretary to officially inform AOIIC secretary.

CARS FOR SALE Kention was made of several cars and parts available in various places.

Most of these will be in next Humberette. Some discussion on an Imperial advertised

recently in the Age for $8000. Bob Kennedy had some knowledge of the vehicle.

GEIERAL BUSIIESS:

Invitation made to Jim Yates to talk about arrangements in hand for the

Darwin trip later this year. The hospitality of the Nortern Territory people should

make this trip an enjoyable experience for those who participate. The average daily

distance will be around 250 miles.

Peter Sheldon asked about power brake replacements for Series Snipes. Hillman

Spares have changeover units, repair kits, or will repair yours. Prices are very

reasonable when compared to PBR or Girlock.

Christmas party club photographs were on display. Group photograph is

available from Frank Stockwin at $4 each .

Meeting closed at 9:30pm for supper.•
Arnold Goldman

Hon .Secre"tary

Change of Address

Please note that Barrie & Leonie Trubie ha'le moved to:-

25 Boisdale Street, Surrey Hills, VlC 312'/ tel. 03 8YO 2984.

and,

Reg Murphy is moving in February to:­

49 Charles Street, Xoonah, TAS '/009.

New lIembers since list printed on 1/7/88

Please welcome the following new members, and welcome back those who have

d.ecided to rejoin us.

Jack & lIargaret O'Keefe Series V Snipe

RMB 15'10, Cobram , VIe :3644 tel. 058 '/2 28'/6

• Rod & S1mone" Laredo Series V Snipe

P.U.Box 201, Belgrave, VIC 3160 tel. 03 '/54 8261

Thalby & Jay Reidy-Crofts Series V Snipe

13 Walsh Street, Balwyn, VIC 3103 tel. 03 81'/ :3412

John & Gael Hui:ler oeries 111 HaWk

"" J Rckson Street, ::!unbury, V IC :3429 tel. ()3 '/44 4'120

FOR SALE

3 tyres 6.70 x 15, new retreads, have not been fitted, $30 each.

Sun-shield to fit Series V or VA, $15.

Series IV doors white/red trim, good condition, left front and rear plus one right rear, $20 each.

Contact: Bob Kennedy 789 5119.

1965 Vogue automatic Series 3, roadworthy, reg Nov '89, blue/red upholstery, 5 new radial tyres, AM/FM

radio cassette, car alarm, 68,000 miles, needs cut ann nQlish, $1500 or offer.

Contact: Ken Morton (056) 29 2341. WANTED

Dead or Alive! Old clOC'ks, kero lamps going or not, old furniture, household lots or bits. Licenced

dealer. Contact: Bob Kennedy, Ph: 789 5119.

Series 2 or 3 Vogue, auto, good condition.

Contact: Bob Kennedy, Ph: 789 5119.



PRACTICAL CLASSICS RESTORATION PROJECT
perfect it will inevitably have faded to an

extent depending on its position in the car.

By re-staining all the wood can be bought

back to a constant colour. A dark-coloured

stain should be used on the main surfaces; the

edges are lighter so can be treated with a

lighter mahogany finish.

Some may be surprised to learn that Geof

Maycock sprays the sealer on but, as he

points out, applying cellulose sealer is exactly

the same as applying cellulose paint, and not

many people aiming for a factory-fresh finish

brush-paint cars - no, I'm not trying to re­

start that somewhat everlasting correspon­

dence on the pros and cons of brush painting

that ran in the letters page a few months ago!

The procedure is exactly the same as for

spray-painting; a coat of cellulose is applied,

let dry, rubbed down with 1200 grade wet
and dry (but take great care not to go back

through to the wood, particularly on the first

coat), and then a further coat applied and so

on, until a satisfactory finish is achieved. e
Geof uses Macpherson Woodfinishes sealer;

apparently this company currently supply

wood finishing material to Browns Lane and,

although we don't suppose the same stuffwas

used when the Mk2 was 'current', at least this

material is vaguely 'original'! Final stage is to

spray on a coat of finishing lacquer; after this

has dried the woodwork is polished up.

Practical Classics. December 1988

211
First stage ofwoodwork renovation is

to remove all old vamish. After using

Nitromors as explained in the text the

old vamish is scraped off. Geoffinds it

best to scrape towards him - the blade

tends to jump ifpushed away.

212
Re-staining. The light mahogany

edges are treatedfirst using an approp­

riate medium-light wood dye; the

main parts are burr-walnut so require

a darker colour.

I TIMBER VENEERS I

It is usual to treat all the woodwork

at once. Just restoring one doortrim will

inevitably make the rest look decidedly

scruffy in comparison even though they

looked perfectly acceptable before. It is also

extremely difficult to re-stain a piece ofwood

to match another exactly. By re-staining the

whole lot one can start afresh. Compared to

paintwork, a fairly wide variety of colour can

be regarded as original, provided of course

that all wood on a particular car looks the

same! The dashboard is about the only part

that sometimes, but only sometimes, looks

right when renovated in isolation.

120

The most effective way ofremoving the old

varnish is with Nitromors. Used properly

this product is perfectly safe but take care

because it is even more effective at removing

skin than varnish. I always wear rubber

gloves when using it - eye protection is not a

bad idea either. Once the varnish has been

softened remove it from the main surface

using a cabinet scraper, but scraping towards

you - the blade tends to jump if worked

away. The edges are best dealt with by using

a N�W Stanley knife blade ?eld at 90% t� the

work. Again, only scrape III the one dIrec­

tion. The varnish remover then has to be

neutralised. It is important that this is done

properly otherwise any remaining on the

wood will react with the sealer. Geof uses

white spirit, applied with wire wool. The

wood has then to be left for at least two hours

to allow the spirit to evaporate.

Now it is time to deal with any defects pre­

sent in the wood itself. Small nicks and

imperfections can be filled using a propriet­

ary wood filler such as Brummer of an

appropriate colo!1r. Large bad areas will have

to be re-veneered however. As already men­

tioned, ours was pretty good in the main.

Following the surface repairs, all the wood­

work was re-stained. Do not be tempted to

miss this stage; even if the woodwork looks

214
Applying the cellulose sealer. This

comes 'ready for the gun'; no thinning

is needed.

21 5 Flarring down.

216
The final stage is ro polish the wood­

work. Here, the dash capping gets 'the

treatment' .



The mo1or cycle really began life as Cl tt's!

bed for the earliest internal combustion engines.

The hicycle was available and offered a cheap.

light and simple product to motorize. h therefore

$ecmed logical to attach these experimental

engines 10 its frame ('c1ip.ons' as they were

known). The ultimate result was hazardous,

nois�' and \'ery uncomfortable. but it offered the

moforist a new freedom and abo\'ealllhe public

wanlE'd it The first two of these earl�' motorised

cycles appeared in the 18EWs designed b}' Daimler

and Benz and in 1887 the first satisfactory all

English mOTorised tricycle was introduced by

Edl�'ard Butler. Perhaps the first modern looking

:TIolor tricycle \vas introduced b}' another English­

man. J.D. Roots in 1892, However. the actual

business like production of motorq.:c1es powered

b�' an internal combustion engine can be anributed

to the Hildebrand Brothers of Munich. who in

1899 introduced their 'Moton.'ad' (translated

this means motorcycle and thus the term was

originated).

The first English c",ample of the real motor­

cycle was produced b}' Colonel He Holden at

the turn of the centur�'. Howe\'er i: would be true

10 sa�' that to the earl�' mororc�'cii' industr�!.

perhaps the most famous name was Dc Dion

�oUlon - the French engine v,:hicn l\'aS instal1cd

•" so ma�' 0f the early machml's

The earl�' �Iears of this cen:�ry saw a great

:mpetus in the development of the mOIOr cycle

desp:te the man�' difficulties facing the v:ould. be

rider (e,g no springing. d:fficul1:�' in obtaining

fuel. primitive lighting. poor roads. etc.) _ It was. in

fact. two French brothers. the V..ierners. who first

introduced a motor cycle with an engine incor­

porated in the frame. This \\'a5 the style of

machine that all their contemporaries were to

follo\\' ror it offered much betlerv:eight distribution

and thus greatl�' improved both the handling

and comrolability of the machine. Indeed it

could be said tha: the introduction of the Werner

machine also provided the basis for motor cycle

racing and in 1902 these machines \\'on Virtually

all of the races they entered.

B�; 1906 there were more than one hundred

t�'pes of motor c�'cle on the English market and

these included such famous names as Triumph.

Ariel Humber. Rex. Rover and Roval Enfield.

Mngine power at this time normall�'\'ari�d between
• HP. and6 HP. and twin c)'lmder engines were

beginning to find favour through such units as

J.A P. and Minen.:a. Howe\,'er. the British industry'

was still \'ir:uall�' entireJ�' dependem on foreign

power units and it was lA'ith a bright future in view

thal the home producers realised the necessity

of building not anI)' their own machines but also

their own engines.

Bj, 1909 some of the betler known mOlOr

cj,tcle manufacturers were making their own

eng:nes and prominent amongst these were

B.S.A. James. !'\orton. Rudge-\I.,,'hitu.'Orth, Sun.

beam and Triumph and b�' the outbreak of the

First \lv'orld War the single cylinder four stroke

engine ":as being developed for light-weight

motor cycles bj,' II number of companies including

Humber and Villers. It is interesting to note that

1914 also SllW the introduction of the experimental

650c.c. vertical t\\.�n engine b!-' Triumph. although

it was to be another 21 years before it was

actuallj,' in production in 1935.

The First World War proved to be a very

important time for the motor cycle industry

where the necessity for reliability and strength

was to be of great value to the thousands of

dispatch riders.

..

.. 1912 Triumph

The demand for motor cycles immediately

after the Greal War wcs enormous with man)' ex­

servicemen ha\'ing 's!'atuilies' available to pur­

chase a machine. ManufaclUrers sprang up almost

overnight to fulfili the dt'mand. but thiS temporary

artificial sellers mc�kt?l could not last and b�...

1921 the boom ha:: :"Jrned to a slump, Some of

the old-established f:�:TlS sun.'ived the crisis. but

most of the 'ne\�' compc:<ies' were forced Oul of

business.

Of those that SUlyj\'ed. Matchless, founded

by HM. Collier. is one of the more illustriOUS. In

1931 they bought out A.J.S. and in 1937

acquired Sunbeam lalthough the assets and

trade mark of thiS latter firm were disposed of to

B.S.A in 1943). In 194i they acquired Francis

Bamett of (ovent».'. !\ol1on Motor Cycles of

Birmingham and the James Motor Cycle Company.

Amongst the other sun.'ivors particular mention

must be made of B,S.A (\A:ho subsequently

acquired both Ariel anc Triumph) Royal Enfield

of Redditch and Villiers

The late twenties to the mid-thil1ies was

something of a golden era for the British motor­

cycle industry. The domestic market was particu.

larly buoyant with prices keen. quality high and

the roads good enough and empty enough to

prOvide the motorc�'chts v..ith all of the advantages

he sought. Motor q'c1es were generallj,.' very

reliable and virtuall�' all were moderately sized

side valves. overhead \'alve singles or one of the

larger V-twins.

.... Motorbike & Bicycle show
- 1:(�-" --_.... ..'-....-.

In 1936 )\ortons introduced spring frames

and this saw the start of the development of fully

sprung motor q�c1es- onl�' one of the sophistica­

tions to be made to the motor cycle over the next

fifteen years. Throughout this period the mow,

cycle grew safer. more comfot1able. more comrol­

lable and general1�' faster However. the lat('4(1" �

also saw the introduction of the motor SCOO:�'l

and although, n01 i:Tlmedialel�' apparent ai lhe:,

time. these mach::ies were ultimately to have a

disastrous effeci on the British Motor C�'cle

industry.

Perhaps the motor q'cie racing scene was

the first to point the �\'ay to the future of the

British industr).'. The success of the Italian Giiera

in the mid 50'50 \\'as foilo",:ed in 1959 by e"en

more serious competition in the shape of tn.?

Japanese Honda. Although not winning the

1959 T.T. and despite not being taken 100

seriously in Europe, by 1961 everyone "'cS

sitting up and taking notice. Hondas expor.s

were doing tremendousl�' well and their racing

achievements were equall).' as impressive - par.

ticularly so in the enormous speeds achieved

by the smaller capacit�. motor cycles. Thus the

day of the lighv,,'eight motor cycle in compe:ition

with the scooter v,:as upon us - and converst?l�

the day of the big singles was fast falling imo

decline.
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The side valve six-cylinder engine:
mixture is fed by a downdraught

Stromberg carburetter. with auto­
matic choke. Auxiliaries and battcry

are all accessible.

mounting at the rear is afforded

through the meuium of moulded blocks

of rubber attached to the frame and to

an extcusiou of the gearbox. ThU!:i

the unit is supported well below its

centre of gravity. It is free to osciIJate,

but endwise movement is constrained

by a radius arm running from a fra�c

cross-member to the bell housing. .

The Snipe and Sixteen Engine;

The design of the Sixteen and Snipe'

engillt's is identical save for the matter

of the bon: of the cylinders; in the

Sixteen this dimensiml is 67.5 mm.,

whilst the diameter of the Snipe cylin­

ders is 7;i mm. Combined with a com­

mon stroke of 120 mm., these figures

give swept volumes of 2,576 c.c. and

3,180 c.c. respectively. In general

design both units are similar to those

which have been incorporated in the

six-cylinder Humber models during the

past season; thus a four-bearing crank­

'shaft incorporating machined counter-

; weights, leaa bronze main bearings and

steel connecting rods bored along the
webs to give positive pressure lubrica­
tion to the gudgeon pins are fe-a.tures.

Mixture is supplied by a Stromberg
downdraught carburetter having an
automatically controlled choke which
entirely eliminates attention from the
driver. Both the mixture strength and

the idling speed are automatically con­
trolled throughout the warming-up
stage. A micrometer adjustment for
setting the ignition is provided, but the,
spark advance is fuUy automatic. The
point of ad\'ance is influenced by the
manifold pressure, thus the sparking
point is dependent not only upon
engine speed, but also upon the degree

of throttle opening. The Snipe engine

de\'elops 78 b:h.p.

The dutch, of the' ventilated type, is
operated through the medium of a cable

to eliminate the possibility of engine
movement affecting the smooth Cll�

gagement of the friction surfaces. A

four-speed gf-arbox follows Humber
practice in almost every detail, syn�
chroml'sh heing provided for engage.

ment of the top and third gears. As
\,l,;e han" already indicated, the propener
shaft and r(,.'lr axle are also normal

Humbt"r products.
Tht, brakes are of the la test. Bendix

Cowdrey design in which the shoes are
. .,

(C'i\/n�i/�L'rE: D
I21Y �CHN l�a�/�Y

Leiug carried fore &.od aft along one

side of the frame. Full compensation is
afforded, one compensator being fitted

at the front to ensure equal distribu.

tioll of braking effect between each

trOnt ..... heel; this device is duplicated

at the rear, whilst a third compensator

is situated immediately adjacent to the

hmke pedal to determine the propor.

tion of effort to be exerted rl;'lativdy

upon front and rear shoes. A right-

hand urake lever situated well forward
behind the scuttle is readily get-at-able.

yet the -lever does not obstruct the
J>3.SSa8e through the oil-side iront

door.

Particular interest attaches to the
design of the steering gear; Jar ',the

drop ann of a wonn 'and nut gf'arbox

is cUlluectNI to a divided track rod,

thereby rendering the frontwheds
elltirely iodt:pcudeot of t-Uch other. A

llluf'mcl adjustablf' column enaLles

drivers of varying staturl;' to lot' accorn.

motlated at the wheel with .equal
comfort.

So iar as body lines are concPTUt-d

tht- photographs of the complete cars

speak for themselves. It should be

unort'essary to emphasize that a fine

balance between body and bODnet
length has' been arranged. The six­

light saloon gives really adequate

\ccommodation for four passengeno in

lddition to the driver, eluow-room at

the rt:ar being sufficient for all practical

purposes pven ""Iwo three large adults

ate accommodated.

The main shell of the body is entirely

of steel construction, the side awl top

pres::;iogs each being formed in one piece.

The.sunshine roof is a flush-fitting panel,

also of steel construction, which slides
in .a continuation of the rear dome of

the body, tht.'rehy eliminating allY form

oi sliding well.

Interiors of

the 27 h.p.

models.

Refined: the interior of the Humber
Snipe Imperial four-light saloon with

division.

•Humber Quality

The iuterior fittings and appoint_

ments are in the well.known Humocr

style al�d quality. the seats, squaLs,

etc.,. belOg deeply sprung and uphol­

stered in hand-sewn hide. Pockets are
provided in the doors; side armrests

and a central folding armrest are pro­

vided at the rear as weH as leather arm
slings.

Although the roof is swept in a pro­

nounced curve at the back tht'rt: is

sufficient headroom for the occupants

of the after compartment to sit upright

when wearing their hats..The jacia is

of modern design with contfOUable

lighting arranged immediately opposite

the driver. A particularly large cubuy

box on the near side is enclosed by a

lid, the face of which incorporates a

clock. Door and quarter light mould.

ings are in plastic material.

Into the tail of the body shell has

been .built a luggage locker of C4pacio1.LS

proportions without interfering .wJth

the natural lines of the body .. A DUII).­

her of large suitcases. golf bags,' �tc .•

can be carried v.;ith the lid closed,

whilst it has been designed, when open.

to act as a platf0nn for additioI)A) bag- •
gage. Beneath this cOJ;D.partment is a

spare wheel locker, the door for which

is entirely, independent of the lugga'ge

compartment. It is interesting to note

that the spare wheel locker lid, which

houses an illuminatL.od box number plate.

is fittt'd with hooks and when the lid

is remo\'cv it call be attached to, the

rear bumllt'r bar, making it possible tu

maintain a fully t-fficieut tail lamp when
changiug a whet-I. Triplt-x TouKhen('J

glass, Lu("a,s dectric l'quifJInellt. D.W .5.

four-coruer hydraulic jack::>, Dunlop

tyres and prt-ss-stf'f-) wheels are

standardized items of e<luipment.

Passenger consj�erations in the
saloon: deep cushions, centre arm­
rest, slings and many other features

are provided.
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See also the illustrations in the photogrolJUre section.

FoR a decade or more the king post
of the Humber salt's structure has

Ut"eU tht" Snipe and Sixteen models.
For J93ti these two caTS still retain

peidt" of place ill the company's pro­

gramme. despite greatly changt'd

market conditions. Largely on account

of these changes in both overseas and

home markets the directors han:

df'Cided to produce two versions of the

Snipe ror the coming season. The
existing model will henceforward be

known as the Snipe Imperial and Lt'

continued in much the same stvlt' as
Juring the past year, hut with im.
pro\'ements to detaib

The new Snipe ha$ smaller general
dim(,llsion5 and an engine of 21 h,p

rating instead of 27 h.p. as iu the

larger car

Conslderations of Spact'

As ",-ill lre seen horn the illustrations.

tht' nt'w model follows ver\' closeh'

recognized Humber practice '50 Jar "'<;
both mechanical details and bodn.,ork
ft.atur{"5. are concerned Despite a
modera tt' wheelbase dimension of 9 it
6 ins_. both the Sixteen and the Snipt,

art' capacious in the true senst' of th('

word. full anJ comfortable atTommo

dation bf"ing provideJ for [n'e 1')('rsol1:..

yt"t the overall dmlenslol\s 3ft' sud\

that tlw car should be ea<:" to handle

and manO"'u\'re -
Before J('St"flLing th�, IIe-W tar.,. III

d/'l .. il it mig-ht ht. arld,'r! th:,t ill tll!

Snipl" Imperial r .. ng., till' "I"'rt" ';.11""1:

1,( .. I� h;1� U'l'll COltll,lr':l'\'. 1l',1{ 1�111 .• 1

,'lId till' d�,)!'.I\t';I<1 (OUr'" h.,- 1 1\ \"11

sid{'r�lJ,ly illlprO\Td in !'h,-q'" "nd ... ;\k

Costing £330 (the lowest :It which
a six-cylinder Humber has ever been

offered). the Sixteen saloon, of stylish

appearance.

Humber Models and Prices

Sillt.en

Sis-nlintie,. ,,; 675 mm. b)' 120 mm., 2.576
(.C.: 16.95 b.p. Gear ralio�. 4_89. 716, 12.07
aDd 18.09 to 1. \\'-b�lbue. 9 It. 6 in •. ; tra,'\;

(lrontl. 4 It. 7."1 ina.; (rutl. 4 It. 8 in�.

Saloon .£3-30

Si,�yliD']t'I,
(.r .. �O.<j h.p

aud 1.5.9 IQ L

I:rollll. 4 f:

8�1"\'n

Snipe

, 75 mn'. by 120 mm .. 3,180

(;ear rati05. 4.3. 6.3, 10.62
Whe.. lba.�, 9 11. 6 10<'; ".,'k

71� in'; IIut). 4 h . .£��5�

Snip! Imperial

RI�.(')'hnti�,. 5' 85 min. b) 120 mm. 4,085
l',r. 268B h p t;��r ratio•. 4.3. 6,::'. 10,62

Ind 159 to 1. Wbt'l'lb&�l', 10 It. 4 in._; Had

{lront) , 4 It. 101 .. In'; (rcarl. 5 It. 0'4, ins.
8.\(oon .' .£495

J"o\lr,h�ht u.lvoll £510
Sporh nlo<.,n £5065

])"'V.heaod ('oupe £555

Pullman

; 85 mm. by 120 mm. 4.085
Cellr ratio'-, 4.3. 6.3, 10.62

Wb('>t.>]b •• �. 11 It.: track IIrnnt),

1Il'- 1'e-1I1). 5 h. Ql:, in
.£735

£735

Bodies

£97

£99
£1.01

£1,09

5'1<,'hn<l('., �.,.

c,r .. 2688 hp

anti 15.910 1.
4 It. 101.

1.imousinl'

1..11I"auk\

Th.upp and Mabert,

!'\p':n;o' hnlOQ4;;ne

iSp,.-rial hlnou�lne- "'llb boot

Bp!',.,,.] lauo.laull'l

S<:-d"!"6- de "Ill'

Nt'\, mudguards with more flowing

('Olltour" than thost> us<'d pn'\'iou�ly

11,I\'j' ('Uh:'IIl'l'J tht. 3I'pt'arao((' IlI:l.lI tlu

CU:' ill 11". r:.ll�(' Tht, Pullm:ln 111(,,!t-l

:� 1'.'lltillll'.: "i:h<lllt 1I1uch alll'r;,fi(J1!

l'lIl 1"" 1H''' ,.C1•. h t,.!>{.-. are .,,1

HUMBER

-�' namely.aspKiallimousinc and a spC'ci�l

landaulet with coachwork b}' Thrupl'

and Maberly.

One may summarize the new Slxlt'l'll

and Snipe chassis (which, by the way,

are identical) by saying that they ale

typical Humber products. An all­

welded box-section chassis Jrame car.

ries a six-cylinder side-valve engine

with unit.constructed clutch and four­

speed gearbox. transmission being hy a

Hardy Spicer propeller shaft and spiral

bevel rear axle: Evenkeel suspension,

Bendix Cfl\\-drey brakes and a cushi(lll­

mounteu radiator. fronl wing awl

bOllllct as;;.('mhly are special f<'aturt"s

To the wht'Clhase of 9 It. 6 ins. is

coupled a track of 4 It. 7i ins at the

front and 4 f1, 8 im, at the rear, whilst

the on' rail length of the complete ca r

is 14 ft. 7 ins., the- width 5 ft 10 ins

and th(' ht';ght 5 ft Si in!'

Struccural Details of Frame

Th£' frame, although similar to lh{'

Snipt' Imperial. in the sensc that it IMS

box-section mrmhers, differs malt'rially

Jrom its larg/'r protot)'pr in structural

<It'tails For examplt" th(> lramt: !i'id�

art' 110\\ quite stmight. tapnillg out­

ward,; to\'ards the ft'aT, furthermore,

th(' IJox !'('ctiOl\ is !onn('i! in such a

manm'r that the top faCl� is flat, the

weld Io/.illg nl:ldt. alollg a horizontal

<,{'am Adt-quatt' t"l'o!>s-br.H:ing is

dlITtf-,j 11\ mt';;ll'" of li,'(' C�f)s,.,-nl('nl.

I"'h, j"llI uf \\hich ;;rl' III lonx !,f"l:li"ll

�lu, L ;l!t.,n!lllll tr,IS lWl'll p;lid to 1\'

;dl :11'1",n"r'l malt"r of l,f,,1\' Ol(lUntlll�

B:,.("kl'l� an' plu\'i,l.-d (HI the si,lt-

(Right) The new

en gin e mounting

behind the gear.

box. (Inset) The

front mounting.

felt laid along the top of the frame to

assist in isolating the effect of vibration

and road shocks Jrom the body,

The suspension is of particular

interest as a modified Evenkeel

layout is included in the design. There

is also a special mounting for the front

wings and radiator-a system that is

designated by the- Humber designers a<;

.. monopoisc" A!' will he s('cn from

the drawing reproduct.'d, the individual

suspension for the front wh('('\� differs

from prc\'ious }Iumher practin. in that

the disposition and ditnt'IlS:OIlS of ('ach

upper radius arm ann tht' hul> attach

m('nts ha\'{� madp tlH indusioTI of

longitudinal radill� ro,J" Unllf'r{"j.'-;,:lrv

Thp "ul'l'''rt f,'r t1lr' \Ii' 11 hO[j. t� I'" ;"
.nk i� ft'''' UIl th, <d, ('! till' fr,l1\1l ,,(hi

a o;pr'c:;I1,..;\\in'l pill \11th SO('\\".[ :-,)(0('\1'0;

tl' an.l'kf1u'lte end\li:--,' 1,I<,'atiill: is

(left) The divided

track rod used in

conjunction wit h

the Evenkeel inde.

pendent springing:

and the box section

frame.

now used. Thc outt.'r end of the radius

arm is in the shape of a fork into

which fits the upper extremity of the

wheel pivot, an eccentric bush allowing

adjustment for wheel inclination to be

made.

A Lu\'ax hydraulic shock absorber 1S

connected, by means of a link, to each

radius arm, the bracket supporting the

damp<'r being so arranged that it lorm:-:

a stop to prevent mo\'cment of tilt'

wheel hC<"oming excessi\'e: a check strap

litted !K'tween thl' c);\remlt,. of th ..

trans\'ersc spring amI the harm hmit:;
rehound

TI1(' pawn.unit 11('"t cbirw atH'lI'
tion At Ihl' frollt {.f1d of tlH' (,ngi!i! :-.

a pn'..,�illt: ('I:llllprd tn Ill.l':� (';1 ,I:,

Ilming (;l�\ du' llH.'unllll)! ;n l!�" ��;L:ll'

l'I'illg e1k,t".'! h,- a rll]'!'( ni,.,l �;j,�:I.

I'Dint ill tl11' c('ntn A t\\'-'-I'(;:�;t
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Here rational dress is seen in all its splendour:

knickerbockers, Norfolk jacket, !rilby hat, black

stockings, white shirt and tie_ Many found the dress

ugly_ Others were outraged by it; it was considered

too mannish - in this poster by Pal the woman even

has short hair. The sense of freedom that the

bicycle gave women was partly responsible for a

corresponding feeling of assertion; she could now

indulge in a sport on equal terms with a man,

The drop-frame bicycle was invented in the States

in the late 1890s - so that women would not have to

struggle with their skirts over the crossbars, should

they choose to keep to skirts. It quickly became the

accepted convention that women would �y the

drop-frame 'ladies" model.

Lighting a cigarelle as they wait for the rest of

the party to catch up, the man says, 'You see my

dear, when you ride a Humber you always have to

wait for the others.'

A Humber was considered the superior make of

the day. Of the eighty races held in Britain between

1878 and 1890, more than fifty were won by

Humber bicycles,

In the countryside in the early days of cycling,

this minor invasion had been seen differently. Flora

Thompson wrote: 'Cyclists in their tight

knickerbocker suits and pill.box caps with the badge

of their club in front were regarded as figures of

fun. None of those in the hamlet who rushed out to

their gates to see one pass, half hoping for and half

fearing a spill, would have believed, if they had

been told, that in a few years there would be at

least one bicycle in everyone of their houses, that

the men would ride to work on them and the

younger women, when their housework was done,

would lightly mount "the old bike" and pedal away

to the market town to see the shops.'

• •
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Nevertheless, the lure of the empty countryside

usually overcame the cyclists' apprehension about

the state of the roads - and no poster ever implied

the roads to be anything but the smoothest! Leaving

the city smog to tour the countryside became a

popular pastime; guides and maps were provided

for cyclists and the wayside inns, fallen into relative

disuse with the rail\.... ays, enjoyed a revival. Humber

bicycles claimed to be the best tourers, too - this

relaxed cyclist's companions are only just rounding

the corner as she free-wheels down the slope .

•
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For a while, cycling was the fashionable craze. All

the royal families of Europe - with the notable

exception of the Keizer - indulged in il. H.G. Wells

wrote: 'The world is divided into two classes: those

who ride bicycles and those who don't.' The bicycle

was as pampered as the horse it partly displaced

and was, in many ways, treated like a horse. One

fad was to paint it in the family colours and protect

it with a similarly painted cover at night when it

was brought into the grand entrance lobby - no

outhouse for the bicycle! A lackey would bring it

round to the front door to be mounted. There was

excessive attention to dress, too: one had to look

one's best on parade. The British Cyclists' Touring

Club recommended buying, through them, a special

West of England tweed in small grey check.

•

Come ride with me and be my love,

And I will all the pleasures prove

Of sauntering in the shady lanes ...

(Anonymous, after Marlowe)

The bicycle's popularity was enhanced by the

opportunity it provided for flirtation. Since cycling

was accepted as a social form of recreation, it was

the easiest thing in the world to ride away with

boyfriend from the watchful eye of parent or

chaperon. In 1896, the Chaperon Cyclists

Association was formed in London to try to fight

back, the idea being that the chaperon would supply

her own bicycle. It was a vain attempt at stemming

the tide; the chaperon's role was doomed, girls of

all classes were freer now to go their own way.

•
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1989 OFFICE BEARERS:

The following ofTice bearers were elected at the Annual
Genf'ral Meeting:

President Graham Bradshaw

Vice President Marcus Whi te

Secretary Heather 6reaves

Treasurer Arthur Greaves

Co•• ittee MeMbers Fred Tllbot

Rob DunLop

SHORT REPORT FROM

DELEGATES MEETING OF

NOVEMBER 1988.

THE

28TH

•

STORAGE OF VEHICLES ON

PROPERTY:

PRl:VATE

Prable.s are being encountered by some

tocaL councils objecting to vehicles being

looking it the LocaL Government Act. At present

is best to avoid litigation and all publicity.

enthusiasts with

stored. AOMC is

it is certain it

CLUB PERMIT VEHICLES:

USE FOR F:I:LMS

INSURANCE:

ETC AND

Owners should be aware that the use of cars for filming ete

10r payment almost certainly invaLidates their insurance unless

speciaL permission is obtained from the insurer. In addition the

use of a Club Permit vehicle for Hire and Reward is almost

certainly 'illegal and not COvered by the provisions of the

permit. Transport Accident Commission cover will probably be lost

too because this constitutes using an un-registered vehicLe
illegally.

It the film organisers take out insurance be aware you may

be doubLe insured and have te do everything twice in the event of

a cL ill; m_

AOMC will address these probLems particularly the use of

Club Permit Vehicles in period films for hire and reward and for

��bl ie parades etc ..

••
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ClrltOO Victoria

Adl;l�u mail 10;

Rolld Trdlc �O(iry

PO. Bo:o: 119

CarllOn South ViClorl.a 3053

Mrs Heather Greoves

Hon. Secretory

Association ot Motoring Clubs Inc.

GPO 80x 2374V

MELBOURNE VIe 3001

Telephone IOJ; 345 44«

Fax� 3015 "1�

Dear Hra Greaves

I refer to your letter dated the 5 January 1989 concerning Club

Permits.

The Club Permit �e9ulation6 introduced in March 1988 treat

veteran, vintag_ and ClAssic and historic vehicles identically

and attempt to clearly specify the responsibilities of both the

RTA and Pecmit Applicants.

In line with the Road Safety Act 1986, the regulations give

RTA the discretion to reject a vehicle it does not consider

to use on a highway or to issue it a permit with additional

conditions to ensure safe use.

the

sesfe
>

Alternatively, a vehicle complying fully with recognised

standards applicable to its type and date of manufacture and

otherwise in good condition would be issued a club permit without
the imposition of additional conditions.

The regUlations also do not place any obligations on a club

regardin9 the inspection of vehicles for roadworthiness as _

vehicle condition is clearly the responsibility of the vehicle­

user.

If the vehicle has some unusual feature such as inadequate

lighting or left hand drive, the issue of the permit is largely a

matter ot whether or not the RTA considers suitable conditions to

safeguard other road users and the road environment are possible,

taking into account the particular vehicle, exposure to traffic,

etc.

The current policy on club permits for left hand drive classic

and historic vehicles is that they should be limited to military

or other specialist vehicles. Additional conditions would
normally be applied to thOSe vehicles. Other existing left hand

drive club permit vehicles would be permitted to remain in the

ache.e.

With re9ard to club permit vehicles towing trailers, caravans or.

equipment or carrying family members or club property, there 1s

no restriction at all providing the normal towing an� other

requirements are met and the permit vehicle is used in connection

with or in preparation for official activities.

Youra faithfully

c... D....\.........._._
8 C Ad._ [aan

Principal Engineer - vehicle Safety Standards
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