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Feeling Secure
About Your Investment?

W

ACREED VALUES
RETENTION OF WRECK
AUSTRALIAWIDE SETTLEMENT
FREE WINDSCREEN COVER
ON YOUR
CLASSIC, VETERAN OR VINTAGE CAR

HOME « CONTENTS « BUSINESS « COMMERCIAL « SUPERANNUATION
PRESTIGE CARS

V.G.L. INSURANCE BROKERS OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE BROKER SERVICE
TO SECURE ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS. CALL US AND HAVE ONE OF OUR

REPRESENTATIVES USE THEIR EXPERTISE TO ADVISE ON YOUR PARTICULAR
NEEDS AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE DISCOUNTS ON OUR PACKAGE DEALS

INSURANCE
VG BROKERS PTY. LTD.

RIS S Suite 7, 663 Victoria Street, Abbotsford, Victoria, 3067.
AUSTRALIAN EAGLE INSURANCE CO. LTD A Telephone: (03) 429 5466 Fax: 4295149

INCORPORATED IN VICTORIA




THE HUMBERETTE.

CALENDAR
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APRIL 26TH.

APRIL 28TH.

MAY 19TH.

MAY 26TH.
( SUNDAY )

MAT 31ST - JUNE 1ST.

JUNE 8TH - LOTH.

JUNE 16TH.

JULY (TBA)
JULY 26TH.

AUGUST 4TH.

AUGUST 25TH (SUN).

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING AT DEEPDENE PARK HAILIL, WHITEHORSE
ROAD, DEEPDENE (MELWAY MAP 46 A7). A SPERKER ON CAR TYRES
HAS BEEN ARRANGED. §.00 PM START.

TRADING TABLE - BRING, BUY OR SELL (on commission).

CLUB DISPLAY AND PROMOTION DAY AT THE "ALL-MAKES" SWAP

MEET, FRESH CENTRE, FOOTSCRAY ROAD, FOOQTSCRAY.

MELWAY MAP 42 J6. PRE-ARRANGED CARS FOR DISPLAY ENTER

VIA GATE 6. PLEASE BE THERE BY 9.00AM. VISITORS TO SWAP
HAVE FREE PARKING WITHIN FRESH CENTRE GROUNDS, ENTRY TO
SWAP MEET $2.00 PER ADULT.

SEE AD. VETERAN & VINTAGE SECTION IN SATURDAY'S AGE.

CLUB DAY AT THE BRIARS HOMESTEAD AND TOURIST CENTRE,
NEPEAN HIGHWAY, MORNINGTON. MELWAY MAP 145 Dll.
WE WILL MEET 11.30AM AT THE INFORMATION CENTRE CAR
PARK AND ENTER AS A GROUP TO OBTAIN THE GROUP CONCESSION.
COST: $3.50 per adult OR $2.50 IF GROUP OF 15+
CONCESSION: $2.00 or $1.50 group.
CHILD: $1.00 Syears and over.
LUNCH: BYO PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH.
WHAT TO DO: HISTORIC HOMESTEAD, NATURE WALKS, BIRD HIDES,
FARM MACHINERY DISPLAY, A-V PROGRAM, VISITOR CENTRE ETC.
SEE MAP ON NEXT PAGE.

GENERAL MEETING AND FAMILY SOCIAL DAY AT THE CLUB-ROOMS,
DEEPDENE PARK. IT IS PLANNED TO HAVE SOME TECHNICAL
DEMONSTRATIONS AT THIS MEETING. MIDDAY FOR PICNIC LUNCH,
FORMAL MEETING AT 2.00PM.

VINTAGE.DRIVER'S CLUB SWAP MEET SPECTACULAR AT THE
FLEMINGTON SHOWGROUNDS.

POSSIBLE LONG WEEKEND TRIP TO THE ECHUCA STEAM RALLY.
PLEASE NOTIFY PRESIDENT (435 6354) A.S.A.P. IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED.

JOINT OUTING WITH WOLSELEY CAR CLUB TO THE HARRY-HAWKER
(MOORABBIN) AIRPORI. MORE DETAILS LATER.

GENERAL MEETING AND SPEAKER. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.
MONTHLY CUTING TO BE DECIDED.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8.00PM.
SMORGASBORD LUNCHEON AT WESTERNPORT PUB, HASTINGS
FOLLOWED BY A TECHNICAL AFTERNOON AT "THE KENNEDY'S",
LANGWARRIN.

FAMILY SOCIAL DAY AND GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL.
INCLUDING A LIBRARY AND VIDEC AFTERNOON.
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THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.
CLUB ADDRESS — 23 HIGH STREET, WATSONIA, 3087

COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT t Margaret Willimott 435 6354
VICE PRESIDENT : Baob Kenredy 789 5118
SECRETARY : Ian Foreman
TREASURER t Brian Parkinson
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY ¢ Graeme Finn 497 4231
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE :  Barry Bosnich (0s7) 83 1899
¢ Nancy Kennedy 783 5119
EVENTS DIRECTOR ¢+ Mike Dupla 3390 2211
LIBRARIAN : Dave Denrer 874 7016
REGALIA ¢ Vic Wilson 478 9352
TECHNICAL ADVISORS :

b - \Vogues ¢ R. Dunlop 439 7059
- Series V, VA S/Snipes : A. Goldman (0s8) 75 6807
- Hauks ¢+ K. Willimott 435 6354
- Mk Cars t  B. Kennedy 788 5119
- General Information t B. Kennedy 789 5119
- Auto Electrical t M, Fitchett (054) 27 1217 (8/H)

: (0s4) 27 1411 (A/H)
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"ANOTHER LOST GIANT" (MORE INSIDE)



THE HUMEERETTE

PRESILENT'S REPCRT APRIL, 1991

Keith and I have just returned from the Mutokhand at Balnarring where we participated along with
other Humberers in a day of fim, friendship and fancy driving organised by the Sunbeam & Talbot
Club,

As I attend more and mare of these inter-club activities I am convinced that this is the way of
the future - not only for the survival of our own Humber and Rootes Group cars but, equally
importantly, for the healthy continuance of the older car movament as we know it today,

With the worsening economic situation and its attendant decline® in new car sales, marmufacturers
will undoubtedly be looking to other means of creating increased revenue, What is more
vulnarable than the pre—amission control era vehicle?

One has only to read the motoring pages in the madia these days to see where such a situation may
lead, WE all know our cars are safe, sure, solid, reliable and can be less environmentally
threatening than a high turnover in modern vehicles but to convince qur leaders of this may not
ba 30 easy.

We all share the responsibility to help preserve a viable movement., Cars that are regularly
sexrviced, c¢lean and well maintained plus a strong, united front behind cur representative bodies
must help to convince the public and the politicians that the older vehicle deserves a place on
the roads as well as in the history of our country. It is a prablam to which we all need address
ourselves,

To end on a brighter note, I am very happy to report that after twelve months of correspondence,
constitution adjustment, negotiation and sheer persistence by past President Geoff Webb and our
Treasurer Brian Parkinson, we are now in the position of holding a taxation exeamption for HCOCVI
A splendid effort and congratulations to both Geoff and Brian on a job well dome.

Finally just a brief reminder, don't forget your subs remewal - response this year has been
terrific and we hope for over 90% renewal rate by the end of May, To those who have decided to
leave us; thank you for your past support and may we wish you smwooth motoring in the future,

I'll lock forward to greeting many of yaz at our next meeting on FRIDRY, APRTL 26TH.
Margaret,
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1965 Vogue - manual, green, complete, not running, many spares, will negotiate a price, car at
Tullamarine.

Contact: Simon, Ph: 330 2194 (RK)

1966 Vogue - auto, Bmths rego, r.w.c., white, excellent condition, car at Altoma, $3,500 o.n.o.
Contact: Raffaele Groaso, Ph: 391 3629 (AH), (RK).

S/Snipe - Series 5, power gteering, r.w.c., Oct '9l rego, $3,900.
Contact: Janaka Williams, Ph: 537 1008, (RK).

1963 Vogue - auto, white, Dec '"91 rego, r.w.c., $1,700.
Contact: Janaka Williams, Ph: 537 1008, (RK).

Series 3 Snipe - umised for last 5 years, $1,200.
Contact: Brian Sladden, (053) 45 3059, Clunes.

Series 3 Vogue - in pieces, car has rebuilt alloy head motor, $250 o.n.o.
Contact: Murray Roberts, Ph: 729 2637, Bayswater.
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H.C.C.V. GENERAL MEFETING

228D MARCH, 1991

Meeting coemenced at 8:14pm.

AFOLOGIES: Feith Sparrow, Bob Xennedy, Allison Bodycambe, Roy Webster, Sylvia Petarsen,
Frod O'Shea.

NEW MEMBERS: Vic Wilson (MK II), Tim Barlay, william Cox, Brad Hunter.

NEW HUMBERETTE: Theresa Foreman was welcomed.

* Previcus Minutes moved by Geoff Webb, seccmded Vic Wilson (MK I).

CORRESPONDENCE: Ken Watts (Launceston, Tasmania), Adelaide Underwood (letter of appreciation),
Newsletters & Advaertigsing: Pioneer Electronics, HODID ('Transmission'), Hurber, Hillman 'Torque’
N.Z., Rover Small Torque, The Inverted Cammar (Rootes C.C.), Wallaca Cheesery, Webster Bearing
Co, Pickles Car Auctions, AOMC Newsletter, Daimler-Lanchester Club, The Flying ‘A', AdO
Newsflash, Wolseley Hornet, CHACA Journal.

* Correspandence moved by Fred Peiterson, seconded Mal Derbyshire,

TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer presented a letter fram the Taxation Department stating that the

HOCV is exempt under the taxation clause. Our thanks go to Brian Parkinson an this matter and
Geoff Webb for their groundwork and negotiations,

EDITORIAL REPORT: Nancy Kennedy distributed 223 newsletters this month, Barry requires Vogue
articles and specifications for publication.

SOCIAL SECRETARY'S REFORT: Rootes Car Club Day was successful with six thmbers in  attendance,
Zephyr, Zodiac Car Club Day at Elaine was also a successful and enjoyable day with five Humbers
attending. Organisers of All Makes Swap Meet held at Footscray on 28th April have requested ten
Humbers far display an the day.

TECHNICAL REPORT: A discussion with regards to Series 5 5/S hrake pads was hrought up by Mike
Dupla who experienced prableams ohbtaining these pads, It was discovered they were available at
approximately $45-$50 par set rebonded.

MEMEERSHIP REPORT: Graham Finn reported on new members, Welcome to Sharon Russell, P.J.
Ristrom, Grant Passons and Rev. Ian Thomas.

PARTS WANTED: 1) Rear seat for Series 2 Vegue {colour/grey). Contact Ian Wilde on 725 9897,
2) Bill Holmes wants signs made up for this year's Concours.,

Meeting closed at 9:10pm

Members viewed an early sixties Rootes Group film an the history of Hillman, Pumber, Sunbeam and
Singer. Thanks go to Nancy Butt for supplying same.

Ian Foreman,
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NEWSFLASH: -

Humber adds three new "stork®” models - a hig weloome to cur three newest “Humberettes",
* A baby son (Matthew) on March 31st to Gary & Dianne Davies of Ballarat,

* A baby daughter (Theresa) to Ian, Michells & Alexander Foreman.

* A baby son {Conor James) to Janet (Willimott) and Dominic Fogarty.

Congratulations to all parents, "big" hrothers and grandparents)
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Humbers have been moving in all directions this momth, We were represented at:-
* The Koo-Wee—Rup Potato Festival (Ron Forth's Saries IV dmbulance),

* The Geelong Swap and Vintage Rally (Vic Wilson, Grant & Rose Busch, Kevin Megee, Bill & Joan
Holmes, Ron Forth & Family).

* Elaine Cavalcade of Cars (Bill & Joan Holmes, Keith & Margaret Willimott, Kevin Meqgee, Ian &
Michelle Foreman with Alexander and baby Theresa, Bab Bruce & Joyce, Gary Davies and Ben,
Mike Dupla, Joe Aldam in his MK IV Snipe and new member Brad Hunter,

* Rootes Autckhana (Ron Forth and Ambulance - just in case of casualties, Fred & Sylvia
Peiterson, Keith & Margaret Willimott.

Humbers in this event mroved stable, steady and surprisingly speedy (wall, almost, and they did
improve with each run!!). Winner of the Autokhana was Colin Gunn in a Hillman with a Sunbeam
Rapier and Fiat 123 taking minor places., Fred Peiterson with the Series V Humber took out the
"Pumpkin Prize" and Sylvia is thinking of writing a pumpkin cookbook!!

COMING EVENTS:

HUMBER DISPLAY AND PROMOTION - We will have ten vehicles from our club joining the display at the
All Makes Swap Meet on Sunday April 28th. This is at the Fresh Centre, Footscray Road, Footscray
(see Calendar Page for details). Everyone is welcome and cars on display receive a free double
pass but should be in position for display by 9:0Cam.

BRIARS HOMESTEAD - This will be a leisurely visit to Mornington for a BBQ picnic lunch and a look
at the lowvely Briars' buildings and gardens, Our Secretary, Ian, works in this area and I am
sure has a very interesting day planned for us. Meet at the Homestead at 11:30am - midday. See
further details elsewhere in the Humberette.
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KENNEDY'S KLANGERS

Ancther month slips away and I ask yol, have you been thinking about entering your vehicle in the
Cancours later in the year? Give it a go please, add same colour to the event,

You should be starting to plan your attack now - What has to be done? How do I do it? Who can
atvise me? How high do I aim? These are some of things you must thing of now.

It is no use waiting until just before the event and then deciding to run out and carry out a
five minute clean up and expect to carry off a prize, Balieve me, it doesn't work that way at
all, If you decide to touch up parts with paint remember two things; don't use an 8 inch paint
brush to touch up with and only paint it if it was painted when first built, More on this matter
at a later date.

I mentioned the trading table in my last rantings and ravings. I again remind you that we are in
need of itams mo matter what they are. So please keep the items coming. One member told me it
would save him a trip to the tip, Perhape the same applies to you, so dig cut all those unwanted
items - but please, no husbands or kids. They make too much of a mess on the table and they keep
changing thelr price tags!!

By the time you get this newsletter, Mancy and I will hopefully be up at Bright. At this time of
the year it's a picture and if all goes well we hope to call into see a few members reaiding wp
that way. Do I hear thunderous chants of NDO, N0, NO?1 Can't help bad luck can you?
Well encugh from me at this stage and I lock forward to seeing you at the next meeting.

Bob Kennedy.
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mureoer Gure fora juddering brake ssnowcotoman

Symptom Cause
Pulsing or vibration of the foot Distorted, worn or cracked
pedal when braking brake discs and/or drums

Remedy
Replace defective discs or drums

Depressing the brake pedal of a moving car should
cause smooth, progressive slowing. If slowing down
is accompanied by a pulsating, vibrating effect felt
through the brake pedal it is a clear signal that there
is a fault in the braking system to which urgent
attention should be given.

Such trouble usually indicates that one or more of the
brake discs or drums has distorted, become worn or, in
some rare instances, cracked. The pulsating movement can
be felt because the brake pads or shoes pick up vibration
from a distorted drum or disc and transmit it via the
hydraulic system to the foot pedal. As the brake fluid
in the wheel cylinder reservoirs can absorb minor vibrations
without transmitting them any further, vibrations that
reach the pedal often indicate a serious fault.

QOther associated signs of a brake fault include the car’s
pulling to one side; steering wheel ‘twitch’; and a kind of
on-off grabbing effect when the brakes are applied. But
these symptoms are not necessarily such an accurate
indicator of a brake fault, as they may also be caused by
worn wheel bearings and steering joints, front tyre im-
balance or loose rear axle mounts.’

Distortion and heavy wear almost invariably arises from
the heat suress to which the brakes are subjected. Most
discs and drums are made from cast iron, which is a good
heat conductor, whereas pads and shoes contain asbestos,
which is a poor heat conductor. So, in a drum brake, a high
percentage of the heat generated through fricuon flows
into the drum. In a disc brake, the heat flow can be even
higher, depending on the pad conract arc.

This heat build-up usually dissipates quickly as the

“designers intended, without any damaging effects. But if

a vehicle is subjected to. prolonged heavy braking, ab-
normaliy high temperatures will occur. Even under normal
road conditions the repeated heating and cooling of the

brakes may lead to eventual distortion, particularly if the
brakes are already well worn.

About two-thirds of the braking force is taken on the
front brakes. This is one of the reasons why discs, with
their superior cooling capabilities, are employed at the
front of most modern cars, even when drums are used at
the back.

Even front discs are sometimes unable to get rid of
generated hear fast enough, although they are designed to
operate at higher temperatures than either rear discs or
drums,

Since front brakes are more susceptible to juddering
than rear brakes are, and there is no way--short of dis-
mantling the brakes—of telling from which end of the car
the trouble is originating, the first stage in dealing with
the problem is 1o tackle the front brakes.

1f the front brakes are serviceable, the next stage is to
check the rear brakes,

Whichever end of the car you are dealing with, brakes
should always be serviced in pairs. If one rear drum has to
be replaced, for example, the other rear drum must be
replaced too, or your braking could be dangerously out
of balance.

T

Better judgement is needed by the modern driver, says Dr Max Lay,
Director-Technical Resources at the RCA

Drivers today don't seein to realise that it's not a lack of
car control skills that causes most accidents - the main
culprit is actually the flaws in their driving judgements.

Attitudes of drivers and their ability to quickly and accu-
rately assess traffic conditions have become the most impor-
tant factors in driving on our modern roads systems.

This is a pronounced swing away from the early days of
motoring when the abilities to control and direct the vehicle
were all-important. But all too often, we have not learned to
put enough emphasis on what js now the most essential
element in safe driving - judgement.

I believe we give too much emphasis to framing, enforcing,
and teaching negative or prohibitive trallic laws and regula-
tions. This drenches drivers with repressive attitudes.

It is as if we believe there are just two purposes for driving:
toavoid being caught breaking the law. with its suffering and
punishment; and to avoid having an accident and sulfering
serious personal loss.

Perhaps it's time that we recognised that the real reason
tost of us drive is to get from where we are to where we want
lobe, and todo it as expeditlously as possible - trying to mini-
mise eur travel time within the constraints of the law, while

preserving our salety and security, and keeping down our
stress levels. For a few, it seems that driving is an opportu-
nity for personal display.

The modern traflic system requires positive driving from
motorists to enable them to use the roads more efliciently. To
do this, drivers and educators clearly need to be taught more
about how the trafllc system lunctions, particularly signals
and signs. New drivers have a number of skills to learn, but
the key areas of strategle driving, positive responses and
correct risk assessments seem to be underplayed at the
moment. So, traflic laws and their enforcement should be
directed more towards improving both safety and trallic
efMiciency.

There would appear then to be a strong need for better liaison
between driver educators. police, trallic engineers, research-
ers and the drivers themselves.

We should all realise that controlling a modemn car is
relatively easy. Much of what currently passes for driveredu-
cation is no more than instruction in simple skills to control
the vehicle. We become better drivers with practice, gradu-
ally bullding our reflex skills and Judgement. As novice
drivers we will make errors that won't be repeated sooften as

we gain driving experience. -




Positive Driving

"Any driver is just one part of an
interactive traffic system."

The Basics

The basics of positive driving are the

keys to using the crush and bustle of a

big-city (raflic system. They can be
" shown In ten areas:

1. To drive strategically, detecting
" opportunilies and hazards as early
as possible, with trouble betng
avoided by planning rather than by
reaction.

2. Regularly scanning alt parts of the

. visual field.

3. Assessing the traflic conditions and
risks.

4. Driving according to the prevailing
condilions, not according to habit.

5. By not driving when alcohol. drugs,
{atigue, stress, aggression or illness
are likely to impair your Judgement
or ability.

6. Driving as an exercise in co-
operalion rather than compelition.

7. Being aware of the gaps and head
-ways that drivers are adopting.

8. When enlering, travelling, or
ieaving a (raflic lane, maintain the
. same speed as the other drivers.
Wherever possible, accelerating or
decelerating outside the lane.

9. Keeping to the left, both when
travelling stralght ahead or when
lumning left.

10. And, by improving your judgement
ol traflic movements by understand-
ing the workings of the traffic
syslem.
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These skills and judgement techniques
of stralegic driving and assessing risks
should be taught in a structured
manner lo new drivers. Al present.
they learn risk assessmenl mainly
through ‘fortunate’ near misses and
minor accidents - a very chancy basis
for such an imporlant malter.

The crucial aspects that inexperienced
drivers need Lo pick up as quickly as
possible are:

- better scanning of the visual field
for relevant cues,

- better judgement of the speed of
other vehicles,

- betterassessment ofavallable gaps,
more praciice at making quick.
accurate decisions on Lhe roads,

- adowngrading of their opinions of
their own capabilities.

Over a period of time, these items can
be taught; aided, perhaps, by a syslem
of gradualed licensing to inlroduce
drivers to more complex silualjons.
For example, new drivers could starl
wilh being allowed {o drive only in
daylight hours wilh an experienced
companion,

S..me aceidents are chance events, bul
as many as 90 percent are errors of
human Judgemeni. often in quile
demanding situations. These errors
relate lo perceplion, decision, and re-
sponse. So our efforis (o reduce acci-
dents should be directed strongly at:
- enhancing driver judgemenl by
training in risk-assessment and by
publicising the relative dangers of
various driving manoceuvres,
reducing the need lo rely on that
judgement by increasing the
abilities of strategic driving and by
designing safer intersections,
removing the faclors that diminish
that judgementl, such as alcohol,
drugs, faligue, stress, and
aggression,
replacing compeltiveness with
driving co-operation,
and, education on how the road
system functions.

People olten advocale as an accident
countermeasure that drivers should
be taught how o drive out of a skid.
The better tactic is to teach them how
to avoid getting into a skkl. This is nol
to suggest a relum to the worsl as-
pects of negative driving instruction
bul a plea for a positive approach to
avoid problem situations. it would, for
inslance, involve malking drivers aware
that differenl speeds are appropriate
in different circumstances rather than
the wide-spread mentalily of a blanket
approach lo all violations of speed
limits.

Driver Courtesy

Any driver is Just one par! of an inter-
active traffic sysitem. The ability to
sense that interaction and o co-oper-
ate with other drivers is whal posilive
driving is all aboult. Courlesy is a good
indication of the co-operation we need,
but we slill need judgement. For ex-
ample, i shouldn’t mean holding up a
stream of vehicles behind you to give
way Lo a solitary car on your left. While
aggression and competition are com-
mon [aclors of our modern socicly,
drivers with these trails have no place
on our madem roads.

Matorists are somelimes confused by
whal they think is inconsisiency at
intersections. Sometimes, {forinstance,
they getl a green arrow and sometimes
they don't. It needs 1o be explained
that the computer oflen makes a green
arrow decision based on how many
cars are wailing 1o tum, compared to

how many are Aravelling  straight
throngh, 1 you are one ol only o few,
yornmay well be diseriminated against.
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The computer is not being inconsis-
tent and it isn't dilficult to explain its
logic to drivers. Bul do we try?

A knowledge of the average length of
time for a green signal (perhaps 30 lo
50 seconds on a major approach road)
would help drivers judge whether trying
to achieve that dislant green is worth
incorporating into their drving strat-

egy.

A similar issue occurs when the sig-
nals are linked together by some forin
ol area-wide control system. The driver
gels most benelit from Lthese systems
when driving as part of a platoon - Lthal
is, a tight group of cars moving in the
peak traffic direction - because then
the computer is able to progress the
platcon with a green light at each
interseciion. This doesn’t work when
the platocon [ragments, which can be
caused byJust one person driving below
traflic speeds or with an excessive
headway,

Negative driving attitudes can lead
drivers o believe that they are helping
road safety by this type of behaviour,
but by crealing variations they are
actually harming the trallic efliciency.
Platooning makes it much casier for
othervehicles and pedestrians tocross
a road. Of course, any over-reaction o
“sale following distance™ works agains!t
piatooning.

Incidentally, in promoting area tralfic
‘conlrol, we often don't tell drivers that
if they are*fnoving against or across the
trafTic flow, they may well be worse of!

than il there was no compuler linking. -

Trallic signs can often be the cause of
major communications gaps belween
the players in the traffic system.

LS _at,

For example, there is a wide-spread,
but totally unsupported belief, par-
ticularly in local government, that any
traflic problem can be solved by an-
other sign. Unfortunalely, the very
people at whom signs are directed are
Lhe last to read them. In fact, a prolif-
cration of signs normally exaggerates a
hazard.

Positive Driving

"The very people who signs are
directed at, are the last to read them."

Screening Drivers

It is sometimes argued that dangerous
drivers should be detected by a screen-
ing process and banne« fromn the road.
But evendrivers In high-accident cate-
gories lin order, young drinking-males.
young males, males} have a low acci-
dentrisk. Most of these relatively nsky
young males are nol going 1o have a
serious accident anyway.

Due tolow accident fsk, the concept of
accident proneness has no relevance
in road safely. This Is because many
people who would qualify as accident-
prone would not actually have an accl-
dent.

Screening drivers by the use of physi-
cal tests, parlicularly eye lests, is also
often argued. But relatively lew acei-
dents are caused by people lacking the
abilily to sce - those with deleclive
vision either wear corrective lenses or
tend to avoid dangerous siluations. In-
deed, many accidents involve “looked.
Lot dide't see™; that s, the motorist
saw the situation but the proper im-
pact wasn't made on his perception.

Onceagatn, our argument moves away
from the physical attributes of the
driver towards his judgement. atti-
tudes, and experience.

Overtaking Aftitudes

Overlaking, particularly on country
roads, is so difficult for most of us that
we leave ourselves large margins for
error. Nevertheless, research shows
that in one out of twenty overtakings,
one of the drivers had to do a lasl
instant evasive actlion to avoid a colli-
slon.

The signalling by drvers for overtaking
(and the signs, provided by our engi-
neers, for overtaking conditions) falls
well short of what should be done. Why
do Australlians generally take such an
agpressive, cerlainly unhelpful, gaut-
look towards drtversatlempllngto‘
whereas in countries such as Scandi-
navia, it is routine lo make things
easicr lor the overtaking driver?

/}_r,mlher situation that can readily
overtax a driver's concentration is al a
complex intersection.

One particularly difficult, that is risky.
intersection nunmocuvre lormany drive
ers is doing a right turn Irom a local
streel onto an undivided road. This
difficult multi-task process is shown,
by accident statistics, 1o be messed up
all too often.

ra

Caught in the act - a red light camera captures this accident at a Melbourne intersection,
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To improve the expertise of novice driv-
ers, and the salety on the roads of the
experienced drivers, Lhere would seem
1o be great potential in pulting novice
drivers into driving simulaiors o en-
courage them to ‘read’ the road scene.
_Many amusement arcades and PPCs
“now have quite good driving simula-
lors, but do we use them construc-

lively?

In our calvinistic approach to driving
we lend lo concentrate on such as-
pecls as keeping al a safe distance
from other cars and travelling al a
speed that will permit us to stop when
lene threatening object appears. With
itive driving, we leamn, quite differ-
ently, {o see the object as carly as
possible and to drive around it - con-
cenlratingon advance planning, steer-
ing, recluced or zero aceeleration, while
maintaining full vehicle control. E.ak-
ing is only a final, incidental. and
perhaps unnecessary part of this strai-

egy.

Give it a break!

Making drivers belleve thal brakes are
their inajor safely tool has led lo an
over-use of braking. Bul a car being
braked is largely out of control and in
the exireme will skid. The driver has
less options (o control the vehicle, and
is wasling luel when he again has lo
aceelerale. A very good driver has a

matically reduced use of brakes.

{essional (ruck drivers on inler-
stale trips were shown by a recenl
ARRB study to louch their brakes only
once every three kilomelres or so.

Similarly, the best way 1o merge with
other traffic is (o be travelling at the
same speed. Just like Juunping from

: "The best way to merge with other traffic
is to be travelling at the same speed.”

one speeding (rain to another in the
movics - it Is an casy stunt il the trains
are going in the same direction al the
same speed.

But I our driver follows the [earful
philosophy of defensively slowing, so
he can check that everything is in
order before he merges, the difference
becomes greater In the relative speeds
beiween himself and the traflic stream
he wishes lo enler. His lask becomes
much more difficult and dangerous in
terms of physics, space available,
vehicle perdoermance and human judge-
ment.

Another major lraffic inclliciency is
caused by the poor lane discipline of
Australians compared to what is ex-
pected of drivers on US [lreeways and
European motorways.

Drivers on those syslems expecl you to
keep in your lane, adaopl the prevailing
traffic speed, signal any lane changes
in advance and keep away from the
cenire lane unless you are travelling at
high speed. Australians seem to be-
licve that the slowest drivers should
use the fane out by the median strip,
even though in most states that's ille-

gl

Then at traffic signals a similar driving
mentality leads to the bulk of drivers
queuing in the centre lane, blocking
others from entering the right turn
slot.

A relaled siluation sees drivers failing
to properly use the (urning lanes. We
place greal store on telling motorisls
aboul regulations likely to caich them
for speeding or drink-driving, but litik:
or none on ways fo itnprove traflle ow,

This ineflicient behaviour at signals
and intersections shows just how
widespreast is our lilure to educate
our drivers properly.

Few drivers even know the law on what
to do when they are confronted wilh a
yellow light. And those who once did
know have had such fear put into them
by the publicity on “red-light cameras™
that they no longer have confidence in
that knowledge.

What should you do when the yetlow
comes on al that critical distance?*he
commonsense thing - the one the (raf-
lic enginecers use - is to brake ifyou are
able to stop withoul entering the inler-
section. [T you can’t brake safely, keep
going across the intersection.

Don't be alarmed il you see the red
light before you clear the crossing. ‘Ihe
trallic engineer will have lell the light
sequence on all-red for long enough 1o
give you sale passage. u

.|
Humber specifications

Humber Hawk produced 1945-47 (pre-war budy
stvle and enginevning-—style first seen in 1937}

Technical description: The cdutocr, 3.8.45°

Engine: g-0vl, 75 - 1omm, 1gqcc, side valves, CR
6.4:1, Stromberg carb, s6bhyp s Woorpm. 7
Maximum torgue g71b £ 20000pm.

Transmission” Axle ratio g 7871 Overall ranios 4. 74,
702, 11K, 17,02, revesse 22,75 1. 16.4mph 10001pm

M P gear,

Suspension and brakes’ Ifs, transverse leal spring,
wishbone upper tink, fever arm dampers; live rear
axle, half-ciliptic leafl springs, anti-toll bar, lever arm
dampers. Worm and nut steering. 1oin-dizmeter drum
brakes front and rear. §5.75—161n tyres.,

Dunensions : Wheelbase oft 6in; front track 4t 7. Kin:
rear track 4ft Bin. Length 141t 1oin; width st gin:
height st 3in. Unladen weighe 2970lh.

Performance: Not tested i this guise.

Price: £6h4 v 1ygs «Note All praces tncdude
Purchase Tas



Humber Hawk Mk lI—produced 1947—48
Technical description: The Autocar, 26.9.47
Specification as for Mk 11, except for new gearbox,
also with synchromesh on top, third and second as
before, and with same ratios.

Overali length now quoted as 15ft oin, and height as
sft sin, but with no apparent styling changes.

Performaggce: (The Autocar, 26.9.47)
Price: £889 in 1947 +

Humber Hawk IIl—produced 194850
Technical description: The Autocar, 15.10.48

Engine: 4-cyl, 75 x 110mm, 1944cc, side-valves, CR
6.4:1, Stromberg carb, s6bhp at 3800rpm. Maximum
torque 971b ft at 2000rpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.55:1. Overall ratios 4.55,
6.78, 11.24, 16.14, reverse 21.62:1. 16.3mph/i000rpm
in top gear.

Suspension and brakes: 1fs, coil springs, wishbones
and lever-arm dampers; live rear axle, half-elliptic leaf
springs, anti-roll bar, lever arm dampers..Worm and
nut seeering. gin diameter drum brakes, front and
rear, §.50-15in tyres.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 8ft 9.5in; front track 4ft 8in;

rear track 4ft 9in. Overall length 14ft 6in; width

sft 10in; height sft 4in. Unladen weight 2750lb.
Performance: {The Autocar, 15.7.49) Maximum speed
72mph. o-6omph 34.4sec. Typical fuel consumption
24 1o 27mpg.

Price: £799 in 1948,

Humber Hawk IV—produced 1950-52
Technical description: The Autocar, 25.8.50
L]

Specification as for 1948-50 Hawk 111 except for:
Engine: 81 x 110mm, 2267¢c, side-valves, CR 6.3:1,
§8bhp ar 3400rpm. Maximum torque 110lb ft at
18oorpm. .

Transmission: 17. omph!looorpm in top gear.
Suspension and brakes: 6.40-15in tyres.
Performance: (The Autocar, 29.12.50) Maximum
speed 7omph. o-6omph 30. 4sec. Typical fuel
consumption 21-23mpg.

Humber Hawk V—produced 1942-54
Technical description: The Autocar, 26.9.52

Specification as for 1950-52 Hawk 1V except for:
Transmission: Overall ratios 4.55, 6.78, 11.24, 14.50,
reverse 18.37:1.

Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £11291n 1952

Humber Hawk Vl—produced 1954-57
Technical description: The Aurocar, 11.6.54

Specification as for 1952-54 Hawk V except for:
Engine: Overhead valves, CR 7.0:1. 70bhp at
4ocorpm. Maximum torque 119lb ft a1 2200rpm.
Suspension and brakes: 4.5in wheel rims. Anti-roll bar
to front suspension. No anti-roll bar at rear. 10in
drum brakes all round.

Dimensions: Length now quoted as 15ft 1.5in
(without significant sheet meial changes), Unladen
weight 3110lb.

Options: (for export) 4.22:1 axle ratio. Overall ratios
4.22, 6.30, 10.43, 13.45, reverse 17.04: 1.

Opuonal Laycock de Normanville overdrive with
4.55:1 axle ratio, giving overdrive top gear ratio of
3.54: 1. 21.8mph/1ccorpm in overdrive top gear.
Performance: (The Aurocar, 13.8.54) Maximum speed
8omph in overdrive, 76mph in direct top gear.
o-6omph 23.8sec. Standing }-mile 22.5scc. Typical
fuel consumption ahout 22 10 31mpg.

Price: £986 in 1954

(Note: From September 1955, an estate car derivative
was made available. Specification was as for the saloon
except for:

Engine power now quoted as 75bhp at 4000rpm
{shared with saloon;}.

Tyres 6.00—15-in. Unladen weight 3360lb.

Price: £1255 in 1955)
Humber Hawk—produced 1957-59
Technical description: The Autocar, 31.5.57

Engine: 4-cyl, 81 x 110mm, 2267cc, overhead valves,
CR 7.5:1, Zenith carb, 73bhp (net) at 4400rpm.
Maximum torque 120lIb ft at 2300rpm.

Transmission: Manual, axle ratio 4.22: 1, overali

ratios 4.22, 6.30, 10.43, 13.46, reverse 17.04. Optional |
overdrive, axle ratio 4.56: 1, overall ratios (3.54(, 4.56, |
6.79, 11.26, 14.52, reverse 18.39. Optional automatic,
axle ratio 4.22:1, overall ratios 4.22, 6.06, 9.79, reverse
8.48:1. 18.32mph/1000rPm in top gear (manual and
automatic), 21.8mph'1000rpm in overdrive top gear.
Suspension: Ifs, coil springs, wishbones, anti-roll bar,
telescopic dampers; live rear axle, half-elliptic leaf
springs, telescopic dampers. Recirculating batl
steering. 11in-diameter front drum brakes, 10in-
diameter rear drum brakes. 6.00-15 or 6.40-15in
tyres on 4.§in rims.

" Dimensions: Wheelbase gft 2in; front track 4ft 8in;

rear track 4ft 7.5in. Overall length 15ft 4.7in; width
sft 9.5in; height 5ft 1in. Unladen weight 3080lb.
Performance: (The Autocar, 28.6.57) Maximum speed
83mph. o-6omph 20.6sec. Standing |-mile 21.8sec.
Typical fuel consumption about 25mpg. d
Price: {1261 in 1957

{(Note: An estate car derivative was introduced in
October 1957, with only minor mechanical differences.}

Price: [1464 in 1957
Hawk Series 1A—produced 1959-60
Technical description: The Autocar, 16.10.59

Same basic mechanical specification except for:
Transmission: Overall ratios (manual) 4.22, 5.88, 9.04,
14.13, reverse 17.90. (Overdrive) (3.54), 4-55, 6.34,
9.75, 15.24, reverse 19.31:1.
Price: £1191 (saloon) in 1959

L1411 (estate) in 1959

Hawk Series Il—produced 1960-62
Technical description: The Autocar, 14.1p.60

Same basic specification as Series 1A except for:
Transmission: Automatic transmission no lnngcr
available.
Suspension and brakes: 11.6in front disc brakes, 11in
rear drums.
Price: £1241 (saloon) in 1960

L1460 (estate) in 1960

Hawk Series lII—produced 1962-64
Technical description: The Awtocar, 14.9.62

Same basic specification as for Series 11, Changes
entirely cosmetic. N
Price: £1204 (saloon) in 1962

L1417 (estate) in 1962

Hawk Series IV—produced 1964-67
Technieal description: The Autocar, 23.10.64

Same hasic specification as for Series HI, except for:
Suspension: Rear anii-roil bar, saloon version only.
‘Transmission : All-synchromesh gearbox, overall
ratios 4.22, 5.88, 9.04, 13.16, reverse 15.07: 1.
Optional averdrive, ratio 3.28: 1. 18 tmph 1o0orpm in
top gear, 23.3mph 1000rpm in overdrive top gear.
Performance: Not tested in thas guise.
Price: L1095 (saloon) in 1964

L1361 festate] in 1969




Humber Snipe—produced 194548
Technical description: The Autecar, 31.8.45

Same chassis, suspension, and bodyshell as fc;r
1945.—48 Hawk, except for:
Enginc: 6-cyl, 69.5 x 120mm, 273j1cc, side valves,

CR 6.4:r, Stromberg carb, 65bhp at 3500rpm.
Maximum torque 120lb ft at 13c0rpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.67:1. Overall ratios 4.67,
6.82, 11.58, 18.35, reverse 18.3§:1. 17.imph/1000rpm
in 1op gear.

Suspension and brakes: 11in-diameter drum brakes
front and rear. 6.00-16-in 1yres. Unladen weight

3330lb.
Performance: Not 1ested in this guise.
Price: [863 in 1945 -

Humber Super Snipe-—produced 194548
Technical description: The Autocar, 3.8.45

Same chassis, suspension, and bodyshell as for
1945-48 Hawk, except for:

Engine: 6-cyl, 85 x 120mm, 4086c¢c, side valves, CR
6.3:1, Stromberg carb, 100bhp at 3400rpm.
Maximum torque 1971b ft at 1200rpm.
Transmission: Axle ratio 4.09: 1. Overall ratios 4.09,

5.99,.10.14, 16. 07,Icvcrsc 16.07:1. 19.7mph’ momym[ .

in top gear.- -

Suspension and brakcs 13in drum brakes at front andl

rear. 6.00-16in tyres. Unladen weight 3360lb.
Performance : (The Autocar, 13.12.46) Maximum '
speed ‘aver 75mph’, o—6omph 24.5sec. Typical fuel
consumption 15-17mpg.
Price: £889 in 1945

Humber Super Snipe II—produced 1948-50
Technical description: The Autocar, 17.9.48 .

Same basic chassis, suspension, running gear and
bodyshell as 1945—-48 model, except for slightly
lengthened wheelbase, wider tracks and body width,
and restyled nose:

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.09:1. Ovcrall ratios 4.09,
5.89, 9.59, 15.95, reverse 16.91: 1. 20.25mph/1ocorpm
in top gear.,

Suspension and brakes: 12in drum brakes at front and
rear. 6.50-16in tyres. Unladen weight 3695lb.
Dimensions: Wheclbase 9ft 9.5in; front track 4ft
9.9in; rear track sft 1in. Length 15ft 7.5ip; width

6ft 2.5in; height sfu 5.7in.

Performance: {The Auiocar, 23.5.49) Maximum speed
8omph. o-6omph 22.7sec. Typical fuel consumption
14-18mpg. .

Price: £1144in 1948

Humber Super Snipe [il—produced 1950-52
Technical description: The Autocar, 25.8.50

Same basic specification as for 1938-50 model
except for;
Suspension and brakes: Rear suspension now has
IPanbhard rod linkage. Overall length now quoted as
150t 10.7in. Unladen weight 37451b.
Price: £1144 10 1950
£1240 in 1950 for *Touring’ limousine
derivative
Replaced in Oclober 1952 by new chassisibody design
allied to 1948 variciy of Humher Hawk.
Starting with the Hlumber Hawk announced in

October 1948, Rootes ushered in g new range of
Humbers. All 1g4R-45 Hawks, and alt 1952-58 Super

Snipes were based om the same basic chassis layout
and pressed-body style, though rhere were significant
differences in wheelbase, and in front and rear body
sheet metal.

Humber Pullman—produced 1945-48

Technical description: The Autocar, 3.8.45

Same basic chassis and mechanical layout as Hawk/
Snipe/Super Snipe range, but with Thrupp &

Maberly bodyshell, and following details:

Engine . As Super Snipe.

Transmission: As 1945-48 Super Snipe, except
20.2mph/1000rpm in top gear.

Suspension and brakes: 12in-diameter drum brnkcs
front and rear. 6.50-16in tyres. S
Dimensions: Wheclbase 10ft 7.5in; front track

4ft 7.8in; rear track sft rin. Overall length 16t 6in;
width 6ft 1in; height sft 10in. Unladen weight 40051b.
Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £1598 in 1945

Humper Pullman llmproduced 1948-§3
Technical description: The Autocar, 28.5.48

Specification as for 1945-48 Pullman except for
considerable styling changes and revised chassis as for
Super Snipe I1:

Suspension: 7.00-16in tyres.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 10ft 11in; front track 4ft 10in;
rear track sft 2in. Overall length 17ft 6.5in; width

6ft 2.5in; height sft 9in. Unladen weight 4465lb.

Performance: (The Autocar, 4.7.52) Maximum speed

.78mph, 9- Gomph 26.25¢¢. Standmg J-mile 23.25¢c.
Typical fuel consumption 14—~17mpg. -
Price: £2171 in 1948

Humber Pullman III—produced 1953 to 1954
Technical description: The Autocar, 8.5.53

Specification as for 1948—53 Pullman except for:
Engine: 6-cy! overhead-valve engine of 1952 Super
Snipe (sec below).

Suspension: 7.40-16in tyres. ’
Dimensions : Length now quoted as 17{t 7.9in.
Unladen weight 4870lb.

Performance: Never tested in this guise.

Price: {1977 in 1953

This model was dropped in 1954, and was never
replaced.

Humber Imperial—produced 1949-53

Mecchanically and visually this car was identical to the
Pullman II of 1948-53, but fitted with a seven-seater
arrangement without a limousine division.
Performance : (The Autocar, 21.10.49) Maximum
speed 79mph. o—6omph 26.5sec, Typical fuel
consumption, about 13-15mpg.

Price: £2171in 1949

Humber Imperial H—produced 1953-54

Mechanically and visually, this car was identical 1o the
Pullman 111 of 1953-54, but fitted with a non-
limousine varicty of coachwork.

Unladen weight: 48451b.

Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £1977 in 1953

This model was dropped in 1954, and was never
replaced.



Humber Super Snipe Mk IV—produced 1952-54
Technical description: The Autocar, 17.10.52

Engine: 6-cyl, 88.9 x 111 1mm, 4139¢cc, overhead
valves, CR 6.5:1, Stromberg carb, 113bhp at

3400rpm. Maximum torque 206lb fi ar 1400rpm.
Transmission: Axle ratio 3.9:1. All-synchromesh
gearbox, overall ratios 3.9, 5.54, 8.16, 12.18, reverse
12.92:1. Alternative axle 3.7:1, overall ratios 3.7,
5.22, 7.4, 11.56, reverse 12.25:1. 21.3mph/joo0rpm
in top gear or 22.5mph 10001pMm in top gear.
Suspension and brakes: Ifs, coil springs, wishbones,
anti-roll bar, telescopic dampers; live rear axle, half-
elliptic leaf springs, telescopic dampers. Worm and
nut steering. 11in-diameter drum brakes front and
rear. 7.00-1$in tyres on §.0in wheel rims.
Dimensions: Wheelbase gft 7.7-in; front track 4ft
10in; rear track 4ft 8.25in. Overall length 16ft §in;
width 6ft 1.5in; height sft 6in. Unladen weight
4025lb.

Performance: (The Autocar, 29.5.53) Maximum speed
gomph. o—6omph 16.0sec. Standing }-mile 20.5sec.
Typical fuel consumption 14 to 18Bmpg.

Price: £1627 in 1952

(Note: From autumn 1953, the engine was uprated,
with CR 7.1:1. 116bhp at 3500rpm. Maximum torque
211lb ft at 1400rpm.)

Humber Super Snipe Mk V—produced 1954—58

Technical description: The Autocar, 16.4.54

Specification as for uprated Super Snipe Mk IV
(195354 variety).
- Performance : Never tested in this guise.

Price: £1397 in 1954

Note: From September 1955 the following engine
changes were introduced:

CR 7.4.1, 122bhp at 3600rpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.1:1. Overall ratios 4.1,
5.82, 8.57, 12.8, reverse 13.57: 1. Optional overdrive,
giving 3.2:1. 20.33mph/1000rpm in direct top gear,
26.omph/1000Tpm in overdrive top gear.
Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: f1552 in 195§

(Note: From April 1956, the car became available with
optional Borg Warner automatic transmission,
Price reductions also took place at this time:

£1426 {(manual)

£1614 {(automatic))

Starting with new Humber Hawk, announced in May
1957, and the new Super Snipe announced in October
1958, Rootes brought in a rationalized range of cars
all based on the same monocoque four-door bodyshell
which shared the same wheelbase, suspensions and
principal dimensions. Hawks had the old engine,
while Super Snipes and their derivatives had a
brand-new six-cylinder engine. These models carried
on until 1967, when both were phased out and not
replaced.

Super Snipe—produced 1958-59
Technical description: The Autocar, 3.10.58

Same unit-construction {our-door sheli and
suspensions as for Humber Hawk of 1957-67:
Engine: 6-cyl, 82.55 x 82.5§mm, 26s1cc, overhead
valves, CR 7.5:1, Stromberg carb, 105bhp (net) at
sooorpm. Maximum torque 138lb ft a1 2000rpm.
Transmission: Choice of manual, overdrive, or
automatic transmission. Three-speed manual and
automatic boxes. Axle ratio 4.55: 1. Overall ratios *
{o'd top, il fitted, 3.54), 4.55, 7.34, 12.77, IEVEIsSC
14.29: 1. Automatic ratios 4.55, 6.5, 10.5, Teverse
9.51:1, 17.4mph 10ocorpm in top gear, 22.4mph
1ooCrpm 1n overdrive top gear.

Suspension: Tls, coil springs, wishbanes, anti-rod] bar,
telescopic dampers; bve rear axles, half-elliptic leaf
springs, telescopic dampers, Recirculating ball
steening. t1in diameter front and rear drum brakes.
6.70-18in 1yTes.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 9ft 2in; front track 411 8.5in;
rear track 4ft 7.5in. Overall tength 1511 4.75in; width
sft 9.sin; height sfi tin. Unladen weight 33500
Performance: (The Aurocar, 31.10.68) Maximum
speed 92mph (in overdrive), B7mph (direct top).
o-6omph 19.0sec. Standing 3-mile 21.0sec. Typical
fuel consumption 16 to 23mpg.
Price: £1494 (saloon) in 1958

L1741 (estate) in 1958
Super Snipe Series lI—produced 1959-60

Technical description: The Autocar, 16.40.59

Specification as for Super Snipe I except for:
Engine: 87.3 x 82.55mm, 2¢65cc, CR 8.0:1, Zenith
carb, 121bhp (net) at 48corpm, Maximum torque
1621b ft at 1800rpm. i
Transmission : Automatic ratios 4.22, 6.03, 9.77,
reverse 8.82:1. 18.smph/1ocorpm in top gear.
Brakes: r1in-diameter front dlscs, 11in-diameter rear
drums.
Performance: Not tested in this guise.
Price: £1453 (saloon) in 1959

L1701 (estate) in 1959
Super Snipe Series IIl—produced 1960-62

Technical description: The Autocar, 14.10.60

Specification as for Super Snipe 11 cxccpt for:
Overall length 15ft 8in.
Performance: { The Autocar, 16.6.61) Max:mum speed
10omph (overdrive), 96mph (direct top). o~6omph
14.3s5ec. Standing }-mile 19.5sec. Fuel consumption
between 15 and 26mph.
Price: {1489 (saloon) in 1960

" L1737 (estate) in 1960 - -

Super Snipe Series IV—produced 1962-64
Technical description: The Autocar, 14.9.62

Specification as for Super Snipe Series I except for:
Engine: 124bhp (net) at sooorpm. Maximum torque
16olb ft at 2600rpm.
Transmission: Automatic ratios as before. Axle ratio
now 4.22:1 on all derivatives. Manual ratios (3.28—
o;/d), 4.22, 6.13, 11.83, reverse 13.25:1. 18.6mph/
1000rpm in direct top gear and automatic, 23.9mph/
100CTpm in overdrive top gear.
Performance: Not tested in this guise.
Price: 1541 (saloon) in 1962

L1782 (estate) in 1962

Super Snipe Series V—produced 1964-67
Technical description: The Autocar, 23.10.64

Specification as for Super Snipe Series IV except for:
Engine: 2 Zc:mth -Stromberg carbs, 128.sbhp (net) at
sooorpm. Maximum torgue 1671b ft at 26c0rpm. »
Power-assisted steering as standard. Rear anti-roll bar
for saloon cars.
Height 4ft 11.25in. Unladen weight 34151b (saloon),
34951b (estate).
Performance: Not tesied in this guise—but see below.
Price: £1512 (saloon) in 1964

L1633 (estate) in 1964

Imperial—produced 1964-67
Technical description: The Autocar, 23.10.64

Mechanical specification in cvery way as for Super
Snipe Series V, escept for standardization of
automatic transmission and Selectaride rear shock
absorbers. Manual or overdrive transmission not
available.
Estate car derivative not available.
Performance: { The Autacar, 11.6.65) Maximum speed
roomph. o—6omph 16.25cc. Standing }-mile 20.7s5ec.
T'ypical fuel consumption 1Bmpg.
Price: £1796 (saloon in 1964)

Li1g17 (limousine: in 1964

{Note: ‘Touring’ limousine derivatives were also
avuailable of all Hawks and Super Snipes in this series,
but they were mechamcally identical )



Natural gas may power road
and public transport in future

By CHRISTOPHER de FRAGA

GAS is greener for public transport and
big trucks, according to the Victorian
Gas and Fuel Corporation, which is de-
veloping technology to convert big die-
sel vehicles to compressed natural gas
— a technology it may export.

- The corporation is working with Ger-
man engine management specialist
Bosch in Australia to develop a spark-
ignition, diesel-derived engine which
can burn a combined gas and diesel
mixture, pure gas, or diesel fuel, de-
pending on the owner’s requirements to
save money and aim for a clean envi-
ronment.

* So far, the work has produced a diesel
engine which, with electronic controls,
will burn fuel at the rate of half the
stoichiometric rate — reducing both ex-
haust pollution and producing an ex-
haust without the usual diesel black par-

ticulate-laden smoke.

It is also far more fuel-efficient, but

the lack of smoke is important for other

reasons.

The importance of this alternative
gas technology can be seen from pro-
posed future pollution rules for diesels,
which will require particulate traps —
these black particles being suspected as
a possible cause of cancer.

Regulations banning diesel engines
from the city and heavily populated
areas could make the Australian techno-
logy an export bonanza.

Meanwhile, the corporation plans to
have refilling stations for compressed
natural gas vehicles from Brisbane to
Perth as part of a bid to have Australia's
big truck fleet converted from diesel to
gas.

Ford already has offered to switch its
own big trucks to gas — trucks which

take parts from its Geelong plant to the
Broadmeadows factory.

Benders Buses in Geelong has
switched its fleet to gas and The Met is
testing some gas-propelled buses.

From its suburban bus fleet of 350
diesel vehicles, The Met is having 10
switched to dual-fuel — burning both
diesel and gas — as part of an experi-
ment in both environmental improve-
ment and cost savings.

The higher-than-average cost of the
changeover (seven times the usual
$1600 quoted for converting a car to
gas) would have a “pay-back” time of
two years, after which the buses would
be saving considerably on expensive
diesel fuel.

Natural gas is regarded by many as
the near-future Australian fuel since it
is abundant and available around the
country, from the North-West Shelf to
Bass Strait.

Bandag's new tyre casing analyser.

BANDAG MANUFACTURING
Bandag, which claims to be one of
Australia’s leading tyre retreaders,
has introduced a new tyre casing ana-
lyser that it says will give vehicle op-
_erators better performance from
tyres at a lower cost per kilometre.

The NDI analyser is being import-
ed from Bandag in America and the
computer-controlled machine has al-
ready been installed in dealers’ work-
shops in Victoria, South Australia,
Queensland and New South Wales.
Dealers in other states are expected
to install analysers as they become
available from the US, where Bandag
says 70 per cent of its outlets already
use them.

The analyser determines the integ-
rity and retreadability of a vehicle
operator’s valuable casings. After
buffing the analyser rotates the inflat-
ed tyre “listening” for air leaks,
which it marks so they can be re-
paired before the next stage, which is
the ultrasonic inspection of the casing
for separations.

Gulf crisis.

A RUSH of motorists converting
from petrol to LPG because of the
Gulf crisis has come as an unex-
pected boost to a new Victorian
factory.

The McMillan Pty Ltd factory at
Echuca, on the Murray River, is
producing 7000 LPG cylinders a
month compared with an expected
demand of about 1000 a month, the
managing director, Mr Tony Brad-
ford, sald. ;

The company has also

Recycle motor oil

to save imports
from T. Pearson

-One of today's vital questions is
what effect hostilities in the
Middle East would have on our oil
-supplies and costs. The answer in
"respect of lubricating oil is quite a
considerable one.

The crude oil we produce in
-Australia is not a source of any
lubricating oils and that includes
motor oils. It is just not a suitable
.grade.

Crude oil imports from the
Middle East are the main source
of supply for lubricating oils.

Such imports are already a ma-
jor factor in Australia’s external
balance of payments position. Any
further disadvantageous change
in cost or availability is likely to

Airbags ‘not needed’

CARS do not need to be fit- tion Incomparable with the

ted with airbags.

says the

United States, which has no

Federal Chamber of Automo- such enforceable legislation.

tive Industries.

Mr Grigg said seat belts

The chiel executive of the “have proven to be the single

chamber, Mr lan Grigg, said

most effective means of

Australi:'s mandatory seat belt reducing fatalities and serious
wearing laws made our situa- injuries to vehicle occupants”

boosts gas

announced a joint-venture manu-
facturing project in Malaysia plus
an export drive to South-East Asla,
the United States and Japan.

The Echuca complex employs
more than 100 people over two
shifts plus extra time on Saturdays
to cope with the strong demand.

Mr Bradford said it may not be
long before the $10 million plant
reached its capacity of 10,000 LPG
cylinders a month.

have a most detrimental effect on
our economy and cost of living.

There Is an answer; recycled
oil. The technology exists in Aus-
tralia today to produce consider-
able volumes of recycled motor
olls at quality levels equal to other
premium products.

In recent tests carried out by
the laboratory Oilcheck Pty Lim-
Ited, the quality and protection
levels of premium recycled motor
oils were found to be on a par with
the leading premium brands.

Recycled motor oils will not be
significantly affected by price in-
creases deriving from develop-
ments in the Middle East. They
are processed in Australia from
used motor ofls which would oth-
erwise be potential environmen-
tal pollutants.

They reduce our dependence
on uncertain supplies from the
Middle East and vulnerability to
soaring prices; they help our bal-
ance of payments and contribute
to a better environment.

Tim Pearson,
Canberra.




rated belt system, Mercedes-B:
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Electric cars
get boost

from battery

invention

By RICHARD SMITHERS,
Sydney

A big problem with electric cars is
that you cannot tell when they are
about to run out of power.

But after 10 years' research, a
Sydney engineer has developed a
system to monitor the energy
level of a battery that could pave
the way for electric vehicles to be
on the road within 18 months.

Mr David Gosden, the system's

esigner, has installed the techno-

gy in a mini-van, which he un-
eiled at Sydney Universily yes-
rday.

A Motorists who fill up at
Mac’s Gas station. then look
for the attendant to pay, are
more often than not patting
him while they wait. Rocky. a
border collic/kelpie cross,
helps out owner Mac Dryden
by taking money from
motorists, trotting to the till,
opening it and putting the
notes in their correct
compartment (always). “He
hasn’t got to working out the
change yet,” says Dryden,
“but it’s just a matter of
time.” Rocky developed his
unusual skills by simply
walching, and without any
encouragement from Dryden.
He also puts bags of rubbish
out at night, fetches the
correet tools on command at
the service bay, and even
finds the right clectrical plugs
and points for individual

2055 BIRD

Fdited by Katy Bravery.

EVERY DOG HAS

General dogshody Rocky and
his owner/boss Mac Dryden.

makes of car. He has gained
something of a fan club at the
station on Victoria's Princes
Highway between Sale and
Stratford. a fact Dryden plays
on unmercifully. When
smiling Rocky lovers turn up
asking where the dog is. he
replies. deadpan: *1 shot him.”

“*The van, a 10-year-old Suzukl, is
also fitted with solar panels on its
roof, which Mr Gosden said would
provide up to 35 per cent of the
car's power, calculated from the
average amount of sunlight avail-
able in central Sydney.

The rest of the power would be
provided by overnight charging
from the electric mains, making
‘use of cheap off-peak rates, he
said.

The breakthrough has been an-
nounced as the world is contem-
plating the high cost and problems
of petrol supplies as well as the
damaging effect of car exhausts
jon citles.

Mr Gosden sald electric vehi-

les produced 20 per cent less car-

n dioxide, a large component of

causing the greenhouse effect,
an petrol-driven cars. He said
he carbon dioxide level would
rop as the cars became more
fficient and more power was
generated from renewable energy
Eaurces such as solar, wind and
ydro power.

Y Most of the world's big car man-
facturers are working on electric
wer and Mr Gosden hopes he
ill be able to develop hlis techne-
ogy with the assistance of an Aus-
allan car manufacturer.

General Motors recently

lnveiled its electric Impact,
which has a range of about 190

llometres and can cruise com-
fortably at 110 kmh.
The Federal Government's
epartment of Primary Indus-
ries and Energy and the Electric-
ty Commission of New South
Wales have provided $500,000
towards the building of two [ur-
fher prototypes of Mr Gosden's
vehicle which will be rigorously
tested as part of the Electricity
Commisslon's regular van fleet.

Mr Gosden estimates his van
would have a top speed of
00 kmh and a range of 150 kilo-

etres, but these could increase
ith further refinements,



AUTOMOTIVE SURPLUS PTY. LTD.

Incorporating Vanguard Co.
(formerly of Elizabeth Street, Melbourne)

New Old
Stock Parts
for Most Makes

MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, BODY RUBBERS, BAILEY CHANNEL, ACCESSORIES, ETC.
— HILLMAN, HUMBER, SUNBEAM, COMMER —
GM-H, FORD (SV. and O.HV.), CHRYSLER
AUSTIN, MORRIS, WOLSELEY, RILEY, MG
STANDARD, TRIUMPH, JAGUAR, DAIMLER

2 I, .
Yeterarn — (///zf(gye — Olassic — NModerrn
® _,//(){'y(’ stock (()/ loose /v'/(/y,s' arnd pistons

® Guskets made to- order

o //‘///)/( s Stock A()((/y///
“One Call Does It All”’

Phone (03) 873 3566 * 34 Thornton Crescent, Mitcham, Victoria 3132 ¢ Fax (03) 874 1485
Mail Orders Welcome ¢ Monday to Friday: 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. ® Saturday: 8.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon

\ *“Penrite Oil Co. P/L can supply a full range of the correct lubricants required for all veteran,
‘ ‘ vintage and classic machines. Products such as SAE 30, 40 and 50 engine oils, non additive
W N X s

gear oils of SAE 90:140 and 250 (600w), steering box lubricant, water pump grease, sleeve
valve oil. If you need advice on which is the right grade oil Penrite Oil to use then contact us

und-givc details of your car and we will provide a recommendation to you.”
For further information contact your local dealer
. g PENRITE OIL COMPANY pry LD

3 Cross Street, East Brunswick, Victoria 3056. Phone (03) 387 2633
13 Cressall Road, Balcatta, Western Australia 6021. Phone (09) 344 5052
40 \v 18 Lochlarney Street, Beenleigh, Queensland 4207. Phone (07) 807 2977
STR A\f 2/2 Elizabeth Street, Wetherill Park, New South Wales 2164. Phone (02) 725 1037

107 King William Street, Kent Town, South Australia 5067. Phone (08) 363 1688

STELLA & ARNOLD GOLDMAN

M. Suddlaby's Bookshop

OLD — NEW — USED BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
OVER 6000 TITLES IN STOCK

PENINSULA HOME AUTO SERVICE & TUNE

©' 789 6952

HUMBER SPECIALIST
29a MAIN STREET,

D.&D.Judd PO. Box 35 Frankston 3199 MORNINGTON, 5831 TEL:(059) 759233




The way prices are
these days, you would
feel it if something
happened to your classic
car. The cost of a quality
laid-up or full comprehensive
policy with Shannons can be
so low that risking no insurance just
doesn't add up.

Full Comprehensive Sample Premiums

AGREED PREMIUM
VALUE*  FROM**

1924 Chevrolet light truck $8,000 $75
1946 Austin 8 Saloon $5,000 $90
1913 Ford Model T $19,000 $90
1958 Customline Star Model $15,500 $145
1955 Bentley R Type $32,000 $225
1932 Ford Street Rod $35,000 $490

1970 Mercedes Benz 280SL $55,000 $650
1977 Jaguar XJC V12 Coupe $27,000 $755
1960 Aston Martin DB4 $165,000 $865
1971 Falcon GT HO Phase |l $45,000 $975
1986 Group A Commodore $27,000  $1190

Underwritten by GRE Insurance.

*Agreed value dependent on condition and inspection if required

**No restrictions on use, a further reduction of up to 25% applies for imited use
Premiums vary from state to state

Classic Car Insurance
that’s affordable.

Features:

® You keep the salvage up

to 1970 (modifieds up to

1960) e choice of repairer

® agreed value ® one
windscreen or window glass
replacement per year excess free
® personal effects cover ® Caiegory V
vehicles excess free @ $5,000,000 legal
liability ® prompt claims settlement
® Australia wide service centres.
For quality and value, call Shannons
for a free quote now.

®,

.%;(/J/'/(/y vehicles on Australian roads.

321 Warrigal Rd, Cheltenham, Vic., 3192

Fax: (03) 583 9475 Ph: (03) 584 7266
48 Sailors Bay Rd, Northbridge, N.SW., 2063

Fax: (02) 958 7841 Ph: (02) 958 7666
182 Brighton Rd, Somerton Park, S.A., 5044

Fax: (08) 294 9995 Ph: (08) 294 95000

Suite 1, 4 Canning Rd, Kalamunda, W.A., 6076

Fax: (09) 257 1289 Ph: (09) 257 1269
7 Colebrook Ave, Moorooka, Qld., 4105
Fax: (07) 892 4319 Ph: (07) 892 2776

Quality Auctions, Park & Sell, General & Life Insurance.





