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COMMITTEE 1980

REG HATTERSLEY
RALF CHALMERS
DES JUDD
IAN FOREMAN
LLOYD HUGHES
MARION HATTERSLEY
BOB KENNEDY

Friday, September 26
Friday, October 24
Friday, November 28 (Annual Presentation Dinner)
No December meeting
Friday, January 23 (1981)

Humber Car Club Calendar 1980

Social Functions: To include Humber Car Club of Victoria Concours (November), Annual Presentation Din-
ner (November), M.G. Concours (December), President's Run, etc. Futl details in your monthly Hum-
berette.

General Meetings
The Humber Car Club of Victoria meets on the fourth Friday of the Month (unless indicated otherwise) at the
"Theatrette", Camberwell Civic Centre, Inglesby Road, Camberwell. Please note: meetiirg commences at
8.00 p.m. sharp.

Dates of Forti,coming General Meetings in 1980
Friday, March 28
Friday, April 25
Friday, May 23
Friday, June 27
Friday, July 25
Friday, August 22

All correspondence to: ixSecretary,
Humber Car Club of Victoria
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EDITORIAL

The Value of a Secoid Car

Today we oeea to have cone to ite cortAiueton that a second car 1g essential to the
well belng of the fant-ly, to glve ttre tllfe a degree of lndependence, to run the kfule

" to and fron sehool and the older chlldren to soclal functions, church, eports and eo
on.

Yet Le lt really esschtl.al? A close examlnatLon of the facts could often show that
by a alngle re-arrangeoent of tt-Bes and schedules, perhaps some back-tracklng. by car
and eome walklng we could uanage wlth one vehl.cle. Many people have an lngrhlaed ,

preJudlee agalnat tralne, perhaps they donlt ltke standlng or dontt like crowds or
ftnd our traos and statlons cold and untnvltlng ln winter. Even the oodern eLectrLc
tralrre and gome of Vlctoriafg country ercpresaes can be pretty hot and stuff,y {n
aumer too - but tthat Ls the alternatLve?

Ttre never endlng tncreases ln petrol prlcee, the heavy lnsurance and reglstratlon
chafgee, the deceptlvely qulet deprecLatl.on losses eatlng away at our assets or the
conttnulng costs of senrl.ce, parts and nalntenance? Not to mentlon repalr bllla
wlth todayrs labour coats.

Recently I have had occaalon to use taxis more than I would nornally and they seem
to be quLte coetly, too but really, for a medlum eized trip around the clty or eubut$la
arb they all thst bad? O.K., eo ltg 85C flag call & 30C booking fee before you etart,
btrt walt - comp€re that wlth regLstratl.on at $200 per annume then depteclatlon at
say lg? or $41000? . Lets eay there are 50 weeks ln the year foi the sake of qulck
iitttrnettc and we have $200 + $400 + by 50 - $12 per week. Alrlght then, you aay
youi car Ls only worth $2,000 ao we have $400 dlvlded by 50 = $B per we€k; whiehever
wey you look at 1t, these truo factors alone are cosll-ng you $10 or $11 a week. tet
ue say you opt for Thlrd Party Only, or T.P. Flre & Theft lnsufance to cover clafurs
from outslders and decLde to carry the risk on the ear yourself. I dare say these
days that would cost you around $ZS n.a. Bo thereta an€thef $1.50 a week stralght aeray,
and wefre looklng at $11.50 to $12.50 Just for these f{xed costs.

If you use your car six daye a week therefs double the taxits flag ca1l, etc. gone
already.

3o what does lt cost to run the car per mlle or per kllonetre once you have Lt regts.
tered, lnngsgd agalnst those other ldlots (not yourself) and assum{ng of course
youtve got three or four grand to lnvest?

l{ell naybe lre ean look at that next nonth or therefll be too btg a newaletter to
prlnt rLght now.

Hnnble Hrrnberlng,

Llovd llughes



PRESIDEI{T'S REPORT

Attendance was down at our July meetingr due to sicknessrand some
o,f our Member"s being away on holidarrs, Des Judd dldntt feel up
to attendlng after a trip to his dentist, and some of our regulars
lncluding Bill & Joan Holnes as well as Syd & Guren In-rmphreys'wer.e
havlng a Bood time on the Gold Coast. Received a card from the
four Hts, and it ts good to hear they are enjofing themselves.
Have also received a very newsy letter from Ross Rrom]-eye our'
Tasmanlan It{ember. Ross thini<s he wilL be over some time beforeuChristmas, and we are looking forward to seeing him.

f was. very happy to receive an inVitati-on fron the Dairnler and
Lanchester Car Cl-ub to-Join them on an outing in Octoberr-so have
accepted on behalf of our Clut. ft w111 be good to s€e epp !. & L"
friends again.

We hope to have l4r. Larry Lee r f rom Lucas, baclr With us for our
August Meeting, this time to speak on the lgnltion system of our
cars. Several Members asked if this vislt coulC be arranged so
hope'we havo a good turn up. Arrd on September 7th (Sunday) we
are off on one of Des Juddrs fanrous trl.{ystery Runstr. The weather
will be perfect, and you will flnish at a very pleasant spot, 1f
Vou can find.it.
Looking forward to seeing you at Camberwell on the 22ndr ild some-
Where on September 7th.

.--dditor t s Note:
Reg Hattersley.

Inigo Jones lives again. )

The lfunberette
Registered forat the G.P.0 "

ls co..
Postlng as a Publication - Category B

lvlelbourne.



T;TII PR]DE A\D PRESTIGE .qURROUiiDIl\G ii UiiIqUE IIUMBER

rili:lc we are well aware that Humbers have regali:ahrl vice-, '-'
:.i;3al a;.;-r's and graces this item is offercd sirpfSr as.a fo-otrrote.
i,.t r;., r articl-e ttl,iill isn Rootestt i'lhich accompanicd the -Jul.v .I. .'
ili-ril-o.-:r,t1;e.
Fr,:ra J'91+'9 to L952 I owned a }iKlll Humber Hawk :-nd, Lnt:7952
'i...rr.,.., ri.el iver)r of, a FKl1l Super Snipe, Chassis No" BCd+6ZB
F:jCr u:hich rvas fully imported and useC soiely bJ/ Sir !'Iill1am
Fcotcs ,Juring hls visit to Austra'l-ia (aceording to tne Sydney
:inpori;ers). f l<new the, l4anaging Dircctor of the Tnporters and
:te:igrecd to tarle in the Hawk for the lfrl-lL Sni-pe" The new
lirlp.-,':1its,a deilght to drive because the'oody felt very tight
;nC tho tngine snnoth as si1k. Obviousl t/ it had been thorough-
i-;' c;i:ic1rc,-1 anr serviced, before Sir F.eginald F.ootes used lt and
tlt-r: i:cing atrhouse carrt, it became avail-abl-c'uo ne for about
f.r,+CO lvir.ich was a steal-. It gave little trouble for l2JrOOO
nlies $rhen in June Lg6a I traded j.i for f4O5 and obtaineri a 56rles
iit Super Snlpe at flr999. (less the tradc-in value). The seriai
lir. of'-i;nis cbr is B BfBo466 l',ISo vrhich incrlcates it rs a CI(D
(,;c.:r.pic1,eIy lap6ckqd down i.eo e unassembled) RI{D Export .rriodel"tt
T;rj.l.t,,laistheBo,465tnVeh1c1eincrad'ih1e'JJ.'.:"

i- tticugl::t this may interest a few fellow l,iernbers.

Ralf Cha_t_mcrs e\Iice Presiden'b,

Eriilc::ls i{ote: (For the uninfor"meC few) i\Kl-ll Snipe s had rtplatestt
or risl;sngrt on the running boards otherwj-se thc-1r lookcd ihc Sane as
thc 1,611 cxcept for the aOdltion of rcar i'rheel spats rnlus more
bu:-bous bunpers and roundecl ovcr-riders6
';lcononical fnsurance for Older Cars."- :.rT oiir-liffi"illfr#TGlTFf 'cffie;e r<higtrt explained his recentr y
6161r6f6ped scheme for Classic,'\Iintage and Veter.an Cs1's r,.rhich pr.c-
scntl;r ccvers all makes ani laodel-s manufactu::o-d up to 1960;
Iie |opes to convince the Insurance Coirrpany he represen'bs to extenC
the schene by another five years, in the verJr near future.
A ful-l- report of the scheme wj-l-l- appee.r j-n lrnu.r- rrei.t Ilumhereitd;:

ff !c-q- $sryts-ls i'lf l-ittfe llrd tells me therets a blt of sniping gcing on about
ti)cnl.e ";'hr shoot of f their moriths at Generrl ]Icetinqs rs.

llf-u, .l. -':zP l i 3: IAS-:
A cc:'tafC C-ar cra-nk r,-tho has nore cars-than-.Irou coulrl iroke a

:'Lic:r a1, has reportedl-]r just acquired a goocl-looking i'fark 11'r'
l,rtnors -i;!rc dark horse?



.SECRETARY'S REPORT
{
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l.

The l"leeting opened at
Members and our guest

I'IJNUTIIS OF JT}LY GENERAI MMTING

B.I5 p.D. and the President welcomed new
speaker lufr. , Graeme Knight.

r

;

I

1.
2"
3.

Apologies.
Mlnutes of the June Meeting were
Correspondence: Letter from
Co. - the makers of RlCO Filters.
speaker on Automotive Filtration
October Meetipg.

Saturday P"l'1., -
Saturday Evening-
Sunday A.l'1"

'

taken as read.
G.U. D. lr{anuf acturing-They can provlde - a 'i
for our Septenrber or 

i

Letter from the Veteran, -Vintage
and Classlc Club of \dangaratta invlting us to their
Annual Spring Rally to be held on the 27th & 28th of
$eptember. Accomrno dation available ,
ftinerary for thls rally is:

trip to a well known wi-nery"
Restaurant dinner
short 4O ml1es ra1lV, return-
ing' to l,rlangaratta for a BBQ
lunch after which a gymkhana
& concours drelegance wil-I be
held

(WoulO Menbers please indicate their interest or otherwise in this
r-ally either at the August -l4eeting or by letter to the ,secretary
so that he can advlse the organisers how many T{umber ttfanaticstt
are attending. )

There has been no reply from the H.C"C.A. (Sydney) as'to their
requirement for windsereen seals, Lloyd Hughes tried to ring
Beryl Wilson both night and dalr 5u1 to no avail. Our President
suggested Victoria & S.A. may have to trgo it alonett now.

Treasurerts Report: Credlt Balance of $B:e.OOc.
Most Members have now renewed their Membership but a few
notable past Members appear-to have either forgotten or
have opted to becone ttdrop-outsrr. As thc pcriod of
Brace has long since expired a+y t.979 Member now re-ioin-
itrg n'nrst pay i joining ?ee of $5 plus the annual subscrip+
tion of $iz ($10 for Countrye Interstate & Asso'ciate
Members ane those not owning a Humber but inte.rcsted 1n
t!" Club activities.
Soclal Report: Cornlng events l{ere nutlined, next
being the film night to see ttBreaken Moranttf and suppcr
at ea].wyn Theatre on Friday- Bth August and the Presihentts
Run on 7th September.

The Club is to run.an annual r€ff1e for a Christtttas
Hamper. See Marionts notes in August Flunbcrette. 6/ c.

4,

5.



SE9RETASYTS REPORT ContinueC" rr 
.i 

' ''l . 
'l'''':'ilit;-:iii"i]

6. Generdl Business and Discussion: fan Fo'rcman
m€ntione d- a problem he had with rus'ring under the
boot nrat of his'series 11r" after sptlling nineral
fiiater In the troot. The curu - 1il:e raf. apBlications
of kerosene and o11 B parl;s kcro. to 2 & oil
scrubbed well into 'the sur.iac :"L1st" fan also said
we should chedk tha sl-l-ls on lhe $r:ries car.s to se e

, that mud ls not blocklng th? cr':ain h21es"

Lloyd l{ughes stated he had made a poirr; of,,going to se e Connolfrs
the Leather Experts when'in London" lc obtained lnforfnation on
the best rnethods-of restoring hlde uph',lStrry aird the correct care
and-rnaintenance -of sane;, Connolyrs also provi-ded him With-a
colour chart showing samples o.i tintc : lcrthcr a.s uscd on rnost of -the prestige.iars in Britain in thc la,st i.i years or so; They
haveiAgents in South Mcll.rourne who handle their l{ide Food and
Lcathoi but the laquers are not stoclicd" As these are highly
vo1atlle they are not allowed as air cargo. Bob Kennedy said
he had sone air-freighted - whlch seems strance as Connolyts sald
air navlgation regulations strictli.' forbade it"

PRO T]CTION MODEL VB HTNIBER SNIPE

???????????
To dlspcl al-l thc runburs an,l clcar up th6 contrlrvcrsy once and
for a]-l here are the facts.

1. Yes, there is, such An aninal
2. Th€rrftode1 wbT developed during 196r-66 as a

prototlpe for the succ:rssor to .bhc Scries VA. r

3. ft is based,on the Se riers V but fitted r^rith a
Chrrysler 9oo vB enginc of h473 c.cq capacitf
Q73 clib. in.) r^rlth an B:i coiajlression ratio.
Thi; motor developeo lBo BiiP at 4 e}oa RPu"l+. Transftission was the usual Chr;rs'l cr Toreuefllte
Autofratic driving a il.odifred Salisbpry 3.51:1' ratlo differential.

5. .Appearance of .the car was identical to the 1r & VA

Thelcais were only sold to tiie pu.blic at thc end of i966 r+hen
all prospects of production vJere abandoneC along rvith the whole
i{urnber range except for the ba.rlge-enginecrcC Sceptrc.
0n1y eight were bullt anC i4r" G. l{ci,cod of the Post-Vintage
Humber Car Club (U.K.) owns two"
Perhaps.it is well that the ',narq*e virtuall;" dlcd on-this ndtc
rathero than suffer the badgc-engincering irdu.tna of so rranlr other
f ine-Brltish cars such as thc-Dairn].er anri l",IoiseJ-ey. fn r\ustra-l-la
of courser*we watched many glorified Hilinans running around i-n
the gulse of the llumber Vogue. Tn England Singer carr'-'i-e d bhc
\Iogue badge.

rl,



SSCIAL SECRETARY'S N()TE$

Tharr]rsto.theMemberswhosupportedourtheatre/supper.nighton
Bth August. The fllm ttRieaker'Moranttt and the Supper afterg
wards was enJoyed by aL1 those who attended" A good suggestion
for a socla]- rtdort during the wlnter months next year.

I'fembers present were s-
Des & Denise Judd
fan & fnga Foreman
Reg & Marion Hattersley
Peter & lee Schofield
LloVd & Pam l{ughes vrith f ive friends
Nancyr Butt & Beryl Ahern
P€ter Shel-den & Fniend
Tom & Lorna Bamber

:k*******{c

SEPTNVIBER SOCIA],- EVENT

Our September outing w111 be the "PRESIDENTTS RUNrtto be held on
Sunday, 7th'september. This will be a ttMlstery Bun" and will
commence from the Burval-e Hotel, Cnr. Bur{ood }Iighway and Sprlng-
vale Road at l-1.00 B.m. (Melway I'{ap No. 62 - DB.)

Our destination is a very pretty spot and not far to travel, so
c tmon Humbers and HUmberettes rally en-force and make this a
happy day for Reg: ou.r Presid.ent. B.B.Q. facil-ities available,
IIo dogs afl6wed.

*t****:k*:

OCTOBER SOCIAL DVENT

lrtre were pleas€d to recelve an invitation from the Daiml-er-Lairchester
Car Club to join then in a Car Trial and Picnic, to be held on Sun-
dayr l-2tln Octobero
No detai]s availabl-e yet regarding time and place, but will publish
all informatlon in the September Newsletter.
please keep the'date free, as this should be a very enjoyable-dar"

*'F*rf****,*

i{ovEl'{BER SOCIAI EVENT

-

The I'PRESEI,{TATIOI{ IINNER of theHIMBER CAn CLUB of VICTORIAT" will
be held on Fnldaye 28th November t at CHAUCERS, Canterbury, in the
Knlghls Castle Roon. -

ffre""oit wiff be appro*lmately $fB.5O eac! person, but I shoufd
know definitely n6xt month aft€r f have discussed'menus and EoSts
vlith Chaucers. For members who haventt attended our Dinner before,
this cost includes pre-dj.nner drir:hs with delicious savouriesu, anq
a four-course meal including drinks, d1 beautlfully presented and
l_n a gracious setting. Continued ..r.



SOCIAI SECRI;TARYf S NOTES - eontinued' ;i 1', r ;. 'j
.-tt j'. i,

We have decided
Hamper, to the
ation Dinner at

I have enclose4 a book of 20 tickets in your ncjwsletter", whiCh Ita
suTe you will be pleased to sell at 20 cents a ticket" Further
tlckets are availatle, if you trg abl-e to ge11 more ' -

f-have received a-few donations of goods todar<ls the Christmds
Hamp"", so if anyone has any little-goodies yrru would like to
coniri6ute, we would be mosl grateful. '

,< 'k rlc :l: ."F t! * #

Lee Schofield has Very kindly offered to make and decor"ate a

Christrnas Cake, which will- be raffled and drav.rn at Chaucerse and
we thank Lee vtiry much for her generous donation'

*{:d.}i:*J.*f

fhe rrllUi{BER CAR CLLIB OF VICTORIA - COI'{COURS D'EIiIGANCE" w111 be
held at ilCOMOil again this yearr oD Sunday 9th November:
A UJautifuf setting for our beiutlful cars. News about this
l*i"t, but please iot" the dateo

**>!**."it:F

S TJ REM
't k l'-k'r';'ta*:F l:'r :' !: k k 1 r

that our Raffle this year will be a Christmas
value of $5or which vril1 be; drawh at opr Present-
Chaucers on'Friday, 28th Nover.rber

DATE
* * *:!c *:S {< Ji

EI'tBER
i '. t, li ri j: .t .:< 'c ",&

SUN DAY

SUN DAY

SUNDAY

FRI DAY

SUN DAY

DON '

SEPTEMBER 7th
OCTOBER 12th

NOVEI{BER gt:n

NOVEI"IBER 28th

DECE}IBER l)+th

T FORGET

PRtrSIDENTS RUN

CAR TRIAI, & PTCIUC WITI{
DATIVILER LAI{CHESTI]R CAR CLUB

HIII{BER CAR CLUB COI{COURS

AT CO]iIO

PRESENTATTON DTNI{ER AT
C TTATTCERS

CONCOURS

REME}.iBERTO

our warm ttranks to Joan & Bill Holmes for loo}'ing after us so !'Iel-l
o"-f3if, fniy-":1_ogr ,tisi{ to the Rallways irluseum. ft'was. sucLi a
wet and cold A"Uit*d we wer" grateful to be rescued f rom thc e1e-
ments and treated to hot coffee and a warm roolli'

Continue d



:i,.^,"ii.,,".
SOCIAI StrRETA&YIS NOTITS - Ce-nt:rurA-d.,,

Jcian & Bill and Gwen & Syd lJumphreys (the four iits), have been
holidaying in Queensland and having a lovely time l-azLng awajl,
sight seeing and playing thc pokies: Gwen kecps winningr Joan
and Syd" keep J,osing and Bill hangs on to his noney, and laughS
when they 1ose. Wise man 8111. ldj-ce to'gei ,'our newsy lettdr
Jo an' 

.- 
', .-. u. r. ..r.

.4..t.F.:.1 cF

any of you have any snippets of intereste \fQ would be Blqased
include them in the Newsletter in the 'Snipc Snippets Column"

If
to

J,ir,+si.
'ilf'f:'

I-have included:a11 the social events for the rest of the year,
so please keep Vour DAIES TO REi{El"iBiiR handv- and keeo the dates
it"6-""d '5oin-o;";; these social outings. "') ,l4arion.

CARS FOR SAIE A,}iID WA}\TED

IIUMBER SNIPE SERIXS 11 (1ast of the single headlight sen. I
Motor O.K. but tinlng cute 4 good recaPsr :'econd. dlff . e autc'
trans. 0.K. rust in most body panels but Scromework OrK. Reg.
dud now' bllll accept any reason. offer for, quick sale as is.
Phone Don ChalTgrs : zTlzZ5 (H) 'or 354 3742 (9us" )

IIUMBIIR HAWK 4n6o. L96O;" Fio rr'& Trans. rhech. sound, body O"K
ledther uphol; reas. good, tvres goQd.. Col - two tone brown,
roof light chocolate,r, body cre &m. S35O OmO Reg. to Dec.80. .

A. Alexander - 233 2++2 2bO Rlackburn Rd" Bl-ackburn South"
:i

SERIES lV Imported bucket-seat drodel, bodryork rarell roaintaine i1.'rebullt front end, recon. gear box, but some big:end noise"
Reg. (& poss, RI^IC) $hoo. Ring owner priv. No" 699 797a"'
SERIES lV parts, including diff.e front rylngsgreenr BgoC fronir
& rear fenders - a].]- verl,r cheap" Phone 93 7095 T. Lhuede"

IIUISON 39 l.I2 6 cyl. side valve 2 door business coupe;
ltbtor needs doing up' M:l-ssing generator, starterl heads off .

Ruskin body good" Only missing 2"door handle's, boot handl-e
and 1 bonnet side cubtain" Best offer'
R. Haward Phone (053) t+: 22L2 * 55 naward St. Scbastopol.,



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Llondr . :

f think it is a good ldea to include a ttletters to the Editortt
'""tio#oilutt;u}"I:t::3"il;"" articles in thb Newslettn" o* r.n, to
repair and re.store different parts on Humbers e llsts of reputablc
people who carry out work on Humbepso -- A couple of problems I have are now do you repair elongated
bol-t holes in the chassis particularly where-the sprlngs bolt onto
t?re chassis anci aLso who can carry out the job of restoring the
woodwork, -upholstery and sh€etmetal work on nly i{-rnbers body?

I also would like to know-what colours thc upholstery and hea&.-
lining should be in regards to the ciifferent 193+ Humber Sports - -n
Sa-l-oon body Scheme colours?'- f also tdould like to know where f can obtaln the paint from
for ny Humber?

Trusting my fellow Humber Members will be able to assist me
l+ith the above problems

Yours faithfully,
Roadside Delivery, North Cundare, Doug Shone.

via Beeac, VictorLa 325I.

Repl-y =

Dear Doug, -

Thanks for your interesting-lettef. --itts a ratherr tall ordcr-
to deal rnrith without contributions from other membe rS so I tl-l throw
it open to the next Meeting and marrbe wcrli ge t sotllc !-fL!@ replies
which can-be publlshed in future idev,rsletters. fn the rneantine f rd
suggest you study each issue of ttRestore d Cdnstt" This is published
by-i.L. Ford Publications of I'[ewstead, Vfe toria (betwech Castlcnai:rc
and l'{aryborough) ancl often contains information about :good tradcsncn
and ads for pzirts are liSted thereln"

As Trm a poor correspondent at-any timc and did not have the car
at my place when ygu firit wrote to me for details on ny ttsnipe BOrr\-
I will now reply via the rtllumberetterr

l4ocieL: 1934 /35 - Snipe 'Bo 
t Saloon

Bodv Builderr 
il::.igii'r3fix3"ui5;5i" 

or l'rartin & King'

Body Style: [ - door, sJx light, no boot but a' luggage rack.
Chassis lrlo.: 25.8197
Engine No.: 2r,5945
Car Ido.; S 1377
Last Registered: 5/tO/.t956
Registrition No. : 1,9.26)
Colour: b dYt Green

Guards: Blaclt

By the way Doug, I can get the prbpcl'clutch tirrust bearings
(carbon type) but they want $20 each. A.re you still interesteC?
Please let- me know. AJso any othcr Snipe Bo owner pleasc vJritc.
i'i "S.!'1. l.,fembers please tell Roger Foote,



*** FEATURE AFTTcLE **'*
* * * {< *: :* ^h * * * * + :* ;k + q {: .:: :1 -l-:'r'* * 4 Ji * *.* * **s *

The new Humber Super Snipe not only looks better butr also has in-
terion improvements for comfort.
Over the past couplc of years, Rootes Australia Ltd. has done lts
best to lmpress people that 1t haS been glving thctit very Bood value
for mdney. The adcent has been on better and better flnish and
the lowest price poss.ible.
fts clEirns*haVe been well justifieC with nrst models in its wide

ren&er4one nore sqthan the Humber Super Snipe. -

Baslbally a conventional deslgn that was introduced four years agot
the Snipe has-been gradually inproved and modified until last ycar,
the Serles 11..'was rlghtly rcgarded by many as one of the bpst valucs
pound for pound, on the whole marketo -

Thcre was not anything startling in its shape and most of its feat-
Ures were conventioridl. Its greatest virtue l.{tas probably its f.ack

Thls montht s feaf,ure- a:rbicle'was tontrlbuted by'our-Tasman-ian
Mernber Ross Br-on]-eyr of Launceston. Ross is our only Tasmanian
Meriber and is restoring a Serieg 111 Estate Car. I{e was 5b1e to
borrow a copy of Wheels ii{agazine for May 196I, and copied out by
hand the whole article by Peter Hal-l, entltled -

of radi.dal featuros" Its engineers and designers had clearly gone
So thoioughly into 6vcry aSpect of thc car-and had had the exper -
ldnce of a generation of l4otor ears based on the sdme principlcs
to Buide them, that they were long past the stage of naking any
mistakes
ft was difficult to foresee Rorites-making-a new model out of it,
and ono that startl-ed the London l{otor Shoi^l when it was released
there at the end of last year and will undoubtely staltle nany
AustialianS as it gets about here to pinch d lind t'rom one Series
of Rootes own advertisements, there was-a t.ruch oI' genins abt.'ut
the wa;r they decided to make'lt a ne\f ;nodel. They maCe the'.Iunber
into the first British car to have four headlights. -

When 4perican rnakers, almost to a man, decided to do thc same -thing.
Three years egor mos'L crltics snecred and sairl it was just arlul,ltcr
Yankee st.vling fimmick"
The same vJas srIO of the neW Humber. Ert after-giving one oI''the
first doubl-e-double SnlpeS off the Australian prrl)(ll1-r'i"rr linc a

thorough test. f am lnclined to take isSuc r"'-LLll Lhc'se-critics"
ln ifiJ"fleshi the new front treatmenr, ot the Snipe looks-iust fine'
The double double headlight.s fit 1n well ilith the new broader
ienOerJr-tire fr"".rv rrsLcr.Iing Grinrt radiator grillc and the swucping
flattened t'onnet.
rhe treotment has extended the length of the ffirnber by i.ear15r four
i"crr"s, although there is no change in the wheel basee or the body
back to the windscreen.
The car now has a much low€r nl-ook, a massitre almost leering appear-
ance that means business. Continued".
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iln; thr".;c-]itre si:.;-ci-linder engine i$ a fine pieee of engincering i,
:h3.t irclps-to givc this 30 c'vt scdar: all lnpreslive Berforirance tfrlt;'
,;-1,1 ?rcc.,p it ahcaC of'all-bu'i a fetrr ears a'"'ailable out herc. ;

Tlicrr-: -is nc n:nscnsc out of-thi.s snloo'ch six, It has hernlspherlcal I

"t'.rb-lsric,r: chanbcrs and an oversquarc cl.linCcr-pattern.
'--- :,h 1,:1,: I n,,rer of alter.nativc corilprcssion rdtio s avdilablc for the -

;-'r;i:c ..haL l's cirosen fo;' ;",u:str,rf iarn condrtrlons and ouf conparatively
.l 'u c.clanc iuc,i- (7;5 inst-rd of 3"o lo 1) Thc cnginc rieveiopcr 

,l-2i Bi:3.- Its perfornance i,rou.'l-cl :-nciicatc that the I25 are prttty l

.lr:, l'.;si, hcr;'ses:lunlikc thosq undcz'bontret-s of sone cars.
:..-.;,,'j i,, ,se."'cral attenpts I was unabic to get a bctter top speed thA'I
-'+.7,i,)rl - a fair way off the clairaed 1OO lU"P.i{. i,
;'Cr.i:Lao.s the l-o,de;l coixpre ssion ratic -nakes the Australian Snipe a ',

s-i-ig,lrr;1;,' sltr\n/rr vehicle than its Bri.tisle parent, but the tcst carrs
!-.:I r^ri-l-.r:.3t 1200 - anci tho fact that I garre it no more run rip j. v
{',b..'u.i- t',vo ancl a half hour ni'lesr) ihan every-other car gets.oii my l

)-r ' r- +-i'r-r- *r'obably had rnore to dn i'lith a top speed figurc that iSJvJU ur!iwx\t l/iplcbably disappolnting to Rootcg.
i{ot,Ievers the Coittpany has l-ittle cause for disappointment. There are
vcz"y fc'rl cars Sold in Australia lvhich in stanciard form are capable
cf a gcnuinc tonr despite what i;he :-r spccdos and advcrtislng blurb
cl-i,in" iiarring-a genuine maxi-num spccd well into the ninetics puts
thc l{rmbe r'-into prctty exclusiv6 conpany anJ,"way"
lcccicration \das particularll,' good. for a big car Oquipped r+ith
a.rr.-conatic transi-"iti s sion i Eit thc l{ui'nber's g?eate5t virtncs were
sho''In cl.uj.sing on the open i'oadr B cruising spced of 75 to 8O M.P.H"
i'ias vreti within itts capabilitie s an:l-allowed driver aid passcnger
tr-. :'ola,x-coiirpletely; The bodl sat cr-own i^lell- on the ioad and thc
suspcnsien w3s untroubled-by rough oatches or right corncrs.
The sus.oension actually containeC bhe r1ost irrrportant of sovcral
Cqtnil changes in the Snipe that are not innediately obvious.
The front co1l springs ha.ve bcen glvcn a higher fl,exing rate .an-dr
'i;he lcaf springs at the back are wider" Combined r'rith a slight'
changu iir shocker gettings, -r,hesc relativcly ninor alterations have \v-
hcJ-peo to rnakc a noticea.bfe inprovenent in tllc carrs ritling qualities"
But the ricle on the new niodel js fj.rr",ere snoother and moore satisfy-
ing to the i<een ciriverr/ho lrkcs -i;o push this ver.rY willing car along
f alrl-y hard "
The tcnCcncy of'the old nodei to pitch soncwhat 1n ceitain conditions
has goner a.ny body rol-1 on-cornc;rs l1a.s be cn reduced considerably.
One o1d llunrber f ault has-not becn corrected. The tyre s stil1 squeal
(-1n corncrs like a bunch of Pre sJ-cy f ans.
f-i; nay havc been the fault of the'particu-l-ar t)'res on thc te st car,
bnt i rather think it was their design - big fat and l-ow'oressure.
:-',ol^lcr:er, if you can stAnd the noisc, )r'^,'11 will find the Hunber will
c(i r-nc r i,:l ih zcst and polish.
Roote s ha..,o def initely lmprove C the breecl with their late st lTu.mber
tiule:" ,3nipc. At :-ts p::icc ojl tweni:r shili-lngs under f2eOOO, it is
L!)_c r:i :fLc best blg car va]_Ucs6n 'r,h{': AUs'cralian 'rnaf,ke t.

Spccifications - next page o,...

c
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ffurssns.i.os:
F'ront * fndependent vrith Siliccr
-l'{angarlese coil springs afrd
anti rol-1 bar. 13ear - long.
Seni-elliptic 1e.6f springs.

Brakes:
Girling hJrdraulics with vacuuir:

Engine: servo assistance. Disc
Cylfnders, six; Pattern, in line; Brahes at fiont. Drums at Rea::
Valves, orierhead push rod o.peratedi Hand-brake opcrates mechanicail.-y"
Bore &'Stroke, B7'3 x 82.55 nn; on rear v,rheels-
Capacity 2965'cc; Bffi,'L25 at 4BoO
RPF{; Cornp. Ratio 7.5 to 1; Carburetion, S!Sg-gg:
Zeni.tlt Dtwndrought single carburretori Burrnan Recirculatitrg Ball
FueI Pump, l'{echanicaf ; Fuel tank cap- type" T\rrning circle 38ft
aeity, a2* Gals. 11-f ins.
Tfansnission: - ElectJ'ica]- trquioment:

Voltage l-2" Standard Equlp-
nent includes 4 headlights,
2 - speed wipcrs, heater &
Derni st er, etc .
U}-eel-s-& T"v-res.t- _
Ty3e" Prcssed Stccl Discs.
tyrei, 6"7o x 15 - 'o p1]"

D:-npnLia-E:
Whoe]bas e 9ft. 2ins; Track
Front, -)+ ft " e*- ins; Rcar
4rt. 7$ ins "
Ove,:'aJ-l lengthe lrft" B"ins"
Overall width , 5 ft.g'b ins .

E__=- TO - !II{OA:
Specia1 test o'60-O
Fuel consurapti-on: a7

drirre;n hard,

Ilrnber Super Snlpe.
Availability:
Immediate.

@Fully automatie 3 - speed with j-nter-
rnediate gear hold: Rear axle: Seni-
floating \^lith hJrooid f inal drive , -

Ax]e ratio +,55 overa]l Ratios, Top
)..55r 2nd 7.34i lst L2.77; Reverse
74 .29 .

PERFORMANCE:
Too Specd:
affi;t art runs, 94.2 MPH
Fastest run one way 9+.7 rr

Max@:
First 46 Pl4lI Sccond bO MPH
Accel.e r:atiot:
Standing quarter rnile 2l secs.
(ftre same on evdry run)
ihn.lugh gears; o - 30 l"PH - 4.9 Sec.
o - 40, 7.5 secs; o - 50 It-.7 sec "

o - 6o't5.8 sccs; o - 70 2.2.9 - sec .

fn d.rive; 20.+O 5.8 secs ; 40-60 9.2

SPECIFICATIONS
r -L J. & J- J- & J, J. & J..J- -L aL {. \t, rL r" & rr.r r', J,a

Make:

d

+7.+ rndic.
i 6T.t rndlc.

20 Secs "
}{PG

Test Cai fron Rootes -t\u.st"ltd"
Sal non St " Pt " I'f el-bournc -

ar7 17 ael. ( I
Tnd
Tnd

50 Act"
70 Act.

(fOitors Cor'rmcnt: Thanks Ross ior this intcrcsting article and Vour
good. woi.k in writing it all out. PersonallYr I- ali,;alrs fc11 Llre four-eyedlookspoiledther-Iurnbers-the;ralwayslookcll'iib}rcrhcavyat
the front. - I prefer the Series 1 8t 1l- with thcir slngle Lucas Tri-
pod headlainps and attractive chcquered-pattern - gril-le.




