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APRIL 26TH.

APRIL 28TH.

MAY 19TH.

•

MAY 26TH.

( SUNDAY)

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING AT DEEPDENE PARK HALL, WHITEHORSE

ROAD, DEEPDENE (MELWAY MAP 46 A7). A SPEAKER ON CAR TYRES

HAS BEEN ARRANGED. 8.00 PM START.

TRADING TABLE - BRING, BUY OR SELL (on commission).

CLUB DISPLAY AND PROMOTION DAY AT THE "ALL-MAKES" SWAP

MEET, FRESH CENTRE, FOOTSCRAY ROAD, FOOTSCRAY.

MELWAY MAP 42 J6. PRE-ARRANGED CARS FOR DISPLAY ENTER

VIA GATE 6. PLEASE BE THERE BY 9.00AM. VISITORS TO SWAP

HAVE FREE PARKING WITHIN FRESH CENTRE GROUNDS, ENTRY TO

SWAP MEET $2.00 PER ADULT.

SEE AD. VETERAN & VINTAGE SECTION IN SATURDAY'S AGE.

CLUB DAY AT THE BRIARS HOMESTEAD AND TOURIST CENTRE,

NEPEAN HIGHWAY, MORNINGTON. MELWAY MAP 145 Dl1.

WE WILL MEET 11.30AM AT THE INFORMATION CENTRE CAR

PARK AND ENTER AS A GROUP TO OBTAIN THE GROUP CONCESSION.

COST: $3.50 per adult OR $2.50 IF GROUP OF 15+

CONCESSION: $2.00 or $1.50 group.

CHILD: $1.00 5years and over.

LUNCH: BYO PICNIC OR BBQ LUNCH.

WHAT TO DO: HISTORIC HOMESTEAD, NATURE WALKS, BIRD HIDES,

FARM MACHINERY DISPLAY, A-V PROGRAM, VISITOR CENTRE ETC.

SEE MAP ON NEXT PAGE.

GENERAL MEETING AND FAMILY SOCIAL DAY AT THE CLUB-Roa-lS,

DEEPDEm: PARK. IT IS PLANNED TO HAVE SOME TECHNICAL

DEH:lNSTRATIONS AT THIS MEETING. MIDDAY FOR PICNIC LUNCH,

FORMAL MEETING AT 2. OOPM.

MAT 31 ST - JUNE 1ST. VIN'l'�-J;lRlVER 'S CLUB SWAP MEET SPECTACULAR AT THE

FLEMINGTON SHOhUROUNDS.

JUNE 8TH - 10TH. POSSIBLE LONG WEEKEND TRIP TO THE ECHUCA STEAM RALLY.

PLEASE NOTIFY PRESIDENT (435 6354) A.S.A.P. IF YOU ARE

INTERESTED •

• o'1JNE 16TH.

JUNE 28TH.

JULy (TBA)

JULy 26TH.

Atx;UST 4TH.

Atx;UST 25TH (SUN).

JOIm' CX1I'ING WITH i'AJLSELEY CAR CLUB TO THE HARRY-HAWKER

(l'«)()RABBIN) AIRPOR'i'. l1JRE DETAIUi LATER.

GENERAL MEETING AND SPEAKER. DEEPDENE HALL. 8 . OOPM.

M:lNTHLY CX1I'ING TO BE DECIDED.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL. 8 . OOPM.

SMORGASBORD LUNCHEON AT WESTERNPORT PUB, HASTINGS

FOlLa'IED BY A TECHNICAL AFTERNOON AT "THE KENNEDY'S",

�IN.

FAMILY SOCIAL DAY AND GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE HALL.

INCLUDING A LIBRARY AND VIDEO AFTERNOON •

........••••••...•••...••..... __ .. -_ .....

NATIONAL RALLY

BROKEN HILL, EASTER WEEKEND 1992
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THE HUMBER CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.

CLUB ADDRESS - 23 HIGH STREET. WATSONIA, 3087

COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

ME�BERSHIP SECRETARY

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

EVENTS DIRECTOR

LIBRARIAN

REGALIA

TECHNICAL ADVISORS

- Vogues

- Series V, VA S/Snipes

- HalJ<s

- �k Cars

- General Information

- Auto Electrical

�argaret Willimott

Bob Kennedy

Ian Foreman

8rian Parkinson

Graeme Finn

Barry Bosnich

Nancy Kennedy

lYliJ<e Dupla

Dave Oenner

Vic Wilson

R. Ounlop

A. Goldman

K. Willimott

B. Kennedy

B. Kenredy

1Yl. Fitchett

435 6354

789 5119

497 4231

(057) 83 1899

789 5119

390 2211

874 7016

478 9352

439 7059

( 059 ) 75 6807

435 6354

789 5119

789 5119

(054) 27 1217 (B/H)

(054) 27 1411 (A/H)

MARYBOROUGH MEMBER JOHN RISTROM'S SERIES 5 S/S AT HANGING ROCK

"ANOTHER LOST GIANT" (MORE INSIDE)



PRESIDENl" S REPORr APRIL, 1991

Keith and I have just returned fron the Autokhana at Balnarring where we participated ala>q with

other lll.Jnberers in a day of fun, friendship and fancy driving organised by the Sunbeam & Talbot

Club.

As I attend more and more of these inter-club activities I am cx:nvinced that this is the

the future - DOt enly for the survival of oor ""'" Hunber and Rootes Group cars but,

inp:>rtanUy, for the healthy centinuance of the older car rrovement as we l<IvJw it today.

way of

equally

With the worsening eccnanic situatien and its attendant decline in � car sales,

will undc>Jbted1y be looking to other means of creating increased revenue.

vulnerable than the pre-emissien oontzol. era vehicle?

manufacturers

What is more

one has cnly to read the notoring pages in the nedia these days to see where such a situatien my

lead. WE all l<IvJw oor cars are safe, sure, solid, reliable and can be less envircnmentally

threatening than a high turnover in llD1em vehicles !:ut to cenvinoe cur leaders of this may DOt

be so easy.

We all share the respcnsibility to belp preserve a viable rrovement. cars that are regularly •

serviced, clean and well maintained plus a strcng, united frent behind oor representative bodies

nust help to cenvinoe the PJblic and the politicians that the older vehicle deserves a place en

the roada as well as in the history of oor co.mtry. It is a problan to which we all need address

ourselves.

To end en a brighter DOte, I am very happy to report that after twelve m::nths of ocrrespcndence,

ocnstitutien adjustment, negotiatien and sheer persistence by past President Geoff wetb and oor

Treasurer Brian ParJd.IISa1, we are lXlW in the position of b:>ldinq a taxatien exanption for HCI:VI

A splendid effort and cengratulatio,", to both Geoff and Brian en a job well done.

Finally just a brief reninder, don't forget yoor subs renewal - respcnse this year has been

terrific and we hope for CHer 90' renewal rate by the end of May. To those who have decided to

leave USI thank 'JO' for yoor past support and my we wish 'JO' SIIDOth notoring in the future.

I'll loci< forward to greeting many of yOl at oor � IIIIOet:ln; en FRIDAY, APRIL 26TH.

Margaret.

******.*.*****•••****••*********.*.**************************.*******************.*************** •

1965 Vogue - manual, green, CCIIIP1ete, DOt runniIJ;J, many spares, will negotiate a price, car at

Tullarrarine.

Ccntact: Sim::n, Ph: 330 2194 (RK)

1966 Vogue - auto, 8mths rego, r.w.c., white, excellent cendition, car at Altona, $3,500 o.n.o.

Contact: Raffaele Grosso, Ph: 391 3629 (All), (RK).

s/Snipe - series 5, power steering, r.w.c., Oct '91 rego, $3,900.

Contact: Janaka Williams, Ph: 537 1008, (RK).

1963 Vogue - auto, white, Dec '91 rt!9', r.w.c., $1,700.

Contact: Janaka Williams, Ph: 537 1008, (RK).

Series 3 Snipe - unused for last 5 years, $1,200.

Contact: Brian Sladden, (053) 45 3059, Clunes.

series 3 Vogue - in pieces, car has rebuilt alloy head IIDtor, $250 o.n.o.

Contact: Murray Roberts, Ph: 729 2637, Bayswater.

***************************************.*.**********.*.*****************************************.



H.C •C •V. GE:IlERAL !I!I!'l'IH;

2= MMCll, 1991

•
Meetin; CCIlIIlI!nOOd at 8: l4!Jll•

•

lUOLOGIES: Keith Sparrow, Bob Kennedy, Allillal Bodyc:aIile, Ray WBbster, Sylvia Petersen,

Fred O'Shea •

NEW MEMBERS: Vie Wilson (It{ Ill, TiJIl Barley, WilUam Cox, Brad llunter.

NEW IItMlnmrTE: Theresa Forsnan ....s welCClllSd •

• Previoos Minutes llDI1ed by Geoff Webb, seconded Vie Willlal (It{ I).

a:1lRESPCH)EN:E: Ken watts (Launceston, Tasmania), Adelaide Underwood (letter of appreciation).

Newsletters & lIdvertising: Picneer Electronics, �ID ('Transmi.ssioo'), !lIJDber, lIi.llman 'Torque'

N.Z., Rover Small Torque, The Inverted Canner (Rootes C.C.), wallace Cheesery, Webster Bearing

Co, Pickles car Auctions, ACK: Newsletter, Daimler-Lanchester Club, The Flying 'A', MO

Newsflash, Walseley Hornet, CH1ICl\ Joornal•

• correspcndence llDI1ed by Fred Peiterson, seconded Mal Derbyshire •

•
TREl\SURm'S REPCRl': Treasurer presented a letter fn:rn the Taxation DeparlJnent stating that the

llCCV is exempt urxler the taxation clause. OUr thanks go to Brian Parki1'lSCX1 00 this l!'atter and

Geoff We!:i:l for their groundwork and negotiations.

EDrroRIAL REroRT: Nancy Kennedy distributed 223 newsletters this ltDlth. Barry requires Vogue

articles and specifications for plbUcatioo.

&X:IAL =<E'l2\RY'S REPORT: Root:es car Club Day was successful with six !lIJDbers in attendance.

Zephyr, ZCdi.ae car Club Day at Elaine was also a successful and enjoyable day with five HlJIlbers

attending. organisers of All Makes Swap Meet held at Footscray 00 28th .11 have requested ten

HlJIlbers for display 00 the day.

'IB:IlNICAI. REroRT: A discussioo with regards to 5erles 5 S/S broke pods was brooght up by lIi.ke

Dupla who experienced problEIIII� these pods. It was discovered they were available at

approxiJlately $45-$50 per set tebonded.

MEHBERSHIP REPORT: G:rahaIIl Pinn reported 00 MW _rs. WslCCIIIS to Sharon Russell, P.J.

Ristrom, Grant Passons and Rev. !an '1'I1aDas •

• PARTS WAmEll: 1) Rear seat for 5erles 2 Vogue (colour/grey). Cootact!an Wilde 00 725 9897.

2) Bill Ho1n"es wants signs lIIlde up far this year's Coocoors.

Meeting closed at 9: lO!Jll

_re viewed an early sixties Root:es GrOlp film on the history of lIi.llman, !lIJDber, sunbeam and

Singer. Thanks go to Nancy Butt for suWly:lng same.

!an Forsnan.

********.*.******.************************************.*.**.**.*.*************••••*************.*

NEWSFlASH: -

HlIIlher adds three new "stork" nz:dels - a big welCCIIIS to our three newest "HlIIlherettes" •

• A baby son (Matthew) 00 March 31st to Gary & Dianne cavies of BallaBt.

• A baby daughter (Theresa) to !an, !lichelle & Alexander Foreman.

• A baby llal (Conor Janes) to Janet (Willimot:t) and Dcminie Fagarty.

Ccngratulations to all parents, "big" brothers and grandparents 1

***************************************************************************************.**.******



&lCIAL NEWS & OOlES

Hunbers have beSl moving in all directions this m:mth. We were represented at:-

* '!he K=-Wee-Rup Potato Festival (Ra> Forth's Series IV l\mbulance).

* The Gee100q Swap am Vintage Rally (Vie Wilson. Grant & Rose Busch, Kevin Megee, Bill & Jean

!lollies, Ra> Forth & Family).

* Elaine Cavalcade of Cars (Bill & Jean Bellies, Keith & Margaret Willinott, Kevin Megee. ran &

Michelle Foreman with Alexander am baby Theresa. Bob Bruce & Joyce, Gary Davies and Ben.

Mike Dupla, Jce Aldam in his M< IV Snips and new member Brad Hunter.

* Rootes Autokhana (Ra> Forth am l\mbulance - just in case of casualties, Fred & Sylvia

Peiterson. Keith & Margaret WilliJrott.

Hunbers in this event ,roved stable. steady and surprisinqly spsedy (well. alloost, and they did

improve with each run!!). Winner of the Autokhana was Colin Gunn in a Hillman with a Sunbeam

Rapier and Fiat 123 taking minor places. Fred Peiterson with the Series V lIumber took aJt the

"Pumpkin Prize" am Sylvia is thinking of writing a pumpkin coo_!!

<nmIi EVENl'S:

•HlI!BER DISPLAY l\NI) POCM)TIOO - we will have ten vehicles fran aJr club joining the display at the

All Makes swap Meet 00 Sunday April 28th. This is at the Fresh centre, Footscray Road, Footscray

(see Calendar Page for detsils). Everyone is welc:ane and oars 00 display receive a free daJble

pass but shOlld be in positioo for display by 9:00am.

BRIARS lD!ESTEAD - This will be a leisurely visit to !t:>rningtoo for a BBQ picnic lunch and a look

at the lovely Briars' buildinga am gardens. our secretary. Ian, works in this area am I am

sure has a very interesting day planned for us. Meet at the IlaDestead at 11: 30am - midday. See

furtber details elsewhere in the Hunberette.

*****.*•••••••••••**••••******.**••••••••********.****••••••**•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

KEN!lEDY' S KLAIG!:RS

Anotiler month slips "'-lay am I ask yoo.. have YaJ beSl thinking about entering yaJr vehicle in the

Ccncours later in the year? Give it a go please. add sane oolour to the event.

Y00. shaJld be starting to plan ycur attack now - What has to be done? How do I do it? WOO can •
advise rre? How high do I aim? '!hese are sane of things YaJ aust thinq of now.

It is no use waiting until just before the event am thSl deciding to run out am carry out a

five minute clean up and expect to carry off a ,rize. Believe rre, it doesn't work that way at

all. If yaJ decide to toud1 up parts with psint rEIIIeIlIber two things, don't use an 8 inch paint

brush to taJch up with and ally paint it if it � painted when first built. !bre on this rratter

at a later date.

I rrentioned the trading table in I'!f last rantings am ravings. I again nmind YaJ that we are in

need of itE!Ill 00 natter what they are. So please keep the itEll& caning. one member told rre it

wo.lld save him a trip to the tip. Perhaps the same applies to YaJ' so dig oo.t all those unwanted

itEll& - but please, 00 husbarDs or kids. They make too much of a mess en the table am they keep

changing their ,rice tags 11

By the tirre YaJ get this newsletter. Nancy and I will b>pefully be up at Bright. At this tirre of

the year it's a picture and if all goes well we hops to call into see a few members residing up

that way. Do I hear thundenJUS chants of ID, ID, ID? I Can't help bad luck can YaJ?

Well SlOUgh from rre at this stage am I lock forward to seeing yaJ at the next rreeting.

Bob Kennedy.

***********************************************.*****.*.*****************************************
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FAULT FINDER Cure fora juddering brake ARNOLO GOLDMAN

Symptom

Pulsing or vibration ofrhe foot

pedal when braking

Cause

Distorted, worn or cracked

brake discs and/or drums

Remedy

Replace defective discs or drums

.

Depressing the brake pedal of a moving car should

cause smooth, progressive slowing. If slowing down

is accompanied by a pulsating, vibrating effect felt

through the brake pedal it is a clear signal that there

is a fault in the braking system to which urgent

attention should be given.

Such trouble usually indicates that one or more of rhe

brake discs or drums has distorted, become worn or, in

some rare instances, cracked. The pulsating movement can

be felt because the brake pads or shoes pick up vibration

from a distorted drum or disc and transmit it via the

hydraulic sysrem to the foot pedal. As the brake fluid

in the wheel cylinder reservoirs can absorb minor vibrations

without transmitting them any further, vibrations that

reach the pedal often indicate a serious fault.

Other associated signs of a brake fault include the car's

pulling to one side; steering wheel 'twitch'; and a kind of

on-off grabbing effect when the brakes are applied. But

these symptoms afe not necessarily such an accurate

indicator of a brake fault, as they may also be caused by

\vorn wheel bearings and steering joints, front tyre im­

balance or loose rear axle mounts ..

Distortion and heavy wear almost invariably arises from

the heat stress to which the brakes are subjected. Most

discs and drums are made from cast iron, which is a good

heat conductor, whereas pads and shoes contain asbestos,

which is a poor heat conductor. So, in a drum brake, a high

percentage of the heat generated through friction flows

into the drum. In a disc brake, the heat flow can be even

higher, depending on the pad contact arc.

This heat build-up usually dissipates quickly as the

designers intended, without any damaging effects. But if

a vehicle is subjected to- prolonged heavy braking, ab­

normally high temperatures wiU occur, Even under normal

road conditions the repeated heating and cooling of the

brakes may lead to eventual distortion, particularly if the

brakes are already well worn.

About two-thirds of the braking force is taken on the

front brakes. This is one of the reasons why discs, with

their superior cooling capabilities, are employed at the

front of most modern cars, even when drums are used at

the back.

Even front discs are sometimes unable to get rid of

generated heat fast enough, although they are designed to

operate at higher temperatures than either rear discs or

drums.

Since front brakes are more susceptible to juddering

than rear brakes are, and there is no way-short of dis­

mantling the brakes-of telling ftom which end of the car

the trouble is originating, the first stage in dealing with

the problem is to tackle the front brakes.

If the front brakes are serviceable, the next stage is to

check the rear brakes.

Whichever end of the car you are dealing with, brakes

should always be serviced in pairs. If one rear drum has to

be replaced, for example, the other rear drum must be

replaced too, or your braking could be dangerously out

of balance.

•

Better judgement is needed by the modem driver, says Dr Max Lay,

Director-Technical Resources at the ReA

Drivers today don't seem to realise that it.s not a lack of

car control skills that causes most accidents. the main

culprit is actually the flaws in their drivingjudgements.

Attitudes of drivers and their ability to qUickly and accu­

rately assess traffic conditions have become the most impor­

tant factors in driving on our modern roads systems.

This is a pronounced swing away from the early days of

motoring when the abilities to control and direct the vehIcle

were all-important. But all too often. we have not learned to

put enough emphasIs on what is now the most essential

element in safe driVing - judgement.

I believe we give too much emphasis to framing. enforcing,

and teaching negative or prohibItive traffic laws �nd regula­
tions. This drenches drivers with repressive attitudes.

it is as if we believe there are Just two purposes for driving:

to avoid being caughl breaklng the law. with Its sulTeringand

punishment; and to avoid having an accident and suffering

serious personal loss.

Perhaps it's time that we recognised that the real reason

rnosl of us drive is to get from where we are to where we want

to be. and todo itas expeditiously as possible - trying la mini­

mise eur travel time within the constraints of the law, while

•preserving our safety and security. and keepIng down our

stress levels. For a few. it seems that driving Is an opportu­

nity for personal display.

The modern traffic system reqUires positive driving from

motorists to enable them to use the roads more efficiently. To

do this. drivers and educators clearly need to be taught more

about how the traffic system functions. particularly signals

and Signs. New drivers have a number of skills to learn. but

the key areas of strategic driving. positive responses and

correct risk assessments seem. to be underplayed at the

moment. So. traffic laws and theIr enforcement should be

directed more towards Improving both safely and traffic

efficlency.

There would appear then to be a strong need for better liaison

between driver educators. police, traffic engineers. research�

ers and the drivers themselves.

We should all realise that controlling a modem car is

relalivelyeasy. Much ofwhat currently passes for driver edu­

cation is no more than instruction in simple skills to control

the vehicle. We become better drivers with practice. gradu­

ally building our ret1ex skills and Judgement. As novice

drivers we will make errors that won't be repeated so often as

we gain driving experience.



The Basics

The basics of poslllve drlvlng are the

keys to using the crush and bustle ofa

big.city tmffic system. They can be

• shown In ten areas:

I. To drive strategically, detecllng

• opportunllles and h"".ards as early
as possible, with trouble being

avoided by planning rather than by

reaction.

2. Regularly scanning all parts of the

• visual field.

3. Assessing the traffic condlllonsand

risks.

4. Driving according to the prevailing

conditions. not according to habit.

5. By not driving when alcohol. drugs,

fatigue, stress. aggression or illness

are likely to impair yourjudgement

or ability.

6. Driving as an exercise in CO�

operation rather than competition.

7. Being aware of the gaps and head

-ways that drivers are adopting.

8. When entering. travelling. or

• leaVing a traffic lane, maintain the

same speed as the other drivers.

Wherever possible, accelerating or

decelerallng outside the lane.

9. Keeping to the left, both when

travelling slraight ahead or when

turning left.

10. And, by improving yourjudgement

oftrnmc movements by understand­

ing the workings of the traffic

system.

\'"

Positive Driving

"Any driver is just one part of an

interactive traffic system."

1bese sldlls andJudgement techniques

ofstrategic drlvlng and assessing risks

should be taught In a structured

manner to new drivers. At present.

they learn risk assessment mainly

through 'fortunate' near misses and

minor accidents. a very chancy basis

for such an Important maller.

The crucial aspects that Inexperienced

drivers need to pick up as quickly as

possible are:

beller scanning of Ihe visual field

for relevant cues,

beller judgement of the speed of

other vehicles,

better assessment ofavailable gaps.

more practice at making quick.

accurate decisions on the roads.

a downgrading of their opinions of

their own capabilities.

Over a period of time, these Items can

be taught; alded, perhaps, by a system

of graduated licensing to Introduce

drivers to more complex sUualions.

For example. new drivers could start

with being allowed to drive only In

daylighl hours wllh an expelienced

companion.

� .meaccidents are chance events, but

as many as 90 percent are errors of

human judgement. often in quite

demanding situalions. 'Illese errors

relate to perception. decision. and re­

sponse. So our efforts to reduce acci­

dents should be directed strongly at:

enhancing driver judgement by

training in risk-assessment and by

publicising the relative dangers of

various driving manoeuvres.

reducing the need (0 rely on IIwt

judgement by Increasing the

abililies of strategic driving and by

designing safer intersections.

removing the factors (hat diminish

that judgement, su('h as akohoI.

drugs. fati�ue. stress. and

aggression.

replacing compellveness with

driving co-operation.

and. education on how I ht' road

system functions.

People onen advocate as an accident

countermeasure that drivers should

be taught how to drive out of a sldd.

'ibe betier tacllc Is to teach them how

to avoid getting Into a skid, 'Ibis Is not

to suggest a return to the worst as­

pects of negative driving instruction

but a plea for a positive approach to

avoid problem sit uations. It would. for

Instance. involve makingdrivers aware

that different speeds are appropriate

In different circumstances rather than

the wide-spread mentality ofa blanket

approach 10 all violations of speed

limits,

Driver Courtesy

Any driver is Just one part of an inler­

active IraJlk system. 'llle ability to

sense that interaction and to co-oper­

ate with other drivers is what posHivc

driving is all about. Courtcsy is a good

Indtcation of the co-operation we need.

but we still need judgement. For ex­

ample. it shouldn't mean holdln� up a

stream of vehicles behind you to give

way toa solHary caron your left, While

aggression and competition are corH­

mon factors of our modern society.

drivers with these traits have no place

on our mocknl roads.

Motorbts are sometimes confused by

what they think is inconslstcnry at

intersections, SomctiInes. for inslalH't••

Ihey get a green arrow and sometimes

they don't. It needs to be explailled

that till' computer often makes a gn'('TI

;lITOW decision based Oil how many

cars are waiting to turn, cOllllKlred to

how Illany are travelling straight

t il nJllgh. If you are 011<.' or only a few,

yOll llIay wl'lI he d is(' ri III illa It'd agaillsl.

, "

nOADS 7



11le computer is not being Inconsis­

tent and It Isn't difficult to explain Its

logic to drtvers. But do we try?

A knowledge of the average length of

time for a Ilreen slllnal (perhaps 30 lo

50 seconds on a major approach road)

would help driversJudge whe\her trying

to achieve that distant green Is worth

incorporating Into their drtvlnll strat­

egy.

A Similar issue occurs when the sig­

nals are Itnked together by some fonn

ofarea-wide control system. The driver

gets most benefit from these systems

when driving as part ofa platoon - that

is. a tlght group of cars movlnllln the

peak traffic direcUon - because then

the computer is able to pro�ress the

platoon with a green light at each

intersection. This doesn't work when

the platoon fragment5, which call be

caused b)i!ustone person drivtng below

traffic speeds or with an excesstve

tlt"adway.

Negative drivillg attitudes can lead

drivers to believe that (hey are helping

road safety by lhis type of behaviour.

but by creating variations Utey are

actually hannlnll the lraffic efficiency,

Plalooning makes it much easier for

other vehicles and pedestrians to cross

a road. Ofcourse, any over-reaction to

.safe followingdistancc. works against

pbtOOllillg.

InCidentatly. in promoting area traffic

control. we onen don't tell drivers Ihat,

if they are"fbovlnll allalnst or across the
traffic now, they JIlay well be worse off

than If there was no computer linking..

Traffic s1glj& can oflen be the cause of

major communications gaps between

the players In Ihe traffic system,

••�," ....... ,. , -, ... -"<,

F�r example, there Is a wide-spread.
but totally unsupported belief. par­

ticularly In local government. that any

traffic problem can be solved by an­

other Sign, Unfortunalely. the very

people at whom signs are directed are

the last 10 read them. In fact. a prolif­

eration ofstgns normally exaggerates a

hazard,

Positive Driving

"The very people who signs are

directed at, are the last to read them:'
•

SCreening Drivers

It Is sometimes argued that dangerous

drivers should be detected by a screen­

1nl-! process and banned from the fO.'ld.

But even drivcrs In high-accident cate�

gortes (in order. young drtnking-males.

young males, males) have a low acci­

dent rtsk. Most of these relallvely Iisky

young males are not going to have a

serious accident anyway.

Due to low accident rtsk, the concept of

accident proneness has no relevance

in road safety_ This Is because many

people who would qualifY as accldent­

prone would not actually have an acci­

dent.

Screening dJivers by the use of physi­

caltests. parllcularly eye tests. is also

often argued. But relatively few acci­

dents arc caused hy people lacking the

abilily to see - those with de fee live

vlslon either wear correc\IVe lenses or

tend 10 avoid dan�erous situations. In­

deed. m;HlY aCCidents involvt� �Iookcd,

IJIII didn't Sl'l'-; thilt is. the lIlotorbt

saw the sHuation but the proper im­

pact wasn't m;lde on his perception.

Once again. ourargument moves away

frolll the physical attributes of the

drivtr towards his judgement. alti­

t udcs. and experience.

Overtaking Attitudes

Overtaking. particularly on country

ro..,ds, Is so dimcult for most of LIS that

we leave ourselves lar�e margins for

error. Nevertheless. rcsearch shows

that in one out or twenty ovcrtakin�s.

one of the dlivers had to do a lasl

instant evasive action to avoid a colli­

sion.

The slllr13l1ing bydlivers forovertaklnll

(and the stgns. provided by our engi­

neers. for overtaking condltlons) falls

well short ofwhat should be done, Why

do Australians generally take such an

aggressive. certainly unheIPfUI.•.

look towards dliVersattempllng to .

whereas in countries such as Scandi­

navia. it is routine to make things

easier for (he overtaking driver?

Another situation that can readily

o��crtax a dliver's concentration is al a
complex Intersection.

Onc rarlkubr1yrliHkult. 1 h:11 is risky.

ill It' rsc(" tin 11 Ill; Illot:tlVrC for ilia J I)' d I' iv.

er� is doing a right turn from Cl local

street onto an undivided road. '111is

difficult multl.task process is shown.

by aCCident statistics. to be messed up

all too often,

•Caught in the act. a red light camera captures this accident at a Melbourne intersection.

I
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To improve the expertise ofnovice driv­

ers. and Ihe safely on Ihe roads of Ihe

experleneed drtvers. \here would seem

10 be greal polenllal In pUltlng novice

drivers into driving slmulalors 10 en­

courage lhem to 'read' the road scene.

Many amusemenl arcades and PCs

, now have qulle good driVing slmula­
lors. bul do we use Ihem conslruc-

• lively?

In our calvinistic approach to driving

we lend to concentrate on such as­

peels as keeping al a safe distance

from other cars and traveJlin� at a

speed that will permit us to stop when

Ame Ihreatenlng object appears. Wit h

�ltlve driving. we learn. quite dilTer­
ently. (0 see Ihe object as early as

possible and to drive around iI - con­

centralln�on advance planning. steer­

in�. reduced or zero acceleration. while

maintaining full vehicle conlrol. E�k­

Ing Is only a Onal. Incidental. and

perhaps unnecessary part oflhis slral­

egy.

Give It a break!

Making drIvers believe thal brakes are

Ihelr major safety tool has led 10 an

over-use of braking. But a car being

braked Is largely out of control and in

the extreme will skid. The driver has

less options to control the vehicle. and

is wasting fuel when he again has to

accelerate. A very J.!ood driver has a

•matkallY reduced use of brakes.

fesslonal tnl(�k drivers on inter­

state trips were shown by a recenl

J\HRU study 10 tOllch their brakes only

once every thr('e kilomdres or so.

Similarly. the Ix'sl way 10 IIwrge.' wilh

ulher traffic is 10 be travelling at (he.'

saml' speed. Jusl like.' Jlllllplng from

Positive Driving

. "The best way to merge with other traffic

is to be travelling at the same speed."

Then al traffic signals a slmllardrivlnl-!

mentality leads 10 the bulk of drivers

queuing In the centre lane. blocking

others from entering Ihe I1ghl h,m

slot.

A related sUuation sees drivers fallin�

10 properly use the lurnlng lanes. We

place great store on Ielllng motorlsls

aboul regulatlons likely to ,'atch th"1II

forspeedlngordrlnk-drlvtng. butlltllc

or nane on ways to improve tram(� now.

This Inefficient behaViour at siJ,(nals

and intersections shows jusl how

Widespread Is ollr failure 10 cdll{":lte

our drivers properly.

F"cwdrivcrs even know the lawon whtll

to do when they arc.- eonfronlcd wilh a

yellow light. And Ihose who once did

know have had sudllcar put into tl1l'111

by the publidty 011 -rcd-li�ht cameras.

thallhey no longer have ("onfid("KC ill

thal knowledge.

What should yOll do when the ydlow

comes on at Ihat {"rHI{".lI dlslance?The.�

('0Il11110nSCnSC thing - the one the Iraf­

J1<' engineers use - is tu hrake ifyou an­

able 10 slop wil hout e.'IIIe.�rillg Ihe.� inter

section. If you nm'l hrake safely. keep

going across the lllll'rsedioll.

Oon'( be alarnwd if you sce the n'd

light before yOll ele.'ar the crossing. '111l'

Irame enJ.!lnce.'r will have left the light

scqucnc'c on all-n�d for long enOlI�h 10

�ive yOll safe p..,ssa�c, U

one speeding lraln to another In the

movies - It Is an easy stunllrthe lralns

are going In lhe same direction al the

same speed.

Hut If our driver follows Ihe fearful

philosophy of defensively slOWing. so

he can check that everything Is tn

order before he merges. the difference

becomes grealer In the relative speeds

between himselfand the Imffic stream

he wishes to enler. His lask becomes

much more difficult and dangerous In

terms of physics. space available.

vehicle performance and humanJudge­

ment.

Another major traffic ineffiden(�y is

caused by Ihe poor lane discipline of

Austmlians (Dmp.."1red 10 what is e.�x.

peeled uf drivers on US fn�eways rind

European IllololWays.

Drivers on I hose systems expect you to

keep in your kme. adopt the prevailin�

tramc speed. signal any lane chan�es

In advanc'e and keep away from the

centre lane unless you are lravellingat

high speed. Australians seem to be­

lieve that the slowest drivers should

use the lane oul by the median strip.

evell I hOIl�h in 1110st slales thal's lIle­

g.ll,

•

Humber specifications

Humher Hawk produced 1945-'" (pre- ..... ar hody

�I�-k :md l'nt-:inl'l'lin�--�lyk hr ... 1 "'lTn in 11)37)

Tcchnical dl....nipl ion: Till' AllId. ,n. 3.H-45

EIl/-:lm:: 4-l.yl. 7" • IIOllllll, I\J.I.ltC, �idt' \"Uh'l..... <:R

tl,4: I, Slromll("q.� ('a rh, 5hhhp al VoIoorpm .•

.\1aximum l1'I'!IIl: 'nIb h;1I 20001 pm.

Tr;lIl ...mi�... itln Axk r:�t1o 471'01 I On'rall ralio!. 4.7H•

7.12,11.1'011, 17.{/}, H'\Tr"'l'll.7<" I. 16.4mph looorpm

1Il 101' �l":1I

Su!.pension :lIld hrakn': If!., Iran!'>\"l'r�e leaf spnng,.

wishbom' upper link. k\"l"r arm dampcr�; li\'l' rl'ar

axle, half-e1liplic k�f!'>pring�, anli-roll bar.ll""l'r arm

dampers" 'X'(lrm and nul sleering, roin-dianll'll'r drum

hrakcs fronl and reM. 5_75-16io tyres.

Dimensiom: \'Chedha�l' 9ft 6in; front tral'k 41'1 7 .Hill;

r(:ar tr:tck 4f1 Hin. I,en�th I4fl loin; Wldlh 511 l,Illl:

hl.ighl Sft ,in. l'nhllil"ll \\"l"i�hl 21)7olh.

Performallll" !'I'l lro-Ied ill ,hi ... �ul"'e

Prin'. [(,r.� 1Il IlJ�<" I �"Il" All Pllll'� 11/, Itd,

Pun haw Ta;.;



Humber Hawk Mk II-produeed 1947-48

Technical d('scription: The Autocar, 26.9.47

Specification as for Mk 11, except for new gearbox,

also wilh synchromesh on lOp, third and second as

before, and with same ratios.

Overall length now quoted as 15ft oin, and height as

SrI sin, but with no apparent styling changes.

PerformaltCe: (Tht AUlocar, 26.9.47)

Price: £889 in 1947

(Note: From September 1955, an eslale car derivative

.....as made 3\'ailable. Specification was as fo'( the saloon

except for:

Engine power now quoted as 7Sbhp at 4000rpm

(shared ..... ith saloon).

Tyres 6.oo-ls-in. Unladen weight 33601b.

Price: £1255 in 1955)

Humber Hawk-produced 1957-59

Technical description: The Alllocar, 31.5.57

Engine: 4-cyl, 81)( I Iomm, 2267CC, overhead vah'es,

eR '.5: I, Zenith eacb,'73bhp (net) at 44oorpm.

Maximum torque l20lb ft at 2300rpm.

Transmission: Manual, axle ratio 4.22: I, overall

ratios 4.22, 6.30,10.43,13.46, reverse 1]'.04. Optional

overdrive, axle ratio 4.56: I, o\'erall ratios (3.54(, 4.56,

6.79,11.26,14.52, reverse 18.39. Optional automatic,
axle ratio 4.22: I, overall ratios 4.22, 6.06, 9.79, reverse

8.48: .. 18.32mph/looorpm in top gear (manual and

automatic), 21.8mph.rlooorpm in overdrive top gear.

Suspension: Ifs, coil springs, wishbones, anti-roll bar,

telescopic dampers; live rear axle, half-e11iptic leaf

springs, telescopic dampers. Recirculating ban

steering. 1 I in-diameter front drum brakes, loin­

diameter rear drum brakes. 6.00-15 or 6.40-15in

tyres on 4.5in rims.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 9ft 2io; front track 4ft 8in;

rear track 4ft 7.5in. Overall length 15ft 4.7in; width

sft 9.5in; height 5ft;,' lin. Unladen weight 308olb.

Performance: (The AUlocar, 28.6.57) Maximum speed

83mph. O-60mph 2o.6sec. Standing! -mile 2 I .8sec.

Typical fuel consumption about 25mpg.

Price: £1261 in 1957

(Note: An estate car derivative was introduced in

October 1957, with only minor mechanical differences.)

Price: £1464 in 1957

Hawk Series IJ\,-produced 1959-60

Technical description: The AUlQcar, 16.10.59

Same 'basic mechanical specification except for:

Transmission: Overall ratios (manual) 4.22, 5.88, 9.04,

14.13, reverse 17.90. (Overdrive) (3.54), 4.55, 6.34,

9.75,15.24, reverse 19.31: 1.

Price: £1191 (saloon) in 1959

£J411 (estate) in 1959

Hawk Series I1-produced 1960-62

Technical description: The AII1(lcar, I4.lp.60

Same basic specification as Series lA exctpl for:

Tra�smission: Automatic transmission no longer

available.

Suspension and brakes: 1 1.6in front disc braKes, I I in

rear drums.

Price: £1241 (saloon) in 196"0
£1460 (estate) in 1960

Humber Hawk Ill-produced 1948-50

Technical description: The AUlocar, 15.10.48

Engine: 4-cyl. 7S x IIOInm, 1944CC, side-valves, CR

6.4: I, Stromberg earb, 56bhp at 38oorpm. Maximum

torque 971b ft at 2ooorpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.55: I. Overall ratios 4.55.

6.78,11.24,16.14. reverse 21.62: I. 16.3mph/looorpm

in top gear.

Suspension and brakes: Ifs, coil springs, wishbones
and lever-arm dampers; live rear axle, half-eJliptic leaf

springs, anti-roll bar, lever arm dampers.,'X'orm and

nut sreering. 9in diameter drum brakes, front and

rear. S.50-15in tyres.

Dimensions: \X'heelbase 8ft 9.sinj front track 4ft 8in;

rear track 4ft 9in. Overall length 14ft 6in; width
Sft loin; height sft 4io. Unladen weignt 27s01b.

Performance: (The AUlocar, 15.7.49) l\1.aximum speed

72mph. 0-60mph 34.4sec. Typical fuel consumption

24 to 27mpg.

Price: !799 in 1948.

Humber Hawk IV-produced 1950-52

Technical description: The AUlocar, 25.8.50

•
Specification as for 1948-50 Hawk III except for:

Engine: 81 x J lomm, 2267CC, side-valves, CR 6.3: I,

58bhp at 34oorpm. Maximum torque Jlolb ft at

18oorpm.

Transmission: 17.omph!looorpm in top gear.

Suspension and brakes: 6.40-151n tyres.

Performance: (The AUlOcar, 29.12.50) Maximum

speed 70mph. 0-60mph 30Asec. Typical fuel

consumption 21-23mpg. '

Humber Hawk V-produced 1952-54

Technical description: The AUlocar, �6.9.52

Specification as for 1950-52 Hawk IV except for:

Transmission: Overall ratios 4.55, 6.78,11.24,14-50,

reverse 18.37: J.

Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £1129 in 1952

Humber Hawk VI-produced 1954-57

Technical description: The Autocar, 11.6.54

Specification as for 1952-54 Hawk V except for:

Engine: Overhead valves, eR 7.0: I. 70bhp at

4ooorpm. Maximum torque 1 I91b fr at 2200rpm.

Suspension and brakes: 4.5in wheel rims_ Anti-roll bar

to front suspension. No anti-roll bar at rear. loin

drum brakes all round.

Din;ensions: Length now quoted 3S 15ft 1.5in

(withoul signi.ficanl sheet metal changes). Unladen

weight 31 Iolb.

Options: (for expon) 4_22: I axle ralio. Overall ratios

4.22,6.3°,10.43,13.45, reverse '7.04: I.

Optional Laycock dc Normanville overdrivc Wilh

4.55: I axle ralio, giving overdrive top gear ratio of

3.54: I. 21.8mph/ looorpm in overdrive top gear.

Performance: (The AUfo.ar, 13.8.54) Maximum speed

80mph in overdrive, 76mph in direct top gear.

o-60mph 23_Asec. Standing J-mile 22.5sec. Typical

fuel consumption ahout 22 to 3Jmpg.

Pric<,': L l)H6 in 1954

Hawk Series Ill-produced 1962-64

Technical description: The A 1I1(J((lr, 14 .9.62

Same basic spcciflcation as for Series 11. Changcs

entirely co�mcti<.... ,

Price: £ 1204 (s;l!oon) in 1')62

£1417 (c�t:lt<,.) in 11)6.1

Hawk Series IV-produced 1964-67

Tel:hnft.:al description: The Alllll((/I", 23.10.64

Same hasic spc-cification as for Series Ill, except fllr:

Suspemion: Rear a11li-roll har, saloon version only.

Transmission: All-synchromesh gc-arhux. overall

ralios4.22, 5.88, 9.04,14.16, rcvcn.e 15.07: I.

Opt ional overdrive, rat io 3. 2H : I. IS. I III I'll IOOOrpll1 in

top �ear, 2.�_3mph looorprn in \In'rdri\-c lOp gear.

Performance: :\'01 t('stcJ in tlw. gui�t'

Price: L 1095 (!o>a!oon) in 1964

{,1)61 !e!o>I<IIc) ill 196.1

,
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Humber Snipe-produced 1945-4.8

Technical description: Th!: A"t(l(or, 3.8.45

Same ChlSSis, suspension, and bodysheJl as r;r
1945-48 Hawk, except for:

Engine: 6-cyl, 69.5 x 12omm, 2731CC, side val\'es;

eR 6.4: " Slromberg carb, 6Sbhp at 3Soorpm.

M.aximum torque 120lb ft at 1300rpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.67: I. Overall ratios 4.67,

6.82,11.58,18.35, reverse 18.35: I. 17.1mph/Iooorpm

in lOp gear.

Suspension and brakes: I J in-diameter drum brakes

front and rear. 6.oo-J6-in I)'res. Unladen weight

3330Ib.
Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £863 in 1945

•

Humber Super Snipe-produced 1945-48

Technical description: The AUlocar, 3.8.45

Same chassis, suspension, and bodyshell as for

1945-48 Hawk, except for:

Engine: 6-cyl, 85 )( 12omm, 4086cc, side ,'alvcs, eR

6.3: I, Stromberg carb, loobhp at 34oorp�.

Maximum torque 1971b ft at l2oorpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.09: I. O\'erall ratios 4.09,

�'99,. 10.14, 16.07, .reverse.16.o�: I. 19.7mph/IOOOlJlm \
In top gear.."" . 7 '. t .'-
Suspension and brakes: 1 lin drum brakes at front andl
rear. 6.oo-16in tyres. Unladen weight 3360lb.

Performancc: (The Aurocar, 13.12.46) Maximum

speed 'over 7Smph', 0-60mph 24.ssec. Typical fuel

consumption IS-17mpg.

Price: £889 in 1945

•

•

- ,

H\lmber Super Snipe II-produced 1948-50

Technical description: The Aut(lcar, 17.9.48

Same basic chassis, suspension, running gear and

bodyshell as 1945-48 model, except for- slightly

lengthened wheelbase, wider tracks and body width,

and restyled nose:

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.09: J. Overall ratios 4.09,

5.89.9.59, 15.95, reverse 16.91: J. 20.25mph/looorpm

in top gear_.

Suspension and brakes: 12in drum brakes at front and

rear. 6.50-16in lyres. Unladen weight 369Slb.

Dimensions: \'('heelbase 9fr 9.sin; front nack 4ft

9.9in; rear nack 5ft lin. Length 15ft 7.SiQi width

6ft 2.sin; height 5ft 5.7in.

Performance: (Thl! Aurocar, 23.5.49) f,,1aximum speed

8omph. o-6omph 22.7sec. Typical fuel consumption

14-18mpg.

Price: £ 1 144 in 194R

Humber Super Snipe Ill-produced 1950-52

Technical dc:-cription: Tht' Allltlcar, 25.8.50

Same ha�ic specification a ... for 1 94H-50 model

exccpt for:

Suspen�ion and hrake... : Rear suspension n"ow has

Panhard rod linkage. Overall length now quoted as

15ft 10.7in, Unladen \\'ciRllI 37451h.

Price: £ I 144 in I CJ50

£1240 in 1950 for 'Touring' limousine

derivative

Replaced in OCloh(,.'r ItJS2 hy nc\\' chassi!libody de�ign

aJlic:d to 194H \'arit'ly Ill" Humber Hawk,

Staning wilh the Ilumher Hawk announced in

OClOher 194H, Ru(l!(.... ll"ohc:..'rcd in a new rangc of

HUlT1hl'r�. All 1(/4H-'i7 Ibwk�, and all1952-SR SUpt'l

Snipes were based on the !>amc basic chassis la)'o\11

and pressed-body style, though Ihere were significant

differences in wh«lbase, and in front and rear body

sheet metal.

Humber Pullman-produced J94S-48

Technical description: Tht' AUlocar, 3.8.45

Same basic chassis and mechanic.1 layout as Hawk!

Snipe/Super Snipe range, but with Thrupp &

Maberly bodyshell, and following details:

Engine :..As Super Snipe.

Transmission: As 1945-48 Super Snipe, except

20.2mphllooorpm in top gear.

Suspension and brakes: 12in-diameter drum brakes

front and rear. 6.50-16in tyres.

Dimensions: Wheelbase loft 7.Sin; front track

4ft 7.Bin; rear track Sft lin. Overall length 16ft 6in;

width 6ft lin; height sft loin. Unladen weight 4005Ib.

Performance: Not lested in this guise.

Price: £IS98 in 1945

Humper Pullman II-produced 1948-53

Technical description: The AUlOcar, 28.5.48

Specification as for t945-48 PuJlman except for

considerable styling changes and revised chassis as for

Super Snipe 11 :

Suspension: 7.oo-16in tyres.

Dimensions: \l:'heelbase loft I lin; front track 4ft loinj

rear track sf.l 2in. Overall length 17ft 6.5in; width

6fl ,.sin; heighl Sft 9in. Unladen weight 446Slb.

Perform�ce: (The Autocar, 4.7.':2) Maximum speed

78mph. R;';6qmph 26.25<e. 'Staiiding Fniiie 23.2s.c:' .,'

Typical fuel consumption 14-17mpg.

Price: £2171 in 1948

Humber Pullman Ill-produced 1953 10 1954

Technical description: The Autocar, 8.5.53

Specification as for t948-S3 Pullman except for:
Engine: 6-cyl overhead�valve engine of 1952 Super

Snipe (see below).

Suspension: 7.$o-16in tyres.

Dimensions: Length now quoted as 17ft 7.9in.

Unladen weight 48701b.

Performance: Never tested in this guise.

Price: £'977 in 19S3

This model was dropped in 1954. and was neVer

replaced.

Humber Imperial-produced 1949-53

Mechanically and visually this car was identical to the

Pullman 11 of 1948-53, but fitted with a seven.seater

arrangement without a limousine division.

Performance: (The Al/lOcar, 21.10.49) Maximum

speed 79mph. o-60mph 26.5sec. Typical fuel

consumption, about 13-15mpg.

Price: £2171 in 1949

Humber Imperial JI-produced 1953-54

.�1.echanically and visually, thi!> car was identical to the

Pullman I I I of 1953-54, hUI fined with a non�

limousine varicty of coachwork.

Unladen weight: 48451b.

Performance: Not tested in this �ui!>e.

Price: £1977 in 1953

Thi!> model was dropped in (1)54. and was never

rl'placnL



Humber Super Snipe J\'1k IV-produced 19S2-S4

Technical description: Th.' AU/(1COr, 17.10.52

Engine: 6-c)'l, 88.9 )( III I mm, 4139cc, overhead

\'alves, CR 6.5: t, Stromberg carb, J 13bhp at

34oorpm. Maximum torque 206lb f1 at 14oorpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio ),9: I. AII�synchromesh

gearbox, overall ratios 3.9, 5.54,8.16, 12.18, reverse

12.92: I. Alternative axle 3-7: I, overall ratios 3.7,

5.22,7.74,11.56, reverse 12.25: I. 21.3mph/\ooorpm

in top gea-r or 22.5mph looorpm in top gear:

Suspension and brakes: Ifs, coil springs, wishbones,

anti-roll bar, telescopic dampers; live rear axle, half­

elliptic leaf springs, telescopic dampers. Worm and

nut steering. 11 in�diameter drum brakes front and

rear. 7.00-15in tyres on 5.oin wheel rims.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 9ft 7.7�in; front track 4ft

loin; rear track 4ft 8.25in. Overall length 16ft sin;

width 6ft J.5inj height 5ft 6in. Unladen weight

40251b.

Performance: (The AUlocar, 29.5.53) Maximum speed

90mph. 0-6omph 16.osec. Standing i-mile 20.5sec.

Typical fuel consumption 14 to 18mpg.

Price: £1627 in 1952

(Note: From autumn 1953, the engine was uprated,

with CR 7.1: I. 1 16bhp at 3500rpm. Maximum torque

2111b ft at 14oorpm.)

HUlPber Super Snipe Mk V-produced 1954-58

Technical description: The AUlocar, 16.4.54

Specification as for uprated Super Snipe Mk IV

('1953-54 variety).

. Performance: Never tested in this guise.

Price: £r397 in 1954

Note: From September 1955 the following engine

changes were introduced:

eR 7.4.t, '22bhp at 3600rpm.

Transmission: Axle ratio 4.1: I. Overall ratios 4.1,

5.82,8.57,12.8, reverse 13.57: I. Optional overdrive,

giving 3.2: I. 20.33mph:'looorpm in direct top gear,

26.omphjlooorpm in overdrive top gear.

Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £1552 in 1955

(Note: From April 1956, the car became available with
optional Borg Warner automatic transmission.

Price reductions also took place at this time:

£1426 (manual)

(16)4 (automatic))

Starting with new Humber Hawk, announced in May

1957, and the new Super Snipe announced in October

1958, Rootes brought in a rationalized range of cars

all based on the same monocoque four-door bodyshell

which shared the same wheelbase, suspensions and

pri�cipal dimensions. Hawks had the old engine,

while Super Snipes and their derivatives had a

brand-new six-cylinder engine. These models carried

on until 1967, when both were phased out and not

replaced.

Super Snipe-produced 1958-59

Technical description: The AUlocarJ 3.10.58

Same unit-construction four-door shell and

suspensions as for Humber Hawk of 1957-67:

Engine: 6-cyi, 82.55)( R2.5smm, 2651CC, overhead

valves, eR 7.5: I, Stromhcrg csrb, JoSbhp (net) at

50oorpm. Maximum torque 1381b ft at 2ooorpm.

Transmission: Choice of manual, overdrive, or

automatic transmis�ion. Three-!ipeed manual and

automaTic boxes. Axle ralio 4.55: I. O\"crall ratios

(o,'d top, if fillC'd, 3.54), 4.55, 7.34,12.77, reverse

14.29: I. AU10lTI:Jlic ratios 4.55, 6.5,10.5, reverse

9.51: I, q.4lTIph, 1000rpl11 in top gear, 22-4mph

1000rpI11 in overdrivc top gear.

Susp�ns.ion: 11.... , <:oil �pflllg�, wishhones, anli-roll har,

lele.�COrlc dampers; lj\'l' rcar axles, half-elljplic leaf

sprm.g�, tcll'.SCOplC dampns. Recirculating ball

slC'l'nng. 11 In Jiamcln I'rUnl :md rC.lr drum hrakes.

t\7o-15in tyrc:..

Dimensions: \X"heelbase 9ft 2in; frpot track 4h R.5in;

rear track 4ft 7.5in. Overall length 15h 4.7Sln; width

5ft 9.Sin; height Sft 1 in. Unladen .",eig.hl 33solh.

Performance: (The AllltlCar, 31.10.58) .I\\aximulll

speed 9zmph (in overdrive), 87mph (direct top).

0-6om,ph 19.0sec. Standing I-mile 21.0Sec. Typical

fuel consumption 16 [0 23mpg.

Price: £1494 (saloon) in 1958

£1741 (estate) in 1958

Super Snipe Series Il-produced 1959-60

Technical description: The AUlOcar, 16.K1.59

Specification as for Super Snipe I except for:

Engine: 87.3 x82.55mm, 2965cc, CR 8.0: I, Zenith

carbo ulbhp (net) at 48oorpm, Maximum torque

1621b ft at 18oorpm. . •

Transmission: Automatic ratios 4.22, 6.03, 9.77,

reverse 8.82: I. 18.5mphilooorpm in top gear.

Brakes: I I in-diameter front discs, 1I in-diameter rear

drums.

Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £1453 (saloon) in 1959

£1701 (eSlate) in 1959

Super Snipe Series Ill-produced 1960-62

Technical description: The AUlocar, 14.10.60

Specification as for Super Snipe II except for:

Overall length 15ft 8in.

Performance: (The Autocar, 16.6.61) Maximum speed

loomph (overdrive), 96mph (direct top). 0-60mph

14.3sec. Standing i-mile 19.5sec. Fuel consumption

between 15 and 26mph.

Price: £1489 (saloon) in 1960

"£1737 (estate) in 1960'

Super Snipe Series IV-produced 1962-64

Techflical description: The AUlocar, 14.9.62

Specification as for Super Snipe Series II I except for:

Engine: I 24bhp (net) at 500orpm. Maximum torque

1601b ft at 26oorpm.

Transmission: Automatic ratios as before. Axle ratio

now 4.22: I o.n all derivatives. Manual ratios (3.28­

o/d), 4.22, 6.13, 11.83, reverse 13.25: I. 18.6mphl

looorpm in direct top gear and automatic, 23.9mphj

looorpm in overdrive top gear.

Performance: Not tested in this guise.

Price: £ 1 541 (saloon) in 1962

£1782 (estate) in 1962

Super Snipe Series V-prO(luced 1964-67

Technical description: The Autocar, 23.10.64

Specification as for Super Snipe Series IV except for:

Engine: 2 Z�nith�Stromberg carbs, 128.Sbhp (net) at

5000rpm. Maximum torque 1671b ft at 26oorpm.,

Power-assisted stet;ring as standard. Rear anti-roll bar

for saloon cars.

Height 4ft II .25in. Unladen weight 341Slb (saloon),

34951b (estate).
Performance: Not tesled in this guise-but see below.

Price: £1512 (saloon) in 1964

£1633 (eSlate) in 1964

Imperial-produced 1964-67

Technical description: Tilt' AlIfoCtlr, 23.10.64

Mechanical specification in every war as for Super

Snipe Series V, escept for standardizalion of

automatic transmission and Selectaride rear shock

absorbers. Manual or overdrive transmission no!

a\'ailable.

Estate car derivative not a\'ailable.

Performance: (Tht' AlltOCQr, 11.6.65) MaxilTIulll spl"l'd

JOomph. 0-60mph T6.2SCC. Standing ��lTlik 10.7seL

Typical fuel consumption I �mpg.

I'ricc: £1796 (saloon in 19/)4)

£1917 (limousine:, in 19/)4

(Note: 'Touring'limuusine deri\'Oitin:s Wl"fe abo

a\'ailable of all Hawks Oind Super Snipl:$ in this snics,

hut they were mechanically idclllic:d,)

•

•

•



N�itural gas may. power. road

and public transport in future•

•

By CHRISTOPHER de FRAGA

GAS is greener for pUblic transport and

big trucks, according to the Victorian

Gas and Fuel ColJ)Oratlon, which is de­

veloping technology to convert big die.

sel vehicles to compressed natural gas

:- a technology It may export.

. The corporatJon Is working with Ger­

man engine management specialist

Bosch In Australia to develop a spark.

Ignition, diesel-derived engine which

can bum a combined gas and diesel

mixture, pure gas, or diesel fuel, de­

pending on the owner's requirements to

Save money and aim for a clean envi­
ronment.

. So far, the work has produced a diesel

engine Which, with electronic controls,

wl11 burn fuel at the rate of half the

stoichiometric rate - reducing both ex­

haust pollution and producing an ex­

haust without the usual diesel black par­

t1culate-Iaden smoke.

It Is also far more fuel-efficlent, but

the lack of smoke is important for other

reasons.

The Importance of this alternative

gas technology can be seen from pro­

posed future pollution rules for diesels,

which wlll require pa�lculate traps ­

these black particles being suspected as

a possible cause of cancer.

Regulations banning diesel engines

from the city and heavlly popUlated

areas could make the Australian techno­

logy an export bonanza.

Meanwhile. the corporation plans to

have refilling stations for compressed

natural gas vehicles from Brisbane to

Perth as part of a bid to have Australia's

big truck fleet cqnverted from diesel to

gas.

Ford already has offered to switch its

own big trucks to gas - trucks which

take parts from its Geelong plant to the

Broadmeadows factory.

Benders Buses in Geelong has

switched Its fleet to gas and The Met is

testing some gas-propelled buses.

From Its suburban bus fleet of 350

diesel vehicles. The Met Is having 10

switched to dual-fuel - burning both

diesel and gas - as part of an experi.

ment in both environmental Improve.

ment and cost savings.

The hlgher.than-average cost of the

changeover (seven times the usual

$1600 quoted for converting a car to

gas) would have a "pay-back" time of

two years. after which the buses would '
be saving considerably on expensive

diesel fuel.

Natural gas is regarded by many as

the near-future Australian fuel since it

Is abundant and available around the

country. from the North.West Shelf to

Bass Strait.

•

Bandag's new tyre casing analyser.

•

BANDAG MANUFACTURING

Bandag, which claims to be one of

Australia's leading tyre retreaders,

has introduced a new tyre casing ana­

lyser that it says will give vehicle op­

erators better performance from

. tyres at a lower cost per kilometre.
The NDI analyser is being import­

ed from Bandag in America and the

computer-eontrolled machine has al­

ready been installed in dealers' work­

shops in Victoria. South Australia,

Queensland and New South Wales.

Dealers in other states are expected

to install analysers as they become

available from the US, where Bandag

says 70 per cent of its outlets already

use them.

The analyser determines the integ­

rity and retreadability of a vehicle

operator's valuable casings. After

buffing the analyser rotates the inflat.

ed tyre "listening" for air leaks.

which it marks so they can be re.

paired before the next stage. which is

the ultrasonic inspection of the casing

for separations.

Gulf crisis. boosts gas
A RUSH of motorists converting

from petrol to LPG because of the

Gulf crisis has come as an unex­

pected boost to a new Victorian
factory.

The McMillan Pty Ltd factory at

Echuca. on the Murray River. is

producing 7000 LPG cylinders a

month compared with an expected

demand of about 1000 a month. the

managing director. Mr Tony Brad-

ford.sald. .

The company has also

Recycle motor oil

.. fo save imports
from T. Pearson

. One of today's vital questions is

What effect hostilities in the

. Middle East would have on our oil

.. supplies and costs. The answer in
• respect of lubricating oil is quite a

,considerable one.

The crUde oil we produce in
.Australia is not a source of any

. lubricating oils and that includes

. motor oils. It is just not a suitable

. grade.

Crude oil imports from the
Middle East are the main source

of supply for lubricating oils.

Such Imports are already a ma­

jor factor in.Australia's external

balance of payments position. Any

further disadvantageous change

In cost or availability is likely to

•

Airbags 'not needed'
CA&."3 do not need to be fit­

ted with airbags. says the

F<>deral Chamher of Automo­

tive Indust.ries.

TIH.' ehi"l exeeutive or the

ehambf�r. Mr lan Grigg. said

Australla's mandatOl"y scat belt

wl'arUlg laws made our situa-

lion Incomparable with the

United States. which has no

such enforceable legislation.

Mr Grlgg said seat belts

"have proven to be the single
most effective means 01

reducing fatalities and serious

injuries to vehicle occupants'.

announced a joint-venture manu­

facturing project In Malaysia plus

an export drive to South-East Asia.

the United States and Japan.

The Echuca complex employs

more than 100 people over two

shifts plus extra time on Saturdays

to cope with the strong demand.

Mr Bradford said It may not be

long before the $10 million plant

reached Its capacity of 10,000 LPG

cylinders a month.

have a most detrimental effect on

our economy and cost of living.

There Is an answer; recycled

011. The technology exists in Aus­

tralia today to produce consider­

able volumes of recycled motor

oils at quality levels equal to other

premium product.,.

In recent tests carried out by

the laboratory Oilcheck Pty lim­

Ited, the quality and protection

levels of premium recycled motor

oils were found to be on a par with

the leading premium brands.

Recycled motor oils wlll not be

significantly affected by price in­

creases deriving from develop­

ments in the Middle East. They

are processed in Australia from

used molor oils which. would. oth­

erwise be potential environmen­

tal pollutants.

They reduce our dependence

on un�ertain supplies from the

Middle East and vulnerabillly to

soaring prices; they help our bal .

ance of payments and contribute

to a beller environment.

Tlm Pearson,

Canberra.



SAFETY ROLL CALL

'Electric cars

get boost

from battery

invention

A big problem with electric cars is

�at you cannot tell when they are

about to run out of power.

But after 10 years' research. a

Sydney engineer has developed a

, system to monitor the energy

, level of a battery that could pave

, 'the way for electric vehicles to be
:cn the road within 18 months,
� Mr Davld Gosden, the system's

eslgner, has installed the techno­

ogy In a mini-van, which he un.

elled at Sydney University yes.

rday.

By RICHARD SMITHERS,

Sydney

EVERY DOG HAS HIS PAY
A Motorists who fill up at

Mac's Gas station. then look

for the attendant to pay. arc

more often than not patting

him while they wait. Rocky. a

border collie/kelpie cross.

} helps out owner Mac Dryden

" by taking money from

; motorists. trotting to the till.

! opening it and putting the

; notes in their correct

compartment (alwaysl. "He

hasn't got to working out the

change yet." says Dryden.

"but it's just a matter of

time." Rocky developed his

unusual skills by simply

watching. and without any

encouragement from Dryden.

lie also puts bags of rubbish

out at night. fetches the

correct tools on command at

the service bay. and even

finds the right electrical plugs

and points for individual

General dogsbody Rocky and

his owner/boss Mac Dryden.

makes of car. He has gained

something of a fan club al the

station on Victoria's Princes

Highway between Sale and

Stratford. a fact Dryden plays

on unmercifully. When

smiling Rocky lovers turn up

asking where the dog is. he

replies. deadpan: '" shot him."

Edited by Katy Bralw.I'.

"'The van, a 10-year-old Suzukl, is

also fitted with solar panels on its

roof, which Mr Gosden said would'

provide up to 35 per cent of the

car's power, calculated from the

average amount of sunlight avail­

able In central Sydney.

The rest of the power would be

provided by overnight charging

from the electric mains, making

:use of cheap off-peak rates, he

,saId.

: The breakthrough has been an.

nounced as the world is contem­

plating the high cost and problems

of petrol supplies as well as the

'damaging effect of car exhausts

Ion cities.

, Mr Gosden said electric vehl­

1c-les produced 20 per cent less car­
hon dioxide, a large component of
� causing the greenhouse effect,
han petrol-driven cars. He said

he carbon dioxide level would

rop as the cars became more

tt1clent and more power was

E'enerated from renewahle energy

urces such as solar, wind and

ydro power.

\ Most of the world's big car man-
Sfacturers are working on electric
ower and Mr Gosden hopes he

III be able to develop his technG-

�gy with the assistance of an Aus­
allan car manufacturer.

General Motors recently
\invelled Its electric Impacf,
'/Which has a range of about I !ID

kilometres and can cruise com.
;fortably at 110 kmh.

� The Federal Government's

epartment of Primary Indus.

rles and Energy and the Electric.

ty Commission of New SOUlh

Wales have provided $500,llOll !

lowards the building of two fur.

ther prototypes of Mr Gosden's
Yehlcle which will be rigorously

tested as part of the Electricily

tommlsslon's regular van fl<�(�t.

Mr Gosden estimates his vlIn

would have a lop speed of

JOO kmh and 8 range of 150 kilo.

htetres. but these could increast'
tvtth further refinements.








