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THE HllMBERETI'E. CALENDAR
APRIL 1989.

APRIL 28TH. GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE 1ll\LL, 8.00PM: SPEAKER ON

TRIMMING OF VINYL OR LEA'I1lER PANELS •

MONTHLY CLUB RUN TO SC!lRAMM'S CO'lTAGE AND WESTERFOLDS

PARK. MEET Kr SC!lRAMM'S CO'lTAGE, RIESCHIECKS RESERVE,

VICTORIA sr. DONCASTER (MELWAY 33J10) Kr 1l.OOAM.

lllNCH Kr WESTERFOLDS PARK PICN.IC AREA (MELWAY 33 E3).

A.O.M.C. DELEGATES MEETIm. CARNEGIE PROGRESS HALL,

TRmANINNI ROAD. 8.0OPM.

GENERAL MEETING AND FAMILY DAY AT DEEPDENE HALL.

V.D.C. SWAPMEET. AGRICULTURAL SHQIol;ROUNDS. AScorVALE.

MAY 7TH.

MAY 22ND.

MAY 28TH. (SUNDAY)

JUNE 3-4TH

JUNE 10TH - 12TH.

JONE

JONE

JULY

JULY

JULY

JULY

QOEEN'S BIRTHDAY" WEEKEND TRIP. ? HAMILTON RALLY.

ACCOMMODATION, ITINERARY ETC. IN .MAY NEWSLETI'ER. IF

INTERESTED IN ATTENDING PLEASE RING MARGARET ON 435 6354.

DARWIN ADVENTORE RALLY DEPARl'S FRCM PORT AOOCSTA.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE 1ll\LL. 8.00PM.

AMVC. ALL BRITISH AtlTO-JUMElLE AT CIl!RNSIDE PARK.

MON'I1ILY CLUB RUN. TO BE NOTIFIED.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE 1ll\LL. 8.0OPM.

INTER CLUB DINNER DANCE AT EL'lEAM NORTH HALL. RUN BY

STANDARD/VANGU1lRD CLUB.

�ON RUN TO WESTERNPORT FOB, HASTINGS.

CHACA SWAP MEET AT CHIRNSIDE Pl\llR'- SHOPPING CENTRE.

• GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE 1ll\LL, 8.0OPM.

(SUNDAY) GENERAL MEETING AND FAMILY DAY AT DEEPDENE HALL.

GENERAL MEETING. DEEPDENE PARK. 8.0OPM.

ANNUAL CONCOORS D'ELEGANCE •. DEEPDENE PARK OVAL.

18TH - 19TH. BENDIGO SWAP MEET. AGRICULTURAL SHOW GROUNDS, BENDIGO.

FINAL GENERAL MEETING FOR YEAR.

. CHRISTMAS DINNER. AT ST. ANDREWS HOTEL. 12.30PM.

3RD.

23RD.

16TH.

23RD.

28TH.

29TH.

AlXiUST 13TH.

AllGUST 20TH.

AllGUsr 25TH.

SEPTEMBER 24TH

OCI'OBER 27TH.

NOVEMBER 5TH.

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

24TH.

10TH.

***********************************

COMeINED HUMBER CLUBS OF AUSTRALIA - NATIONAL RALLY 1989.

LOCATION: COWRA, NEW SOUTH WALES'

WHEN: EASTER 1989, APRIL 13TH - 16TH.

ACCOMMODATION: VARIOUS, MOTEL, HOTEL, CABIN, ON-SITE VANS ETC.

PLEASE ADVISE REQUIREMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. FIRM BOOKINGS

AND DEPOSITS REQUIRED BY DECEMBER.

************************************

rThe Humber car Club of Victoria meets on the 4th Friday of the m:mth in the

i Deepdene Park Hall, WhitehorseRoad, Deepdene (Melway 46 A/7), at 8.00PM.
�.

New members and visitors 1�lcome.

I
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Statement of :1eeoipta ...d Pa......t. far P....iod Endi!us 31st J"''!F11989

RECEIPTS PADll:lITll

Opeai>lg Sal...oe - AcIT...tqe Sa..... Acc.1'102.59 Pootag.
- Ch.qu. Acocnmt 88.04 PrintiJIs

Subaoriptiaaa - In Ad....o. 95.00 StaUoo...,.

- Current PlQ.63 R.plia
Joiniac Fe. - Curront 160.00 llaUOIIAI1 �

- F Ad....o. 20.00 BIlCl DiaIl....
Speoial Effort. 338.10 Inaurano.
Supper. 58.40 Annual Return.
'l'radia6 table 82.16 A.O.II.C. Sub•..-iption
AdyorU.iJIs 225.00 Daaatioo Swan Bill B.....tbeat

Roplio 911.00 ,'Sull1U" !lcnfle

Ilational Roll)' Depe.it. 4311.00 Bulllbretto R.si.tration

Ilotional Roll3' Bads'" 640.00 National RaIl)' phot_aphe
BIlCl Dinn.r 466.50 Ad....o. - B.Boeaich
Po.tas. R.galia 16.00 Special Effort Boolc8

lIomp.r 163.05 Chriot... Wnoh

DoDationa So.OO Concours. Notice
Adina Printing 11.20 Conoour•• 'l'rophio.

Troph:r 35.00 Conoour•• grcnmd rontal

In•••t t Int......t 551.83,< Chri.t... Ball rental
IIaak Int st 161.28' "Jonn7" - Il.S.V.

Bank Charses

r.I.D. , F.D.T.

Exce.s Receipts oyer Pa,ments

1811.38

Statement of Income and Expenditure for Period Endins' 31st JanU!r7 1989

NATIONAL IlALI.Y

l!!!!!!!.
Ilotional Roll)' Dopedt.

Ilotiooal � Car Badge.

Ilational � Fund

J:xcese Expenditure over Income

EXFEIIDlTUIlE

National Ral17 Accommodation

Naticma1 RsJ.l,. l.furra,. Downs D1Jmer

Ilotional Roll)' ItonnUworth IItoel

National RaIl,. Bidge.
NeHonal RaIl,. Swan Kill Tech. School

NatiOnal Rall,. Ribbons , Patches

Ilotional Ball)' C.... Badso.

Il.tional Roll)' Supper.

Na.tional Hall,. Poetagell

National Hall,. Photographs

IlotiOllAl1 Ball)' Trophie.

6619.14 '.
'.

, Replia Oponiac Stock 981.30

PI.. Purchase. �
.19till.09

Le.. Sale. '(927.00)
101i'i.09

Leea Clo.ins Stock (1551.10)
SubacriptiOJUl

Jobin&' F.ell

Speoial Effort.
Le•• _

Suppers

Le.s Sugar Bowls

'l'radiac table

Christ... Beeper

Donations

InYestment Inter.st

Ilealc. Interest '

ClENEIlAL ACCOUNT

to•• on Ilotioaal Roll)'

Po.tqe

Printing coyers

1... AdYertising

PrintinS HUllbr.tt.

Membership Carda

Le•• Retund

Stationer,.

BIlCl Dinner

332.50 Le.. Receipt.
Insurance

.Annual Return.

A.O.II.C. Sub.oription

Donation Swan Hill Heartbeat

Humbrette Registration

Chriot... Wnch

Concourae Ilotic. 14.60
Concours. Tropbie. 119.68
Le•• 'l'roph:r (}5.oo)g;.68
Concourse ground rental .00

", Chri.t... Roll rental

"Jenny" - N.S.W.

Ilealc. Charg.a

F.I.D... F.D.T.

hee.. !ncoca. oyer Expenditur.

510.01

3330.63
195.00

454.00
(225.00)

250.00
(17.20)

513.50
(466.59)

338.10

�.6o)
.'10

(6.80)

.... 5470.66

�
Regalia Stock OD Band at eaat

Club Roferenc. Libr...,.

Sundr7 small A•••t.

Bank Account

In....etmenta

Advancee

Subscription. iD AclYGftce

JoiD.lDs 1'••• in Ad...an.c.

H.llberahip funds 1/2/88

Surplus

.1551.10

• 121.00

40.00

.1038.59

'5000.00

259.00

C606.69

Pre.ideat••••��•••••• ::: •••••••••••••

604.02

2066.77
384.69
980.19
6660.16

'13.50
338.39
23.00

40.00
20.00

6.80

40.00

19.58
100.00

5.60
22.28
14.60
119.68

45.00
11.50

100.00

21.10

23.33

1038.59

1811.38

•

3612.00

1160.00

650.00

65.00
50.00

250.00

168.00

11.81

5.15

19.58
82.20

6679-74

•

348.11
604.02

229.00

1612.77

232.80
134.69

41.00
338.39
23.00 '

40.00
20.00

20.00

22.28

144.28
11.50
100.00

21.10

23.33

1466.33

5470.33

•

8606.69

'l'r._er.!r.: ••-!.� .�.��
Auditor•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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'!HE HUMBEREI'I'E APRIL, 1989.

PRESIDENr'S REroRT

Firstly, it was gocrl to receive a phone call frem John Berry from canberra with a couple of suggestions

to assist the club. The rrore input the cemnittee receives, the better the end result for the club.

Having just retwned from the Ze{i1yr - Zodiac meeting (attended by Frank Stockwin, Ian Foreman and wife,

Joe hUam, Kevin Megee arrl Ron & Eleanor Forth), I continue to be amaze::l at the size of the restored

cars I market' • In the past four m:mths and addilienal to the ZeI;i1yr - Zodiac day I have attended

exhibitions at Burwcx::d for street cars, the Chimside Park swap Meet, the Werribee Park Australia Day

Rally, the Hanging Rock Picnic Day and the Daimler Concourse. There are of course a lot of rallies such

as the Classic Easter Car Show that I did not see, arxl rrost are generally advertised. in Saturday's Age.

In addition to all of these shoos there is a Imlltitude of good. quality car rragazines specifically

created for the car enthusiast. Numerous .speciality restoring car businesses have sprung up on what

JTU.lSt be one of the fastest growing business sectors in the econcmy.

Our Humbers when shown will always create interest am the marque is obviously one to which many people

relate. However, our rrarket values are well below canparable and even inferior marques. The question

is why? I can see a couple of reasons. Firstly, it wop.ld appear that the growth area of special

interest cars is the "musclell American cars where it appears that not as much attention is paid to

originality. I begin to understand. this because of the changes necessary to oonvert to right hand

drive, and the desire to fit a big VS covered in chrome and braiding purely to obtain rna.xi.nn.Jrn horsep:Mer

and visual effect. The hours arrl costs that must go into these machines must be staggering. The second •

growth area seems to :be older Australian cars, particularly HoIdens and Falcons. I think this is

natural, as the saying goes you restore the cars that you grew up with am this certainly appears to be

the case.

Therefore our Humbers do not fit either category. We are left with the true enthusiast who appreciates

a quality engineering, classy vehicle, who restores or runs his vehicle without a great deal of

consideration for the capital value of the car. This is not necessarily a bad thing. However, the

major problem as I see it is the need to better prarote our marque, to denonstrate that our cars were

very fast, reliable and classy means of transpxt. We all need to attend and show our cars, advertise

our club an:l encourage new members to contemplate the aOIUisition am restoration of a Humber. As a

club we have a lot to offer prospective members.

I \roUld appreciate your thoughts on the future of Humbers, what about the next issue of the Humberette?

Geoff webb

********************************************************************************************************

MINUTES OF

HELD OB Friday 31st March

GENERAL MEETING

19H9 AT DEEPDEBE HALL at 8:00pm.

PRESEIT: ApprOXimately

members and Visitors.

D.Good and K ,Lynch :from

30 members as per attendance book, fjeoff Webb welcomed

Present as �lis1tors were Bert Groothuis and M.r, Howie; and

the Vauxhall Car Club.

APOLOGIES were received from Dave Denner,

III1UTES of the previous meeting as printed in the lIarch 'Humberette' were ac<oepted as

��e re<oord on the motion of Bob KennedY,seconded by Vic Wilson.

CORRESPOIIDEBCE:

III:Application forms from Barry Homewood and John Perry. Requests for

information about Humber vehicles from John Perry, Dave Martin and James Kent.

Request for Club Plate authorisations from James Kent and Jim Menzie,s. Rotary Club of

Traralgon informing of Roland Hill Memorial Rally. Pi<okles with details of car auction

in Sydney.

Exchange J:agazines: Viking Torque, Humber Hillman club of New Zealand,

Chevrolet Car- Club; Humber Car- Club of Australia (NSW) j Humber C:ar C:lub 01 Douth

Australia, Sunbeam It Talbot Owners Club.

BUSlIIBSS ARISIIIG: Arnold Goldman stated that the RTA Vlill soon be requiring all ClUb

Plate applicants to supply a RYlC or clUb inspection certificate.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Not available due to lack of preparation time.

Geoff Webb stated that the audited annual statement had been lorwarded to Dept. 01

Corporate Affairs.



r

BDITOR'S REPORT: Barry Bosnich reported that 174 magazines had been sent out to

members. Request for more articles for magazine, especially on members experiences.

•

BVEITS DIRECTOR'S REPORT: Presented by Margaret Willimott .

Details were provided of the next few items on the club calendar.

Request for at least 12 vehicles for the national rally at Cowra NSW in 1990.

Report on Classic Car Show. Four cars plus an engine on display.

Request for outing ideas for September and October.

TBCHRICAL OFFICER'S REPORT: Bob Kennedy reported three vehicles with tight wheel nuts.

Wheel nuts should only be tightened to 60ft-lbs maximum. (Don't ask what that is in

Newton-metres)

Keith \/illimot talked of a workshop in Heidelberg that will cut retaining

ring slots in standard bearings for around $10 while you wait

Barry Bosnich asked about firms offerring to machine discs on site. \/as

informed that quality can be just as good as i n workshop as long as operator knows

what he is doing.

Mike Fitchett said that members going on Darwin trip should take a fire

extinguisher. This probably holds good for all members at any time.

Keith \/illimot. warned of batteries that fail catastrophically when the

internal connections b�tween plates corTode away leaving the battery open circuit. An

on load voHage drop 1:est cDuld pick this up .

• AOIC REPORT: No reports.

CARS FOR SALE 1lI WAITED Mention .,as made ot several cars and parts available in

various places. Most of these will be in next Humberette.

BDb Kennedy wants a set Df wheels for a Mk III Pullman.

GEIERAL BUSlIESS:

Calendars were discussed, and a CDst of $10 per copy fDr at least 200 was

suggested as realistic, but as there was little support from the members present there

will be no further action on this. However, the CDst of producing Christmas cards With

a Humber on the front will be explored.

Jack Waring said he is still IDDking tDr a manufacturer Df badges.

Mike Fitchett stated that a cred'it card is very useful when fitting new dDor

rubbers. The credit card is nDt much good afterwards.

Meeting clDsed at 9:15pm fDr supper.

PUZZLE TUE

• At the time of preparing fDr the April Humberette the results Df last
months puzzles have not been received. So, until someone tells me to stop, I

shall set YDU some mDre. The first CDrrect entry drawn DUt at the May meeting

will win a $10 bODk vDucher frDm Mr. Suddaby's BDOkshDp, Mornington.

Puzzle 1. A sensitive lady, nDt wishing tD give her age dire-oUy said" M.y as"

three years hence multiplied by three, less three times my age three years ago,

will give YDU my present age." HDw DId is she?

.� 'f1 ",,'

Puzzle 2. Fill in the missing digits in the fDIIDwing multiplicatiDn. The

missing digits are represented by *

*1*

9*2

..�3 •

?*2'

*')*5

1*8*30

A. Goldman

RTA CLUB PlATE APPLICATICN FCllMS

Secretary nOW' has a supply of these. To avoid delays, contact A. Goldman with details of vehicle and

the form can then be sent to you with necessary authorization.

********************************************************************************************************
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To the H.C.C.V.

Dear Members,

I have been a rrember of the Htmlber Car Club for a period of about six to seven rrontbs and I have already

felt the need to put pen to paper, which for me is a rarity in itself ..

You see all my relations live either interstate or on the border of victoria and I hardly ever write to

them. I just hope that this well presented newsletter popular, as it is, doesn't firrl itself in their

stamping gTOWlds.. I'll get right to the point concenring the Humber lobtor Car.. We have in our driveway

a 1955 S/S MK.IV am the lastest a 1967 V.A. The MK IV was acquired two years ago in Maryborough arrl

the '67 Series V five mmths ago in"Frankston, quite convenient as we reside in Langwarrin.

Why Humbers? well I think I fell on the answer about twelve rronths ago. My father was a Rootes agent

for quite a few years and there were always S/5, Vogues, Sceptres and Hawks in our driveway - not really

taking that much interest being only 17-18 years old at the time, my preference was rrore for Fords. rim

sorry, I said I'd keep this short. When I married, I discovered my father in-law collected and restored

vintage cars and. was President of the Wangaratta Veteran and Vintage Car Club.

It has taken a few years but my love for older cars turned

interiors arrl overall good looks really made ne a convert.

say you all have good taste.

towards Humbers, their soft lines inviting

No wonder we have so many members, I must

'Ihe reason Ilm writing this and I'm sorry if I have gone on, is because at Christmas time we decided to

drive up and visit my rrother in Ballina. The car we used was to be a 1981 Toyota Corona Station Wagon •

but six weeks prior we traded it in on a nmch rrore nodern car, a 1967 S/Sni,Pe.

The distance travelled 3,750 kilometres.

Kilanetres travelled per tank full 525.

Lubricants used 1/2 a glass of water.

Time spent driving, 8 out of 12 days on the road.

Only added advantage was that Mr. Des Judd looked over the entire car, made what he thought were

necessary repairs. Most days we s,Pent 10-12 hours on the road, with two babies.

The cars narre is Guy, so my 3 year old daughter infonns me. Although my father has since gone Ilm sure

he looks down on our driveway and smiles.

'Itlank you so very much for taking the time to read our letter. If you \OK)uld like to publish our letter

please do so as I would feel very honoured.

Yours sincerely,

Steve Ireland & Family.

********************************************************************************************************

KENNEDYI5 �ERS

Here I am again! I just won't lay down will I? The IIDtor ShON is over for another year but before we

put it to the back of our minds, let us say thank you to the club organisers.

A lot of effort went into the preparing am the daily running of the shown. Margaret Willirrott seared

to be everywhere before, during and after the shown and I personally take my hat off to Mrrgaret and

Keith for the work they put it.

My own ideas of the show was that the ShON was timed wrong. I feel if it was later in the year e.g.

August, September or OCtober it may have been better atterrled. Also, it was too close to the other

IIDtor show and over the Easter Holidays as a lot of people get away fran the city - but as I said these

are only my opinions.

Next is wheel studs. we still find after the many times it has been nentiond by Des JOOd and myself at

meetings plus in the newsletters, people still overtighten them. You only need 55 p:nmds pressure to

keep them on. If you overtighten the nuts it can pull the stoo.s out of their rrounts, crack the nuts and

strip the threads. These are the mishaps you can cause so put the six foot pipe away because you don't

need it at all. 'Ibis advice goes for all vehicles and not just Htunbers. If you're working on heavy

trucks, forget what I have just said.

Well enough frem me except that the DARWIN TRIP is just around the corner so a wee bit rrore preparing

has yet to be carried out.

Bob Kennedy

********************************************************************************************************



A PAGE OF VEI'ERAN AND VINTAGE "HUMBERERS"



SECRETARY'S SECTIOJI

January 1989

At the last general meeting there was a plea for more personal experiences from

members �on��rning their cars. 80 send them in in any form, We do not expect members to

be technical writers, so just write it down the way you would tell it to your fellow car

owners, and if necessary it can be edited to suit a �ider audience.

M\' Series V Snipe, my only form of transport other than a bicycle, has not been.

getting the attention it requires in recent months. There have been a number of indications

that I ought to do something. The consumption of oil is high, and I suspect that it is due

to poor valve seals and gUides. The starting when hot is not very good, whereas it starts

from cold easily. This, and a red stain around the rear carburrettor indicates a flooding

float chamber. The spark plugs and high petrol cosumption all add to the indications that

something should be tdone. Like a lot of p..ople, I put it off as long as possible, mainly

be�ause I dO not have a convenient garage to work in. Last week I could not start the car,

..ven with the handle. The battery would not turn the engine over, and there was no-one

around to get a jump start from, so it was a call to the RACV to get me going and confirm

that the battery had died, A new battery from the local dealer cost $97.

While investigating the poor starting I had attempted to look at the spark plugs

only to find that some of them were too tight for my standard length spanner, I do not

remember who was the last to change the plugs, me or a service station, Anyway, a couple

of recent misfirings going up Dlivers Hill in Frankston, and a 'Oomplete failure on a wet •
night in pouring rain along the Ilepean Highway between Frankston and lit, Bliza made me

decide that the plugs needed changing, and the carburrettors given some attention, The job

started out on Saturday morning as a simple plug change using a roof bar as a long lever

over my socket wrench. Plug number four sheared off leaving part of the metal threaded

portion firmly fixed in the cylinder head, Even 11 j had a SUitable Easi-out with a long

handle I felt that it would probably be too tight to remove, espe'Oially as it had been

tight enough to shear a plug. So, what started as a simple job became a h..ad change,

Fortunately I keep a spare gasket set, and also had a spare cylinder head in the shed With

all valves and springs fitted and properly seated, I had been intent on doing this some

time ago because I 'Oould not remember replacing the valve seals last time the head came

off. By five o'clock we haa changed the head, and had the car running again, I had to maKe

do Without a torque-wrench to tighten up the head bolts, I usually borrow one from work

when I plan such a job. However, I think I had all the bolts evenly tight with something

pretty close the corre'Ot loading. The main thing is getting them even, and if I put all my

weight on the end of a twelve inch lever I should get 180 foot-pounds, As it is never

possible to achieve full body weight in such positions under the bonnet of the 'Oar, a full

strength pull is probably around a third of body weight, Anyway, that's what they got and

only time will tell. The suspect carburrettor had the float level so badly adjusted that it

hardly cut off the fuel at all before the float hit the top of the 'Oarburrettor body. All it

needs now are a few adjustments to the timing and carburrettor settings to get the correct

idling speed and acceleration characteristics. This will probably get done after I have

closed the shop today. With the number of people around in Ilornington today I could park

the car a the shop front and do it now if it wasn't for the inevitable dirty lingers that

are not really compatible with a bookshop,

I am informed by a member that Pat Daly, one of our longtime members, has now had

her 1963 Hawk for 26 years since new, and has just recently turned the milometer over the

lOO ,000 mile mark. While it is not uncommon for Humbers in the club to pass the lOO ,000

mile mark, there are probably not many members who 'Oan honestly say that they have driven

the car for all of them. Well done. I believe that the Hawk has not given any troubles in

its 26 years which is testimony to what you get with the proper care and attention.

Best of luck, more next month.

Arnold Goldman, Secretary

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Old clocks, gramaIitones, old furniture, antiques am nostalgia, deceased estates, licenced secorx:1 hand.

dealer. Don't forget if you want to buy at the same price as the dealers, a:rne down to TY'ABB town at

1 Peacock Lane, Me1way Reference 148 e-1O or ring Nancy or Bd:> Kennedy on (03) 789 5119.

****************************************************************�***************************************



.. THE AUTOCAR" ROAD TESTS-(continued).
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16-50 h.p. SIX.CYLINDER HUMBER SALOON

A Refined Family Car at a Moderate Cost.

CONSIDERING its moderate price, in relationship

to the thoroughness of the workmanship, and the

ulldoubted rclinCITIt'nt of its road performances, the

HJ-50 h.p. Humber is a car of some character.

Its engine is smooth running and responsi,"c, and the

top�g(�ar ratio is well suited to its capacity, so that the

top-gear range is genuinel)! wide, from 5 m.p.h. or

so up to an hOliest milc�a+millute maximum. Othl'r

than the tremor that seems to occur in most sixes ouring

acceleration from about 18 to 22 m.p.h., vibration is

]lot c\'id('nt. It i� possible to start the car on top gear

from rest, and get away with smoothness. for lhere is

no noticc;"lble transmission chatter and the single dry­

plate clutch takes up its drive with pleasant cvenneS:i.

TrH' carhuretter is a pump-type, and is used in COI1­

JUllctiol\ with a \Vatn-jacketed inlet manifold, the flow

of the' water being controlled by a thermostat in the

header pipe to the radiator. When the engine is cold

the adjnstable thermostat short.circlIits the water from

the c�.tindcr jackets and passes it through the manifold

jacket. \Vith the air strangler pulled out. starting from

cold i� casy. The starter button is neatly concealed in

the centre of the steering wheel. \I'/hell depressed the

button sounds the horn; when pulled up it operates the

starting motor. Incidentally, the Humber engine has

side exhaust and overhead inlet

\'a1\'c5.

Onc of the special features of

the C8.r is the four-speed gear

box. which is in unit with the

('ngin(', and has an arrange­

ment of h�lical toothed gears

which gives a "silent third ..

or " alternative top." It is an

excellent geJ.r hox, with a nice

light i'igllt-hand chang/? easy

10 handle, particularlv from

that giH's ;1 "silent "lhird "

Third is quid and gives an ('asv

accdcr;ltioll, combined with a

c8.p;lcily to "hung on" when

climbing hills of the I in 7

varj('t� .. As regards lJill-cl.imb­

Illg a gT8.dc of I in 6� was.

•

crested at 16 m.p.h. on third gear. and a slope uf I:'

ID, when approached on top gear at 55 m,p,h., \\ii

crested on top at 36 m.p.h. Second and fir�t gl'iIl'� an 1

not so quiet as third, but are not over-noisy, .

From the point of view of comfort. the spring Sll�ptf;o

sion of the car is very good. particularly with aJullloati

The springs are supple. and with a light load the dOllbk.

acting shock absorbers need to be fairly tight to avOId'

bouncing. The road-holding is firm enough for 1� ,

ordinary touring, and the car feels safe.

The steering includes a Marles gear. In most resp«ts

it provides eminently good control. [or it is light 10

handle. easy for parking purposes, free from road shock,

and exhibits no tendency towards vices such as whIt{

wobble. But although there is a definite caster :lIlg1l' In

the steering swivels. the "feci" of the steering lJeu

'somewhat in directional sensitiveness.

Bt'ndix duo.servo two-shoe brakes are employeu in tilt

four wheel set, and the hand k"cr, almost horizontal 1':1

the right ,ide of the driving seat. applies the rear hrak�
only through a separate linkage. The four wher! srI �

more powerfnl than s\\'eet, and the driver needs [(1 i'(

delicate with his foot action in emergency stops, 'Illi

understood that later models have been modih('d 10

secure an improvement in this respect.

The controls of the c:.r

generally are well arrallgt1i,.
and work lightly and cleanly.

The grouping in the centre, of
the steering wheel of ignitlOO

and throttle levers. horn but.

ton, starter switch, and ('Ice.

tric control of the dipping r:

flectors of the hrad lamps IS

excellent. and add::; ll18.teri.1l1!
to the comfort of dt'i\.jn�.

1\1:-;0 tile instrulllcnh are

grouped \'('ry llC'atly in the

facia bO::J.rc1, and an' illlll1l1n.

akd from behind, All tlll;

work is \'/?IT well dOlll', ('wn

the control for the rear blind
is "fumble-proof" and the
n'!C'.1se is inst;llltalH'011:i

'.

p;�:-----�:.?<.�;------�;��;------�.



H', 11",j"LJIl 01 Its IWJlIIess

i' (HOd taste the bodyM

..)� I� particularly attrae­

, lilt" fuur-door saloon

.,.\:� !!\'t', the front seats

,", _�I:;>lfat(' and adjust­

:':. dll'rt, is a disappear­

" Jrlll ill the centre of the

",�: ",Ll, as wdl as flexible
:: H'�h at the side. All

": :I;.:li� can be opened,
d thl' rear window IS

'r brgl' for comfortable

,,'l�illg. Head room, leg

• ,m, .illd elbow room are

, 'Illhrient, and the whole

,� I� "mart and dignified.

J ill" interior furnishings

:1:,j,- l'11Illm{'ndably large

"�,!,,, JlI the backs

!Ill' Iront seats, ash­

", , which are so neatly

'": jN ,ult'll in the mouldM

,d thl' foot of the rear

. orl' t li,:.:hts tllat they arc

"::,,.,,1 ill\'isiblc, and door­

, .I:tdk, ill tll(' Centre of the

1",-

\"'llld,ltion in the body

.' ::.;lll, a{trr carrying out

". 1ll,l.Ximllm speed test

>," .dl t!lt windows closed

';.' :t' \\;1 ... but the smallest

: I" "I tumes, and in

('��:I,II\ dri\'ing none.

i', .. !1"lIt lloor boards do

" ' '�, "lilt' m-('rhcated. fOf

!- \11.111,,1 manifold is

'<f
,- .

, .

well arranged to prevent

this possibility, anu the

pedals tit !>I1ugly ill th�ir

slots so that there is not too

much draught on the

driver's legs. As another

safeguard ill this rl'�p('d
there is a Ieatllt:r <':O\'lT

around the base of the

change-speed lenT.

There ar� some inter­
esting mechanical poillt�;

for example, till' fud
feed is maintained bY' a

mechanical pump, anci the

oil filter is carried high,
and can be cleaned without

losing oil. �l1ch tool...

as might be 1l('l'UeU Oil

the road-jack, startillg

handle, wheel brace, and
so forth-arc mounted 011
the sCllttle under the bon.

net. Chassis lubrication is

soimpliJi.ed by the use of

3ilentbloc shackle bushes.
The door locks work

lightly, and Ileed no ('.'\<.'l'S­
sive slamming.

Altogether, the 1('-,')0
h.p. HumbtT IS a \\'cll­

found, well. designed,
pleasant-running and gen­
erally attractive car that

anyonl' can drin:: and be

at ease, It is capable of

making g 0 0 cl Cl \'('[age
speeds without effort.

•

'.

.. THE AUTOCAR" ROAD TESTS-(continUedj.

1f.-50 h.p. SIX-CYLlNOF.R HL:MBER SALOON.

IGNITION
CONTROl

HORN

dUTTO/It

I STRANGLER

I*,
i.1 THROTTLE

CONTROL

�
GEA.

UVE.
\,,"\.

RI 2

t.t{
34

OEAR LEVER
POSITIONS

DATA FOR 'rifE DRIVER.

15.71 h.p., sb: cylinders. to5 . 106 mm. (2,110 e.e.).
Tax, £16.

Wheelba.e 10ft., track 4ft. 81a.

OYuall length 14ft. 11n., width 5ft. 81n., helllht Mt. 10�ln.

Tyres: ]9: 5.51n, on detachable wire wht.>els,

Entllne_rear aXle Accelerl1t1on from Timed speed
gear ratJos. steady 10 to 30 m.p.b. over 1 mile.

20.95

14.0

8.31 91 sec.

5.66 U! sec. 60.81 m,p.h.
Turnlntl circle: 3(.ft.

Tank capacity I] Q;aUonl, fuel consumption 17_19 m.p.g.

I)-volt two-rate charl2lnll set cuts In at 11 m.p.h" 11 amp••
•t 30 m.p.ll.

Wel.ht I 30 cwt.

Price, with coachbllllt saloon body, £465,

lEm,_l�-57-F-E-ET-r,-_--30-M-'P-'H-'-'�_

""'no I� ,� I'
.. t /11 frlor 11/ the 16-.'jf) h.p. Humber

''''''' on,] 1" .
.... '.' I ."tr,t IS plenty of head room. The

he tlU Is neatly finished off by a sllifld
(l1'e,. the fuel lank.

•

.\



Tracking down problems in

cable-driven speedometers
There Bre four types of

failures which might occur.

But, fortunately, access to

the speedometer on almost

all cars Is good, making It

easy to do accurate

diagnosis. Here Bre some of

the procedures to follow.

OOOP.4F.TER

OfAR

• rr:n��A.NFNT

,M.GUt'

r.mmr:CT!;

10 FH.IOUl E

SliM'

S"'I1l�,"

"EIAltU.R

S peedomeler Is the common lerm

used to descrihe the one instru­

menl you'll find on every car. In actu­

alily, Ihough, ifs a comhinalion of Iwo

indicalors-one showing road speed

(the speedometer) and lhe olher (Ihe

odometer). gear-driven off the first,

indicaling elapsed distance.

In Ihe Iypical design (Fig. I), a

eahle driven hy the transmission or a

road wheel goes Ihrough a nexihle

housing to Ihe dashboard, where it

_lnON

unUM

InON

DRUM

VIEW A

FIGURE 1. A conventional
speedometer uses a cable to

drive a magnet inside an iron

drum la which the indicator

needle is allached. As

magnet speed increases, it

causes the drum to deflect

more, causing the needle 10

read higher

•

FIGURE 2. To chec\<' the speedometer and
cables, disconnect It from the transmissIon

as shown and drive the cable WIth a drill

which IS sel In �everse.

Speedometer noise

All SjlCCuolllclcrs pnalul.:c sOllle

noise, bccllUSC trallsillissioll� (pal"licu­

larly transuxlcs) prnllucc gear whine,

bua ano cHck. The nuise travels

along the ..:ablc illto till: specoonu:h.'f,

whit.'h ;Icls us a IOull:.;pcakcl". A cahle

luhl'icalcu walh whcel hcmill� g.-Cll:';C

nol only wilL 'um smoothly, hUI

d.unpclI out some uf the noise. Notc:

when luhricating �I l'a"le, a lIlollen-lc,

even cuat is all thaCs nceded. SlOp Ihe

application at Ic.,st tlnee to six inches

,aboul U, I 10 U,2 mcter) shon of lhc

�pecJolllclcr _CUll, so grcase is nol

SpUII into Ihe spcedolllctcr hC.ld whele

it l'uuld affeel guugc operatiun.

Mosl abnormal specuolllctcr noise

is CUU:';l'U by the cahk, ami the silll­

plcst way to iso!ollc il from thc specd.

enlers a tube nlloehed 10 a permanent

magnel.i n Ihe speedolneter. The cahle

is spun hy. a Irnnsmission gear or the

wheel. This spins the mognet, which

produces magnclic force against a

spring-loaded drum.

The magnetic force causes the

drum, which has Ihe speedomeler nee­

dle allached, 10 turn againsl Ihe force

of Ihe spring. The fllsler Ihe cahle

spins, the grealer is Ihc magnetic force

and lhe more lhe needle denects. The

result is a highe� reading on Ihe speed­

ometer.

A gear on 'th� cntl of the magnet
lurns anolher ge;lr 10 upen.uc the set uf

numbered whcl!ls that make up the

OOOl1lelcr.

Although wc will he sct:ing IIIOIC

cleclronic SPCCuOIllcler-uuulllclcr sys­

h�lIIs in Ihe ruturc, 10 u:IIC Ihey .Ire a

liny part uf tile tUlal. Prohlems you

mu!'.1 �olvc IOvi.lY :lIe prilllarily III Cil.

ble urivcn systcms.

Thclc afC four thallllilY ul.' ...:ur: f;lil­

UII.' ur Illc sPCcuolllclcr 10 work .Il HII,

1.lihllc 10 inllicalc ....'oncel speed, Ilce­

die HUllcrs up utlu Juwn, iU1d spced­

Ullleler nuise. On ulmost all cars.

al'l'CSS 10 the spcedollletcr iH.clf is

guou, makillg il C.I!'.) In du ou.;\;,UI"alc

diagnOSIs.

omclcr hl':.H.I is to dl!'.l'IlIIlIC-.:t Illc �ilhk

uno Icsl-uriv� Ihe ..:ar. II' the 1I11IM: go..... s

away, which is unli"-cly. 11Ie IIC:ld 1:"1 Ih..:

pl'Ohlclll. If it t..hIC:"lIl'I. 1 ..... 1..011111..1..1 Ih ......

cOIhlc a' Ihe heau. dJ:,;,,:ulllll:t.'1 11 Inllll

Ihe transmissiun l:utl .HIV ... 11 IVC It IrUll.

lhat cnJ wilh 01 Jnll :"Id I ... ", rC\'e!"!'.c

(Fill. 2,.

If lhe nuiM� gucs .,wily. it's ill lhl'

lranslHission gears, pll1\:"Iihl) Ihe

spccJoll1ctcr lIrivc gcar Wllldl ,,:.111 hI.'

rcpl�tcC� (Figs, 3.4), .Ihhtllll!h IlIl' 1.'01\1

will ill\.lucc musI lh'I\'cl':-' III loler.u .... 11.

Yuu can rcuul.'c gCOlr noi:-,l' :"IOlllc\\II.11

by wrapping the 1II1ucr.d.lshbo�rJ Sl',,:.

liun wilh rubber VUCUlIlI1 hu:.;c. 'Ii., lilt,

thai, ma�c u lenglhwl:"!l' :.;pin,11 "'UI III

the hosc anu w\,)rk il o\'...:r the cable

htJU!ooin�.

If Ihe 1l0l!ooC fl'milin!'o wht:n 'h .... t;OJhk

i� driven from 'Ill' IntUslHis!\ion CIIV.

il" probably ill Ihe cable.

I)l:.conllc�1 thc f.'able JI Ihe �p�cJ�



nlTIcter and make a careful inspection

or the tip (Fig. 5). If it is bent or stuck

,n too far, a new cable should be

installed.

Also note if the cable projects out

too rar (more than 'f.-inch or 6 mm)

which would cause it to flex and rub

agamst the inside of the cable housing.

Also note if the housing ferrule at

"Jlher end is loose, another cause of

noise.

Finally, remove the cable, hold it at

both ends and rotate it with your fin­

gers (Fig. 6). If the cable "whips," it

i� defective.

Important note when checking

'reedometer cables: On cars with

cruise control, there are two cables,

both of which connect to the cruise

control transducer. Noise'could be in

either cable, or in the transducer, so

make checks with the drill separately

on each cable.

Needle flutters

This common problem generally is

caused by a cable thal is whipping, too

sbon, or kinked (Fig. 7). To check for

a kink, disconnect the cable althe

speedometer end and slowly pull it

out. If it hangs up, the housing is

kinked (inspect it from one end to the

BEfORE REMOVAL

�
��

BENI CABLE

liP
AFlfR REMOVAL

tmW1j1J.....@'2... �
BENT CABLE

liP

21164" t 1/32"

. =L I�

CffIl1I-\
I CABLE fERRULE

FIGURES 3,4. To

roplace a dolct.:lIvl!

speodometer flrlvO

goar.•emove thl!

rotalner as shown

abovo. Thon pull

out the drive goar

as shown ut Inlt

and install Cl now

one, Delccllve drivo

gears will havo

become

misshapen.

other), but if the cabl� is good, re­
shaping and repositioning Ihe bousing

may be all that's necessary. Or, you

may see a kink in the removed cable.

If you do, replace it.
Some speedometer cables are re­

cessed slightly inlo the end of the

housing. However, if the tip is more

than 2If..-in.h 10 23f..-inch (aboot 8

mm), thai's excessive and the cable

may not properly be filled into Ihe

back of the speedometer.

Speedometer inaccurate

A speedometer can become inaccu­

rate as the needle-and-drum spring

loses tension. That causes the speed­

ometer to read high. If it reads low,

however. the usual reason is a loose

cable tip. The tip may only be slightly

loose, so you may have to use some

force on it tQ find the problem.

If a speedometer is inaccurate after

transmission servlce., however" it is

possible that a replacement transmis­

sion was installed with the wrong

drive gear. If the problem occurs after

rear axle service on a rear.drive car. a

different ralio rear axle may have been

installed.

If the problem is a sticky needle, the

cause may be a needle softened by

FIGURE 5 (loll). lIvo common
problems with speedometer cable Ups

are shown. On top Is a benl tip, on

bottom is one that Is recessed loo

much. Eilher can cause a needle to

flutter.

FIGURE 6 (obovo). Hold a cablo at

both ends and lurn il with your fingers.

If I1 whips rather than turns smoothly, it

is defective..

KINKED CASING

�\l. tpllUctCJ I

K INKED CABLE

•D

1 FIGURE 7. A kink in a cable housing
(Iabeled 'casing in illustration) may be

corrected by reshaping. A kinked cable,

however. should be replaced.

sunlight and bent against the dial.

CUlling off the sticking tip often fixes

the problem.

Speedometer doesn't work

When the speedometer doesn't

work, the usual reason is a snapped

cable, or one that is shon and slipped

completely out of the speedometer or

transmission end.

To isolate the problem, try operating

the speedometer with a drill at the

transmission end. If it works, the

drive gear in the transmission is

faulty. If it doesn't work, disconnect

the cable at the speedometer and have

someone watch it while you operate'

the drill. It doesn't spin? Either the

cable is broken or, on cruise control,

there's defective transducer.

The cable spins? The speedometer

itself apparently is bad. Remove it and

drive the speedometer directly with a

drill and some square-end part-a

spare cable tip, a tap, etc.-that fits

into both the drill and back of the

speedometer. If the speedometer fails

to work with the drill (set in reverse),

replace it.

Because most speedometer prob­

lems are traced 10 the cable and hous­

ing, universal replacement parts are

readily available. A universal inl\�r

cable must be trimmed to fit, and a tip

hammered on. When performing this

job, measure the cable carefully be­

fore you cut it and attach the tip. •
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Bu i Id i ng Endurance into Engines
Advanced Methods Employed in Engine Production in the Humber Factory

•

•

FOL"R'(types of six.cylinder engine
are produced in the combined

Humber and Hillman factories in

Coventry. The individual chara.cter­

istics of each power unit �a.... e been care­

fully retained, but by co-ordinating

production methods and design it ha.s

b-:en found possible to utilize the same

nu.chine tool equipmeot practically

throughout.

The primary advantage of this

e.::onomic use of factory resources is

that it enables exceptional durability to

be secured in these engines. The life of

a power unit is largely dependent upon

extreme accuracy in manufacture, and

t�i:i in turn caD only be secured by

sp�nJiog large sums of money upon

r.:achine tool equipment. Each ma­

c�.i::e does just one job, but co�s it
sl..:jJt:,!J.tively well.

Cylinder blocks. for example. are so

�"si�ned that a.lthough the bores ditIer
In ::lze. the distances br which thej­

ar� separated are uniform throughout

t.t� rang-c of engines. ConsequentIr,
powerful machines cao be employed in

Which cuttf"!'S carri�d b" si...'\( rotatin-s
• 11 J •

spm< •. es P:l�'i througb all the bores

siT. '..I I t.J.nf.:O II �1'1.

Six-sp::1'!>- "r:::ld-.in"s ar� used for tte
fl,st and s('cond lior:ng prOCesses, after
'whir:h th," cylin<�':,<; a,� ft-amed in a

Sir.libr tll;.;.::,;"r. E .... ,:� L!'xk pa5:;<o,�

On to .J. thr,:c<"i-li::,�>. r;,':l.C:llir:� in which

k�t:n cuttl'rs, compt)�cd of a. ha:-d tung­

St'�!1-carbid..: al!nr. ar': IM�sf�'1 sl0wly

thrnugh the cyliD.,! ... rs :;.0 as to "shave"

the mdal under 5u0.2h a U;;ht pressure

th:],t all risks of distort:GII arc r"bvi.1.tet!.

In this wa .... the t,or'?s are brf)u.��lt to
I\ithi:l a few tell-th()ll�a!1'!th:; "of <la
L'_!l of tee [I:;.al ,!::;:.:::�i":1 f"'r:i:,:.�.

and subsequently they are honed to

size-an �peration which lea\-es a

mi.rror finish.

By standardiz.ing crankshaft dimen­

sions, it has been found possible to em­

ploy methods of production which are

so extremely accurate tha.t the ha::d

fitting of b�3.rings is entirely elimin­

ated. Thus the main bearing housing;

in the top half of the crankcase (re­

inforced by ribs formed in the cast­

ing) are bored by cutters, agai.:l of

tungsten-carbide alloy, which are

mounted on a heavy spindle. The size

is controlled within limits of tViO ten­

thoasandths of an inch. The bousicg5

are then fitted with steel-backed lead

bronze bearings, o( the type described

recently in Th<! .llotO"1 into which a

cn.nkshaft frt:�h from the prcJuction

machines c.J.n be assembled to turn

{redy from the out�ct.

Intricate Processes

The cylinder block pass .. s through

many other processes before thes� bear­

ings are fitted. too intricate to de�cribc

here. They include the accurate

n:achinin� of the valve seating .. and

guidt:s. the milling of faces apillst

which lIlanifQ:(�:; ar': boltt!J. a:".. l the

drilling and tapping of th� mallY

screw�d holes requir�d for th� stClrlS.

Exh;\Ust v:"\!",c sl:'J.!:n;::c:. in,�i'�':;]�,"l::::.

con�i.;t of separate Mn!�'; Qf chill •.J ca�'..

iron with a hit;h resistance to bur"ing

or pitting. These arc prcs�ed in�o re.

ccs<;cs ma(hill'�'1 i:l t�e lileck.

).Iinor m'Jolil1cati'Jnj in d,:::;i� hayc

pcnnittetl th� sam� str0ke to be use,l

thrnu;.::h,)llt this rani:t: (If en�i[l,,�, ar.,�

this in turn h.1.s f:nablt.1! cr)nll':c�i,�g:

rI,,!. t., :" .. sl:'l":':i-stJ.:l,�.\nli.:.:.J. C'l:''-'-

fwo Humber

Snipe engines on

the test bed. One.
runni"ng under its

own power, is

used to motOr tl'ie
other for running.

In purposes prior

to power trials •

'quently. it has bet'n found possible to

lay down a. fice specializ�J plant for
connecting rod manufactur�.

An outstanding uovelty of the pro­

cess is that i�stead of err.ploying

separate bolts. to secure the halves of

the big.�nd. projections are formed in

one piece with the rod when it is

forged; these JXIss througl1. holes in the

bearing cap. This method adds to the

strength of the .component and s.1.ves

weight.

External surfaces of the Tod and cap

are sha.ped by the latest brcacl1.ing pro­

cesses. after whiCh the projections On

the rod are machir.ed and screwed.

Each rod is then titted with its cap.

and the white metal lining is run into

the big-end.

Following this the caps are taken off

in order that each rod may be drilled

axially to leave a passage for the oil to

pass from the big-end to the srnall.end.

The caps are then replaced. the big.end

is rough bored. th� sIT:3.!l.end bu�h is

fitted, and finally both small-enll and

big-end are bored sirnulta:leutBlv to

the correct size. •
Similar care is tal,:en o\"t:r the pistons

which are of the Iuvar st:-ut tvoe. and

consequently can Le fittt'd \�.:'ih flO':
c!earar.ces_ Exte:-nallv th�v are finished

by diamond turnin� 'which results in a.
beautiful and accurate wearing surface.

After seeing these and rr:any other

processes in the r.1..J.chine s!1.)PS, we

Dote,] th� faciEty with which these

engines can be ass.. r:;,bled, an'! als'1 sa.w

them runr:in� on H:� t'7::t b�IlCh. They

are �:iven in t:J.:H�l'r:l h-: seve::1l hr-un

tefor� bf�i!�H tt-st':"l! u::.� •.-:- r<)'.\"'�r"

The ch,lssis in w::ich tr.(,�t: enlZ:tleS

are linall'( ins�:J.!tl"! 3.,': th':? f1�.Jn�:-J"'r

E�J.':::':.�!l .. lfumt(:" �n:i;(.', Humber
Pu:I:::aZl, I l:!lrrun �i.'(�':'�:l. Hi�:r:l�,n

I-LLwk an,l Hil!rr:an ';,0::;1)." Individu.:... l

cif1':f'.'nc�'3 in df>si;n t. .. t'.\""t.n tr.� Hum­

b'�r and Hillman r.-l'),�..-ls ir:clu,�t:.

<lm0n��t others. the use of hi�h-com­

rre<;�i'm cylinder b.-a'!>; C)f alumillium

,dln',-), rilJ!;,'J ah.lmini\:r:l �U::li"'-;, dc.,

i:: t�e IIU::l!}\.r ran,;- ...
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......__1_9_3_6.��E KING'S NEW CAR
HiJ Moj6ty tlK Kin, has r�untl taken JJit)�ry DJ Q ntU' Humber Pullmgn
limoWJ'nt lor hi, rJOnol ond 0 cial Tilt. GQr, �tn &1011.' 1II Jronl 0
Cude,in,ham Palact. u an m/1ft y don ard moJtl finiJatJ in bloc1( t:tllu/tIJo:

,("in:ed u'ilh a fine ,eJ lint.

�o customers" ::�rs

\\<,Tt: � ,:1nl;, (, by the tire which
cecu::(,.j T('({'r.tly �t the stn'ice storcs

of :i:(. HIlI:l:.c:-Hi:lman works at

(/.'\'i lltly ::.nl1 it h;ls not intcrfea.d WJth

<::c ... " .. i,. :rAN. 1'I3b

ullm with Ri

Awar fr.

te ","'inning Class 7e.

13) Cp' Bcginald RiPson's Humber
on a hwork which :llne the Premier

d ars irres ective o�rjc,l! in addItion

'It Prilt Clan 7c ror COilchwork and Prtmier AWHd for
R.A.C. COHh .... ork Competition,

This Rippon-bodied Humber Pullman received

the premier award for fOui.door closed cars.

There could be no more convincing substan.

tlation of our claims that Rippon Coachwork

leads the way in modern bodywork design.

combining good taste with sensible originality.

RIPPON BROO
"THE SK£iCW'
R.A.c. Ctl:(.:",r"",�

e-�Ij�j,," c�,

HUDDERSFIELD Tclr;;hone: H�Gc!tmltld ISI£ (4Iinu)

S'ilr,chu: lct:h and Bral!ford.
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HUMBER

PULLMAN

LIMOUSINE

•
Two views which

showto advanuge

the pleaslne lines

or the car..

An Exceedingly Com­

fortable Car with a

Refined but Brisk

Road Performance

IT will be tccallcd tl),lt all 1\136

Humber "models have a form of inde.
p('ndent froot.wheel suspension known

as '. EvenkeeJ..' Each front wh"eel is

carried by radius a:-ms pivoted to a box­

girdcr.sectioll('d chassis frame, a :;inglc.

Icaf spring bring sc-t traovcrscly across

the frame with the extremities mounted'

ou the II'h("('1 pivots. Hydraulic shock

absorbns. also sd transversely, damp

any livt'ly nl()vl:mcnls. Conv('ntional

�el1li-(:"lIiptic sprinJ.;s arc cmplo)"cd at

the hack. and the rating of these is

designed to avoid any tendency for

reciprocal action occlirring.

:\s our first journey in the Pullman

lim(Ju�ine was. confind to the busy

... tr(-I:'t" of Cov('ntry, !'>pct'ds wcre natur­

�dl�' b\\'. <lnd .�o P'1,1!\.:('d were the soft-

seat passengers The new suspens:on

can tJH"rtfore be c.onsidered an al�.

round success.

Apart from the suspension, the

Humber designers have dearly made

great efforts to provide comfortable

travel. and the interior of the car i ...

well furui:shed with deeply sprung seals

and squabs. The accommodation at the

rear is equipped with a device far alter­

ing "the length of the cushion and the

anglc of the squab. adju�lrn("nt ocinf:

effected in�tolntanc(lusly Ly turning .1

handle located on the ncar side of t��("

seat. A point worth n0tir:g is �hJ.t t!;c

rear track of 5 It. allows the badV\I'n!ii

to be exceptionally wide. in addition to
enhancing stability.

ness nlld shock-frl"C riding comfort

:.afforded at aoout 30 m.p,h. that we

thought the car might have spongy

characteristics when travelling fast over

a rough road �urfacc. Our fears ou this;

SCOre were quite unfounded. for the car

is always manaseablc Ol.t high speeds

(jndet'd. the clegn'e of controllability is

t'xcl'ptionaJ) and eVt:n if one indulges

in really harsh corn(:ring. the tendency

to roU is very slight.

On a main.rO:ld run the car will

urgotiate edsy type!; of bt;nd without

any r<.'duction in the cruising sp<.'ed and

with a noticeable freedom from y3w�

ing or pitching. On a rough surface

the c.."lr moves Gently up and down

without anv of the harsh vertical move­

ments which ate so disturbing to rear-

[ncrellse i.n Engine Power

As was annouDced wheI1 the new (:If

was d'escribed just before the MOI(\�

ShoW'. last year•. the engine has bce!1

redesigned. aDd althougll the POI\ er r.J.5

beeD increased considerably O\'I;r the

1935 edition. there has been no 105.5 01

flexibility or quietnes<; The new SIX­

cylinder unit develops HJO bh p, :\

special feature of dt-sign is that \1'1)

water.jacll:et is now e.,tcndrd to ("!n­

braCe the full length of the cylindt'f

bores, thereby giving twtter heat di�_<;i.

pation, Which. in turn, tends to reduce

the oil temporature by an appreciahle

amount. This matter of cooling is still

further impro\,("d hy a ribbed sump

and an aluminium alloy cylinder hC31t

,11

lo..--..- � _
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HUMBER PULLMAN LIMOUSINE

With a r('ar-axle ratio of 4.3 to 1,

lop.se-ar 3ccdl'ralioD is very good. li.la'.

�..ise the capacity for climbing hills.

and it is no cX3S8cr."tion to My that
the Pullman may be r.onsidered a5 a

top-year performer on all" main-road

runs. OD the other band. the in!.tant

�a.sy changing characteristiC!l of the de

Normaoville gearbox (with which "the

particular cnr tested was equipptd) are

an attractive feature. and as a �r(:rd of
�5 m.p.h. Cdn be reached on the third

gear of 8.3 to 1. tbe negotiatioD of

10Dg hills)! haJ'"dly tedious.

HiII.climbi.ng Performance

The capt'city for acceleration ;s

naturally commensurate with the hill­

climbing performance. With the direct

drive engaged. the car win surge for­

ward to 30 m.p.h. from a spted of

10 m.p.h. in approximately 0 !rocs. and

to 50 m.p.h. in but 20 secs .• also from

10 m.p,h., there bring neitber noi�

nor vibration from the engine or the

transmission.

It is difficult to assess an ideal cruis­

ing speed in II car such as this Humber

Pullman model, because the ear Tides

equally weIJ beh"'ern 30 m.p.h. and 70
m.p.h. One can cruise all day long at

aro\Jnd 60 m.p.h .• at which 6gure the

engine runs �moothly on about half.

throttlt. At full throttle the mean

speed ,of two runs in opposite direc­

tions w&.s timf'd at a little more than

75 m.p.h., at which spttd the amount

of noi�e from btneath the bonnet \\'as

inconsid("rnble; indeed, the roar caused

by the rush of wind past the wind­

screen and body sides seemed always

to be greater than" that caused by the

t'ngine or transmission. At the othf:r

cnd of the :;C'ale we found it possible

to trickle along in crowded thorough­

fares on top gf'ar at from 5 m.p.h. to

10' m.p.h. without feeling that the

t'ngine was likely to stall at any

mon:ent. As the unit will pick up its

load smoothly and easily upon. vio.

Iwtly depressing the acceterator, it is

clear that the carburatioD and mixture

distribution is <ldequate for an condi.

tions of runain;.

Ap,,1 14, /936.

Contd.

TABULATED DATA

CII.o\SSIS DETAILS

Engin,: Six cylinders; side valve.:
SS mm. by 120 mm. (4,086 c.c.); auto­
matically .dvanc�d coil ignition: Strom­
bers downdrauaht c:arhureller; 26.S8h.p.•
lax, £20 5•. per annum.

Gearbox: Four speed •. Ratio•••. 3.

6.3. 9.38 .nd IS.O; 10 I.

PERFOR�IA"'ICE

Speed, on G,ars: Top. 75.S m.p.h.:

third. SS m.p.h.; Heand. 31 m.p.h.

Minimum speed on top gear. 5 m.p.ll.

A�celeracion: From I'andslilllhrough

the gear. to SO m.p.h.. 17 leel., 10
60 m,p.h•• 24 sec.. Standing 1 mile.
23i teel. (.,'crage speed. 385 m.p.h.).

Tapley Plr(ormance FigUfc.r: Maxi­
mum pull in lb. per ton on aradient:
lop. 230 lb.; third. 330 lb.: second.
500 lb. Corre.pondins sudientl climb.
able at • Ileady speed are, I in 91.
I in 6J and I in 41 respectively.

Petrol Consumplion: 14.8 m.p.g.

BrakiRI' £/lidencies: Me.iured by
Tapley meter. using the pedal only:
96 per cent. from 20 m.p.h.; 86 per
cent. from 40 m.p.h. Corresponding
slopping distllnces are 14 ft. and 62 ft.
respectively.

DBIESSIOSS. ETC.

Ll'ading Mellsurl'ml'nu: Wheelbase,.

I1 h. 01 inl.; track (front), 4 h. 101 ins.,
(rear) 5 h. 01 tns.; o,,'er.lI lenalh. 16ft.
Bins.; widlh. 6 ft. I in.: heighl, 5 ft.

9 ins.: around clearance, 8 ins.

Whl'l'b and T)'ns: Wire wheels. Dun.

lop 7.50.in. by 16-in. I}'res. .

Turning Circles: Left, 45 ft. diameter:
right, 45 ft, diameler.

Weight: As tested with two up, 45 cwt.;

unladen. 42 cwt.

Pricl': £735. plus £30 for de Norman...ille

seerbox.

•

which is that distortion due to heat i!

avoided.

Although the steering is inclined to

be & little on t,he hud side, especially

at low speeds. the directness is a desir­

&ble attribute when driving long dis­

Lances. Thanks to the .. E\'cnkef:'l "

suspension system and a tri.section

track-rod enabling each of the front

wheels to' rise and fall independently

without setting up any reaction in the

steering. there is no wheel kick,

vibration, or snatch on the

worst type of road surface.

This Humber Pullman limou.

sine is an automobile of which

any owner might justifiably be

proud. Fast, roomy, extremely

comfortable, and silent. the car

still further enhances the

famous name it bears. \\'ork�

manship and finish are excellent

tllToughout the chassis and th.

5 I() IS 10 IS 30 lS "0 AS X> Sl 605w coathwork.

Mention must be made of the brakes,

for they are not only powerful in

3ction, but the pedal pressure required.

even for. an emergency pull.up. is ex.

tremely light. thanks to the incorpora­

tion of a servo-motor. The actual

brake operation itself is of the Bendix

type. a new type of drum now being

�mployed. This is a one-piece unit of

Mjl�nite, whic.h is a �pecial chrome-iron

alloy. the out�tanding characteristic of

70
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The rear compartment or the Pullman limousine showint the

folding occasional seats.

�UMBtR PULLMAN llMOU.'}INt
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HUMBER NEWS AND HAPPENINGS.

Greetings, everyone!

• Welcome once again to the "Clayton's News" I

The last four weeks have seen our Club cars appearing at a number of widely dispersed

venues and participating in all manner of different activities. car (and Driver!) of

the IIIOnth must undoubtedly be Ron Forth who, with the Mark V1 Hawk, not only

managed to attend all the scheduled outings, but also celebrated his 50th birthday

in his spare time. Congratulations, Ron, and Many Happy Returns from us all. By the

way that's 50 years young of course!

We were again represented at the Classic car Show in the Exhibition Buildings during

Easter. The four vehicles on display this year were Vie Wilson'S series 1V Snipe,

Barry's silver grey Mark 1V Snipe, the Mark 1 sceptre of Keith WillilllOtt's and my

own 1963 Vogue. Also featuring was the specially prepared series Snipe engine.

belonging to Bob K. and a display board of Humber brochures and photographicrnaterial.

Overall there were some IlBgnificent cars on show, from the veterans to the futuristic.

The "Classic" designation appeared to have been somewhat loosely interplfreted which,

although not satisfying the purists at least ensured a wide sampling of vehicles.

car of the Show was a grey Gull Wing Mercedes but some of the winners that caught

my eye were the elegant, beautifully presented million dollar lIIOdel Hispano Suiza;

• a IlBssive white 1933 Sunbeam Sports lIIOdel belonging to ex- racing driver Lou Molino

and a black classical line Aston Martin of 1930's vintage which oozed luxury with

it's rich leather and woodgrain interior. However I think I'll rellBin faithful to my

little white Vogue!.

A SllBll band of willing helpers mnaged to keep our Stand fully mannedo.during. the time

of the Show, and then to execute a sliCk precision ferforllBnce in SIIIOoth dismantling

of the exhibits when it finished. Thankyou Bob, Barry, Vie, Keith, Andrew, Ron,

Trevor, Frank, Steven Illic for brightening my day (I haven't fogotten the T-shirts!),

and all visitors and helpers.

Unfortunately I missed the Family Rally Day at Elaine on Apr�l 9th but heard that a

number of country members were there to meet up with the citi contingent. The SllBll
township of Elaine was over�run by classic cars for the day and hopefully the organizers

IlBnaged to raise a worthwhile sum towards the restoration of their local Mechanics Hall.

The Club Vehicle Register is rather under-represented in Hawk lIIOdels so it was pleasinq

on a recent trip through Gippsland to catch up with two of these vehicles around

Wonthaggi. Bob Chrystal, an historian of note around Jumbunna, features several early

series and a IlBrk Hawk in his "stable", whilst Lyndon ware from Harmer's Haven

introduced us to the two great restoration projects in his life - a series 111 Hawk

• which bears a CH-. (No! not "completely hopeless" °Lyndon!) number plate, and a

charming old miner's cottage associated with his family'S past history.

Briefly while on the topic of Club outings, the run for May is a local one to Schramm's

COttage in Doncaster. Details are fUlly documented on the calendar page so there is

no need for me toa�ay any IIIOre here. Don't forget also that the MAY general meeting
will be our Sunday FAMILY DAY so there is no meeting on the usual Friday of that IIIOnth.

This meeting will provide a good opportunityl'o try out the new refrigerator recently

installed in the meeting hall. .

OUr QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND !'MAY, which was to have headed towards Warrnambool, has

suffered a change of direction. _ As there is a big Classic cars Rally occurring at

HAMILTON during this weekend and it's much the same distance from Melbourne, we have

been offered the opportunity to participate. Chas. Speed, our warrnambool Connection,

assures us that Hamilton offers all the action and unrivalled country hospitality on

this occasion. Thanks, Chas. further inforllBtion will follow as soon as it is received.

From Roy Meggs comes news of a 1937 Humber sedan for sale in the Echuca district. It is

without llIOtor and a gear box. The front suspension is not standard, however the panels

are "real good" according to the vendor, Keith Raverty of Lemnos. He can be contacted

on PH: (058) 299 481. The gentleman also has a number of other vehicles, or parts

thereof, llBinly from the 30's and 40's era. They include PlYlllOuth, Nash, Dodge, Ford,

Fiat and a 1920's Singer llIOtor, diff, & wheels. Thanks for the inforllBtion, Roy.

I will hope to see you at the next meeting where there has been arranged an'interesting

demonstration on the retrimming of vinyl or leather panels.

•

Cheers until then, Margaret.



GOOD LUCK, "JENNY"!

"Jenny", the Mark 1VA Super Snipe emt�red by the H.C.C.A. in the

Redex-Variety Clubs annual charity run is nearing the 'all ready' mark.

The 'Bash' this year covers around 2000 miles of somewhat rugged ground';as

it makes it's way from the starting blocks at. Bourke,N.S.W. to end on

the west coast of Australia at Broome.

Last week 'Jenny' made her debut at a Motor Show in Parklea. She has

been painted a safe and highly visible shade of canary yellow and bears

on her flanks advertising for her varied sponsors. Main supporters

include such well known firms as The Australian Gas Light Co., Veedol

Oil, Trans World Airlines, Quantas as well as many local firms and

individuals. Our.own HCCV. has also made a donation towards 'Jenny's'

progress. To date the HCCA has managed to raise the magnificent sum

of $16,000 for 'Jenny's' trip and charity commitments: a Grand Effort!

The theme adopted for 'Jenny's' journey is to replicate the mid-1950's

achievement of a.Mark 1V Super Snipe which undertook an epic, record

breaking run from London to CapeTown, South Africa. Let's hope Jenny

achieves success with fewer trials than the drivers on that occasion

encounteredl

Club drivers who hope to steer 'Jenny' to victory when the trial starts

in mid-May are Steve Dixon from Gosford, assisted ..•by Robert Drummond,

Terry Byrne and a supporter from the Blue Mountains area. Back-up is

being supplied by NSW Club President Ronnie De Britt and husband, Keith.

On her return from the trial, Jenny will be on display at the NSW /Qld

Clubs Get-together at Nambucca Heads,NSW over the Queen's Birthday

long weekend. Any Victorian Club members visiting the area at that

time are cordially invited to participate in this event. Ring Margaret

for details. We hope to entice 'Jenny' to victoria at a later date.

Meanwhile, "GOOD LUCK, "JENNY".

i}�. **�

* *& SWAP MEET{t J;t
AT THE ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOWGROUNOS

EPSOM RO;, ASCOT VALE. JUNE 2nd & 3rd, 1989

20'S FASHION PARADE RESTORATION

s"••;.&1c�n����t;.:�c Rare DAY�lmn DISPLAYSa)�) Lal'F display of Skill. and Semces
and Lowed Vehicles &om the pall (UNDEl\COVEJ\ used in the Vintage Car Hobby.

Ipruld oyer two hall.. Marques on .how See a ch...is �buill

that are no Ionaer.maftlafa�rN. from componentl paru.

•

•

•

•
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