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I{oYEIIEER 281ts.

DEctsEm 6Tlr.

THi, HU}IBERETTE.

CALENDAR
AIIGUST 1q86

AUGUST 22i.,ir,. GENERAL MEOTING, DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00pt1,
FOLIOWING THE MEATING !}{ERE WILI 3E A SLIDE PRESENTATION
BY IEANK STOCKvT/TN.

SEI{TEI4BER 5Ti{ - ?TIi. }'IEIECURNU CLASSIC CAR SHO!,/, EXHIBITToN BUIIOTNG, CIrr,
10Al'1 - loPt'i EACH DAY.
ADMTSSToN i5.00 ADULTS. $2.50 CHTLDREN.
VOLTINTARY IiEtFtrRS RECEIVE A FRffi PASS FOR TTIEIR.
DUTY PERIOD.

SEIITANBER 14TI{. THERE hIIIt BE A NUTJtsER OF CLIIB CARs FEATURING A IUU,IBERS

BY THE DECADE" THEFIE, PARTICIPATING IN lIiB RoyAt
AGRICULTUNAT SROW SOCIETT PARADE IT{ROUGB THE CITY ON

IITIIS DAY.

SEPTH'IBER 26ffi. GEMENAL MEETING, DE|EPDENS HALI. 8.OOP!{.
(srrnrun: JoHN DylroND rRoM pENRrrE orl co.)

OCTOBEE 18TTI. STANDARD/VANGUARD CL1IB HOSTS A CO}tsINED CAR CtuBd DINNER
DINCE AT ETTTTAM NORTH flALL. COI'NTRY IND I{ESTERN THET,IE

INCI,UDING SOI.IE OID-TII4E DANCINC.
COST $18.OO PER HETD, CHILDREN HAI,T'PRICE.
IIvCtrgD"' ROAST OI\T $IE SPIT DINNER. B.Y.O. DNINKS.
T]CKETS IVAII,ASIE FROM SOCIAL SECRETARY TT AUGUST OR

SEPIE,IBER UEINTNG.

iltl l! KES'i SlrtAP IttEET ,ORCAIIIZED EY CEEVROLEI CLIIB.
KINCSTIIESTERN CAR PIRN, 522 ELIilDERS LAIIE, IIELSOIIRNE.
THE CLI]3 HAS A $IAI{D AT IHIS S}IAP l,IlXE['.

GEI{ERAL tlEglrllc, DEtspDEt[E EALL. 8.0opt{,

TNIIUAT CONCOURS DIELECAI{CE. DSEPDEI{E PARK.
11.0011{ - 4.00}!{. ilclunBs PRIDD 0F olt}rEnsElp $tI)
CIIrB VEHICI,ES DISPI,AY.

xovE{Bm 15IH-159tr. BE}rDrco shraP }tEElr $vD colttlmY Socl,t! catmgRlsc.

cEtEnAL UEE*Irc arD cgru$Iu s tREttr:Itp. DEEPDENE g tL.
It[Int pa8sEltsarlol Dlxtm. :"uBslcut,s cLItD. .

65 UEttrilGlof, Sr, UrfDSoR. ?.q)pt{.
cosT 116.00 pm nEtD. oilrcB fitIgE 0t !A3Ig. DRIImS
rT BAN PRICES.

tEE EI]II{BER C,AR CLUS OF VICTORI.,T. .IXCORPORAIgD.

UEETTNGS Ans EELD Oll tHE roIInrE mlnff OS EICH UOtg (ntgBPf mcwBEa) IN $rE :

HAtt Ar DFEPDETE PlAr , UBItmEoRgE BoAD, DEEIDEUE, CotfimCIIc AT 8.O0til.
I,IEwAY nEFERENCET llAP 46 L7/8.

fi,ll.***llfll

DIscI+I}lmr IHE TIEWS AliD OPINIONS EXPRBSSED Il{ IBIS ilAcAzI}IE ARE [04
}IECESSANII,Y IEOSE OF TEE EDIIOR ON CO}II,TITIEE OF IHE EIN{BSR CAR CII,B Otr'YICTORIA,

INCORPONATED.

r+.rt



II";PORTANTI::ar-D I},iPOiiT ANT: ! !
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II'{POHTAIiT::

-
This Hunberette contains a liftout Draft
letter to Mr. Tom Roper, l*linister for
Trarrsport. Your so-operati.on in signing

I the letter and forryarding it to the ltinis
' at the addrees atated or to;

rHE MINISTEN FOR TRANSPORT
GPO BoX 4910
UEIAOI'RNE. ]001. ,r

vould be greatly appreciated.
ftre proposed nev Roatl Safety 8i11, uhlle

being highly coanendable in nost lnetencea,
neverthelees containg aone rather dteturblng

eu8e8.
gectlong uogt relevant to us as rhobbyl

ounsrB rre 3cploiluaeil ln thc legezt-trc.

eaee reed then 8nd act accordlagly.
.S. Donrt forget to l&, the lctter rnal 8dd

ADDIESS| et the top.

Sufherland
Entigue fthict€

Xnsurance
SUITE 7, 663 VICTORIA STREET
ABEOTSFORD. VICTOR IA 3067

rh r-t PH(,^.8 I tr 429 5466

avarlable to members of
Veteran. Vr ntage. Classrc, Hrstoric

and "one make" Vehicle Clubs

TVIDE CHOIC€ OF COVERS AVAILABLE
INCLUOING

COVERS FOR CARS UNOER R€STORATION

I

l(rorES
tAUmA]lAl urunD

ullr.QN glrA[sffixlryolrBlrE

REtEREIG&n-?on rmi[[.I9(:o DATE 9th ]lato]960 IOTTJIE lY.

HLrUBlf . HIl,LllAN' SUNBEA}|, @Ul{n . KARRIIB

Eurber Super Snlpe Serlea I & It
grinp 91 ].e:'Jc!

llhea lwesttgatt'.g caaer of oi.l lea&r at tho otup an thr
follorLag polnts sboti.d b5 notrd. lt

1. Ott l€aLagc can occtltr fro a nunber of polnte abon tlbr
onp face Jolnt ard nay glrr the lrpaclo thst tbe fl"aagr
tofnt ls lcaLrng. O!.1 ean nltr a to thc n4 filangr rdge !d
f,tor alog betveen tbe flaagc edgr and atlfferer to thr sl.l
gapr betraen the cttt'fener edel aod then dorn a to thc bottcr
feee ol the srnp.

2. Attentlon sbc:ld * etvso t,o t&e fusl punp fbngs Jotntl
tappct cbanber coverl c the.',r bottan ceutrc firt.ng boltr
and oll fllter'aad Joln',;a.

Oll leak! io cot ocqr at the sunp flIangc FgYld.d that -tbc nql
Jotnt ls correctly fltt€d and the firbg boltr psoPof$ tlghtcncdo

3.
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PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
EDITOR
SOCIAL SECRETARY
MEI'{BERSHIP REGISTRAR
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l{orn Wattte 1935 Snipe. firLs superb classic vehlcLe Ls an eye catclrer
in any con1lant and tras been featured in varl'ous notor nagazLnes,
io"f"iiog 'tRdtored Carsr and fThe P.V.H.C. Clubts gld Falttlfulr.
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Edi tor-Treasurer ! Max Heazl ewood;
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1TIE IilNAERETTE

PRESIDENTTS REPORT (Kennedy's Klangers) I, 1986

Another nonth runs away fron us and have you ever noticed how tine seens to speed
up as you get older. l,taybe you havenrt notlced that in a short tine, our
concours will be on again.

Ttris year, please donrt go silly in the englne bay with sllver paint on aluninlun
or pipes. If lt was palnted from day one then palnt it, but please paint it the
rtght colour. If it was not painted, dontt paint lt but clean it properly.

Lots of cleaning of the correct parts are tyo of the nost lnportant itens in
preparing your car for concours. Certainly I could go on with a long llst of
itens but I feel comon sense is your best guide.

Over the last few issues of our wonderful Club Newsletter, Max Heazelwood from
Tasnania has submitted a very good run down of the Natlonal Rally 1986 heLd at
Forbes N.S.l{. I would llke to thank Max for all his tine and effort Ln preparing
the serles of artlcles on the Rally.

Hore efforts like Maxrs are what we need to help our Newletter renain as good in
the future as what it has been up to date. So get your pens out and letts have
those stories. Once agaln, thank you Max for the series.

Once more f call for itens to go onto our Club Trading Table. With Spring just
around the corner, maybe a few outings or spare plants lf you can spare then.

Septenber is the month of the Classlc Car Show and we still need nore people to
help run our Club stand. So if you can see your way clear, please ring Margaret
Will-irnott so your nnme can be enlisted onto the roster.

Well, best I slgn off for now and until the next get-together Ir11 say bye for
nolf o

Bob Kennedy.

****:F*******:t**:t***'i*************************************:t*******************

MINTITES OF GENERAL I'{EEMNG OF IICCV INC.

HELD ON STTNDAY JTILY 27TH AT DEEPDENE HALI

Ttre neeting was opened at 2.10pn by President Bob Kennedy who welconed a1-1

present.

NEW MEMBERS & VISITORS PRESENT: BrLan Parkinson (East hncaster) - Serles IV
Super Snipe and Charles Speed (Country nenber fron Warrnanbool).

APOIQQIES: Vlc Wllson, Frank Stockwin, Dr. & Mrs Rees, Harold & Adelatde
ffi[ffi, ossie & Marie Grande, Loreita.

MINLIES: As publlshed in JuI-y llunberette, yere accefted as correct. Moved Ralf
Ctralners, secon4ed Ton McAlplne.

CQRRESPONDENCE: In: R. Silcock (Qtreensland) - Hunber Aid, Reservoir Buslness &

Copytng Services - Invoice, Australla Post - New registratlon and postal chargest
Austin A40 Club - Change of address, Austin A40 Club - Acknowledgement of above,
Terry Morris (Waterval-e S.A.) - Menbershlp enqulry, R. Rowlinson (Bendigo) -
Ctrange of addrese, BasLl Dowie (Stratford) - Menbership sub, L. Bennett -
Menbershlp forns and letter, Timothy Stone - Letter of thanks, Gary Knox (Bright)
- Membership enquiry, Sutherland Insurance - Newsletter and change of address,
A.O.M.C. - Re proposed Road Safety Bill, Return nagazine (P. Vincent).
2
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Correspondence Out: Australia Post - Re notification of address change, AustLn
A40 Club - Change of address, B. Dowie, B. Parklnson, G. Knox - Menbership forns,
T. Morris - Referral to S.A. Club, S.A. Hunber Club - Notiflcatlon of S.A. Hunber
enquLry.
Correspondence received. Moved K. Willinott, seconded R. Dunlop.

EICIIANGE I,IAGAZINES: HCC of S.A., HCC of Queensland, HCC of AustralJ-a,
ffi N.2., c.H.A.c.A, Austin A40, Austin M.v.c.,
Standard/Vanguard, S. A.T. 0. C., Daiml-er/Lanchester.

REK)M: The current balance is $959.05. Treasurerrs report received.
H. Sadlon.Spencer, seconded

EDfTORTS REP0RT: 150 nagazines distributed. Menbers reactions were requested to
occaslonal non Hunber arti.cles in the Humberette. Dr. Joseph Spencer offered to
photograph, rithout cost, menbers cars for Club albun and magazlnes.

Request for outstanding library Loan to be returned pronptly.
Hairdbooks now available.

REP REPORT: Next neeting Ls on August 6th. Invlcta Coaches have a
Bay to Birwood Tour in Septenber.

PARTS NEEDED & CABq j0e SALE: Murray Roberts requires diff. for Series III Vogue.
eranda1rfi1terforSerl.esIIVogue.Ih.Joseph

Spencer requires two front lens for Series Snipe. Ralf Chalmers t.H.S. head
light surround (eye brow) for Series fII Snlpe.

GENERAL BUSINESS

1. IfINE BOTILING - Jack l{aring is able to arrange supply if sufficient interest
ls shonn. tlhtte or red v.ine available through Vernont Cellars.

2. ROAD SAFETf BILL - There was consl-derable discussion on thLs proposed new
Bill particularly with regard to the need to obtaln a roadworthy certiflcate
before selllng any registered car and also elinination of the fBlue Labelr schene
and the proposal for possible future introduction of annuaL roadworthy
inplications nas also discussed.

Barbara Dunlop suggested that a draft letter be included wlth the next llunberette
so that nenbers nay forward a protest to their local M.P. Dr. Joseph Spencer
moved and Mary Burfoot seconded that the Club rrite to the Mlnlster for
Transport, protestlng against some sections of the proposed ner Road Safety 8i11.
Motion carried unanimously.

3. CLASSIC CAR SHOht - The President gave a run down on plans and locatlon for
this show. Volunteer nanporf,er is needed for settlnS upr dismantllng and nannlng
the stand. Tom McAlpine nentioned that the Queensland Club had won a handsome
ptlze fron entering in a sinl-lar show.

4. BENDIGO SWAP MEET (November 15th/16th) - Chas Speed Lndlcated that he had been
able to arrange for the Club to occupy a stand right opposite the naLn gate.
This ls nalnly for promotlonal activlties but some parts may be for sale.

5.-CLUB ROOMS - Dr. Joseph Spencer brought up the possibility of the Club being
able to build or purchase its own Meeting Roon through the provislon of prlvate
finance. Dr. Joseph Spencer outlined how he envlsaged this nouLd operate for the
benefit of nembers.

There being no further business, the neeting was closed at 3:35pn following whlch
an Lnterestlng display of tbush nagict was presented by Ctras Speed. Afternoon
tea concluded the day.

******************'f*********:f********:f:tc'i*******t,F*#**#******#***************

REPORT:
of L926



SOCIAL NEWS AND NOTES

Ilello everyone! It lras very satifying to see so many at our last Sunday
afternoon neetlng. It seens a much^nore preferable arrangement for country andfanlly nenbers. . I -think Chas Speedrs rbush nagicr perfornance had both young and
old spell-bound (and our Dr. Joseph was rather worried there for a few mlnut.i!).
Arrangenents are now ln hand for the End of Year Presentation Dinner which is to
be held at the MusicLans C1ub, Windsor on Saturday December 6th. The cost per
head of $16.00 incLudes a three course neal and orange julce at table. Ttre Clubis a llcensed prenlse and other drinks are available at bar prlces. We will be
askLng at the next neeting for an indication of those attending. There is arnple
street car parking beside the C1ub.

llext neeting I vill also have tickets for the Conbined Car Clubs Country and
Western Ilinner Dance at Elthan North on Saturday October 18th. Ttrese are $18.00
each and if anything like last year, it is a nost enjoyable evening. I{e are
hoplng to nake up a table of HCCV participants for thls occasion. I wilL need
money for the tickets by the September meeting.

Iast weekend-, Keitlr and__I along with Ron and Eleanor Forth spent a most pleasant
weekend at the Geelong Historic VehicLe Rally. Cars came from throughoui
southern Victoria for this Ra1ly and they certainly nade an lnpressive display at
Eastern Beach where we all net for lunch. There was a preponderance of ".ily-nodel vehicles of many different narques. Anong the lOL entrants, I noticed Don
Taggert from Warrnanbool whose 1913 bright yellow Wolseley nill be renenbered
fron our recent Club Ra1ly in that city. Our Hunbers were amongst the more
recent nodels parading during the two day Rally but they drew their fair share of
coments. ldaybe next year we can have some Mark Models participating.

Finally, nay f warnly welcome our new menbers for this nonth; Brian and Mariah
Parkinson and Gary Knox. We hope you enjoy your tirne anongst, us. See you at the
next neetlng.

Margaret.

**********************************************>f,********************************

rcR SALES

HK 6 Havk 1955. Excellent nech, body very good, tn daily use, reg vith r/w/c,
$600. Contact Rob, Barbara or David Dunlop, Ph: 439 7059.

tStan the Battery !,tant - Batteries to suit Hunbers. New $64, 12 months pro-rata,
rebuilt $25 and 6 nonths guarantee. Contact Jack lrlaring.

tstLckersr - City of Coventry. Made for inside window, available in four colours
as these are fron the city of our cars, $2. If interested, please ring Jack
Warlng on 725 9884.

1968 Series 5 S/Snipe, reg no. JZB 567, reg until April r87, alpine whlte, redlnterior, recondttl.oned engine and auto transmission, excel-l-ent condition inside
and out, $2r2W ornooo
Contact Paul Anastasslou, 23 Barry Street, Brunsrrick 3086, Ph: 690 1855 (B/H).

Tno Series Hawk engines, one complete, one less starter and generator, $50 o.n.o
for the 1ot. Contact I'datt Holnes on 749 2895.

*******************************************************************************

(



-L-L-L&&44& J. J-&-..r.r-&-r-++&-L J. TASSIE TOPICS -r. $J--r-$-r-.L J--r--L J.J.JJ+J JJ J--t--L

This month allow me to introduce some nen Memmbers to the Club, l'1r. Terry Scyles of
New Norfolk who is restoring a MKIII Snipe, tsill & Gloria Rumley also of New Norfolk,
they have a 1953 MKIV Snipe which was originally on of the Royal Tour fleet cars for
the Queens visit in'54. Mr. Stan Kay of Petchys Bay Cygnet has three cars in his
Humber Stable, t\do Ser.IV Snipes and a Ser.III Snipe.

Terry Styles of. 12 Henry Cres. New Norfolk Phz OO2-bt34t7, is after the following parts
to complete the restoration of his MKIII, hubcaps (full set), wheel trims, door handle
R.H. side front, Super Snipe bonnet script, heater, trafficator arm ass., wiper arms &
blades' rear view mirror (int.), park light lenses, chrome runnlng board strip, any help
with chese parts will be greatly appreciated by Terry Irm sure. A full report on Terryts
car wlll appear later.

I presume 'rExaminer',readers saw the add placed by
concerning the sale of three Humbers, these being
Cross MKIII Pullman, he onty purchased these cars
year, presumably hoping to rip sornebody off. Any

How about you Tim, do you know anything?
i\-' Brian Chandler of 70 Beach Road, Kingston Beach, 7151, Ph: 0Cl2-296938 wishes to flnd a

good home for his 1963 l'lKI. Sceptre, exterlor in Bronze Metalic (orig.), int. pale brown
seats and door trim with black dash and brown carpets, these have been professionally
made. New furflex has been fitted, interior is near perfect and orlginal. The car is
presently showing 70,OO0 orig. ttls, has new exhaust, original motor fitted, spare g'box
and o'drive is included. The car is fitted with good radials, nerd universal joints, the

- discributor has been rebuilt, a new battery is fitted and is reglstered't1l1 Feb.t87.
Brian is asking a very reasonable $26o0.o0 and he inforrns me that with very little

effort can be brought up to concours st,andard. His first love being Sunbeams, herrce the
' forced sale of his Sceptre. Brian has supplied me with a short history of his car.

The car was orlginally brought to Australia by Proff. Cobbold (chairman of Royal Hobart
Hospital at t,ime) purchased in England new from-Tollgate GaragerGravesend, London-sticker
on side window varifies this. Proff. Cobbold traded car in the early '7Os. It sub-
sequently passed through the hands of several owners. According to t,he owner before Brlan
two of the previous owners were deceased, hence ic was stored for a number of years.

The car according to Brian is in amazing condlt,ion, suffering a couple of mlnor dents
and one tiny little rust hole in passenger front door. The boot lid needs a respray.

\-' Brian is keen to see this car go to a worthy home and an appreciative buyer.

I have received an interesting letter from ANTIQUE MOTOR SPARES of P.O. Box 140rKilkenny,
S.A., 5009, concerning screen printing of motor franchise slgns. Tf. any body can supp-
ly an original sign, add., or photo of a Humber service or dealership slgn, even a ROOTES
sign , thls Cornpany can silk screen print onto metal plates ln the original colours for
the reasonable price of $18.OO each plus $5.0O P&P. I personally would llke to see more
of this sort of thing as their is preclous llttle around of this type of Humber memorabillia.

RecenEly I have been into contact with Pip Rowlands(Club Registrar HCCA)regards the National
Humber Register which is being set up to record as rnuch information on Humber cars from
all che Clubs in Australia. I feel it is the duty of all cocerned Humber owners to offer
as much assiscance as possible and forget whlch Club you belong to, take the overall view
that Hunbers come first and foremost. I am compiling the Tasmanian Register at the moment
of Club and non Club cars. As has been polnted out before this includes parts carsrwrecks,
rust,y hulks in paddocks. The main details required are; the engine chassls No. body No.

, and any other identlfication Nos. and plates. Also che origlnal colours lf this is at all
possible. A11 this info. will be colated and used for the identification of each modeln
and from this we shall be able to ascertain Nes. built etc. Your cooperation will be

a greatly appreciated, after alL it is to our mutual benefit is'nt it?

former Member Elwyn Mullens of Longford
two MKIII Snlpes and the ex Governor
at the Bothwell auction in Sept. lasL
Member able to throw some light on thls?



These two plctures
gaurded by a sheep

deplct how not
who thought it,

to treaE your Humber. Jealously
made a good wind break.

About the only thing lntacL was Che motor. It was purchased for $5O.
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Victorian Club memberrDale O'Sullivan during the pick up of his 1C35
Snlpe [80il. This car 1s vlrtually 1O0% originalrruns llke sr.'iss r.ratch

The Snlpe r'80rr rests in
belng admlred by family

the driveway of che
members. The car is

0'Sullivan horne and is
in amazing condicion.



AUTrcAR, 12' 7L1le l$a

TWO WORLDS-OISE CAR

Complete with fttg#l S:ffi:A'ffi: HUMBER
euery refi,ncment ffi*"T"fi#"Tl-JT # SCEPTRE
for un d,er 810w ffi*r"#f"lxT_#ffi for hmury in a
* Rally proved engiue gives over g0 n.p.h. with acceleration to match * Self
cancelling overdrive on top and third gearo * Full instnrmentation iacluding
rev. counter, watertemperature andoiL pressure gaug€s, ammetcr, hadlamp
flasher, panel light rlilllmer * Full aize lock-up glove box with grab rail above
* Clock and cigarette lighter * Contoured, adjustable seatiag * Complete
carpeting including &o boot * Built-in heating and ventilating gygtem

throughout * Servcassisled brakes, with diss at the front * Cowled tsin
headlamps r. Reversinglampo * Overidere and wheel trim discs * Superbly
balanced suspension for leecb-like badholding * No greasing pointa . . . AU
tluse ore etandard at rcmarhebly low price d 49trt.8.9 (88?5 plw p.t 81?e8'9)

sportingnwod
F wM &k froar ta{rr ne?st Rootcs Oraft r

ROOTES
lrfiOTORS
Lllt,rlTDI)

{qntr rnfco . unflff 0f rooltt roroRs ur|lEo
UlmrSrtffi/ilD tliom OnSI'l; noores U$IA,
lcto$frc |ld!E . nocADrll. . r0moil u.t.
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THEAUTOMOBILE.AUGUSTIS5 i

Intpiration...the 1912 78mm x l56mm 2-obr
Pctgtot , bac secn in the hand: of Rdni Tbonas ia
thc 1912 Grand Prix de Betgiqu.
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By A.B.Demous

1,ff

s..J; -

1n the concluding paragraphs of
Imy article 'Four Inches of His-
tory'relating to thb l9O8 TT Hum-
tiers in the October 1984 issue of
Tbe Autamobile I hinted that there
may perhaps be more to the post-

1914 history of Humber's 1914 fi
cars then at first would seem to be
the case. Again, when concluding
my article'Sunbearns in the Shade'
(T be Autom obilc June I 98 5) relating
to the Sunbeams, Vauxhalls and

Peugeots in the l9l3 C-oupe de
I'Auto I mentioned that l9l4
would reveal just how C-oatalen for
Sunbeam and Pomeroy for Vaux-
hdl set about tackling the Peugeot

(Contind)

,ll

threat.



lHE AUTOMOBILE, AUGUST IiII'

In an article in a distinguished cootempor-
ary that appeared in November 1977 tfarmer
Sunbeam employee revsaled the fascinating
truth as co how Coatalen, by dint of cunning
and much secrecy, obtained one ofthe 2-ohc
Pargeoa ard tocally dismembcrc'd it in dr pr-
vacy ofhis own home and thus brought about
the new design of2-ohc Sunbeam raccrs for the
l9l4 season, with the TT and French GP in
mind. That noted Sunbcam authoriry A.S.
Heal was present when the first-hand srory was
toldand he asked the Sunbcam employee, Mr
A.P. Mitchell, C.Eng., AMlMeche., how it
came about that F.T. ('Monkey') Burgess, at
the time Chief Enginecr at Humber lrd., had
produced an almost identical design (e<cept

for the 'handed' cylinder blocla...to avoid
copyright claims, perhapcr) for the l9l4 TT
Humbcrs. It was reponed that Mr Mitchell
would not be drawn, except to say that 'Mr
Howard, the Sunbeam !(/orks Manager, knew
Mr Burgess...'.

In the case of the l9l4 TT Humbers this
close similarity to the l9l4 Peugeoa was rc
have curious consequences. As is well known,
Burgess, who had been much in conrat with
\f,O. Bentley when the larter was concemed
with the production of his famous zreroengines
(which Humber, among many others, pro-
duced during the l914-18 war), went to join
rJ(.O. Bentley when the new Bentley projecc
was being designed after the l9l8 Armistice.
Burges was intimately concerned with certain
aspecrc ofrhe new 3Jitre Bentley design, and
it now appears jusr possible rhat there rnay be
a much clmer retrospective link, so ro speak,

berween the first experimental 3-litre Bentleys
and the Burgess-designed, Peugeot-inspired
l9l4 TT Humbers than has hitherto been sus-
pected.

The whole of this fascinating scenario has

consBntly niggled me for very many yerrs and
I have made myself a confounded nuiusance to
many good folk by pursuing this particular
hobby-horse relentlessly. Sadly, I cannot at
rhis stage say thar I have proved my point, but

Cutalm\ tbinly ditgtircd amion of tb Pqrat
in thsbapof tlte 19i4TT Snbam, inrbh casc

th car driam to TT uictory by Keneln l* Gsin-
nert.

u

nerenheless rgaden with a lcaning mvards
that ftequently asked question 'tVtrete do old
racing cars go?' may bear with me if only rc
slroot me down with some damning erridence

rhat has so far eluded me. It is even remotely
pcsible that some individual may ctxne up
with the visal missing information that would
rc strengthen rny hypothesis as to make it vir-
tually cenain to be correct!

To start at the beginning. Th Motor of 17

March l9l4 makes the 6rst mention of the
new Humber TT cars...'Three cars have been

eocerd for rhe race'; Tln Aatrar, with che dis-
adrrantage of appearing on a Friday instead

af Tlx Motor\ Tveday appearance, reponed on
2l March 1914... 'Three cars of similar
desigo ate being constructed'. (There is a sub'
dy different interprcration here, please note.)

The TT race icelf tmk place on lCVl l June
l9l4 and the three Humber fi cars were dri-
ven by Burgess himself (No. 2), !f.G. Tuck,
then Humbeis most experienced racing man,
(No. l3), and Sam Wright (No. 20), whoae

Isle of lv{an experience was greater with
Humbcr motorcycles than with their cars.

Tuck's car, no doubt on account ofhis grrater
racing experience, was much 'hotter' in the
canrshaft depanment and pcsibly in other
mechanical details. It was extemally easily dis-
tinguishable from the others by having no

cross-members between the dumb-irons
imnrediately forward of the radiator and hav-
ing an extended staning handle supported by
a U-bracket on the cross-member at the for-
ward extremity of the dumb-irons. Both the
other cars in the race had a cross-member

immediately forward of the radiator arrd their
staning handles wene not extended. Therc
werc a number of other minor differences in
appcarances but these, bcing difficult to spot,
need not concern us. Although all three Hum-
ben in the race retired, no less a nran than
Kenelm lce Guinness whowas to win drat TT
for the rival Sunbeam rcam, clearly had a high
regard for the performance of Tuck's 'hot'

Humber, as witnessed by what he said of it in
vriting to his hmily shonly before the rce
iself:- 'All going well here. Our bcst lap 39
min. for the 17Vz rniles.. .Straker-Squire and

orc Humber very 'Hot Stuff. Kenelrn.'This
vras dated 2 June 1914 and addres,sed to Nigel
Guinaess, Newlands, Putney Vale, Iordon,
sw.

Iflith the threat of war looming errcr clcer
and son to become a realiry therc us little
rime left for funher motor racing and in any
case Humbers, unlike Sunbearn and Yaurhall,

Tb l9l4 TT Humber team, L to r:
Vight's cn (No. 2O); Btgcs' car (No.V);
Txck\ ar (No. I3). Tlx diffnnt toss-membd
sta*itry-ludtc anfg*ration on Tuch't car can h
de,ady unt.

ngfutratioa namhn;Tach\ carans DU 4532.

had no intention of conresting the French GP
at Lyq'$. So only one of rhe TT Humbers
apparad in competition again before the war,
and ttm was Tuck's car which he drove at
Brokhnds on 3 August.

Orrcr very many yeanJohn Taring., Histo-
rian of the Humber Register, and I have
cloaely explored even the most tenuous ofleads
to information relating to the subsequenr fate
of*rese l9l4 TT Humbers. A Mr F.R. rf(/aley

wrote that a friend of his, one C.A. Morrell-
Miller, bought one of them lare inJune 1914 (
(i.e. only a week or two after the TT) and took v
it to France ioJuly ofthat year, and on the out-
break of war it was commandeered by the
Frcnch authorities for desgatch work. A
phocograph that was certainly of a l9l4 Tl
Humber equipd with lamps and sketchy
rmd equipment appeared in the motoring
press in 1964. This photograph was said.;':;,3o

have been taken in France, though perso*ally
I doubt this. This, if Mr rU(aley's memoryiis
correct after a lapse ofso rnany years, may or
rnay not have a significant part to play in the
possible subsequent history of these cars- For
the morrrnt let's lgave it on one side for further
consideration later.

That Hurnber Ltd may have parted with
one member of their costly-te'produce racing
teant so soon after the event is given some cre-
derce by the fact thrr Th Motor of 24
Novembcr 1914 reponed 'rwo of the cars zue

now for sale, tuned up and overhauled'. Two
ort ofthe three racers, please note. So where
was the other one? Poosibly in France as recal-
led by Mr Waley. However, Tlx Aatuar of 16

January 1915 reponed'The 1914 fiHumber

Wigbt\ aad Bugal cer oattido tln Hunber
HQfor tl*TT. TbE att uezring thir Cwenny
ngfutratioa nambr; Tach't car atas DU 4832 .



driven by !(.G. Tuck oM fu sale by
Henry Gamer Ltd, of Birmingharn, forl4gt'.
This could infer that Tuck's car s,as not ooe of
the two referred toby Tb lvlxor rhe prwious
November; it could infer rhat it was one of
thoee rwo but it, or borh, had not rheo found
a buyer. (Who wants old racing cars in the
midst of a war, even if popular opinion at the
time prediced the war would be over by
Christmas?). So this item adds nothing posi-
tive to our saga.

However, some six monrhs later Tbc Mut
of 29 June I 9 I 5 came up with 'Charles Iane of
Euscon Road, Iondon N'S( have for sale the
tbre Humber racing cars rhat wcre built for
last year's fi for f 500.' Now, this once again
brings three cars together but implies rcme
doubts . If one of thern wenr to France in July
L9l4 it could have rerurned to this corntry by

June 191i. If one of them went to Fr:ure but
did not at that rime rerurn to Brimin we could
have four cars! Anyway, nobody seemed keen
to buy them which, after all, is not surprising
in wartime. So with the merest suggestion
thac implies a possible fourth car we musc
leave them in the obscurity of war-rar"aged
Europe until after the 1918 Armistice and the
re-awakening of motor sporr in this country,
and pardcularly ofBrooklands in 1920.

trce.

In that year three fi Humbers did inde€d

reapp€:ar. True, one of them was rc relapce into
obscurity agaio until 1914 when it l*rs disco-
vered in the Grdiffarea by Kenneth Neve who
subsequently bought it aod uscs it regularly o
the delighc ofall. As I have already hinted, this
survivor is the best docurnented ofany ofttre
l9l4 Humbers rc there is lirtle need toenlarge

inplrrgnst ol car priot a tln pce.
Bngas biwclf $andr on th extrcm lcft, bandt
in puhat.

upon its individual history at this point. At
the rnaterial time we are now discussing, rhe
immediate post-war years, it was o*ned by C.
Sgonina and regisrered L4770. Sgonina used it
on the road and in local compctition until
a}:ot* 1927. Two photograpbs of this car
when in Sgonina's ownership are reproduced
and show it to be completely origimt apan
frorn the additioo from time rc rimeofqrrtan
rod equipment. Details of this car very kindly
supplied by its present owner will bediscussed
larer in rc far as they may effect my hypothesis
as to the true history of the l9l4 TT Hum-
bers.

I(hen Brooklands re-opened for rring in
l92O rwo of rhe l9l4 TT Humbcrs appeamd.
One was raced by V.G. Barlow and carried
the Registratioo No. AA8444, a Hampshire
number issued during tlre warperiod. Accord-
ing to the registration authorities the AA
series ran from 1903 to October 19t7. It may
be remarked that Badow had himself raced at
Brooklands prior to the war, at one tirn€ wirh
a Sunbeam registered AA4l6t with which he
competed in the Private Competircrs Hand-
icap, drc l1th lO0mph Short Handicap and
ttr l6th lOOmph long Handicap in April
1914. Conceivably then, Barlow could have
bought this ex-Tuck car about rhe rime rhat
Chades lane of Euston Red was adrertising
the three TT cars for sale at rhe erd ofJune
1915. He presurnably thought that this car,
even if he was uoaware of the fact that it qras

dre'hot' o<-Tuck car, would be competitive
enough wheo the patmy &ys of pea.ce

rgurnad.
The uher one of the fi cars to appear at

Brmklands was driven by P. Rampoer- It had
betrr registered, or re-rcgisrcrd, as XAIO47
and whcn Rampon produced it for dr Privase
C.ornpcritors Handicap at the Aqgur Bank
Holiday Meeting on 2 August 192O it was
painted black and apparently still had its orig-
fural Humber eogine. The pmgramnrc for this
er&nt guorcs it as having a bo'rdstrclce of
82mm x 1t0mm, otalling 3169cc. Tlre
strol<e mcasurement is at variance with that
r"srally quosed for the fi Humbec, namely
lJ&nm, giving a s$'ept \tolume d j291cc.
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rV.G. Barlow too had enrered his ex-Tuck car
for the same event. The engine details quoted
in the programrne for his car are standard fi
Humber, and his car was fnished in dark blue
with red wheels. The cars ran as Barlow No. 4
and Rampon No. J in thar Private Com-
petiton Handicap, but Rarnpon had also
entered his car for the l0rh 75mph Short
Handicap, the 10th 75mph Iong Handicap
and the AugustJuniorSprint Handicap. Bar-
lowt other entry with the Humber was in rhe
21st l0Omph Shon Handicap. This evenr is
significant to <xrr story because it proves that
there cao be no confi.rsion between Bador/s
and Rampon's cars at this time.

Barlow had done and continued to do some
modiGcadons to his car's engine during his
ownership, to which I shall reftr again, but
small mechanical details apart, his ex-Tuck car
remained sondard undl it 'surfaced' again in
new ownership in the early l9j0's. Nor so
Rampon's car. He srill soughr better perfor-
mance at Brmklands from it and to this end
he 6tted a'foreign'engine, said by some ro be
Vauxhall, but which desn't seem to tally with
any known Vauxhall specification. This mod-
ification, however, r'as short-lived. The bore/
stroke of this odd engine were quotd as

l02mm x 160mm, giving5?)kc. !(/hatever
engine it was it blew up in a big way, rhrow-
ing a rod at the Easrer Meedng, 1921. Th
Motor wrote:- '. . .6cted q'ith a GP engine of
another famous make...the Humber sped
round for one lap and *as doing over 100mph
on the banking under the Members Bridge
when the engine seized solid...che con-rod
was found on the crack, rhe cylinder is still
mising'.

Rampon then 6tred a Sunbeam-Arab aero-
engine which necessitared modifications ro the
bonoet and radiator ro rqueeze it in, although
the car still m4naged to look vaguely like a TT
Humber, but was termed the Martin-Arab.
Incidentally, the picture ofthis car in Boddy's
'History of BtooLlaeh' shows it with the
'foreign'(query Vauxhall) engine in place. In
its larer Martin-Arab guise it was illustrated
on p. 1087 of Tb Motor of 27 Jdy 192 1. The
Sunbeam Arab engine details are quored as 8-
cylinder, l20mm x l30mm.

Let us recap for a momenr. The years 1920/
2l thus irccounc for three Humber TT cars:-
(l) the ex-Burgcss car in Sgonina's ownership
in Cardiff; (2) the ei(-Tuck car in Barlowt
ownership still in original form; (3) what was
gesumably the ex-Wright car in Rampon's
ownership with qtensive modifications.- (Continued)

's'hot' ear in the race. Note tbe extended
rtarting-bandle and the rtlt frot madgrard.
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Rampon did not make any success out of his
modifications to the car and it is presumed it
was broken up.

But at this poinr onwards furthercornplica-
tions rear their ugly heads. It is a q'ell
documented fact thar Benrley Motors 'ac-

quired' one of the l9l4 TT Humbers for
Burgess' experimenral development ofthe new
3litre Bentley design. Accounts record that
this car was acquired in 1919. A.F.C. Hill-
stead in his Fifty Ytars witb Motor Cat makes
it very-plain thar he rhoughr the l9l4 TT
Humber that Bentleys had a thoroughly
coarse, lumpish and unsatisfactory carand he
couldo:t understand what on eanh Bentleys
wanred. ir for. It is amusing ro note thar the
very pl&iors over which he is most darnning are
just dS'features the rhe present owner, Ken
Neve, lnd others have extolled as virtues! Hill-
stead wrote: 'Hon'ever, gradually it became
apparenr rhat the chassis of the new llitre
Bentley was to bear a strong resemblance to
this very curious machine' and then goes on to
castigate rhe fi Humber! lnThcA*r Bmtley
Ban (Nagle) Walter Pennal recalls the excite-
ment at the Bentler- Vorks on the arrival of
the 'the l9l4 TT Humber racing car that
Burgess had driven'. Ir would be rrarural rhat
Burgess would want to have his old No. 2 of
the TT at Bencley's, and Hillstead usesastan-
dard, Atttrar picture rhat was gs€d to illus-
trate their first description ofthese cars in the
issue of 2l March 1914, with Burgess at the
wheel. But since that particular car was in the
ownership of Sgonina in Cardiff at ttre time ,

one is left with bur rwo alrematives: it was

indeed Burgess' own (No. 2) car that Bentley
had 'borrowed' from Sgonina; or one rnust
interpret Pennal's 'tbat Burgess had &iwn' as

meaning something orher rhan a refererrce to
No. 2 in the race.

uas a yoanger brotber tf Artbar Saxnd*t (Sm),
Bngatl racing necbnic.

So otrce again, even leaving aside the remote
possibility that the car said to have been taken
to France in l9l4 by Morrell-Miller could sdll
be out there, we are faced with the pcsibility
that there could be four cars, Sgoninal, Bar-
low's, Rampon's and the 'Bentley'car- We
shall need to revert to the Hurnber/Bo,tley
Iink but for the msment let us leave things'in
the air' until a new arrival adds to the mptery'.

h 1921 C.D. r$(/allbank purchased a pre-

urar racing car in Folkestone. rUfhen k did so
he was under the impression that what tr had

bought was a pre-war racing Peugeot, rthkh
on account of their many successes, were much
better known than were the fi Humbers.

,6

AIso, strangely enough, none of,the fi Hum-
bers bort any 'm:uque' identification shat-
soever. There is photographic evidence *rat
this car was in original condirioa when
l0allbank purchased it, though it was in poor
mechanical order. \(allhank relates dat lre
believed hiscar, when hewas assuredofitsral
identity by Brooklands cognoscenri wten tre
took it there, to be the one that had formedy
been at Bentley Motors. At any rare, its orgi-
nal condition effectively rules out thepcsibil-
ity of it being rhe Rampon car. At this stage
cne may wonder from where this car had
indeed materialised. Two possibilities corne rc
mind: (i) that, as \il(allbank believed, it was

rhe ex-Bentley car that Bentley Motors lrad
disposed of prior to rhe arrival of r$Talter Has-
san at the Bentley l0/orls (see his corDrneo$
later). Ifthis were so, one can undersmod that
Bentley would wish ro dispose of the Humber
thar had had so much influence on ttrir 3-
lirres as discreetly as possible, not wishing to
advertise this facr when their production cars

were by this time a household word; or(ii) the
long forgorten Morrell-Miller car had arrived
in Folkestone from France...an easy trip. If
ever indeed this car did go to France in 1914 it
could have stayed there, stashed away pe*raps
by some optimistic Britisher or eveo by Mor-
rell-Miller himself and then lefr there because

whoever had it in France hiled to survive the
holocaust. Any Frenchman finding it would
be familiar with the racing Peugots, but
probably totally unaware of the fi Humbers
which had never appeared on foreign soil.
Both these thories are but speculation ard in
no way effect rhe core ofmy hypothesis. For it
was not until t07allbank, having modifed the
car and raced it wirh minor success ar Brook-
lands, came to dispoee of it around Qnl$
that the car itself becomes perhaps rhe lcy to
the srory.

If another recap may be forgiven, rhe siru-
ation io l910l3l is:
(l) the ex-Burgess fi car stored in Sgonina's
keeping in Cardiff;
(2) the Rampon car, presumably ex-Sam
\$flright, and presumably broken up, and
ceftainly lost to ken;
(3) the ex-Tuck, ex-Barlow car AA8444,
still in original condition and now in rhe

\V.G. Bmlnu in the ex-Tttck car ln red at
Brnhlands il 1920. Note th xtadd stzxting-
furrdle.

Two dans of tbe ex-Barges car wbm in tbe own-
asbip of Sgoxiru, c.1920. Pltysical details con-

f-rd b K. New, tbe car't prumt annr, make it
iacontmtertible tbdt tbit is tbe ur portrayed at th
bud of The Autocar's Marcb 1914 acouat
utitb Burgas at tln ubel and diuen by Bttgu in
tlx race.

ownership of Patrick Hamilton-Adams of
Birmingham.
(4) the l7allbank car, modified by him, then
sold to Ashford-Fleet, and road-tested and
written up in Motor Sprt inMay 1931 in the
Yeteran Types'series. About this time this
ex-Vallhank car, entered by Miss Victoria
Iforsley, to be driven by either AsMord-
Fleet orG. Glyn, was dqe to run in the Kent
& Sussex MC's lewes Speed Trials on 19 Sep-
tember. 1931. It was entered for the Super-
Sporting Cars (Unlimited) class, and in the
Handicap class. Its number in the former
clas$ was 50. The quoted capaciry of i458cc
tallies with that given to \Tallbank at the
l7hitsun Meeting at Brooklands in 1927,
the car having been bored out to 84mm.

I am uncertain whether rhe car did in factin No. 20. C .I .S . ar 'Cir' Saaa&rt
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compere in the Lewes event. Either on the
way or on che way back it suffered mechani-
cal malady (unspeci6ed) and was left at the
premises of S.F. Erskine & Sons, I Con-
naughr Road, Brookwood, Surrey. Nobody
ever came to reclaim it and I have it on the
authority of Mr Erskine's son, who recalls
the car well, that it was repaired and driven
at high speed on the Portsmouth road when
a Mr D. Dwyer-Gibbs had ideas of buying
ic. In the event, he did noc do so, but it was

bought by someone who presunrably had

connections with Thornycroft at nearby
Basingstoke, for he came to collect the car in
a brand-new Thornycroft lorry. All of this is
confirmed by Mr Dwyer-Gibba with whom I
have corresponded. After that. . . nothing! If
only we had photographic or documentary
evidence that would revsal whether the car,
used on the road by lTallbank when driving
from his home in Birmingham to Brook-
lands Track, and also on the road by
Ashford-Fleet, carried an individual Regist-
ration No. , or possibly it always travelled on
the road on Trade Plates! As far as my
hypothesis goes, we still have at this
juncture the possibility of there having been
more than three fi Humberc.

I have to thank Dr Tim Houlding, lately
Archivist of the Bentley Drivers Club and

author of that meticulously researched
account of the experimental Beadeys Tbe
kgen& and tbe Tbmdr No. I ., for drawing
my arrcnrion ro something thar he roo had at
firsr missed. In four photos of Exp I and Exp
2 Bentleys in his book a distinctly 'non-
Bentley' front axle is visible on these cars.

Comparison of that front axle with that of
the 1914 TT Humbers revcals an uncanny
likeoess. This set in motion another bout of
research which, alas, proves nothing, but
adds a new field ofspeculadoo.

If one compares certain measurements on
(a) the 1914 TT Humbers, (b) Exp I and Exp
2 Bentleys, and (c) the production 3-litre
Bentleys one finds:

four incks rearrvard of the cenue lire of the
spnog. Ken Neve very kindly wcnt to the
trouble of checking rhesc measuernents fiorn
his car for me. So, by moving a TT Humber's
rgar axle forw"ard by 4", ro be over dn cenre of
the spring, one would tdua ** wlreelbar by
4o, bringing irto)' 4o, ason BentleysExp I
and Exp 2.

In all known pictures of these cwo Bentleys
there is no evidence to sugg6( that ttey were

crab-tracked. So, if the bowed and TT
HumberJike front axle ro which Tim Hould-
ing had drawn my attention on the Bentley
was in fact just that, the track wotrld be 4' 10",
front and rear. The experimenal Bentley tud
ribbed brake drums, unlike the rnioriry ofthe
later cars; so too did the fi Humbcr. \fZhen I
enquired of Ken Neve as to his rsrion to the
similariry between the pictures o,f dre rear end
of the o<perimental Benrleys to tbat of the TT
Hurnber, he replied, and I quote:

'...The picture of Exp 2's ctrassis seeo from
the sar shews how similar werc ttre ftarnes.
Humber has the same channel sectba cross-
member with forward curve o{r thc top ffange
and the rivec correspond. My Humber has

rwo holes drilled in the frarne in tlcsanrpos-
ition as the two rivet heads are strevn gach side
on Exp 2'.

I now began to wonder if Beatley Motors

Barloat't car prwa itdf to k AA 8444 in seha
companl for tlx Aagatt Bank Holiday Mating,
Broohlands, 1920.

ference in wheelbase has already been given.
Now, temporarily back to the pre-war 2-

ohc Peugeots. C.G. Brocklebank raced a l9l3
example ar Brooklands after rhe war. Ir is
known thar when rhis car suffered from chas-
sis distortion, he obtained from Bentley
Motors the old chassis from Exp I Benrley,
which had been discarded and was lying
around the \(orks (rogether, incidentally,
with the old type front axle i la TT
Humber). This has been con6rmed by Wal-
ter Hassan, OBE, and H.F. Varley, who was
with Bentley Motors from the ourset. In ans-
wer to my further queries Mr Varley replied:
'. . .l can be certain that money was a scarcity
and if Burgess could contribure components
from Covenrry where he had been Chief
Engineer at Humbers, it would have been
acceptable to V.O. I am also certain that the
dies for the Front Axle Beam Stampings
were not immediately purchased, and
rnakeshifts for many parts were pressed into
service till the authentic tooling and pro-
ducts came along.'

A ndtn ilnt of tk nte nruiaor: Ken Nane't ex-
Bargat, cx-Sgonina ur tbat is sacb a satisfuctory
ptfornn.

So.. . is it conceivable rhat rhe TT Humber
that Benrleys had was never disposed ofas an
entirery at all, ro Vallbank or to anybody else,
but that irs chassis and much of irs running
gear'became' an experimental Bentley?

As Tim Houlding remarks (of Hillstead) 'I
don't 6nd any reference to rhedisposal of the
fi Humber in either Thwe Bentleys Dayt or
Fifty l'an witb l$uor Cars. I wonder if he was
rhat close to the engiaeering/construction side
of things to know the whole truth'. And (of
'Nobby' Clarke) 'He has an excellent mem-
ory...bur would never reveal anything that

- (Continaed)

From Gordon Crosby's fine cut-away draw-
ing of the Bentley experimentd chassis and

orher illustrations reproduced in Tim Hold-
ing's book it would setm thar the experimen-
tal Benrleys wore their rsar axle oa the centre

line of the spring, equi{istant from front and

rear shackles. The TT Humber worc im axle

had iodeed used TT Hurnber parts in the
building oftheir early experirneoal cars. The
front axle was remarkably similar ard so too,
apparently, was rhe rgar axle and chassis

assembly, including the ribbed brake drums,
and the chassis side members arc similar. The
explanarion that would account for tlr 4" dif-
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This photograph of one oi the early experinental

3-litre Bentleys clearll reueals tlx bau,ed front
axle that is so ttrongll aLin trt tlvt of tbe 1914
TT Hambers. (Credit: Dr. T. Hoilding).

would detract from the mystiqueof!fl.O. and
his creation'. And of rhe *'hole supposition,
'Access ro TT Humkr bits would have been

ready and cheap, with the added advantage
that Burgess would have had no difficulty
transposing bits from one car to another since
he had intimate knowledge d both the
Bentley ideology and of his own llf cars.'

lfalter Hassan, OBE, opines that 'there

was no fi Humber car in the Ifod<s at the
time I ioined them (in the Aurumn of l92O).
I am cenain that it.would nor have been bro-
ken up. .. being even then too valuable an his-
toric car for that . ' \Well . . . would it? Instances

of pre-war racing cars, even thoe with a

proven record ofsuccess co their credit, being
broken up in the 1920'sare not unknown. To
me, it remains a possibility eveo ifan unlikely
one. Bur at least it conFrms drat Bentley
Motors had somehoq' disposed of their TT
Humber prior to the Autumn of l92O- Masy

Saccusfil racing dritw Viaoria Vanley at tlte

wltel of aTT Hanbr, bat tbisrw*lyuwrtlned
plntograpb claa liltle to srlt tbc erystry $ftosad'
ing tlx idcntity of tlx can. Th b& fun bn rnd-
adsd uitb a fmnt apr"n cuning thftwtt crott-

nmb and tbqe is ao rzgfutratiw w*.

grey arsi$ remain. If Bentley Motors dispced
of their TT Humber by the Autumn of 1920,
what happened to it betwecn then and 192J,

Tuo uiews of a steel pitton fron W.G. Barlou't
TT Hanber. Tltere it an expensiae-looh.ing dcnt
in tbe crou,n ubich night baae been caased b7 a
dropping ualw. Barlatu recordt that tlx taeigbt of
tbe original *eel piston with gtdgeon pin, set

rcrant and two ringt uat I 8t/z ozt , tbe almcinit m

piston tbat lx tried cane ost at 181/a ou u,itb
gradgeon pin, otte cEpr end phgand tuo ringt.

if one assumes that it became the \(allbank
car, as \fallMnk himself came to believe? A
microscopic hunt through the 'smalls' of the
motoring press between those dates might
reveal something pertinent, but I have not
attempted this tedious task. To me, it seems

more likely that the ex-Bentley Motor car
became Rampton's since it was registered or
re-registered with a London nurnber and he

was a Londoner. AIso, as we have seen, he was

competing in August 1920 with it. Barlow's
ex-Tuck car is unlikely to have been the one at
Benrley Motors, since among Barlow's
meticulous records he notes that the two ser of
timirrg diagrams were done when new pistons
were 6tted (i)on 5 August 1919, and (ii)when
re-timed on J0January 1920, these being in
Barlow's own hand and dated by him, the
copies of which I have in front of me now. He
also records that he took a templare of the cams
on 30 December 1919. These again I have in
front of me now.

r!(/e are thus left in the position that if the
Rampon car carne from Bentley Motors, then
Wallbank's didn't, or if the ex-Tuck Barlow
car w?s lmned to Bentleys (since Barlow was

on friendly terms with \7.O. and Barlow's
quoted dates for work he did on the car are just
compatible with 'early l9l9' as the time when
Bentlep 6rst acguired their TT Humber, with
the proviso that they musr in that case have
returned it to Barlow by eady August 1919, a
full year before S/alter Hassan came to Bentley
Motors), then equally \$Tallbank's wasn't the
ex-Bentley car. All of which would seem to
point in the direction of my other somewhat
unlikely supposition that the !/allbank car
was the mysterious Morrell-Miller c^r re-
imponed 6om France, since all the others
could be accountd for at the material time of
Wallbank's 1925 purchase.

To reven rnomentarily to the position in
193112 when the ex-\TallMnk car was lost to
ken after hing taken away on a Thornycroft
lorry in the Basingstoke area. Ve know that
the tD(allbank car cannot be (i) the ex-Burgess
ear, at that timestill in Sgonina's hands in Car-
diff nor (ii) the ex-Tuck; ex-Barlow, Hamil-
ton-Adams car which was still in original
order. So, ifthere were but three ofthe i914
TT cars, it can only have been the ex-rffright,
ex-Rampon, ex-Martin Arab modified car thar
had in some mysterious way reverted to origi-
nal,. if tired, condition before Wallbank
embarked oo his own modifications. Most
unlikely, I feel. My gratitude to anyone who
can show by photographic ordocumentary evi-
dence that this ex-\Tallbank car was registered
XAL047 (proving the unlikely eventually that
it was the ex-Rampon Martin-Arab restored to
original condition pre-192)), or that it caried
some other Registration number than those
already known (in which case the 'fourth car
theory' would be substantiated), would be
boundless, as my hypothesis would either be
blown or proven!

I am deeply grateful to all those who have
kindly contributed in some way to try to ans-
wCPthe many quesrions I have put to them
over many years, and in particular to W.
Boddy, Dr T. Houlding, K. Neve, J.C. Tar-
ring, H.F. Vadey and the Hon. J.A.H. !Val-
lacc. o
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HUMBER SPARES

HILIMA]{ SPARES & REPAIRS BLACKBURI{

ENGLISH SPARES GAI]ORE

AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST RANGE HUMBER PARTS
NEW o RECONDITIONED o SECONDHAND

While our first concern will always be Rootes Group Spares, we have now moved into stocking all
model English Spare Parts.

Workshop equipped to recondition engines transmissions, most components stocked on a changeover basis.
We do buy Hillman Humber BMC cars for re-sale or restoration or (heaven forbid) wen wrecking.

Contact FTG yard.

MAIL ORDERS
We recommend C.O.D. post for speedy delivery.

HILLMAN SPARES AND REPAIRS
178 Whitehorse Road,

Blackburn, Victoria, 3130.
Telephone: (03) 877 4311,5 lines

Postal Address: P.O. Box

WRECKING YARD
1098 Burwood Highway,

Fbrntree Gully, Victoria, 3156.
Telephone: (03) 758 2675

19, Blackburn, Victoria, 3130.



SHANNON INSURANGES
(utc) PTY. LTD.

THE CLASSIC GAR

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

DON'T BE PENALISED FOR OWNING AN EXOTIC CAR -
YOU NEED OUR SERVICE

Classic Car Enthusiasts have been taking advantage of our Insurance
Schemes since the early 1970's and as we move into the 1980's the

advantages of our CI-ASSE CAR INSURANCE SCHEME continue to grow;
compare these points with your existing cover now.

. Choose own Repairer or use our
selected Body Shop near you. Full No Claim Rating transferable
from any other insurance
Company

o Competitive Premiums. Personal Contact and Service. One Policy for all your Classic
Cars

GENERAL BUSINESS - We are also very competitive in all types of
lnsurance cover from domestic to business, and can assist with all
matters without obligation.

Agreed Value Policy means no
hassle payout in a total loss
situation
Windscreens - One claim per
year will not affect No Claim
Bonus
First right of refusal to obtain
the wreck

SHANNON'S CI-ASSIC CAR
CENTRE PIL

32'I WARRIGAL ROAD, CHELTENHAM, 3192
TEL: (03) 584 7266
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