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THE HUMBERETTE.

lCALENDAR
AUGUST 1988.

f
"

AUGUST 26TH. GENERAL MEETING, DEEPDENE HALL, 8.00PM.

iOLLOWING THE MEETING THERE WILL BE AN ADDRESS
.,�"

BY A REPRESENTATIVE FROM SHANNON'S CLASSIC CAR

CENTRE. TOPICS COVERED WILL INCLUDE TRENDS IN

MARKETING AND INSURANCE OF CLASSIC CARS, WITH

SPECIAL REFERENCE TO HUMBERS.

SEPTEMBER 11TH. MONTHLY CLUB OUTING TO GREENVALE RESERVOIR �ND

GELLIBRAND HILL PARK.

SEE BELOW FOR FULL DETAILS.

SEPTEMBER 25TH. (SUNDAY) FAMILY DAY AND GENERAL MEETING, DEEPDENE.

HALL. INFORMAL BYO EVERYTHING LUNCH FROM 12.00

MIDDAY. TEA,COFFEE AND CORDIAL AVAILABLE IN THE

CLUB ROOMS. ELECTRIC BBQ'S IN THE PARK.

FORMAL MEETING COMMENCES 2.00PM, FOLLOWED BY

AFTERNOON TEA AND, WE HOPE, SOME LIGHT-HEARTED

ENTERTAINMENT.

•
OCTOBER 9TH. CLUB RUN TO MICHELTON WINERY, THE WINERY HAS

EXTENSIVE SCENIC SURROUNDS WHERE YOU MAY ENJOY A

PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH OR DINE CHEAPLY ON A PASTA

MEAL IN THE WINERY RESTAURANT. DURING THE

AFTERNOON THERE ARE WINE TASTINGS AND SALES PLUS

A WINERY TOUR.

SEE NEXT HUMBERETTE FOR DETAILS.
1
I
•

OCTOBER 28TH. GENERAL MEETING, DEEPDENE HALL, 8.00PM.

IT IS HOPED THAT A "WELL KNOWN CLUB IDENTITY"

WILL ADDRESS US ON CAR DETAILING AT THIS MEETING.

NOVEMBER 6TH. ANNUAL CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE, PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP

AND CLUB DISPLAY. DEEPDENE PARK OVAL. 11.00AM.

SPIT ROAST BEEF LUNCHEON AND CHILDREN'S BBQ

WHICH MUST BE PRE BOOKED. BOOKING FORM IS

INCLUDED WITH THIS HUMBERETTE. SPIT ROAST $6.50

ADULT, $4.50 CHILDREN. CHILD'S BBQ $2.00 each.•
NOVEMBER 12-13TH. BENDIGO SWAP MEET. AGRICULTURAL SHOWGROUNDS,

BENDIGO.

NOVEMBER 25TH. GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.

DECEMBER 11TH. CHRISTMAS BREAKUP PARTY AND PRESENTATION AT

DEEPDENE HALL.

******************************

NEXT OUTING:** GELLIBRAND HILL'PARK & GREENVALE RESERVOIR.

•

LOCATION:

MEET:

TIME:

DATE:

COST:

SOMERTON ROAD, GREENVALE. MELWAY MAP 178 C6. 179 C8.

AT GELLIBRAND HILL PARK FOR BBQ OR PICNIC LUNCH. ELECTRIC

BBQ'S AT THE PARK.

12.00 MIDDAY. WE WILL PROCEED ON TO GREENVALE RESERVOIR

AFTER LUNCH .

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11TH.

NIL.

�,,_!}t­

******************************************
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I THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.

CLUB ADDRESS - 23 HIGH STREET. WATSONIA, 3087

COMMITTEE 1987-88

PRESIDENT Bob Kennedy 789 5119

VICE PRESIDENT Vic Wilson 478 9352

SECRETARY Arnold Goldman (059) 75 6807

TREASURER Brian Parkinson
...

..
EDITOR Barry Bosnich (057) 83 1899

•EVENTS DIRECTOR Margaret Willimott 435 6354

LIBRARIAN Fred Pieterson 781 5169

�
REGALIA Geoff Webb 233 6592 �TECHNICAL ADVISORS:

..
Vogues D. Dunlop 439 7059

IIISeries V,VA S/Snipes A. Goldman

Hawks K. Willimott

. Mk Cars B. Kennedy & L. Hughes 877 3028

IGeneral Information B. Kennedy

,Auto Electrical M. Fitchett 336 7915

KEN WATl'"S (TAS) 1964 va;uE SPCRTS

R(E E'CRm"s MIC.V. HAWK
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=.1988.

PRESIDENT'S REPCRT (Kennedy's Klangers)

•
well I hope everyone is enjoying the "10 yo" petrol prices of late. Frcm mid 50' s to a low of 410 a litre up

again to late 40' s and so on. One would think that one stable price would be better for all but it seems not

to those that control prices.

It certainly is nice to see the low prices. I always seem to fill up the day after the price has gone back up

- that's life! I know a lot of people store fuel away when the low prices are aroond but please. if you do

decide to hide sane away, make sure you use the correct container and store in a safe and well ventilated

area.

Last IRXlth I roamed aroond under the vehicles painting out items for attention in readiness for the con=urs

if yc:u decide to enter your vehicle in one of the classes. '!his rronth we will look into the lxlot or trunk,

whatever you want to call it plus the interior or passenger ccmpa.rt:IIent as sare call it.

'nle boot is often forgotten by a lot of people for sare unknown reason so let us start. A cooplete clean out

is first (it's strange to see sane of the items fOWld in the clean out), then renove mats, tools, sp3re wheel

etc. After a good clean up check if a light is fitted. Make sure it is working. rubber seals cleaned and in

good condition•

•
'!he spare wheel we have already checked when cleaning up the other wheels. clean up tools after you have nacJe

sure they are the oorrect tools. If the mat is rubber clean it up, even black it if necessary. When the mat

is replaced make sure it is fitted the right side up and sitting flat, the sane goes if the mat is carpet;

delete the blacking.

on the big day take out any items that do not belong in there. make sure the spare wheel is secured

correctly. I know sare spare wheels are not fitted inside of the boot but no natter where it is fitted.

secure it right. At this stage I think we will nove into the inside of the vehicle.

Once again rEnove all that you can clean up. vacuum it out. wann water and cloth to clean up door lining and

other parts. Again. nomal CCIIm:ln sense applies in cleaning. don't forget the lining above your bead as IIOSt

of the dirt washes a>m.y fairly easy. Clean out door pockets, glove boxes and ashtrays (again it is

surprising what you find - "so that' s what happened to that $100 note??)

Under the seats everything seems to find

dash both on its face as well as on top.

good order.

its way there. After a good wash down and vacuum out, clean up the

Make sure lights are working. seat belts fitted oc=ectly and in

•
Instruments, are they the correct ones sitting in their holes? Make sure no dirt is behind the glass .

Rul::I:ler nats or carpets if fitted, cleaned and fitted co=ectly. Once more on the day take items not

belonging to the vehicle out. If you have the hand book for the vehicle leave them in it (not workshop

nanual). Try to fold the seat belts if fitted so they look. neat. As I said. before preparing the interior

is <XIl'frQl sense and general cleaning, SOOl:! vehicles require rrore preparation than others but that is a fact

of life regardless of what type or make of vehicle you have.

Another thing to remember is to check when preparing the inside is the oclour of the seats and flcor

coverings. Tossles and noddings dogs are a no no also (sorry about that!).

Next nr:mth we will have a look at the exterior of the vehicle, I left this area to last as it is the first

part of the vehicle seen by all that lock at a vehcile and we all know first impressions are the ones that

last. SO till next we meet. chow for now.

Bob Kennedy.

***••************************************************.*.*.*******************••*•••****************.**.*

FCR SALES

•

1963/64 !II.mb>r Vogue/Hillnan. l6QOcc engine. 4 speed gear box, tail shaft. front end and disc brakes,

$100 neg.

Contact: Carl James. Bendigo, (054) 46 7240 •

Mk VI Hawk, part restored, near r/w, brakes and exhaust overhauled, goes, corinth blue and pearl, $300 a.n.o•.

Also free series 1-4 Hawk & Snipe doors, bonnets, J::oots, seats etc.

Ccntact: Rob Ilunl.op. Ph: 439 7059 •

••••***.****.*****••••••••••********••**••****•••••••••••*******.****•••••••****••••*****•••****••******* 3



SOCIAL NE.WS & tD1'ES

Hello everycnel

I hope you have noticed _ busy yoor camli.ttee has been this last m:lnth - not one but 'llIREE additional items

with your newsletter!! It's all designed to help � save postage so that you can return all =-ition

entries, regalia requests and concours bookings in the one envelope - rrM that's what I call real eooncmyl

In fact we'll even accept fonns sans envelope at either of the next two general meetings.

But I digress I 'lbe Standard Vanguard Club Dinner Dance at North Eltham provided an opportunity to mix with

....-re fJ:all ll'aI1y other car clubs. Keith and I, together with the Forth family did our bit to uprold Humber

traditions on the night and supported the IlBest of British'. Red, White & Blue theme. Winner of the best

thE!lre costUl1'e was a visiting Vanguard couple fran Queensland although several cleverly contrived patriotic

flag cost\IllSS must have PJShed then hard for the prize. Next year's event is to have a black and white thE!lre

with prizes for club table as well as individuals. It's sanething to bear in min:1 for this ti.rre next year.

. 'lbe membership list included with this _ine is current up to July 1988. '!his year the full list has been

cc:rnputerized and we are grateful to Amold for the effort he has put into produci"'! the printout. '!he

1:x:loklet fonnat is designed to fit easily into your car's glovebox. and the interstate club listings may be

useful if you are travelling far fJ:all hane. Please remember that the list is for your personal use only and

I am sure you would extend the cc:mron c::ourtesy of a prone call to any member before visiting.

Sate interesting events are scheduled for the next two nonths. '!be speaker at this rronthls meeting, fron •
Shannon's Classic car centre will be able to provide aJlS'IlerS en trends in the classic car insurance and sales

areas. Don't forget that following meeti"'!, in ssptenber, is our SUl'DAY FAMILY MEE'l'IKi and you are all

invited to partake of a BoY.0. lunch in the hall or its lovely parkland surrounds before the meeting

ccmnences. 'Ihere are electric B.B.Q's and playground facilities in the park.

'!he outing for SSptenber (Sunday 11th) is planned as a short run close to Melbourne. we hope to visit both

the Greenvale Reservoir and the Gellibrand. Hill Park on this day. '!he two locations are both situated in

Sanerton Road and are about a five minute drive distant fran one other. '!he historic WOOdlands Sanestead is

within Gellibrand Hill Park and I believe serves a delicious Devonshire Tea. Details of this outing are on

the calendar Page.

Looking further ahead, the Annual Conoours and Clubs Display is again being held at Deepdene Park on Sunday,

Novenber 6th. '!his rear we have decided to add an extra highlight in the fom of a subsidized Spit Roast

Luncheon. '!his will be a popllar traditional style spit roast of beef with baked seasoned potatoes and salad

etc., professionally prepared and served in the park (or hall in the case of inclement weather).

Everything is supplied (including eating utensils and serviettes) with yoor only cost being $6.50 per PBrSon

or $4.50 for children - excellent value for a generous meal. An alternative meal for younger children which

include B.B.Q. sausages, buttered roll and salad is available for a cost of $2.00 per child. As the spit •
roast and children's B.B.Q. will not be available without a prior booki",!, it would be appreciated if you

could confim yoor requirements on the enclosed <XNXXlRS IlI:Xl<JN> FlEM as soon as possible. we can then

finalise numbers with the caterers. other clubs have also been invited to share this day with us.

I would like to and this sdition of the Social N:>tes with several requests. Every now and then I get a IiIDne

call fran finns or individuals wanting to use a classic car - it may be for film making, prarotion or private

functions but there is nearly always a payment involved. If you would be willing to have your vehicle placed

an a list for this p.trpOse would you please let ne know and I can then refer the caller to you. This is

another way in which we can prarote the club and the Humber marque.

Finally may I put in a plea for any "pre-loved but expendable" items for our CCJncours Day CENI' AucrIOO'. I

will have a d1..Bnp bin at the next few meetings into which you may place any items of this nature (no questions

askedl) or any tmperishable fcxxl, items suitable for the Christmas Hamper canpetition.

I'll look forward to seeing you at the next meeting.

Margaret.

********************************••••*.***.**********.**.*•••*************.**************************.*.**
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 22nd July 1988 AT DEEPOENE HALL .� 8:16pM,

• PJIJlSImT:. Approxlllately 25 me.bers aa per attendance book .

:IBY IIIRIRS • VUUlUiS: Steve !reland wea welCOlled as a viaitor to the club, and

becaae a ...ber before he left ..

AFOLOGIBS were received frea the lartyn Wileon, lancy Kennedy, Peter Sheldon, Robert

Smith and Bill & Joan Bol.ea ..

IUlI'tlI8 of the previoua .eeting as printed in the July 'Hu.berette' were accepted ea a

true record on the .iJtion of Ray Webater aeconded by Xike Pitchett.

BUSIIBSS AIIIBUG There waa no buainesa arising.

•

NlJI:kRS:POIDBICB:

U:fro. Australia Post with new fee schedule, !Cax Heazlewood of Hu.ber Car

Club Taamania cea.enting on the lack of Club Registrar, Cla_ic Car Show cancelling

this years ahow, Len Cole.an acknowledging hia new .e.bership package, John Berry

offerring photograph for magazine, requeats for inforaation frea J.P.Iewell of Woodend

and from David Burdett of Baunderatown USA, Vintage Drivers Club acco.panying a

cheque for *50 frea the V.D.C. Spectacular,Bicentennial Briefings, ; ...benJhip

application from John Butler of Sunbury.

bchange JIasazi-: Austin «0 Car Club of Aust., Auatin Car Club of Aust.,

C.H.A.C.A. Journal, Hu.ber Car Club of Australia, Rover Car Club, Dallller Lanchester

Club of Victoria, Humber Car Club of South Australia, Hu.ber-Hillun car Club of lew

Zealand, Standard Vanguard Club of Australia, Bu.ber Car Club of W.-tern Australia.

OUT:welco.e letters to Iartyn Wil8OD, Lyndon Ware, Llew Weeding, Ken WattGo

rrespondence accepted on the motion of Geoff Webb, seconded by Keith Williaott.

BUSIIBSS AltIBUG: Des Judd mentioned that the prospective ...ber frea USA had read

about Our club in the article in the car Collector aagazine reproduced in the July

Hu.berette. Des also had donated the aagazine to the club library.

•

TUASOIIBIl'S JIBI'ORT: Presented by Brian Parkinson.

Balance at 29th !Cay(fixed deposita)

Balance at 29th !Cay(current account)

Receipts

Bxpenditure

Accounts for pay_nt

Balance (current account)

Report accepted on the .otion of

*5000.00

11649,"3

st050.59

1 341.02

1 807.83

11551.47

Vic Wilson seconded by Tony Sheaffe.

BDITml'S JlBKIl1: Barry Bosnich reported that 188 aagazines had been sent out.

IYJIITS DDI£IOR'S III11Un: Presented by Xargaret WilU.ott.

Car badgea available for 115.

Lapel badges also available, and tee-ahtrts have been ordered.

The Standard-Vanguard night out was a success, and the Hastings Botel has

been highly recoamended for our Sunday lundch outing in August. ( A brief dOll88tic

argument arose over the condition and location of the Prince lark Botel at Doveton.)

A speaker from Shannons insurance will tie at the next meeting.

TBCDICAL CIlFICBR'S JlllP(JR'I:

Xike Pitchett spoll:e of ignition colls that beco.e faUlty after many yeara.

Look for oil lean and cracn. If in doubt have it tested. Shorted turns will cauee

burnt points.

Des Judd suggested that .embers check wheel nuts after haVing wheels fitted.

They are usually tightened too much. Also if fitting a new ignition coil check the

polarity and connect it correctly in your car.

Ray Webeter apoke of his surprise at finding the headUner in his Hawk fitted

with nails.

AOIC: There had not been an AOXC meeting.

CAllS Rm SIUI Xention was .ade of aeveral care and parta available in various places.

Xost of these will be in next Humberette. 5



GDIIIAL BUSIDSS:

Des Judd said that Technical Books will give 101: discount to club _bers but

only if we issue aeabership cards. Could COUIittee look into this. It was agreed that

BarryBosnich would obtain prices.

Arnold Goldaan raised the aatter IIentioned by JIax Heazlewood concerning the

holding of a lational Rally of all Rootes Group Clubs. Jrargaret Villiaott IIIJ8898ted

that 1001 would be a good year to start as it would be 25 years siDee the deaiee of

the Rootes Group. Peter Davenport aoved that the aeeting acknowledge the suggestion

at this stage. Seconded by Keith Villiaott and passed.

Xeating closed at 0:00 for supper and inforaal discussiollS.

!mold Goldaan

HoIl.Becretary

*********************************************************.***************************.***************.*.

8IICItBT0Y'S SJlCtD

August 1088

Greetinga one and all froa beautiful bayside Xorningtonl

Ve are now reeidents of Xornington, and apart froa baving 4000 book8 sprtllld around

the hllU88 we have settled in. Our bookshop should bave opened by the tiae you read this so

you can drop in next tiae you are down the peninsula and browse around. Then drive along •

the Xornington-Tyabb road to Tyabb and have a chat with lancy Kennedy at the Tyabb

antique aarket.

Because 1 have �n loading the Huaber with hundreds of books 1 had noticed that the

low slinky lins had beco_ even lower, and the ezbaust tallpipe was catching on the road

when a high Cllllber was encountered. VeIl 1 have had that fixed. Pedder& of South Xelboume

have rMet the rear springs and added another leaf. The huabar is IlDW aore like a truck

when unloaded, and carri.. as aany books as 1 can fit in without a probl_. The staff at

Peddere ware efficient, courteous and honest. 1 lIlIy honest because 1 was warned that they

_y have to fit new U-bolts at 115 each. On coapletion they said they were not Dec. ery

and 1 had eeved 160. They could have charged ae for th_ and 1 would never have known

whethllr' they were new or not. It is good to aeet honest traders now and then.

A young couple froa Xount Xartha called on ae recently to look at picture8 of

Habere. The _an was looking for a picture of the car her father had in lew Zealand in

the aid-1050's. � new it was a Huaber anf thought it was a Hawk. The pictures 1 showed

hIIr' all looked too long she lIlIid, although 1 think meaory was playing tricks with her.

Unl..s there was eoae strange Billman aodel that was renaaed Huaber in lew Zealand. She

is going to write home for aore details. The picture will be used to illustrate an auto­

biograpby tIhe is writing.

Best of luck, aore nut aonth. •

Arnold Goldaan, Secretary

.*.*******************************************.*******••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*****•••••

lBW XEIlBEiB

Please welcoae the follOWing new a_bars who have been added to the list in

the last m.onth:-

Stephen Ireland, 32 Peninsula Crescent, Langwarrin, tel.03 560 3343 who OWIlS a

Xark IV SUper Snipe.

John' Gael Butler, 53 Jacnon Street, SUnbury 3420, tel.03 744 4020 who own a

1064 Hawk.

STEUA & ARNOLO GOLOMAN

OlD - NEW- USED BOOKS SOUGHT & SOlD

29a MAIN STREET.
MORNINGTON. 3931 TEI.; 1059)75 9233

8



CLUB REGALIA

New regalia is currently on order and the initial issue should be available at the next meeting. A small run

of the llOst IX>pular prizes in both sIX>rts shirts and windcheaters has been ordered. If you require either

either of these iterns please ccmplete the order form in this HlIDlberette or ccme along to the next meeting

with your order and payment.

SIX>rt shirts are short sleeve style in sky blue interlock fabric with navy cuffs, collar and v/neck facings.

The HlIDlber llOtif and printing (in similar style to the scarves) is also in navy blue.

Windcheaters are a round neck style in navy blue with HlIDlber llOtif in sky blue. 'Ihe windcheaters are priced

$18.()() each and the sIX>rts shirt at $13.50. If requiring by IX>st, please add an extra $1.50 for IX>stage.

Once orders have been received and a definite size requireroont is known then we are able to place an extra

order to neet any shortfall in particular sizes.

Please let us knCM pranpt1y if you require these garments. A REGALIA CRDER FCRM is included with this

HlIDlberette.

********************************************************************************************************

H.R.H. Prince Phillip taking the salute at the Melbourne Town Hall, Olympic year 1956. Photo per Herald and

Weekly Times. Contributed by Trevor York.

7
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'lhe following quotes are actual statements as found on insurance fo:rms

where drivers attempted to smmarise the details of accidents in the

fewest words possible.

'mE CLASSIC CAR

1. Caning hcme I drove into the wrong house and collided with a tree

I don't have.

2. Th.e other car oollided with mine without giving warning of its

intentions.

3. I collided with a stationary truck caning the other way.

4. A truck backed forcing windscreen into my wife's face.

S.. A pedestrian hit TIE and went under the car ..

6. 'Ibe guy was all over the road I had to swerve a number of times

before I hit him.

7.. I pulled away from the side of the road, lCXJked at trrj rrother-in-law

and went over the embankment.

8. To avoid hitting the bumper bar of the car in front, I struck: the

pedestrian.

9.. '!he pedestrian had no idea which direction to nID, so I ran over

him.

10. 'lhe indirect cause of the accident was a little guy in small car

with a big mouth.

11. An invisible car came out of IlC1Nhere,. struck my vehicle and

vanished.

12. I was sure the old fellOW" would never make it to the other side of

the road, when I struck him.

13. I was thrown fran my car, as it left the road I.was later found in

the ditch by serne stray cows.

14. '!he telephorte p:>le was approaching, I was attempting to swerve out

of its way when it struck my front end.

15. I had been driving for forty years, when I fell asleep at the wheel

and had an accident.

16. I was on rrry way to the doctors, with rear end trouble, when my

universal joint gave way, causing Ire to have an accident.

17. In my attempt to hit a fly. I drove into a teleJ;i1one pole.

'!he once shining black sleek salcx:m,

has miles on its clock - for a trip to the m::xm.

Yet it still shows the ele;)'ant line,

reminiscent of classic 50's design.

'lliis li.m:Jusine covered miles with canfortable ease,

carrying royalty and other V.I.P.'s.

Yet it was capable of travelling over the rrore rugged mile

as proven in our first Redex Trial.

Jack Brabharn drove in many a race,

when oold driving wind bit into his face,

but admitted appreciation of a rrore luxury ride,

in this car - a srrooth armchair like glide.

And if it could talk, would tell many a story,

of a young queen I s visit in re;)'al glory.

Now days a young enthusiast thinks the car is still great,

as he prepares for a concours of 188.

With many new parts and its motor rebored,

the now gleaming lirrousine is fully restored.

Brought back to its original splendor,

through hour after hour of care - loving and tender.

So IlOW' he awaits the call of a number,

with hope up:m hope - it is his beautiful Humber.

'!be above original IXJeffi was heard on radio 3LO's Poetry Prograrrrne by

our Librarian Fred Pieterson who on making erquiries found that it was

the work of fellON' member Frank M:Guire (congratulations Frank). '!he

prograrrrnes presenter Jolm Reed requested a copy of the Humberette

containing the IXJeffi.

:Frank stockwin

• •
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THE AUTOCAR. April 2./. 1926. 5&)

Contributed By PETER DAVENPORT

Imp,..."on- 0{ ,he Road Performance 01 the. Lateat. 9-1tJ h.p. Humber Tourin, Car,

Notable for the Comfort oIId High Finish of tIN Coachwor".

WHEN tbe Cour-eyliooer 8 h.p. car. the Denjamin wiper is fitted. Mounted on the instrument board facing
of the Humber family, ".:1.$ introduced. a rew the driver are the clock, speedometer, ,oil preuure erIJ..

,can aKO. it spewily b«.:tme known as one of tale, electric controls. air strangler for tbe Cox.Atmos
the best-finished British small vehiclcel obtainable. The carburetter. st,uler Iwitch, and horn button. All the
appeal ol it, however. W:l1 tome"hat restricted by the controls are light to operate and easy to reach; in the
Iimhadons of .p.:lce in its chummy t)'PO of body, the centre of tbe neeriug wheel levers :lre placed rot the
rear seats of which were .mall. AI evolution proceeded ignition acJvaDO!l and retard and the throttle setting,

the Clr h.ils �nc�sed in sUe untU the �re- r- - _ _ _..... .. , and the �ormer , .. ver,. ;when pulled right
lent type, With It. larger 9.:;0 h.p. engine, : DATA 1'0& TH& Daln.. ; back to Its zero poIltion over a catch,
scmi-elliptM: .prings, and longer wheel. l t-a ..... ..... qU..... Ilx : ,witches oft' the engine. To the right of
base. carries a full-size four.sellter body I T::...::"��:-.:c.e.)plft�&•• i the driver, and within easy reach, are-the
<:omplete with excellent alt.weather equip- I' ... ;....e-n,c:rC......,c:�: ! brake and change-lpeed le\'us, the former
ment and exhibiu the customary high- : w= Col ,'U I". I in front of the Jailer.
Cr:ade Humber linish within and without. '! 0:' , , ,

i =.=�:'=-�:m'.tIC
I ��� .......
I ......-.... ..... Tncko

; 4ft. .,"'-
....1 c_........I_. 7J� ........

; Ta" cap.dtJ'• ., ....1_. ,

j r�. ,-..ter, A". I
; � � _ _ _.

COD.«nlai the Coachwork.

Althoulb the car is capable of a f:air

tura of speed if desired, it is intended

chiefly ta oII'er comfort and refinement.
Well upholstered. the seating aCcommoda.

tion for four people'.is carefully erranged

•• to po-Ition. .ngle, depth of the seat
cushions and Iquabs. IlO that prop.:r support to the
back is afforded. .The body has three doors of
sufficient width to aWoW' easy entry when the all.
'II..eather. equi�t. which opens with the doors, is
in pface and ...hen the entnnt is wearln" a. thick COo'\t.

Fixed. front lICo,\t. are employed, and theac help much
to stiffen the body construe:tton laterally. Undem�llth
the front seat cushion is a large locker, in which the
.n....e.thtr equipment can he ,tored ",'hen out of use.

"001. _Mch are likely to Le required QCC;Isionally on
the road, lueh at j�k, wheel brace, and so forth. are
carried in dips under the honnet. whilst the trre pump
is mounted by the side of the f'o,\*nger's feet under
the .cult le.

In. the (ront o( the beNty i' ar. Inclinc.) windscreen
.ith an adjustable top pall!'1 and a lowcr p.lnt'l which
f9110\\'s ncatly the contour o( the ,cuttle. A wimlscreen

Thouabt for OWDer-driven.

It i. typk-al of the .ay the ear i. fin­

ished that the ramp board, of the front
....t. are held in place by wing nut. instead

of screws. wbUst the 800rboard. are all
provided with leather labs so that-tbey can
be. lifted easily. In the hock compart­

ment there i. also a ramp board.
A1J.w�her CCluipment of the tnlC in ....hieh celluloid

panell are carried in metal (rames spigoted into Ihe top
rails. or the boJy il' pro\'idetl, and we observed that

. e\'en when driving in a high willlJ there was very Ijttle
dr:l\IRhl'and .mall tendency to r:lUle.
The rllnning of the cngiilc II very good: it ha•. ptenty

o( po\\'er. is smoolh, and not at :111 noisy. 0\\'1"1 to
the lightness o( the controls and ease of the gear change
thc ("ar is \'el1' pleasant to drh'e. Its mnimum ,peed
is in the neighbourhood ol "'5 m.p.h. on tap, and it "'ill
rc.1ch ne:uly 30 on seColld scar without distress. Tested
on a level ro.'\d, the accelemtion (ram 10 to 30 m.p.h.
took 18 second., and by using second 1. seconds. The
cllKine is sen�ith'e to ils sp.'\tk aclval1l:'e. but. is not rotlgh
when ac.�e1er:uin� har�. We found the car very'!latis­
(.1ctory at c1irnlJinJ( norm... 1 hilll. It.,..iIl hang on top

gear up slopes withllUl distress. and wil1 tackle 'l"ite
. .,

..

•
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reasonalJl)' sleep hill. on JeCQIld. For
example. wilh two up and lhe all­

""�athcr equipment in place Sunriliing

Hill (I in (,). on the road from Strat­

ford 10 Banbury, was climbed on second

geM, the I�'tl at the foot of the hill

was JS m.p.h., thc char.� into second
\fa.'> m.1de llt 2$ m.p.h., and the greater

part of the climb was accomplished at .

20 m.p.h., uropping 11;) 10 m.p.h. over

the steepest part of the crest. No

mean performance for a car weigh-
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(T'PI ElC(dlml <lU''''''''''' .,rtlpm.nl I, JUlffll. th.

/IKN_U klty. (£./tl .Alljrtltm,nloj tll. toll_

troding &and' 01 th. rtor 6rak" l.I ftI_lIy :J!mttl.

IBottorn) Th. "',lId HIUfIl.u irtlet.rft'" nha.." NI...
f1rrfl"tfm,..J I. u..d 0,,11 a trail""''' ,iIO::II11'1 hil'f

'1I11b1" tll. IIIlI,r III H plaerd ae«""bl)'.

ing nearly 1) cwt. eflll'ly with an cnginc of

just Q\'�r Olle.litr� capacity.

The olher wcll.knowlI hill in the same ,'iciuil�', F..lge
till (I in 61), was allio c1imheJ easilw 011 sc�-olld v:r.ar,

,e speed ;t Ihe top being 17 m�p.h. Warming-
ton Hill, on the rool! horn Warwil..'k to UanbuQ', was

cP,"1bed easil�' on sel.'onu at a speed dose on 30 m.p.h.

Ile pedal applies a brake on the tmniimiblon. and
thc side "�\'cr the contracting b.'\nd brakes on the hubs

of Ihe rear wheels. After:l little OIttelltion had heen

paid 10 alljuslment we foul.d that the foot brake \\"fJuld

dmw lhe car to a dead SlulJ \,'hcu <:oo'\Stin� (rech' at

'!o m.p.h. uown a. gradicnt of 1 in 61. 'fhe si.lc brake

would al;o pull lhe car Ill'. !.Jut requireu �reater pres.

�urc. Tl'sll'd on a lc\'cl fI�uj, Ihe car could be llrawn

Ill' to a full stop from 010 m.)I.h. b�' me:lllS of the foot
hrake ill 1.16ft. Semi.elliptic "prings front lllld rear, \dlll

Uunl"p rl'infort-cd o.llIuon t� re" 3n,1 shock absorLcrs to

the rear spriJl;':.�, ("ombine 10 make the !oUSJlcnsioll o( the

c.u comfortable and the roau.holfl guuJ. The steerill�

is; reasonably light, 3nd the car is easy to handle (or

marK�I:I'ri,,;.: in an,1 out of narrnw splices.

F ••)m:. m('('ll:lnil"al point o( \.iew th� 9-20 h.p. Humht'r

hal; a numl ... r r,( inkresting: (eatures. A dl'tachalJle

:�'lindcr he.1l1 i� (I!ll.t! to the rnsinc, hill Ihe \';111(.'5 are

. "

•

arrangl.'t1 with the in!t'ts in the cylinder he:ad and IIle

�.'(haust.s inclined at the sitle of the cdioder block. I'ush

roos operat!' the inlet valve!. The" spark plugs are set
at an anRlo.= in the c)'linder helld ami are not difficult to

rcadl with a box spann�r.

As ft'g.II,I, lubril"ation, thc ci! 61ler orirlce with its

filter and the dipl)!'r Slid (or asc:utaining the le\'e1 of

the oil in lhe sump arc hoth :llaCl.-d on the right side of

the �n;.;ine and are easy to get at. whilst the t#ans\'erse

clrh-e for lhc I.ucas m.l;;ncto rfilcleu the contact l.lreaker

and lihotril.lutor ea � 10 �cc ami adjulOt Jo'uel feed to the

('arlmreltcr is drol n (rom a tank mounletl at the reM of .

the car and I'rodtbl ""ith a ronvenit'nt telescopic filler

tulle l.�' an .At!tm ae un the front of the da"hlov.ud.

Fcatures of the ch:!:.si" include unit construction of

engine and I!C;.: i .." awl all "pCII propeller.;ohafl dri"e

to the rear altle, 1.1th re;u hub bearings and the front hub

bearings are mHllllted "n Timken rollers, and the Aut�rllm

system o( I:rr;h,";:lln luhrie:ltion is used throughout the

dl;lssi_�. Th,' b;lth:rit,S are placcO beneath the floorbo3rds

of the re:.r :",'als. and it may he noted that the electrical

C'lliiplIH'llt i.� of- I.wai 111;lko.= ..... ith a !i\'e-Iamp lighting set

anti ;1 \-ery filii•. ! singlc.unit starting motor .

••
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An incongruous com­

parison? Not when you

consider the type of

people who purchase such

cars, their prices. Both
are brought In volume by

the Federal Government,

graziers, and those who

want limousine-type com­

fort without paying Rolls.

Royce price tags. or

course the way each

achieves this end is poles

apart. The Rootes product
is basicallv a six cylinder

\'ersion of the Humber
Hawk which first saw the
light of day in 1957. Over

the years it has been face­

litted almost annually and
has had numerous detail

changes so that the design

does not appear to be old
fuhioned. It is high. -but
this has the advantages of

allOWing for -lounge room

seats and lOp hat room.

The 3 litre six provides

just enough power for the"

car to keep up with to­

days traffic. Once on the

open road howe\'er it will

cruise at Bny speed (tyfes

permitting) up to 90 mph:

On the other hand the
Rambler is a typical "in­

termediate" American car
again of consen'ative style

and with room to spare for

six large bodies. The lux­
ury is less built-in than
the Snipe but it is there

and in this respect it out

guns th� larger cars sold
by the big three. In one

way it is outstanding

among local American cars

and this is in the brake

del'artment. Which one
for you? It depends on
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An anglo-american comparison reyeals

Rambler
Classic 770 VS

whether you like \,'a.tnut

:m the fascia or a VS under
the bonnet. Both are \'alue

for money though our per­

sonal prefere:lce would be
for the English carriage;

we know how much the

Rambler costs in the USA.

Disc front brakes,&ood
fuel economy and compre­

hensive equipment are

foremost, after low price,

in the Ramb!er Classic 770

sedan's desirable features.

Performance is adequate

though not startling in the

usual vee-E:lght manner

and steering is heavier

than expected.

Either Wa\. about a thou­

sand dollars separates the
"770" from the next Amer­

ican "eight" on the mar­

ket.
Relevant prices are:

Valiant V8 $3550,

Rambler $4496,

Chevrolet Bel Air 55400.

This isolation on the
price scale which followed

the demise of Studebaker

a"nd the deletion of the

Fairlane "compact" from
Ford Australia's range has

been a boon to Rambler.

Government depart-
ments and private buyers
seeking a powerful, mid­

dle.sized, middle.priced

U.S.A.-type sedan are vir.

tually chllllDelled to the

make resulting in a big up­
surge in Its sales. None

should regret the "choice"
for the hig Rambler Is

excellent value-far-money.
Among the .. numerous

standard items of equip-

CONTRIBUTED BY DAVE DENNER

..... :..,._.c . ". -_.-_ .._-_..

ment on the "no" are
pushbutton radio, clock,

windscreen washer, vari.

able speed wipers, heater!
demister with 2-speed fan,

reclining front squabs,

centre armrests front and

rear, trunk and glovebox

illumination, reversing

lights and a parking brake
warning signal.
Though far less roomy

than the likes of Pontile

Parisienne and Dodge
Phoenix the "770" has suf.
ficient space for six adults.

The three.piece squab on

the front bench seat com­
prises a movable centre

armrest and two individu­

ally adjustabie backrest•.
Finish is generally good
but there were a few blis­

ters under the chrome of
the test car's front bump,

er bar.

Witb a top speed of 97

miles an hour and a 0..00
time of 9.4 seconds the
"770" lags behind other

vee-eights in performance

but shoots ahead on econ­
omy with a touring con­

sumption rate of 21 miles

per gallon.

Its pol\'er-assisted brakes
are good, giving smooth.

progressive retardation at

light pedal pressures.
Stopping times of 30.
mph.Q in 1.9 seconds and

60 mpb-O in 3.8 seconds
were recorded. By oon.
trast the handbrake is
lethargic 5.1 seconds and
a heavy pull to halt the
car from 30 mph.

Steering Is the Ramhl.

er's worst feature though
even this has Its good as.

pect - a 37 It. turning



Two versions of the same engine.

Above: The new Rootes 1725 cc engiru, with five­

bearing crank, comes in two forms. This is thp. 69.5

bhp version jor the Minx, Super Mir.: and 1-rogue.

•

•

The 91 bhp ver,ioft 01 new Rooles engine ha.s an

aluminium allOJl C1IlintkT head cnd new mlet mani.

folding. This gt>e8 into Rapier ond SceptJ'e.' ,

....;;]: -� .._- .
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CompareifiJ1e 1)erlormance
. . . � . ,

t Acul.,.ql1on

O.�O m.p.h.

Q.40 m.p.h.

0.50 m.p.h.

0.60 m.p.h.

0.70 m.p.h.

0.80 m.p.h.

Top Spud,

low

Inl.,rmedlole

High

'.

,''{.Stondlng Quo,• ., Mile

';'
. FUll Con1Ull'lpl1on

Conslont Speed check

30 m.p.h.

40 m,p.h.

50 m.p.h.

O.... roll

• Touring ranglll

Mt<honltoh

Cylinders

Vcll.. , Ooor

Bote

Stroke

Copacity

S.H.P. R,P.M.

TorQue !l.P.M.

Corbur.llon

(ompreu1on Rallo

Final d,I"'1 rallo

M.P.H. per 1000 T.p.m. In

lOP geor

Fuel tank copaclty

•

Dlm,n,lonl

L::nglh

Width

whl!lclbcne

Height

TrocK

F

•
Weight

Tyres

Turning CIrcle

TUfM tock 10 lock

Brokes

S,or. Chori

(poin" cornmemuro,,1 wilh
Performanco

Roadholding

Broku

Fuel economy

Styling

In'erior comfort

Overall FinIsh

Noin 1 .....,,1

Rido

Value

lombl" Cloulc

.4 ,od ites.

6.7 secs.

9.04 secs.

12.0 secs.

17.3 secs.

22.4 ues.

040 m.p.h.

63 m.p.h.

97 m.p.h.

19.1 nCI.

27.4 m.p.g.

75.0 m.p.g.

2.1.5 m.p.Q.

21.1 m.p.g.

no miln

�8
OHV

95.2 mm.

82.5 mm.

.4703 cc. 1287 c1.l

198.4700

280. '1600

twO bo".1

down droit

8.7

3.15

24.3

20 gallons

16':)"

6'2.5"'

9'.4"

4'61"

4'\ 0'"'
4 '91"'

2785

7.35 le 1�

37

6

Ditc/drum

lype of CCf' and

7

8

9

9

8

9

8

8

8

9

Humber SnIp.

1429.

4.9 sec•.

7,5. secs.

11.1 "CI.

I 8.3' secs:
26.2 ..ts.

35,7 HCI.

40 m.p.h,

75 m.p.h.

98.9 m.p.h.

22.5 leel.

28.0 m.p.g.

25.1 m.p.g.

21.0 m.p.g.

19.2 m.p.Q.

300 mile'

6

OHV

87,3 mm.

82.55 mm,

2965 cc. 1181 c1.1
131.5.5000

167.2600

twin �.nlthl

Slromb,tg.

7.5

.4.22

18."
16 gollons

15'7'"'
5'10"

9'2"

5'0"'

4'S'"'

47'"'
3571

6.70 le 15

37

4

Dise/drum

price category)

6

8

9

8

S

9

9

9

8

9
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Th. whol. to�" at' the ....• Driving through a Borg.
panel I. trlmm.d iln anti. Warner, \hr•••lorward.
gl.ra sat.ty p.dd!ng, as I.... . 'Po.ed ;.u�",atlc '.tian.ml••
\h. lowe,r. .dge.,aqd ,.t,.th. V' lIoll.:,\ha.;motor. packs aut.
extreme .Ieft.I'"a';lockable .. ' IfclllnCjl<)wef tor an' ex.
glov•.box at: .en.lble,;.dl- ':,., tiemely,'';.lleidbl•. lopgur
men.lon,;'COn.lde.rlng,\hil , ......;.p.rlorrn.liee;...',c;But. \he
numbe,'ot .•wltCl\eJ;o)�lid 'I,. Snlpe'.I•.:r.\her slow ott
other control. on;t/i.'panel. . :�.. ,' th•. mark. .. ai. rell.ct.d by
'the de.ign"layou£d•.good. the.. te.t tliura ot 18.3 ••e.
Th. drlv.r has' no. r.al tor. 0.60 .mph,' .
difficulty In r.aehlni aily.
ot\hem, ..

A. could ba .xpect.dln
thl. class 01 motoring, th, ':'"
floors are tully. earpeled
and w.lI. Insulat.d agaln.t
road no Is•. The two bench.
type seat. have IndiVidual.
ly contoured back rests
and central le'tdown arm
rests. .

. Among the. miny.luxury'
touches are two -fold-down'
walnut-wood ',trays. inset

into the backs at. \he fro.nt
seats. Rear, passen;ers al­
so have their own cigarette
lighter. Leg' and head
room .for both front' and
rear ':'J;lasscngers'. \s 'good
and .t1"8velllng 'rith:' o'nly
four hi the car Is mO,toring
in rea1 comfort.

The Snipe cruises et.'
fortlellly .at 9Q mph and
tha .nglne which .. does all
the work i. substantial: in
sin an� 'IJnprelslve Jot: Its
smoothne.. and',lilenee.

Thl. 'engln.,' tht..a .lItre;
In capacity, .hU,twln;.Zen•
Ith;Stromb.rg."c.r.bui.lto ....
a new' 1nl er' ' in'.nltold,
heml.ph.rlcal •• combjl'lloil
ch.mberl ' and :'; hlllh.em.
cl.ncy. exhau.t port••;., '

..

•

': Transmission rltlo
ehan&e. ", undet� normal
op.ratlon' ara dlmcult to
d.t.ct,' but b.coma '.rath.r
raggad "under hard accel.;
ration•.

. For what I. a fairly
heavy car -- with a kerb
welllht of 3571 Ib, - th.
Snipe'. tuel con.umptlon
Is not . excessively . heav�•
The testaver.geeonsump­

tlonwas 19,2 mpg.

".. Llk.: alii. Hu",b..., the
Snlpa Is eQllipp.d with disc
brakes . �n the front

whe.ls. hi this ca.. .ub.
stantlal . 11 i In. Glrllng.
Power-assistant,. liahte.ns
pedal ,pressures - a1)d the
depth of. stopping: pow.r !.
most, reaJlurlnc.

' .. Capacity. ot \h. luggage
boot. Is. 'ad.quata at 19.5
cubic t.al .;.. .. It could b.
.nlarg.d" but tI\I. would
mean 'elUng.down the 16.
gallon', tu.I' ta'nk wl\h �n
unllielcoma' reduction In
���;bl.li"ranga;

'I'q:SUM UPlV.iy.good
;...IU.• ��$W" taX paid.

, �;

HII,• ..,. '.1 . ih.•.•i�.;';,'). "�ilt .1t��iI,�'.�iI".'••.• ,,;.,-, wit..,
Co"" t., ".•••ct,.It" ,�.;�... .. .

4
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two distinct design philosophies.

Humber
Snipe

circle. Due to under.teer

and sclf.centerin2 lIction

considerable driver effort
is required on sharp turns
and sizeable road irregu­

larities are evidenced at
the wheel. "Road Con trol"
power steering, 8 R.lmbl.

er option in the US.A.,

would certainly enhance
(he "770",

The automatic tran.�mi9'

sion functions smoothly
though the change back to
I1rst when slowing is quite
nolicable. Two range.� are

provided but with icy
ronds D rarity here there
is little need la use 02
which dispenses with first

gear in the interests of
rclluced wheelspin. The
selector lever is on tne

right of the .teering col.
umn.

,,":.� SUPER SNIPE

When Chrysler look
over the Rootes Group,

one of the models i� ac­
quired was the' Hu:nber
Super Snipe - 8 luxury
family saloon with 8 defi.
nite. if not. widespread,
appeal for a loyal .e::tion
ot the Australian -motor.

ing public.

The car is typically BrI.
tish in origin - CO.'5er.
vallvely styled but J:1uch
smarter in Its latest form
_ and desisned to place
the emphaSIS on, s:lent,

comfortable travel from
point A to point B.

Because ot the smooth.
n• ., and qutetneu ot its
new, more po.... erful .Lx.

v

This particular road test

coincided with 0 weekend
visit'to the snow - 'and
the long, distance, relative­

ly, rast cruising involved,
seemed the type of .motor­
ing where the,Snipe show.

ed its best paces. The
miles flicked past effort­
lessly and for a car of Its

size - generously r.ropor.
tioned for six peop e - it
was relaxing and reassur­

in� to find how well it

handled 011 types of road

conditions.

•

Above the snow line. tor
instance, where the road
surfaces were both rough
nnd muddy, the Snipe

kept good traction, held
on well around the corn­
ers and generally, was very
,;table.

One small point here­

the absence of cold-start.
ing problems. The 'Snipe

has a manual choke. opera;

ted t>y a hori?ontal slot­
type control 'on the dash�
hoard marked In three
positions - cold start.'
warm up and normal. . As

a resule of this. and the
accurate adjustment of-the
choke mechanl$m. starting

after standingovernight:ln
the open was instantanc�

ous;

Since'my last previous
Humber Super Snipe test
which.: for a. variety of

I

realon'. ,,�u 'ft�e)�.i'�,:".&o/"�.!'''''�U'i.�'p1( '�flli.n�ntP'.'ntt.
I found many"" changea, ,ii;;;':lnatfU'rie I :o+colllPtll-
have been made. Inglptedometer and,'gaug-

The 'front end Ityllng, ea for,IlU prea.ure. eng1llo
with lti four headllghtl, temperotur�' and genarator
hal altered 'onlYlllghtly e!largo-,o;areJocat�,d In,two
with minor ,relhaplngof circular, �}�terl flanking
the grille; bonnet and traf. a Imauer, Inlet clo�.typ"
ficator IIghtl. But the n.ar houalngco.,talnlng tbe,fuol
and Ita" Ilmolt",fllt-back ftaug,:"",.,Multl.coloure�
look, llgulte<dllrerellt 2hta If0 provided for In
and' atoue!l'of,'llIarlDell dfcatof. ,;,headHght • beam,
that 'lIfta ;the','.ppelrance low�luo":!Ol!o", ,�ke;, Ignl.
very, a�ptablY;;,r<",;;�,:" t1on,and"bj'ak•.,IluI41Ivll

, " ,"" ,,,,,,<,",r'" and�and.brake ; operation,
Th. ' ,interior,S Is ",oVen"" ..... eloctrlc, dQCk.',iotand.

more luxurlous,with' new; ardfequiplllell!l''''" :placed
heater andventnatlon con- halfway, acroll thl" panel,
trois '&:. nO,lable', ',P,a"rt ': or, with t.b-tY�'lw1tch•• Jor
tho highly,polllhed "al. panal ,and 'headllghtl' on
nut-nnilhed and," well' ,either lido.:,"

•

_••• '•••, ••� . .;L .. ",.,.,_.,••,_".








