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118 HII'TBERETTE FEBRUARY 1985.

PRESIDENTIS REPORT

We are comi-ng to the end of my term as President, it has been a very pleasing
time. We have acquired some new members and some nice Hurnbers.

To the secretary and members Lhat nake up the committee all those that have
helped in so many ways my sincere thanks for making it a bigger and better club.

It has given me great pleasure to be able to attend the monthly meetings and
outings and have a good chat to you all

A11 positions on ttie committee will be vacant and it would be very nice to see
some new faces nominated for the committee and make the next twelve months better
than the last.

To Mrs Gordon Peace of 91 Hanmer Street Williamstown, the Humber Club offer our
condolences at the loss of her husband.

W. Holmes.

**tr*****'t************************************************************************

SECREf,ARY'S NgfES

, This year Victoria reaches it's sesquicentennial (l50th birthday to the
uninitiated!) and we are being urged to'rcelebrate'r. Our club also has an

I inportant birthday - itrs 10th.

I would like to suggest that we add another dimension to Lhe celebration and that
is to "participatetr. Some of our members have already done just that in the
Australia Day display and pageant. There will be many more opportunities for
menbers to take part in special celebrations throughout the year.

Thi.s month sees our tenth year Annual meeting and with it comes the chance tofrparticipaterf in the running of the club to be a very real force i-n determining
the celebrations for our tenth anniversary. I firmly believe that an active and
progressive club is one which involves as many menbers as possible in running
its I affairs.

IfiTI YOT' I?ANTTCTPATEI| UIS YEIR?

We need people to attend meetings, organise an event, arrange a speaker, prepare
the supper, run the trading table (and stock it), look after sales of club
regalia, organise the concours and the Presentation Dinner, write an article for
the club magazine, help with typing, run the Christmas Hamper competition,
organise a monthly raffle or fund raising activity, arrange a club outing, keep
the attendance register, etc.

If l0 or 12 people were each prepared to accept responsibility for just one of
the items listed above then what a great help it would be to your senior
executive, several of whom have shouldered many of the above responsibilities in
addition to their normal dutj-es this year. So come along ready to volunteer your
services on February 22nd.

I have been doing a spot of research into the history of our club in readiness
for our birthday celebration later this year. Here are a few interesting facts
frve discovered so far:-

T?re club was "bornrr aE the home of Lloyd Hughes on l0th October Ig75.

It uas originally'the Humber Owners CIub but became Humber Car club (Vic) at its:
second meeting on 0ct. 30th. 
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Inaugural club run vas to Kinglake National Park on November 9th 1975.

Foundation President was Lloyd Hughes (Lloyd is currently our Vice President aad
AOMC delegate).

Tr*o other Foundation Comnittee nenbers are sLill rrith the club. They are Des

Judd (Secretary) and Bob Kennedy (Vice President). Perhaps some one could rrrite
an article on History of the club for publishing in the club magazine later this
year.

, Finally I would like to congratulate the committee on the work i-t has done, during
the past 12 rnonths and to thank all those who have helped ne during my second
year as secretary. I can rsgermend the position as an exciting and chall-enging
experience to anyone who would like to have a go in 1985.

Happy Humbering,
Margaret.

************************************************************<******{cf**{.*X*****f

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF HCCV HELD AT DEEPDENE ON 25-T.85.

The President opened che meeting at 8.30 pn and welconed the 32 nenbers and \
visitors present i-ncluding visitors Roy and Merle Pepprell, Norm lJatt and Roo

Donnison (1935 Humber Hearse). \*

APOLOGIES: Bob Bruce, June Short

MINUTES: Minutes of the 1ast. neeting r,rere read and accepted as coffect.
2

Moved Bob Kennedy, seconded Peter Davenport.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:
Paul Carter represented the Club as a judge at the Wolseley Concours

held at Deepdene Park 0va1. This appeared to be an excellent venue for such an
occasion. Facilities of the ha1l were also included in the day rental of $25.

Norm hlatt reported that Ehere was nothing further on the issue of
original Black and White number plates.

C0IRESPONDENCE: In - W. O'Meara (Timor West) W.P. Riley (Canberra - cars for
sale. AQMC: 1985 Anerican Motoring Show. Werribee Park Corporation: Cavalcade
of transport. Dept. 0f Premier: Australia Day Pageant. Mr Edwin Roberts (t{A): \z
re membership. Membership Application from J. Serve, M. Atkins. Austin Motor
Vehicle Club: Kalorana Rally. AOMC: 1985 motoring events calendar. MG Car Clttb: \!-/

Interclub Concours and Historic Race Meeting. Peninsula Aero Club: Airshor
and display, Tyabb. Unique Cars: re nehl magazine.

Out - 4 membership application forms. D Shore: wedding
congratulations. Dept. of Premier: Australia Day Pageant.

CLUB NEhISLETTERS: HCC of Aust,, N.Z. and S.A., Wolsely, C.H.A.C.A., Chevrolet.
Correspondence received moved Rob Dunlop, seconded Jack Waring. 

,

TREASURERS REPORT: The Treasurer thanked Keith and Margaret Willinott for keeping
the books during his absence and reported a credit balance of $1330,29 as at
25-1-85. Treasurers report accepted, Moved David Dunlop, seconded Patricia Daly,

EDITORTS REPORT: As Barry had to leave early the secretary passed on his
request for articles or items suitable for the magazine. Bob Kennedy aad .Iack
Wari-ng indicated five items for inclusion.

GENERAL BUSINESS: Screen Printing: several members offered to investigate
screen printing of Humber design ont.o silk scarves. Patricia Daly is
investigating supply of these through a trade outlet.
a-' 1.
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RADIATOR CLEANER: Norm Watt reported on the use of TEEKAY radiator cleaner in
his Snipe 80 with excellent results.

QITEA'NSCLIFF OUTING: Feb 10th members were referred to the Jan Newsletter for
details.

\ , SUAP Mffit: Club members will have stalls at the CHACA Swap Meet on Feb 17th at
Chirnside Park. Club regalia will be on sa1e.

AUSTRALIA DAY PAGEANT: Secretary requested a volunteer to fill the vacant space
available as Ronrs ambulance is not yet completed. Des Judd offered to arrange a
oar.

AIINUAL MEETING: The President announced that this will take place on February
22nd when all committee positions will be declared vacant. It is intended to
organise a social sub-committee to assist with club funcions this year

I DEEPDENE HALL COMMIfiEE: Margaret and Keith l{illimot reported on a meeting of
' this cmnittee at which they represented HCCV. Fees should remain static for
I f985 but some improvements to Lhe facilities are contemplated.
v

Geoff Day offered to prepare an HCCV Honour Board from materials supplied by the
club. This would be perrnanenLly hung in the Ha1l and would provide some
advertising for the club

@NCOURS JUDGING FORMS: Following discussions on the re-designed judging forms
s plrblished in the January Humberetie iE was decided that they 6" u.l"pied as

amended. Problem areas would show up once they were tried.

FOR SATES FR0M THE FLOOR: The following members have details of the cars as
listed

Bob Kennedy: Series I Snipe $100tt rr Series III Snipe Silver Bray, rnodified offers wanted.
Jack Waring: Series IV Hawk - in car yard $895.
Des Judd: 1960 Hawk: Reg to May V.G.C, price negotiable.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 pm and was followed by
supPer.

&&&&&G&4& &&C*U${$4Je&&SS&&G&+S&S+&+&4&G&G&&SOS&+&JJG&&++t+f+++++++tf+n ++++6+f++nr++++f+f+++4+++f+++++++++rr++ff+++f+++++++++++4.++++++++

WANTED TO SELL

DISCLAIMER: The club and it's committee shall not be held responsible for any
transactions begun through contacts nade through the club or its newsletters.

Series Snipes IVs & Vs 3 of, in various mechanical and body conditions, good
transmissi-ons and interior woods and tri-ms. W. 0tl"feara, RMB Tinor West, 3465.
054- 61 2282.

Wanted: Starting handle and heater controls to suit Mark VI Hawk also wrecking
ser V.A. S/Snipe. Rob dunlop (03) 439 7059.

1966 S/Snipe V Black int. good trans 1eak, needs respray. $250.00. Contact Peter
Norman (054) 94 3061(BH) (054) 94 3261 AH,

**{cfi************+**S****************&********:*******************************,tr**
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Members and vehicles attending club run to Queenscliff 10.2.85. Peter Davenport
V.A. Arnold Goldman V, Vic & Glad Wilson IV, Rob & Barb Dunlop & Family VA, Bob
Bruce & Margery VA, Ron & Ellenor Forth & Mrs Forth IV, Barry & Diane Bosnich
& Family II, Bill & Joan Holmes II Estate, David Dunlop vogue Sports, Keith &
Marg Willimott II Hawk Estate, Jack & Sybil Waring IV, Apologies from Bob & Nancy
Kennedy.

******************************************************t******+*aF******.*******4.**

EDITORS REPORT

Thanks must go this month to Max Heazlewood for hls excellent coverage of ourttt84 Concourstt at ttBallam Parktt. A11 pictures in his feature are available from
Max as color slides or prints at. nomi-nal charge. Those interested contact- the
Club who can arrange with Max any orders thaL arise.

Barry.

++ &+ +G4&O+ +J&+ &&+++r++++r+nr+++++*********************************************:fi:laF**+*:F***********

for the Super Snipe

Dual headlamps

ELEGANT NEw STYLING, tOgethCr with
improvements in the interior appoint[ents
and engine running confum tlrc disc-
braked, 3-litre Humber Super Snipe as lhe
most luxurious and bestcquipped car cvcr
produed by the Rootes Group.

Rootes designers have given the front of
this latcst Humber a new line, incorpora-
ting-for the first time in a British car-
dual headlamps.

Set side-by-side in pairs, thc four lamps
ffank a full width, wrap.round radiator
grille and blend gracefully into the lorv,
handsome bonnet line,

But the dual headlamps ar€ not mercly a
styling feature. Each ncarly six inchcs in
diameter, they producc considcrably im-
proved lighting. Thc dual arr.ngprmt
girB gr€ater penetration and tb bcct
possiblc light pattem, while avoiding dazzlc
when dipped. Extensive tertiry has ptored

Contributed by: Des Judd

thcsystcm to beorpof tlrcsafestand most c&
cLntcarlightiog arrangcments in tlrc world.

Thc intcrior of thc Super Snipe is nov
6Gn mone luxurious. Thc dccfly up
holsts€d scats, *hbh caD carry six in full
comfort, have becn rcdcsign€d to providc
morc freedom in the front and grcatcr lcg-
rooE at tlre rear. The folding ta-bles, rhc
arh-trays and the cigar lightet for rear s€at
passcogers have becn rcdsigned, and each
of thc individual front scats, which arc
ofrqed as optional extras, fold doryn and
haw furdividual ccntn anrl*csts, altbouf[
tbcir xfoe remains unaltered.

Thc rrcw Humber is made fironc com-
forteblc by an irirprovcd systcm of draught-
kcr vcntilatioo, thc volunr and dirccrion
ofnhbh can bcteguletcd by th drhrf ad
Fals.qFrsi and which tatcs fresh air to any
p.n d thc int rior.

$fuy ii an importaot fcaturc. To thc

ridahm tilhting.od rhc aood viribiliry
providcd by th wrap.rotrod froat aad rqr
ssecns b added strbb rod-holdiq and
disc ffi c rh frutvhccb. All b*rb
arc sqvo-rsricd aod all dm.rs ar! aow
fittcd rith c*tra srft, child-proof loctr.

Srrspci{n improncsrnts girc thc per-
rcrrgrrr of tbc rw Humber an aen sanoottl-
cr ridc, rld inpocd fusuhtirm has furtb.r
rpdurd nrid aoisc. Thc pqrc*il ec-
litre coginc, whkh dcvcbpo lD.5 b.h.p.
at 4,&l r$.s- har abo ncirrcd mdib.
tim rHlcapherirc rnqc tlrrn cs tb
qnlithr of rchrcd flrororin&

Tbcrc arc nolrl nclv colours anilrblc
for thc SW Snipc, *hhh is anihbb b
3rloooi tostirs limou*rc ard cctatc crr
form. Opdooal crtrrc arailrbb irctud.
fully rlflqtic trancotitsioo, oncnlritc d
po{!rcpcflSd 3tccriru; as rcB rc in'
divialul rcLlinS fiut $ats.

HUTBER SUPER SNIPE
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E1 there fellor Humberers,
Ag 1985 gathero pace, enterlng the second. roonth, Iwoul.d. ]ike
to lnfonn you all that I shall be taking over edltorlal dutles
from Roee Brornley, rho dld a flne job 1n 1984 Uut has declded.
that he rouLd 11ke a reat( rrlter.e cramp Ross? ).

Ross ghall contlnue to look after Club memberehlp renerals
so please for"rard your nemlttances to hlm ae they falL due.

All Hun&en nelated ners, toplcs, polnts of lntereat and so on

nay be forrarded to ny honp addrees belng 5 Wood.rand. Ave.
Illllcrest Bunnle 732Q or, you nay phone me at OO4 Jl 2894 betreen
1pn aad 9pn

Due to unforgeen clncunstances qulte a nunber of membene fnom
tbe Xorth of the etate, myaelf and farally included., were r:nable
to attend the Auetralla Day reekend. get together in Hobart.

I hope thoee rho d.Ld, attend. had a most enjoyable time.

Ilght I euggeet to the Southerrr rembers (rhlch conalsts of half
thc gtate reEbereblp ) tnat they duly elect someone to act as

arct rep. and l1ase vlth nygelf on Hr:mber nelated matters. It
rorrLd be atee to hean fronr sorpone belor the 37th Panallel just
to let ue knor that you do exlet.

fhle month a ner addltlon hae been nade to the Heazlewood.

Hunbene la the form of the ex Ross Bromley blaek Serles Two

Super Sn1pe. As Rose le ln the procesa of movlng house and dld.
not have the spaeer I have declded to llghten hls burd.€rr sotrE-
rlrat by eupBlylag a ner roost fon thle Snlpe to perch upon.

Tlth a llttle mechanical rork and general bod.y cosnetlcs I
ahould end up rith qulte a snart car.

Thle nodel 1e qulte rare ln thle state, Dennls Vlneyts cones
to mlnd. as a flne exanple of thle nodel along rlth 8111 Plercere
receatlyaaqulred. model rlth the glaee dlvls1on. Thls car orlglnally
eare frou Hobart ( ao Snlpes have mlgrato ry hablte? ).

Uonk on Ey ner garage rorkshop eouplex fe pnogresslng nlcely,
gettlng ready for the long aralted. horc conlag of rly lg|,?-lftj



Super Snlpe whlch has spent the laet 22 months ln atorage.
A oltuatlon I have not rel,ehed, but far better than

belng: er_oosed to the elenents for tbat perlod of t1re. I rould.
very much 11ke to hear from anyone rho has in thelr poeeealoa
or knows the whereaboute of any UkZ-J sparea, or coqllete

, car8. n-rnnlng or otherrige.

In the latest edition of the H.C.C.A. jou:r'nal I came acroos
an lnterestlng artlcle rhlch bears repeatlng for tbe benlflt
of Tasrnanlan H. C, C. memberg.
nsomeone once sald. that the membershlp of a club la nad.e up

of bones:-
i Thene are WISIIBONES sho spend theb tlre rlshrng

that soneone else would. do the vork.
lr Thene ane JAWBQ{ES rho do. all the.talklng but very

l1ttLe of anythlng elee.
c There ane &{UCKLEBONES who knock everythlng that

soneone else tr.les to d.o.

r Flnally thelr are the BACKBO$ES rho get und.er the
wonkload and. get on wlth the job.

WHICH KI!{D OF BONE ARE YOU?

SPARES DEI{I.
Do Tasmanlan mernbers reallze that ner rlndaereen rubbera are
avallable for Serlee 1 r2r3r4r& 5A Snlpee. Also boot nubbers
to sult same. Had a good. look at your nubbens lately? If
you are interested ln replacements coataet me and I eball
for.rard. the relevant lnformatlon. Hatk and Vogue otnera
contact ne and. I eha1l end.evour to keep you laforped as to
availab11llty.

If you ane havlng dlfflculty tn gettlng the coneet repl.ace-
ment fan belt you w111 flnd, that the Xlteublehl Slena belt le
id.entical and ls far supenlor to the nEl Cheaporr varlety.

Happy Eudcrlne
Iax Heazlerood,.

III|ItIMtIMI r!lt|:I tltll|ttlrl l. ll|lcltllrtlrrrrtr.I]Extrl



tbc &ilfla Feb 1985

Uk 1V Super Snlpe.

'' OUTBTGHT NINNER I'

1926 Roadster.

Orned by Bob & Nancy Kennedy
theee cara are sinlgly superb

N PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP 'I
A rel1 deserved n1n
by Patrtcla Daly and

her beautlfully presented
Serles 111 Hawk.

{II PRE UARX CI"ASS 'I

'1926 Roadster.
II I{ARK CI"ASg I'

''MOSf, DESIRABTE CAR''

Nancy Butt beamlng

wlth prlde beslde
her superb Series 1V

Super Snipe.

Des Judd ls the proud
owner of thj.s lmposlng
Serles5ASupen$ni.pe.

II SERTES CI,ASS tI



Our
B111

the

esteered lead.er
Ho1ree anouncea

claea rlnnerS.

Norm Vlattsr 19tu
Snlpe 80 add.s a

touch of class to
the proceedings.

The Humberette Feb 1 985

'ICAR OF T}M YEART'

llargaret Wllltmt I s

Serlea 11 Vogue

neetlee bctrecn tro
of her claggratee.

I
The hard wor.klng
conmlttee tally up

the score sheets.
Clockrlee (f, to n)
l[argaret lYl111not,
BtIl Holmee, Bamy
Bosnlch & Rob Drrrlop.



lln Euscrctte Feb 1985

A rare slght lndeed
ras this 1962 Lagonda
Raplde four door saloon.
nar{acr afted. al-lumlnium
over tubular steel
spaceframe and using the
4 litre DOHC stralght six,
One of two ln the countny.

A touch of Americana
was provlded bY thls
1937 Auburn 4 door with
the "Trallblazer" llghts.

Lloyd Hr.rghes' charmlng
1926 Tourer, ltself
qulte a rarity.

I
&rlc Orande' s

ngalflccnt Ik 1

b1pc. fhe Claeelc
EtrDcr of the Post
ftr .yaare.

\-Z
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OF I{ISTONY
A.B. Derwus relatcs haw thc 1908 TT race was a partiatlaily signifuaw anent -d redlk a rntshnblc engircq wln designed tlrc oaqluad camslwft Hunba^s which nok prt.

nf thc sir Tourist Trophy
[.ln-." h€ld in the Isle of Man
betreen l9O5 and 1922 no two
ww totally alike. This was not
tokly becanse in 

"ny 
two or more

;rG$s' nreg the contestasrts will
b;tly bc diftrent and so will
thir crrrs, but bccause in the case
of Ghe Tourist Tro'phy Races run
m Manx soil the regulati'ons ggv-
erniry the races and even the
hogh of the cours€s to b€
covced wene tkmselves sub-
iccrd so ar*ry variadom.

The 3owraiA 6ctor in thc first of thcse
m in 1961 rrc oc of 6rc1 coosurnption,
orc 6ltba bdry dtmrcd fw *cty 22Lh
mikr d&c Gilrrr. The 6$wing year the
hqt& d fhr rre vs mduced from 208
miler o 161 adlcr ed et the srrnc tirne the
H rr ct rt 2t oiles pcr gallon, an
uelpt cssrbdnadoo which sas unpopular
*ith*meoddrives. In 1907, with
6d btrtins rtill in brce tbc raci dis-
mc rrr iffiscd toe totel of 24 l. 6 miles.
ViA e *$*n entry lict rod very incle-

ment conditions only rwo cars managed to
complete the course at all

It was by now obvious that if the whole
idea was not to die for lack of support the
regulations would have to be drastically
changed. Accordingly, in 1908 the govern-
ing factor was a limitation of cylinder bore,
the maximum set being 4" hence the
race for this ye"ar became universally known
as the 'Four-Inch' Race. There was a

minimum weight stipulation of t6OO lbs for
the chassis and the course was extended to
338 miles. Vhereas previous cont$tants
had by and large resembled touring
machines of the period, for l9O8 some much
'hairier' rnachinery made its appea.rance and,
furslrer, l8 of the 39 entraots wec foreign,
thus giving thc whole eyeot a mucJr more
internationd flavour than it had ever hrd in
the pst. This 1908 firce s.a!i also the last
motor race in which that notable vcteran

J.W. Stocks cornpeted as a driver. His
mount on this occasion was a 30hp4-cyl. De
Dion Bouton, linered down to briog it
within the 4" bore regulaion. Although a '
much fancied erttry, Stocls, "las, was forced
to retire on his 5th lap with clutch trouble.

Prior to the race there was some anxiety
that the regulations would permir c,us to

compete that would be capable of dangemus
speeds on the decidedly difficult course. Tbe
Motor, writing retrospectively of the 1908
race prior to reporting the 1914 TT (which
was the next ro be held on the Island)
remarked that the 1908 event had had a
great influence on the future design of high-
performance cars.

The winner, after a keenly conrested race.
was W. lV'atson with one of rhe rwo 4-cyl.
Huttons, in rality in Napiers disguisc, for
Napiers at thc dme were such ardent rdvo-
cates ofsix cylinders that they dare not own
co competing in so important an event in a
car of merely four cylindcrs. Hd thcy bcen
able to foresee with cenainry the win chat
only iust came their way with the Hutton
chey might have bcen glad to bask in the
ensuing publicity!

Strongest contenders aparr fiom l7atson's
favoured Hutton (his team mate Stiding
crashed at Ballig Bridge) were the Darracqs,
of which a tsiln of three, driven by Algy
ke Guinness, A.E. George and A. Rcwlin-
son, were also held to have a good chance of
victory. George in fact put up the fastest lap
time and n'as srill closely chall-enging lZatson
aod his own team-mate Guinness right up tb

(Coatia*cd)



TIIE AUTOMOBILE. OCTOBER I9B.I

Tbe Danacq tcam for tlx race at tbeir HQ. the

Fort Aanz Hotcl.

Th anfortznate Capper cottriud to invvt bis
Metallwgiqae in practice, a: portrayd bre

valves had exposed springs. The body was
exiguous, consisting only of two bucket
seats and a bolster tank and a.platform for the
rear-mounted spare whdels. \7ith their long
raked steering columns and Humbers'own
design of quick-detachable cenrie-lock wire
wheels they presenrcd a much more daring
appearance than had their eadier srable-
mates. Bore and stroke were 4" x 63/c"
(102mm x l70mm). The exposed ergines

the final lap. George also put up fastest time
fbr the 8rh lap in an effort to make up for
time lost in a stop co change all four wheels.

This Four-lnch' Race was generally con-
srdered to be by far the best ofthe pre-1914
races held on the Island, and if it was the
onlv moment of glory for rhe transient Hut-
ton as a make. rt did bring into physical exis-
tence rhree cars thar are ofparticular interest
to the writer and whrch have to a great extent
been shrouded in mystery. These were the
overhead camshaft Beeston Humber racers,
of which three were built and two took part
in the race, driven by Jimmy Reid and
tf(/.G Tuck. Humber Ltd. also entered a

Coventry Humber racet of impressive
appearance designed, and driven in the
race, by G.\U?.A. Brown. However, quite
apart from a series of misfortunes and tyo
bad smashes in practice, Brown's 4-inch
bore and 6-inch stroke Coventry Humber
was very heavy at 2,032 lbs and very slow in
Brown's hands. His practice troubles only
just allowed him to get the car to the starting
line for the race and he was qonstantly in
ttouble with an ailing car, retiting when in
last but one position on the sixth lap.

The two Beeston Humber racers (or three
if one counts the spare practice car) were a

compkre departure from anything hitheno
fielded by Humben, who had competed in
all the previous TTs. Partly, no doubt,
because of the regulations for each race

Arol-Jobastol u4J no, d neu n*rnc ot tbe TT
reac, bauing uon tbe ewnt in 1905 and mtrd
in 1906. Dario Rata, th driar of No. 16 in
tbit $ot uat tomake a contidzrable nzrufor bin-
sclf at a dritr of nany maket , Ssnbeam pabaps
being tlx mort sucesrful. In this race lx retircd 0n

the 4tb lap uben lving in 10th position.

Humbers' previous entries had appeared
very 'touring' and prosaic, though in fact
they exhibircd a fair turn of speed. The Bees-
ton Humbers of 1908 were of very different
calibre.

Gone were the familiar Beeston patrern
radiators, gone too were the high up-srand-
ing touring bodies and humble side valve
engines. Instead was an engine 'ol>en' at the
front with radiator mounted in Renault fash-
ion behind; an overhead camshaft driven by
veftical shaft and skew gears from the front
of the enginc met one's gaze. The overhead

W. Wdtton, tbe iltimatcuilttt, uitb th Hu-
ton (nill exrant, fornrretely). Bebind hin is
anotbel of th Anol-Jobnsnu.

were pmtect.d by a wire mesh cege
unhesitatingly termed a 'mea6aft'. Th€
inlet manibld, on rhe oftide of the errgine
was ofa strange ring pattein, as Eray be seen
frorn thephotographs. Coatalen fitted avery
similar design in his 1912/lJ Coupe de
I'Auto Sunbeams, of whkh the late Michecl
Sedgwick resrarked 'which makes on€ yon-
der why arry nasce'n! bhp wcne not
immediacely stifled ar birth', but he gocs on
to quote I7.F. Bradley's comment tha tlresc
(the Sunbeam engines) 'were undoSredly
the most efticient L-head engines evq buih'
(up ro thar time, of course). No* C,maten
himself drove one of his Hillman-Coaralen
racers in the 1908 TT (Car No. 6 in the race)

'lVatson going all ost wirb hfu uinaing H*on.

E .IV . Lalis at the utheel of hit Deaty bearing tbe

legend 'bng Span', Pilaps thu rclatd to tlx
lax of tbe fiu laps thet he complued, uhrch twk
bim no las then 4 bons 4 miaata and 6.4 w-
ondt!
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and as an old Humber man himselfhe had no
doubt had a good look at the Beeston
Humbcr racers when they were on the
Island. Had he perhaps been sufificiently
convinced of the unlikely merits of this inlet
manifold design to incorporate something so

very similar in his highly successful Coupe
de I'Auto Sunbeams?

'The writer has becn fortunate to come by
a number of photographs and other related
material on the 1908 Beeston Aumber racers
through the family of the man who perhaps
more than any other had a major hand in
their design, TheodoreJames Biggs. He was
an ex-cycle man with early and varied experi-
ence in thf motor industry. He spent two
spells at Hurnber Ltd during the first of
which he was at Beeston and records in his
diary '19O8 (a few months): migrated to
Covenry Works with most of Beeston stalF.
He hd edier moved house in Beeston in
Junc and September 1907, and since he was
assistaot to T.C. Pulliirger who was himself
the rnairspring of Hurnber;' co'rnpetition
activitics and in whose narne the rwo-Bees-
ton ohc cer wele enterod for the 1908 race,
it is cenaio drat Biggs had much to do with
this rwolutionary design.

spares car as a replacement, but this car, alas,
was already on the quayside at Ranrsey
awaiting shipment home. A rush was made
to obtain the needed spare and in rwenry
minutes the part had been fitted. However,

A dorc-ap of tbe obc Beoon Hsmbq cngine shou-
ing tbe diue to th o*rbud czmrhaft, tlt acpotd
aahn springs and tbe znzrual inlzt nanifolding.
Tbis sborU bz canpared uhh the inl* si& of th
practkc car't engine at tbe beginziag of
tbis article.

$$$.
$,:"$, $ :

: .':ri::iis3':

,
l*

A ftiad utb sigad tbe drauiag on tln ohucrse

*lt at 'F.G. Elm Hw*' drcu tbfu graphic
i@trl;tinn d tbe Hatoa at ryet for Wdtton.

la ttrc rre i*elf the two Betston Hurn-
bcrr we cwrsi&nably frster than Brown's
Cmatty car, Tuck 4d Reid being second
ard drird in the eatly stages. Reid had the
nic6ltunc to bcak a stcedng arm on the
td &ry, cobblcd up a fury-rigged repair and
sffsgghd to the pits. Sorneooe had the idea
of nelciag ure of the $eering-arm from the

kih fu Ewtoa Hzmber at tlte Rantq pitt
do*gn&Cutala in w af rhpir af Hitl*za-
Cutalcn r*ts in tbis a'ent.jw

Sii,

* ** il* *
ffilns ffi****ffi-

Hurnber luck was out, for Tuck retired with
ignition trouble and Reid's steering again
gave trouble and he crashed.

Certainly two of the 1908 ohc cars sur-
vived, one ofshem being converted for road
use by Covcntry engineer E.IZ. kwis who
had driven the Deasy car No. 2) in che 1908

A uorfu fiot of Reid in tbe fint ol thc
anavtal Beeston Hnnbers. Tht car. wbich dis-
plays nany detail differencu from rbe later tu",
race can diaen by Reid and Tack. u,as the sPare

race (see illustration). In converted form it
was described and illustrated in Tlx Attocar
of 3 December 1910. The othercarwas illus-
trated in the same iournal inl9l2, though
in the lacer case it had been so altered in
appearance as to be barely re<ogoisable for
what it really was.

The element of mystery doesn't end here.

On 10 April 1909 Pullinger i4vircd Biggs to

foin him in his move .from Humbers to
Arrol-Johnston, which Biggs did, becoming
responsible for the design of the t1.9hp,
l1.9hp and 2).9hp cars that formed that
Company's new production range. Pul-
linger's arrival ac Arrol-Jghnston sparked off
a marked degree of interest on that firm's
pan in comperition mororing, something
rather outside their earlier image (even ifone

. (Contiard)

..- R'
$:* W,5,'.F
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T** ia th wnd Bcston car.

di*umts e 190J TT win and entry in the
lS6 rod lg0Sraces wirh oo s,rccessi, i*t as

Rdliagu't trival at Humber Ltd. had done
sc yerrs previonrsly. Pullinger had been a
ercigb of Lalis Helv€ Cmtalen for whom
rr6'qg rlmaiocd ttrc spice of life even beyond
thc h€?dry of funbcam succcscs. Reid dso
w:at with Rrllinger *d Biggts ro Arml-
Johmon md drove for chem in rhe 19 I I and
1912 CqrF de I'Auto ftrces.

Nory, ifooe digs around a bit it scems that
rlrrril-Johrutoo int# to field an over-
hcrd camstsft enginc for their 1911 Coupc
& IAuto rrccts but it prorcd abonive and
!b acturt eauiis bad side-valve engines.
AS,, dre filliogefiiggs arrival at Arrol-
Johnston ieftcd rhat Company on a long
lorc rffeir with rear rrrountd radiators i la
Regeult. Is ttrre a rie-up here between rhe
l9O8 Bccsma fi cars and the alas abortive
drc qic iaaodcd frAnal-Jotuston? This
wricer thiols there could well be but with-
out a sight of any detaild informatinn or
bcter still, drawings or phgtograpbs of thc
rnysterious Arol-Johnston engine wirh
overhead camshaft there is no real evidence.
Can anyone throw any light on rhis ohc
engine and perhaps prolong the 'Four-lnch'
history to rhe might-have-beens of the
Coupe de I'Auto, from which in turn sprang
Peugeot's 2-ohc design that w,rs ro

revolutionise the racing scene from then on?
It is too far fetched to imagine rhat Biggs'
1908 ohc Humbers actually influenced
Peugeot, but it is ironic, is it not, chat
Burgess should have so closely copied
Peugeot with the l9l4 TT Humbers (as did
Coatalen for Sunbeam). It is equally ironic
that che prororype design by Burgess ofthe
pct-war 3Jitre Bentley chassis was so close
a copy of his 1914 TT Humbers which in
their turgr were close copies of the racing
Pzugeots. So close was rhis relationship,
indeed, that in the early 1920's when C.G.
Brocklebank wanted to renew the frame of
his 19l3 Coupe de I'Auto Peugeot he used a

Bentley frame! This Bentley frame was the
one used for Bentley Motors' first ever
experirnenal 3-lirre and which having been
discarded at a slightly later date by Bentley
Mocors had been left hanging in the rafters
until it was disposed of ro Brocklebank

trqr

Tuo rbofi of tbe Buston car ndifidfor road ate
by E.lV. I^euis in 1910.

However, the writer has a good deal of 'evi-
dence' to suggest that this selfsame No. I
Bentley frame may well in Fact have been a
1914 TT Humber frame . . . but the details
of that are anorher story. There are more
things in heaven and earth . . .

And, of course, while Humbers never
developed their TT design of 1914, Bentleys
made their first major (aod successful) co.rr-
petition appelrance in the Iselr of Man fi of
1922 . . . the last on Manx soil.

The writer is sincerely grateful ro Miss K.
Biggs, Mrs J. Helsby and The Manx
Museum and National Trust for photo-
graphic material. A.B. DEMAUS

Anc of tbe Bee}fr' carr pbotograpbed in the
Hmber Vorks before ,be race 

- mot probabll
inmedianly befue utting ozt for Liaerpool and
tlte bknd. lt caries onc of tlx Tradt Plates allv-
cated to Hambr Ltd.. DIJ-26-D:

Tln'onl otber Htmber entry in the 'Fotr-lnch'
Race uas this Cotttntry Htmber &signed and dri-
an b7 G.\V.A. Brottn.

graphic material.

Tlx sqoad of tlx race can rccn in ttx Hnnb
V orhs ad uuriag DIJ -24-D.
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VALVE RADIO'S

Wireless receiving equipment specially designed for installation in motor cars has been
available since the early 1930's and prior to 1959 all car radios (or wireless sets as they
were called then) were fitted with valves. From 1959 to about 1962 they contained a
mixture of valves and transistors and more recently equipment has been fully transistorised.

To accomodate valves and other bulky components earlier sets were large and in order
that they could conveniently be fitted into a car the radio amplifier, speakers and tuning
device were often supplied as separate items. Early sets were relatively expensive (the
cost of a set just after the Second World War amounted to about three times the average
weekly wage at that time) but they were also very well built and were reparable throughout
and many valve radios that have been fully restored to 'as new condition' will give a
superior overall performance when compared with their modern counterparts.

If you buy a car radio of any type, but especially an older one, it'is advisable to ensure
that it is complete. Internal components such as valves etc. can be replaced (some are
rather expensive but at least are still available) but external parts such as knobs and
tuning dials that may be missing are often irreplaceable.

If your set has a separate amplifier, but is missing and is not available (or a suitable
alternative) a specialist would be able to make one.

There are certain basic mistakes to avoid when dealing with a car radio. Firstly when
connecting the set to the power supply do observe the correct polarity; this is vital when
the set incorporates transistors but is not so important on some earlier all-valve sets.

Never switch on a car radio installation irnless the speaker is connected as this can cause
a great deal of damage to the radio.

Make sure that the correct fuse is fitted. Early wireless sets required fuses up to 5 amps
or even 8 amps in some instances, whereas a lamp fuse will suffice for most modern
radios.

Speakers are not a problem, in that you do not need to worry about polarity when wiring
up the speaker unless more than one speaker is being installed, however, the wiring
connections to speakers should be soldered.

Valve radios always had 3 ohm speakers but these are no longer available and if you
need a modern substitute a 4 ohm speaker will be suitable.

Bear in mind that a radio or amplifier which contains valves produces heat and should
be installed in a well ventilated position. Cheap aerials are to be avoided, a good quality
aerial will perform better and will also keep out water thus preventing internal short
circuits between the aerial lead and its casing.

All electrical connections should be perfectly clean and a brass suede brush is a useful
tool in this context.

Vhen a radio ceases to work the first thing to check is the fuse. On no account should
a heavier fuse be installed, but if fuses of the correct amperage are repeatedly blowing,
expert advice should be sought.

It may seem an obvious statement but radio components deteriorate through sheer age
whether they are in use or not, and as a radio is hardly an assembly which lends itself
to partial restoration, if the maximum reliability is wanted and although a complete
restoration may seem expensive it will probably prove cheaper in the long term than
returning to the repairer at intervals to have different components replaced or repaired.

a



IG! t!il tu Flm3lr ml'tct lcadcr
b.Anrtnlir p lar thb year ir Da

crtcmt! I rmc sNrFbe foryotr to So I thought it would bc €rlli8hE3in8 to
look at the marlet picnrre fmm this point
of view,

What lrou do is tlle cech facbry and
brcak oNrt their barlged or borrowed prod-
ucts.

With Ford it is easy, you d€duct all
Mazdastrrced products.

With GME the first step is to &duct
Nissan-sourced Astra and all Isuzu-
sourced products - Gffiini. Jackaroo,
Rodeo; Sbuttle asdJhe Isuzu tnrcIs. (You
have to wonder about whether 'Com-
modore and Camira are Holdens or Opels
but if you strip them out there is not much
left - especially since the chopper has
fallen on trVB production *iich, of currse,
marks the end ol'"Iloldsn").

Toyota, Nissan and Mitsubis[i atr oot
yet on the receiving end of badgeogin.
eered cars so there is no deduction from
their sales line-up.

But bow tbe picture changes - as lle
next table showing total market by trsu-
facturing source (below) shows:

Total Market - By Manufacnring
Source
Toyota........ ........... 86,?52
Mazda Motor Corp.. .. 72.{53
cMH.......... .........-.6?,820
Ford..........- ........-. 51.660
Nissan...-.... 152(5
Mitsubishi........-.--.--..--.-. -......., {15fG

when you tdke sourciag as the
cnterion. To-vota is clear market lea&r
for this year followed bv Mazda. And lml.
rt Gl,lH - the tbird dace getter - el
wer Ford with Nissan arld Mitsubishi
bringing up tbe rear.

_ -The passger lfurcs sbw hov stlug
ilezle rcally ls iD Ausnalia wlprr it
tal6_try spot ah€ad of GMH and For(.
For Toyota, canl are its weal poing an6
this sbows m this table as do* tt[itsubi-
shi's poor fsqger car pcrlormance
this year. - i
Pasccnger fartet - By ManufacturingSoure '!i

Ma2da......... .............52,ffiqMH--...--". ............ $,vBFord........... ........... {8:BgToyota........ ........... ,m,26{
Nissan........ Jl,?sMiBubishi.... -..----.-..-n,gB

- The commercial'rnarket by-matrufac-
urinB sounce - tbws.Toyota's.-domi-
nance of tbe Australian commercial ve-'
hicle market but here again.Mazda has
edged out Nissan and Mitsubishi and
.uounced GMH and Ford.
Comrnercials By Manufacturing
Source
Toyota.....-.. -S,a88
Mada........ .............-l{,ffi
Nissan........ _..-......-ill,sll
Misubishi...
GMH.......... .........-.--:.{8{l
Su2uki......... ............. ?Zi4
Ford........... .............. m26

So wbat does it really sbow?

First it sbows how important the
MazdS-Ford tink has been fm botlt om-
panies- Sec-ondly it shows that you don't
always. have to speod a fortune com-
mittiog yourself to Australian manufac-
ture to beoo[Ire a domioant force in the
Australian vehicle mar.ket.

Id ltoor Cortrratim otJqao (TW
foA,U U yu trrrbr't carylr d *il rire
Pl6rr.rracC).
,-Yo nry"efuo berrrprisa bharn 6at
ic Xad Uonr Gcpomtim of Japan is@tuu b tte tustraliancommauial
llfhbzrufet.ad mnbcr t[t in &e
$ra ir ctright martct hadcrship.'lt wy tc lcss ol a ar6ir tor tou tokD trt ltards has not sp€nt I cent mnmOrint lacilities h tb €olrntry
Td nue.be langhiry all&e way to thc
SrDibno BanI at how iB lqtrc have
ptocDcrcd in Australia.

It yon bok at & table below -"tlEmone familiar rnarlret leadershgby sales
weree cach month - you will all be sm-
dcfhg rnat I am dl about.

-Mrzda.-.-..; .....-.......-26,610
As you ree. there is Ford at the top with

lanr othcrs absolutely stFeets ahead of
llazda. But what sort of pichre do.you-Bet it ]'ou lmk at it by source of manufac-
firre. which ls the way Mazda looLs at it?

After all, to ]rou, to Ford aDd to Ford
deelers tlley might be Ford Lasem, Ford
Metcdnr, Ford Telstars,.Fod Ecmovms,
Ford Spectrons, Forrt Couriers srd Ford
Traders but to the boys et tlazla in Eiru'
shima tley arc Mazdas rigbtdorafo$eir
bmtstraps.

automotir€ jouroalisrn and I can state quite categorically that
the car has a rnotor. It also has a gearbox. litue whds in the
sppropriatc pllces, a hole to trrt petrol in 6nd all that otler i

conplicated snrff that makelr a car go. A 120Y, every l20Y-, has I

a top spd They all have acrclergtion and every single one 
I

rh.t came oft tlE productim line was fitted witi a pedal to I
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lt ir 6t'fou tsnicfimrthrtsi@ itl intmducdm to an
tnriQ AilltraliartrSlic hckirl9r{ tle Datsm lltY has
dorc nmerb.bnpede progFrs on Oe Qrren's own [ighways
than alt ttp dehrq-rd bbct$ doubleprted buses, cyclists,
s0c€d trqq3sctnd-crcingrand aged golder labm&rs ever
expcrimeG- The last car away frm tie greea light. ts always a
120Y. At tlc had ol every tralficsoarl yan'll lind onq, usually
€xeqrting acillegal rig[t had ftrn - the ody time its driver
ever $inl*b use the hdicatoB,

Now t've driyen quite a fes l20Ys in my long-history in

go udcr ! ri$t foot.

Clearly ifs not a probtem of bardware that we have here-.
Which leaves the problem with the softsare behind tbe wheel-
The typc of software tiat app€ars.to be attracted to a l20Y
s€crns ro bs thc person rbo B totally impervious to everybo(ly
ald everythi4:else- Theperno who is genuinely confused by
tlre arrurs parnted in traftic lanes (it's so mucb easier to go
s(raiglt alead)- The'persm rho spends entire aftenioons
wmderingilry tk car h*beec lttted with a curiolls little
mirrcr at tie top of tbe rindscreen

Ol currp. lllYs: are oot ttc only dnes. We experieoced
c@cttcnrdaily lre thedcdion mating pnocels oldectdng
rbta line up bctitd at-tb traffic liShts. Som€times, of
corrsc, it'r cacy. frhetr tlc ckice, for example, is betreen a
whi tc Holdcn Kingsrort litl a ddng doS in thc rear iinrlow
ard a pand yan with a mural m tbe tailpte yqr tate tie panet
van eiery timc. Pad ran* rith muratr oa the tatlg4te are
alnyr fitted wittt maoy affidoal cuHs ittcl€t and,'at the
lit[t tuflrs green, €v€r? orcof tFn.rill be screarninS to get
ouL

Brlt rirtdo you do rh yo bve to chootc beficeo s tnrcI
ard fryca - iny Toyuta? it tle trtrcf has a lood ot rocts yan
cer bApt it, ad il ir ta govcrrncnt mmber platc! t[en you
can rrite off all your apfintmcnt! for t& nett t9o bours riSht

ttere and tlnn. But if if s from an oudit likc TNT or Brambles
Manford. I'd bact it against a Toyota anytime.

You can be caught outolcourse. Onlydays ago I laced tle
choice between an old, but breyq Mini Coopcr S and a Holden
Sunbird witlt bobUes around tle rear window and matcting
cushions on tbe parcd sbelf- Thc chcricc wa obvious arfl I
nosed in behind the Cooper S realbing too damn late ttet it had
just started to rain You hnw about British cars ia the rain
don't you? Spit cdthin l0 metr6 of a British car and it viu go
out on strike- Put it in a rain storm and it sill evel declare the
auto club road patrols tilack ("Please Sir, it's raining and my
Austin won't go . . -" .J "Go away son, and don't come back
until you have something serious to talk abqrt.").

Well of c<xrr:E tte oMous tting bappened whea the lightl
turned green. fie Smbird fishtailed a*ay from tle liglts
necause it had been bormwed by junior and be eas late lor his
Kung Fu lesson, and in our lare the Mini stood r*olute as the
driver opened the d{xrr and peered under tDe bonnet, tb€ nrst
time he'd looked under there since the lsst time it raid at a
sel of traffic lights.

Beware of all male driturs rho wear hats, especially thce
in a car which is fitted siti a'Tool runs on gra:ts" bumper
sticter - be's jnst up from tb lbrm for a day and is worting
from a stneet diFectory he bought iust before the secood world
war Fourdoor Valiants with tos bars are risky, Volvo drivers
are secure in the kno'rledge tht tbe roads belong to them and
anvone who smokes a pipe tates a sensible anihde to road
safety, always fully considering every move for three or four
minuies. Milkos believe tlrcy can do anything as long as they
have an indicator on, and couriers believe they can do anything
any time-

Steer clear of small Japanese sedans full ol ladies dressed in
white. They're going to bowls and engaged i.ogossip' qnd qu
world ends at the windows. Knowing how to pick a rental car ls
as important as being able to spot an unmarted Patnol car-
Rentai cars are only diiven by people who are visiting towu and
they can't undersiand why- the road builders have moved
Highway One - 20 years ago'it used to be right here where
some fool has put a "Do.Not Enter" sign

But il I had to nomitrate the ctampion traffic stopper of all
time tte l20Y woutd win my vote hands dovn" noc.ontest Tb&
good news is that Nissanstoppedbuit*nStbem tr lytS. Thchf
iews is that it sotd 46,fi0 of Sen alt erqrnd tbecnnilry aorl*
th€y are be{ng driven Jo qdetlt and carcldly that tDny c!r{d
pm forever-
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HUMBER SPARES

HILLMAN SPARES & REPAIRS BLACKBURN

While our first concern will always be Rootes Group Spares (Australia's Largest Range), we
have now moved into stocking all model English Spare Parts, but as always we are eager to

buy collections of new English Spares for Australian dollars.

The King Pins stored in somebody's gatage, may be the set that Mrs. Smith
of Charters Towers needs for her 1948 Rover.

Telephone and mail orders most welcome.

We recommend C.O.D. post for next day delivery to most areas.

HILLMAN SPARES AND REPAIRS
178 Whitehorse Road,

Blackburn,3130
P.O. BOX 19, BLACKBURN, 3I3O
Telephone: (03) 877 4311, 5 Lines
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SHABON INSURANCES
(ulc) [PTY. LTD.

THE CLASSIC CAR
INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

DON'T BE PENALISED FOR OWNING AN EXOTIC CAR -
YOU NEED OUR SERVICE

Classic Car Enthusiasts have been taking advantage of our lnsurance
Schemes since the early 1970's and as we move into the 1980's the

advantages of our CI-ASSIC CAR INSURANCE SCHEME continue to grow;
compare these points with your existing cover now.

Agreed Value Policy means no
hassle payout in a total loss
situation
Windscreens - One claim per
year will not affect No Claim
Bonus
First right of refusal to obtain
the wreck

o Choose own Repairer or use our
selected Body Shop near you

o Full No Claim Rating,transferable
from any other insurance
Company

o Competitive Premiums
o Personal Contact and Service
o One Policy for all your Classic

Cars

GENERAL BUSINESS - We are also very competitive in all types of
lnsurance cover from domestic to business, and can assist with all
matters without obligation.

SHANNON'S CIASSIC CAR
CENTRE PIL

321 WARRIGAL ROAD, CHELTENHAM, 3192
TEL: (03) 584 7266

OPENTDAYSAWEEK




